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NOTE 

All the biographical sketches published in this volume were sub- 
mitted to their respective subjects, or to the subscribers, from whom 
the facts were primarily obtained, for their approval or correction 
before going to press ; and a reasonable time was allowed in each 
case for the return of the type-written copies. Most of them were 
returned to us within the time allotted, or before the work was 
printed, after being corrected or revised ; and these may therefore 
be regarded as reasonably accurate. 

A few, however, were not returned to us ; and, as we have no 
means of knowing whether they contain errors or not, we cannot 
vouch for their accuracy. In justice to our readers, and to render 
this work more valuable for reference purposes, we have indicated 
these uncorrected sketches by a small asterisk (*), placed imme- 
diately after the name of the subject. They will all be found on 
the last pages of the book. 

BIOGRAPHICAL PUBLISHING CO. 
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/STeNERAL DAVID McMURTRIE 
I JT GREGG. This distinguished and 
VtlJ-' widely-known resident ot the city of 
Reading, whose portrait we take pleasure in 
presenting on the opposite page, occupies an 
enviable place in the esteem ot the best peo- 
ple of the county and state as one of the 
best and most efficient officers produced by 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in the 
late Civil War. Educated at West Point, 
and trained by actual experience in the U. S. 
Regular Army for a number of years before 
the conflict between the North and the 
South, he was fully prepared, when actual 
hostilities did break out, to perform his part 
in preserving the Union, and in thus acting 
the part of a patriotic son of the nation to 
rise to a high rank, creditable alike to his 
early training and to his natural ability as a 
director and leader of men. Gen. Gregg 
served through the entire war, and won pro- 
motion after promotion, being finally brevet- 
ted Major-General U. S. Volunteers on Aug. 
I, 1864. In civil life he has also achieved 
distinction that entitles him all the more to 
the highest regard of his countrymen. 

Our subject was born in Huntingdon, Pa., 
April 10, 1833, and was a son of Matthew 
Duncan and Ellen (McMurtrie) Gregg. On 
both sides of the house, paternal and maternal, 
he comes of ancestors of whose records in 
civil and military life he may well be proud. 
The Gregg, Potter, McMurtrie and Elliott 



families, from whom Gen. Gregg is directly 
descended, all settled in the colony of Penn- 
sylvania at a very early date, and had much 
to do with the development and improvement 
of the Keystone State. 

The first Gregg ancestor, of whom there 
is any sure knowledge, was David Gregg, 
who was born at Ayrshire, Scotland, about 
1630. He was a captain in Cromwell's Army 
in 1655, and was within the walls of London- 
derry during the great siege of 1688-89, as a 
faithful supporter of the Prince of Orange, 
William III, against the exiled King of Eng- 
land, James fl. Both David ana his son 
John, who was born near Londonderry in 
1665, were killed by a party of Roman Cath- 
olics in one of the conflicts that were con- 
stantly occurring between the Orangemen 
and the Romanists in the north of Ireland. 
John Gregg's two sons, David and Andrew, 
and their sister Rachel (Mrs. Solomon Walk- 
er), came to America in 1726, and first settled 
in New Hampshire, where David remained. 
Andrew and nis brother-in-law, Mr. Walker, 
were not satisfied to locate there, and so with 
their families and possessions shipped from 
Boston and landed at New Castle, Delaware. 
Andrew Gregg first located on a tract which 
he purchased at Chestnut Level, in Lancaster 
County, Pa., where he continued to live until 
1748, when he purchased and removed to a 
plantation near Carlisle, where he continued 
to reside until his death, in 1789. • His first 
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wife died at Chestnut Level, leaving six chil- 
dren; he again married, his second wife 
being named Jean Scott, who was born in 
1725, and died in 1783. The children of this 
second union were Andrew and Matthew. 

Andrew Gregg, the grandfather of the 
subject of these memoirs, was ushered upon 
the stage of life June 10, 1755, near Carlisle, 
Pa., and died May 30, 1835, at Bellefonte, Pa. 
He received his early mental training in Rev. 
John Steel's Latin School in Carlisle, and 
completed his education at Newark, Del.; 
while a resident of that place he served for a 
considerable period in the militia of the Rev- 
olution. In 1789 he accepted a tutorship in 
the College (now University) of Pennsyl- 
vania. He married Martha rotter, daughter 
of General James Potter, and in 1789 he re- 
moved to Penn's Valley, Center County. In 
1 79 1 he was elected to the lower house of 
Congress, and remained a member until 1807, 
when he was chosen United States Senator, 
his term of office ending in 18 13. In 1820 he 
was appointed Secretary of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania by Gov. Joseph 
Hiester, and in 1823 was nominated for gov- 
ernor on the Federal ticket in opposition to 
John Andrew Shulze, but was defeated in 
the ensuing election. There were born to 
Andrew Gregg and his good wife ten chil- 
dren, named as follows : Mary, who married 
William McLanahan ; Jean, the wife of Ro- 
land Curtin (of their children Andrew G. was 
the ** War Governor " of Pennsylvania) ; 
Martha, who became the wife of Dr. Con- 
stance Curtin (brother of Roland) ; Eliza, 
who married David Mitchell ; Julianna, the 
wife of Gen. James Irvin ; Andrew married 
Margaret Irvin (a sister of Gen. Irvin); 
James P. married Eliza Wilson; Matthew 
Duncan, our subject's father, who married 
Ellen McMurtrie ; Sarah, the wife of Henry 
Kinney ; and Margery, who married Rev. 
Charles Tucker. The mother of the above- 
named children, Martha (Potter) Gregg, was 
born April 10, 1769, and died Aug. 20, 18 15. 

John Potter, the grandfather of Martha 
Potter, wife of Andrew Gregg, emigrated 
from County Tyrone, Ireland, in 1741, being 
accompanied by his sister, Isabella, and her 
husband, John Hamilton ; they landed in 
New Castle, Del., in September, 1741. In 
1746 he settled in Antrim township, Franklin 



County, Pa., near the village of Greencastle. 
He was the first sheriff of Cumberland 
County. In 1756 he became a captain in 
Lieutenant-Colonel Armstrong's Expedition 
against Kittanninjg, in September of that 
year. The date of his death is unknown ; his 
wife passed away in 1778. Of their eight 
children, James was bom on the bank of the 
river Foyle, Tyrone, Ireland, in 1729, and 
came to America with his father in 1741. On 
February 17, 1756, he was commissioned 
ensign in his father's company of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Armstrong's battalion, and served in 
the Kittanning Expedition, in which cam- 
paign he was wounaed. He was promoted to 
the position of captain February 17, 1759, and 
commanded three companies on the northern 
frontiers. Captain Potter removed to Sun- 
bury, in 1768. In 1775 occurred the stirring 
events of Lexington, Concord and Bunker 
Hill, which aroused every patriotic son of 
Pennsylvania, and hurried them into a con- 
flict that finally resulted in the recognition 
of American Independence. Captain Potter 
was among the first to offer his services for 
the struggle, then so doubtful, and on Janu- 
ary 24, 1776, he was elected Colonel of the 
Upper Battalion, and in July of that year 
of independence he became a member ol the 
Constitutional Convention. He was in com- 
mand of a battalion of Northumberland 
County militia in the battle of Trenton, 
December 26, 1776, and at Princeton, January 
3, 1777, and on April 5, 1777, was appointed 
third Brigadier-General of the militia of the 
state, and commanded a brigade at Brand}^- 
wine and Germantown, and served in the 
outposts at Valley Forge. In 1780, when 
residing at Middle Creek, Snyder County, he 
became a member of the State Council, and 
on November 14, 1781, he was elected Vice- 
President of Pennsylvania. He was unani- 
mously elected Major-General, May 23, 1782, 
and in 1784 was elected a member of the 
Council of Censors. General James Potter 
first married Elizabeth Cathcart. His second 
wife was Mrs. Mary Chambers, daughter of 
James and Mary Patterson. Mary Patterson, 
whose maiden name was Stewart, was a 
granddaughter of George Stewart, who set- 
tled in Conestoge town^ip, Chester County, 
in 1 717. To General Potter and his wife 
Mary were born three daughters and one son; 
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of this family Martha became the wife of 
Andrew Gregg, and thus became the grand- 
mother of our subject. At his death General 
Potter possessed an immense landed estate in 
Penn's Valley, Center County. 

Matthew Duncan Gre^ was born April 5, 
1804, in Penn's Valley, Center County, and 
fitted himself lor the legal profession, being 
admitted to the bar in Huntingdon in 1825. 
In 1828 he was united in marriage with Ellen 
McMurtrie, daughter of David and Martha 
(Elliott^ McMurtrie of Huntingdon. From 
that place he moved first to Pine Grove 
Mills, Center County, and in 1838 took up 
his residence in Bellefonte, where he engaged 
in the iron business. In 1845, J" connection 
with his brother James P., and his brother-in- 
law, David Mitchell, he purchased the Poto- 
mac Furnace in Loudoun County, Va. Nine 
children were gathered about his fireside, as 
follows: Martha, bom May 28, 1829, mar- 
ried Richard R. Bryan ; Andrew, born May 
28, 1831; General David McMurtrie, our 
subject; Mar)% born August 20, 1834, married 
G. Dorsey Green ; Ellen, born December 24, 
1836; George, born February 10, 1838; 
Henry H., born March 19, 1840, married 
Rose Mitchell ; Thomas I., born October 8, 
1842, married Bessie D. McKnight; and 
Olitipa, who was born August 10, 1844, and 
died December 28, 1848. On July 25, 1845, 
Matthew Duncan Gregg died, and in August 
of the same year was followed in death by his 
brother, James P.; they were both buried in 
a churchyard between Leesburg and Point of 
Rocks, Va. Ellen (McMurtrie) Gregg, our 
subject*s mother, died at Bedford, August 
17, 1847. ^"<^ is buried at Huntingdon, Pa. 

David McMurtrie, the grandfather of Ellen 
(McMurtrie) Gregg, our subject's mother, 
was born at Ajr, Scotland, about 1709, and 
came to America in 1735, settling in Phila- 
delphia, where he engaged in importing mer- 
chandise. In 1754, ^larch 18, he married 
Margery Fisher, at Cooper's Ferry (now a 
part of Philadelphia), and his chilaren were 
as follows: William, born May 15, 1757; 
David, born January 14, 1764; Charles, born 
July 21, 1766; and James, born December 16, 
1768. Just before the Revolution David 
McMurtrie moved to Bedford, now Hunting- 
don County, and began the improvement of 
large tracts of land owned by him on Shaver's 



Creek, and in the town of Huntingdon. His 
death occurred in 1782. David McMurtrie, 
son of the above-mentioned pioneer, was born 
in the City of Brotherly Love, and went to 
Huntingdon with his father, where he be- 
came a merchant, carrying on his business 
first in Huntingdon, then in Petersburg, and 
again in Huntingdon. He was a member of 
the General Assembly of Pennsylvania in 
1802. He married Martha Elliott, daughter 
of Benjamin and Mary (Carpenter) Elliott, 
and they had the following issue : James E.; 
Anna, who first married Ed. Patton, and then 
was united in marriage with Thomas Jack- 
son ; Mary, who married James Given ; EUeti, 
born January 3, 1802, married Matthew Dun- 
can Gregg, and died August 17, 1847 ; David, 
who espoused Martha McConnell; Ben- 
jamin E., who married first Sarah H. Orbi- 
son, and afterwards was united in matrimony 
with Mrs. Ellen (Patton) Dorsey ; Margery ; 
Robert Allison, who was twice married, first 
to Sarah Briscoe, and second to Mrs. Maria 
Dennison ; Martha, who became the wife of 
James McCahen ; and William, who married 
Margaret Whittaker. 

Robert Elliott, the great-grandfather of our 
subject's mother, through Martha (Elliott) 
McMurtrie, was born prior to 1730, but it is 
uncertain whether his birth-place was in 
America or in Ireland. His home was in 
Peters township, Cumberland (formerly Lan- 
caster) County. He was twice married, the 
issue of his first marriage being two sons, — 
Benjamin and George, — and two daughters, 
Barbara and Jane. Benjamin Elliott was 
born in 1752, in Peters township, Cumber- 
land (now Franklin) County, Pa., and became a 
resident of Huntingdon, then in Bedford Coun- 
ty, in 1775. When but twenty-four years old 
he was elected one of the delegates from Bed- 
ford County to the convention, which met 
July 15, 1776, at Carpenter's Hall, Philadel- 
phia, for the purpose of forming the first Con- 
stitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania. He was sheriff of Bedford County in 
the years 1784 and 1785, and became the first 
sheriff of Huntingdon County in 1787. In 
that year he was also elected a delegate from 
Huntingdon County to the Pennsylvania 
Convention, which ratified the Federal Con- 
stitution. He was elected a member of the 
Supreme Executive Council from Hunting- 
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don County, October 31, 1789, and served 
until December 20, 1790, when the CounciFs 
term of office expired by reason of the elec- 
tion of Gov. Mifflin. He held several 
county offices in Huntingdon County, in- 
cluding that of associate judge. He died in 
Huntingdon March 15, 1835, and was laid to 
rest in Fairview Cemetery. He was thrice 
united in matrimonial bonds. His first wife 
was Mary Carpenter, a daughter of Jacob 
and Elizabeth (Herr) Carpenter, and a grand- 
daughter of Heinrich Zimmerman, who was 
born in 1675 in Switzerland. Heinrich Zim- 
merman made his first trip to America in 
1698, returning to his native place in 1700. 
He married Salome Ruffner. Being a phy- 
sician, he practiced his profession until 1706, 
when, having engaged in a conspiracy 
against the government, we was compelled 
to flee the country for safety, and accord- 
ingly came to America, settling in German- 
town. In 1 7 10 he began to acquire lands in 
Lancaster County, and in 17 17 he moved 
there; he died about 1750, leaving a large 
estate to his heirs. Benjamin Elliott and his 
wife, Mary Carpenter, had three children, 
namely; Martha, born in 1799, who married 
David McMurtrie, and died in 1841; Mary, 
born in 1781, who became the wife of Robert 
Allison ; and James, who prepared for the 
legal profession, but died young and unmar- 
ried. Benjamin Elliott's second wife was 
Sarah Ashman, and his third, Susan Haines. 
General Gregg spent his earlier boyhood 
with his father's family in Bellefonte, Har- 
risburg, and Hollidaysburg. In April, 1845, 
the family removed to Potomac Furnace, 
Loudoun County, Va. When in the following 
July, the father died, the widowed mother 
with her nine children returned to Holli- 
daysburg, where her death occurred not 
long after in August, 1847. Our subject then 
became a member of the family of his uncle, 
David McMurtrie, living in Huntingdon, 
and for two years attended the school ot that 
excellent teacher, Mr. John A-. Hall. From 
this school he went to Milnwood Academy, 
in the lower end of Huntingdon County, 
and a year later joined his elder brother, 
Andrew, at the University at Lewisburg. 
While at the University he received an ap- 
pointment as cadet at the United States Mili- 
tary Academy at West Point, which he 



entered July i, 1851. He graduated in June, 
1855, standing eighth in a class of thirty-four 
members ; among his class-mates were Gen- 
erals Averill, Webb, Ruggles and Comstock, 
all prominent officers in the Union Army in 
the War of the Rebellion, and General 
Nichols oi the Confederate Army. He 
was promoted in the army to Bvt. Second 
Lieutenant of Dragoons, July 1, 1855, ^"d 
served in garrison at Jefferson Barracks, 
Mo., in 1855-56, being commissioned Sec- 
ond Lieutenant of First Dragoons, Sept. 4, 
1855. In 1856 he was assigned to frontier 
duty in the West and on the Pacific Coast, 
and remained there until the outbreak of the 
Civil War recalled him to the East. He was 
stationed at Fort Main, New Mexico, in 
1856; took part in the march to California in 
the same year ; was at Fort Tejon, Cal., in 
1856-57 ; Fort Vancouver, Wash., in 1857-58; 
and at Fort Walla Walla, Wash., in 1858. He 
took part in the Spokane Expedition of 1858, 
being engaged in a desperate combat with 
the Indians at To-hots-nimme, Wash., May 
17, 1858 ; was present at the combat of Four 
Lakes, Wash.. September, i, 1858; combat 
on Spokane Plain, September 5, 1858; and 
skirmish on Spokane River, September 8, 
1858. He was on frontier duty at Fort 
Walla Walla, Wash., in 1859; ^^ Fort Dallas. 
Oregon, in 1859-60; was scouting against the 
Snake Indians in i860, being engaged in a 
skirmish near Hamo}' Lake, Oregon, May 
24, i860. The winter of 1860-61 was spent 
in duty on the Warm Spring Reservation. 

Our subject became First Lieutenant oi 
the First Dragoons on March 21, 1861, and 
was made Captain in the Sixth Cavalry on 
May 14, 1861. During the first months of 
the war he saw duty in the defenses of Wash- 
ington, D. C, and throughout the remainder 
of the war was connected with the Army of 
the Potomac. From Oct. 12, 1861, till Janu- 
ary, 1862, he was on sick leave. He became 
Colonel of the 8th Reg. Pa. Vol. Cav. on Jan. 
24, 1862, and took part in the Virginia Pen- 
insular Campaign. He was engaged in the 
battles of Seven Pines and Fair Oaks, May 
31 and June 1, 1862, skirmishes at New Kent 
Court House, Savage Station, Bottom's 
Bridge and White Oak Swamp, June, 1862, 
battle of Glendale, June 30, 1862, battle of 
Malvern Hill, July i, 1862, and covering the 
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movement from Hanson's Landing to York- 
town, August, 1862. He was in the Mary- 
land Campaign of the Army of the Potomac, 
which extended from September to Novem- 
ber, 1862, being engaged in several skirmish- 
es on the march to Falmouth, Va., in October 
and November. On Nov. 29, 1862, our sub- 
ject was commissioned Brigadier General U. 
S. Volunteers. From December, 1862, to 
June, 1863, Gen. Gregg commanded a Divi- 
sion of Cavalry, being engaged in the skir- 
mish at Rappahannock Bridge, April 4, 1863, 
and ** Stoneman's Raid " towards Richmond 
April 13-May 2, 1863. The Pennsylvania 
Campaign of the Army of the Potomac was 
participated in by our subject, still as a cav- 
alry commander: he was engaged in the 
combat of Brandy Station, June 9, 1863, skir- 
mish at Aldie, June 17, Middleburg, June 19, 
Upperville, June 21, 1863, battle of Gettys- 
burg, July 1-2-3, ^863, skirmish at Shepherds- 
town, July 16, 1863, and pursuit of the Rebel 
Army to Warrenton, Va., July, 1863. Cen- 
tral \ irginia then became the scene of oper- 
ations for the Army of the Potomac, and our 
subject there participated in the action at 
Rapidan Station, Sept. 14, Beverly Ford, 
Oct. 12. Auburn, Oct. 14, and New Hope 
Church, Nov. 27, 1863. From March 26 to 
April 6, 1864, Gen. Gregg was in command 
of the Cavalry Corps of the Army of the 
Potomac, and in the Richmond Campaign 
from April 6, 1864, to Feb. 3, 1865, was in 
command of the Second Cavalry Division of 
the Army of the Potomac, being engaged in 
the skirmishes at Todd's Tavern, May 5-7, 
1864, where he was in command. Ground 
Squirrel Church, May 11, 1864, combat at 
Meadow Bridge, May 12, 1864, battle of 
Haw*s Shop, May 28, 1864, skirmish of 
Gaines' House, June 2, 1864, battle of Trevil- 
lian Station, June 11, 1864, action of Truestall 
Station, June 21, 1864, action of St. Mary's 
Church, June 24, 1864, where he was in com- 
mand, skirmish at Warwick Swamp, July 12, 
1864, combat of Darbytown, July 28, 1864, 
skirmish at Lee's Mills, July 30, 1864. On 
Aug. I, 1864, Gen. Gregg came into com- 
mand of the Cavalry of the Army of the 
Potomac, being brevetted on that date Major- 
General U. S. Volunteers " for Highly Mer- 
itorious and Distinguished Conduct Through- 
out the Campaign, Particularly in the Recon- 



naissance on the Charles City Road." On 
Aug. 17, 1864, he was in the action at Deep 
Bottom, skirmishes and battle of Ream's Sta- 
tion, Aug. 23-25, 1864, combat of Peeble's 
Farm, Sept. 29-30, and of the Vaughan Road, 
Oct. I, 1864, where he was in command. The 
battle of Goydton Plank Road, Oct. 27, 1864. 
destruction of Stony Creek Station, Dec. 1, 
1864, and skirmish at Bellefield, Dec. 9, 1864, 
terminated Gen. Gregg's active work in the 
army. He resigned from the service Feb. 3, 
1865. 

Gen. Gregg's brothers, Henry H. and 
Thomas J., were both in the Union Army 
and served three years, the former as Captain 
in the 125th Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf., and as Major 
in the 13th Reg. Pa. Vol. Cav., the latter as 
Lieutenant in the 6th Reg. Pa. Vol. Cav., and 
as aide-de-camp on his brother's staff. 

In February, 1874, President Grant ap- 

fointed General Gregg U. S. Consul at 
rague, Bohemia, which position he resigned 
and returned to Reading in the following 
August, where he has since made his home. 
In 1891 he was nominated by the Republican 
party as its candidate for Auditor-General of 
Pennsylvania, was elected, and made a splen- 
did record in his three years of service. He 
was elected Commander of the Pennsylvania 
Commandery of the Military Order of the 
Loyal Legion of the U. S. in 1886, and was 
continued in office by successive elections 
every year until the present. He is president 
of the board of directors of the Charles 
Evans Cemetery Company of Reading, and 
is a member of the board of trustees of the 
State Lunatic Hospital at Harrisburg. On 
Oct. 6, 1862, General Gregg married Ellen 
F. Sheaff of Reading, a great-granddaughter 
of Frederick A. Muhlenberg, as also of Gov. 
Joseph Hiester. They have two sons, name- 
ly : George SheafI ; and David McMurtrie. 




ANIEL DRENKLE LERCH, de- 
ceased, who was a member of the 
firm. Bright & Lerch, leading 
hardware merchants of the city of 
Reading, was sadly afflicted with blindness 
during the last fourteen years of his life, and 
his marvelous career in business life extend- 
ing over that period was the wonder of all 
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with whom he came in contact. He was a 
son of George Lerch, during his day the 
leading hardware dealer in Reading, where 
our subject was born July 5, 1844. 

After completing his education in the 
schools of Reading, he entered the employ 
of his father, and upon the latter*s demise he, 
in partnership with his brother, William J., 
assumed control of the business, which was 
located above the Mansion House, at 504 
Penn Square. Subsequently William J. 
Lerch retired and disposed of his interest to a 
Mr. Bright, the firm name becoming Bright 
& Lerch. William J. Lerch then engaged in 
the manufacture of cigars, and is one of the 
prosperous business men of the city. In 
1884, our subject was taken ill and was left 
totally blind as a result of the optic nerves 
becoming paralyzed. This was a great shock, 
but with the mdomitable will and energy 
which was always characteristic of him, he 
regained his health in other respects alter a 
gallant struggle and again entered the realms 
of the business world, much to the surprise 
of his many friends and business associates. 
The deprivation of sight seemed to sharpen 
.his intellect and other senses, and a stranger 
seeing him as he sat in his chair in the count- 
ing room or waited upon customers would 
express the greatest surprise when informed 
of his affliction, as his eyes were not disfig- 
ured and the vacant stare which usually 
characterizes the blind was absent. He pur- 
chased the stock for the store with his usual 
f^ood judgment, and in fact his life was very 
ittle changed. He was deprived of the pleas- 
ure of reading, in itself a great misfortune, 
but his wants in that direction were supplied 
in a measure by his son George, who read to 
him from the newspapers and kept him 
posted on all of the current topics of the 
day. He was widely known and honored 
as one of the most remarkable men the city 
of Reading has ever known. He was a man 
of the keenest perception and sound judg- 
ment, and his opinions were not infrequently 
sought by his fellow citizens. In matters of 
public interest and general improvement he 
ever evinced a spirit of progress. He was a 
Democrat in his political afhliations, and was 
a delegate to the Democratic County Con- 
vention which nominated Hiester Clymer, 
Esq., for congress, also aiding largely in 



securing his election. He was also at one 
time a delegate to a Democratic National 
Convention. He was a member of the school 
board for a number of years, and took a deep 
interest in educational matters. In the vari- 
ous capacities in which he served he won 
the high esteem of his colleagues by a quiet, 
straightforward, and impartial course in the 
discharge of his duties. Mr. Lerch died 
February 23, 1898, aged fifty -three years, 
seven months, and eighteen days. 

Mr. Lerch was united in hymeneal bonds 
with Mary Elizabeth Stidfole, a woman of 
many virtues, and a daughter of Joseph E. 
Stidfole of Philadelphia, who was a member 
of the firm, Morgan & Co., proprietors of a 
large wholesale dry goods store on the cor- 
ner of Seventh and Chestnut streets, Phila- 
delphia. This happy union was blessed by 
the birth of the following offspring : George, 
who is now employed by Bright & Co., suc- 
cessors to his lather; Joseph S., who is en- 
gaged in the grocer)^ business in Reading; 
William H., who is with Arms & Early, with 
an office in the Reading Second National 
Bank; Mary Elizabeth, the wile of A. W. 
Pritchett of New York, employed by Kean 
& Hagerty as salesman, and mother of one 
child, Daniel ; Marie, who is a young lady of 
eighteen years; and Emma, who died aged 
nine days. 



R. GEORGE W. KEHL, a rising 
young physician of Reading, was 
\[S)J born September 18, 1871, inBoyer- 
town, Pa., and is a son of William 
D. and Deborah (Hartman) Kehl. 

George Kehl, the grandfather of our sub- 
ject, was a native of New Hanover township, 
where he was born February 6, 1801, and 
where he died May 20, 1839, while in the 

f)rime of life. His son, William D. Kehl, the 
ather of our subject, was born December 16, 
1836, and since 1862 has lived in Boyertown, 
where he is one of the most prominent and 
progressive citizens. He was intimately con- 
nected during his years of business activity 
with all public enterprises which tended to 
elevate the standing of the community, and 
now^ occupies an enviable position in public 
lavor. When he moved to Boyertown, he 




Digitized by 



Google 









Digitized by 



Google 



SAMUEL L. YOUNG. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BERKS COUNTY 



19 



was engaged as a commission merchant, but 
later operated a creamery. He continued in 
that line of business for some years, but gave 
it up when he was called to accept the vice- 
presidency of the Boyertown National Bank, 
which position he still retains. He is inter- 
ested in many business ventures and is pres- 
ident of the Boyertown Mutual Fire Insur- 
ance Co.; president of the Douglassville 
Turnpike Co. ; a director and superintendent 
of the Boyertown Water Works ; and a 
director in the Boyertown Casket Co. Re- 
ligiously, he is an adherent of the faith of the 
St. John's Lutheran Church of Boyertown. 
He was joined in hymeneal bonds with 
Deborah Hartman, a daughter of Conrad 
Hartman, who was born in Oley township, 
December 12, 1801, and died at Marysville, 
near Boyertown, August 28, 1878. This 
union was blessed by the birth of four sons 
and two daughters, whose records are as 
follows: Ada, who was born November 27, 
1866, is the wife of Dr. J. Eliner Porter of 
Pottstown, Pa.; S. Eva, who was born Feb- 
ruary 4, 1868, is the wife of Rev. J. Calvin 
Fisher, who has charge of a pastorate at 
Lebanon, Pa.; George W., the subject of this 
personal history ; Jonathan S., who was born 
June 21, 1873, and died February 21, 1876; 
William, who was born March 2, 1875, is now 
attending the Millville State Normal School ; 
and Lester, born January 16, 1880, who is in 
attendance at Cornell University. In busi- 
ness, William D. Kehl is shrewd, upright and 
exact. His social relations are of the pleas- 
antest nature, and few men stand higher than 
he in the estimation of his fellow-townsmen. 
Surrounded by those elements which make 
life worth living, he finds with each succeed- 
ing day matters of live interest into which he 
throws the same energy and activity which 
has been of such valued service to him these 
many years. 

Our subject is a man of educational attain- 
ments, having received a thorough academic 
afid collegiate training. After completing the 
required course in the public schools of 
Boyertown, he attended Mt. Pleasant Semi- 
nary and later the Arms Academy of Potts- 
town, where he finished his preparation for 
college. He then took a course in the 
Roanoke College of Salem, Va., after which 
he entered the Medical Department of the 



University of Pennsylvania, from which he 
was graduated May io, 1893. He was then 
appointed resident physician at St. Timothy's 
Hospital at Philadelphia for one year, during 
which time he gained valuable experience 
which enabled him to enter auspiciously upon 
his present practice at Reading. Although 
young in years, he has had a thorough prep- 
aration and is well qualified to handle the 
most complicated of cases which may come 
up in general practice. He is one of the 
assistant physicians on the medical staff of St. 
Joseph's Hospital of Reading, and is a mem- 
ber of the Reading Medical Society and the 
Berks County Medical Society. Dr. Kehl 
has a successful practice, and a brilliant 
career is predicted for him. 




AMUEL L. YOUNG. There are 
few men, indeed, in the city of 
Reading who have taken so promi- 
nent a part in the direction of pub- 
lic affairs, or who have contributed so largely 
to the general good of the people at large 
throughout the county, as the gentleman 
whose name heads this sketch, and whose life 
career it now becomes our pleasure to bring 
before the subscribers of this work. Mr. 
Young, whose life has been in the main de- 
voted to law and legal affairs, was born in 
Rockland township, Berks County, Pa., Sep- 
tember 24, 1822, and is a son of Daniel 
Young, a public-spirited citizen of Berks 
County, who is generally remembered by the 
title of Judge Young, having held the posi- 
tion of associate judge for a term of five 
years. 

John Daniel Young, the grandfather of the 
present scion, was born in Westphalia, Ger- 
many; removing to this country about 1785, 
he located in Montgomery County, Pa., 
where he made his home tor eight years. 
His next residence was in Northampton 
County, this state, where he lived five years, 
and then moved to Berks County, locating 
at first in Long Swamp township, and then 
taking up a permanent residence in District 
township, where he continued to live and to 
do his part in the development of the coun- 
try until he was called Home in 181 2. He 
possessed an excellent education, obtained in 
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the schools of his native land, and followed 
the pursuits of a school-teacher in this 
country, also instructing pupils in the art of 
music, with which he was most familiar. 
The last three years of his life, however, 
were engaged in attending to an iron busi- 
ness he had built up in District township, in 
partnership with Jacob Lesher. He was a 
valued member of the Reformed Church, 
working zealously for the cause, and giving 
as liberally as his circumstances would per- 
mit. The communities in which he lived 
knew him as an indefatigable worker, both 
in lines peculiar to his profession and else- 
where. His characteristics of mind and soul, 
love for learning, and eagerness to improve 
each legitimate opportunity, and unconquer- 
ableness under seeming defeat, marked his 
achievements, as they did the acts of his son, 
Judge Daniel Young, and of his grandson, 
Samuel L. Young, of whom these lines are 
written. His wife, Margaret Kuntz, bore 
him the following named children: Daniel, 
Katherinc (Mrs. Daniel Rohrbach), Margaret 
(Mrs. George Rohrbach), Barbara (Mrs. John 
Heydt), Elizabeth (Mrs. George Hess), and 
several who did not survive the age of 
infancy. 

The father of our subject was born April 
13, 1793, in what was then known as Upper 
Salford township, Montgomery County, and 
became a resident of Berks County, as a 
member of his father's family, when a lad of 
five or six summers. His education he se- 
cured in the scho(jls of Pottstown, much of 
it under the direct supervision of his father. 
When a young man be became connected 
with the iron business, in which his father 
had engaged in the last years of his life, and 
worked under his father until that honored 
pioneer's death. From 18 12 until April 3, 
181 5, he held a position as clerk in Trexler's 
Furnace, and tnen went to Rockland town- 
ship, Berks County, where he assumed 
charge, as manager, of the two Rockland 
Forges, owned by Gen. Daniel Udree. He 
continued to manage the affairs of the busi- 
ness for the heirs after the General's death 
in 1828, until April, 1837, when Mr. Young 
removed to Windsor township, and there 
assumed the management of the charcoal 
furnace owned by Jones, Keim & Co., con- 
tinuing in that position until 1843. From 



1841 until he dissolved connection with the 
iron business, he, as assignee, had entire 
charge of the affairs of the company, the firm 
of Jones, Keim & Co. having become insol- 
vent. In 1842 he was elected prothonotary, 
and soon after took up his permanent resi- 
dence in Reading, where he continued to live 
until his death at the advanced age of eighty- 
one years, July 27, 1873. I" '^51 he was 
elevated to a position on the bench as an 
associate judge, and filled out his full term 
of five years with great honor to himself. In 
1857 he was appointed by the Governor as 
one of the prison inspectors, and filled the 
duties of that position until 1866. He was a 
Democrat, originally, and was an active sup- 

Eorter of that party until the War of the 
Lebellion broke out, when he conceived it to 
be his duty as well as pleasure to become a 
Republican, and to aid with every means in 
his power in the preservation of the Union. 
In the Reformed Church he was known as a 
most inHuential and active member; regular 
in his attendance upon religious duties, and 
consistent in every-day life ; he was a valued 
worker, and officiated for many years as 
organist, his musical education having been 
given him by his father. His wife, a Miss 
Lessig, whom he married in 181 5, was born 
in 1795, and died in April, 1852. Two chil- 
dren were the fruits of this union, namely : 
Matilda, born in May, 1817, married to 
Nicholas Jones, in February, 1839, and died 
in June, 1861 ; and Samuel L., the subject of 
this biographical notice. 

At the age of fourteen, our subject, having 
received a thorough preparation in the dis- 
trict schools, entered West Chester Acad- 
emy, sometimes known as the Bolmar Acad- 
emy, being then kept by Anthony Bolmar. 
He remained there from 1836 untirthe spring 
of 1838, when he returned home, and clerked 
for his father at Windsor Furnace until the 
fall of the year, when he again resumed his 
studies at the Academy, remaining until the 
spring of 1830. In Afay, 1841, our subject 
removed to Reading, where he became a 
clerk in the prothonotary 's office under Ben- 
jamin Tyson. When his father succeeded to 
that office, Samuel still discharged the same 
duties as clerk. In 1842 he began his legal 
education as a law student in the office of 
William Strong, Esq., then one of the best 
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attorneys in the county, and subsequently a 
judge of the United States Supreme Court. 
~ Ir. Young was admitted to the Berks Coun- 
ty Bar on Aug. lo, 1847, and rapidly rose to 
prominence as an attorney 01 much more 
than ordinary ability. He has been engaged 
in practice to a great extent ever since, and 
has been very successful. In 1853, <^»^>r sub- 
ject was appointed to the position of Com- 
missioner of the Eastern District of Pennsyl- 
vania of the Circuit Court of the United 
States, and has been continued in that office 
ever since, his last appointment, July i, 1896, 
being for a term of four years. Mr. Young 
has been a hard working and loyal Republi- 
can since the War of the Rebellion, having 
been a Democrat previously. He is a mem- 
ber of the Reformed Church of Reading, Pa. 
He is a scholarly gentleman of varied attain- 
ments, and has taken great pleasure in build- 
ing up a private library, which is most com- 
Elete in its scope, and reflects the owner's 
igh literary tastes. 

Mr. Y^oung married his first wife, Louise 
E. Bechtel, Jan. 27, 1852, who died irt Sep- 
tember, i860, leaving one child, Daniel b., 
who was born Dec. 25, 1852. Daniel B. 
Young received a most thorough education 
in the best schools of the land, matriculating 
at Weyer's West Chester Academy, Pennsyl- 
vania College, and spending two years in 
Harvard College. He was admitted to the 
bar June 10, 1876, after pursuing his studies 
in his father's office, and in the following year 
moved to Chicago, 111., where he practiced 
law until his death in March, 1893. Our sub- 
ject's second wife, Annie E. Teed, whom he 
married June 15, 1864, bore him the following 
six children: Catherine, born April 6, 1865; 
Mary E., born April 24, 1866; William J., 
born Aug. 17, 1867; Thomas, born Nov. 26, 
1868; Walter Scott, born July 13, 1870; and 
Annie, born Jan. 26, 1872. 

At the very outset of the War of the Re- 
bellion, Mr. Young was appointed, April 17, 
1861, chief of staff to Major-General William 
H. Keim, who had been for a number of 
years Major-General of the Fifth Division of 
rennsylvania Volunteers, and who, April 17, 
1 861, was appointed Major-General to com- 
mand a division in the Union Army. In 1862 
Col. Young raised an independent cavalry 
company for the State service and departed 



for Chambersburg to aid in repelling the 
threatened invasion of Pennsylvania by Gen. 
Lee; after the battle of Antietam the com- 
pany was mustered out of the service. Upon 
the invasion of Pennsylvania by Gen. Lee, 
in 1863, Col. Young offered his services to 
Gov. Curtin, and was assigned to the com- 
mand of a reconnoitering body of cavalry, 
being sent to Gettysburg to report to Major 
Haller. He was then instructed to ascertain 
the movement of the enemy. He discovered 
Early's command advancing toward Gettys- 
burg, and so reported. On the Friday pre- 
ceding the battle of Gettysburg, he, with the 
rest of the Union forces, was driven from the 
town to York, Pa., and from there to Wrights- 
ville, being followed by the Rebel general, 
Gordon. On the following day, Sunday, 
June 28, 1863, by order of Gen. Couch, Col. 
Young, Col. Prick and Major Knox burned 
the bridge crossing the Susquehanna River, 
and the enemy returned to Gettysburg, there 
to participate in the three days conflict that 
proved a turning point in the war. On a pre- 
ceding page is shown a portrait of Samuel 
L. Young, who ranks with the best citizens 
of Reading. 



ALLISON ORR, the general super- 
intendent of the Mt. Penn Stove 
Works, of Reading, is well known 
throughout the county as an enter- 
prising and successful business man, and as a 
dutiful citizen and kind neighbor. He is a 
son of William and Margaret H. (White) 
Orr, and was born near Yellow Springs, 
Chester County, March 9, 1845. 

He is of Irish lineage, for his grandfather, 
Robert Orr, was born in Ireland, and was 
brought to America when a mere child. 
Robert Orr's parents located near Yellow 
Springs, and there he was prepared for the 
duties of life : after attaining his majority he 
engaged in agricultural pursuits, which oc- 
cupation he followed until his death, in 1853, 
being known to his neighbors and friends as 
a prosperous man. For many years he was 
sexton of the Vincent Baptist Church. He 
reared a family of five children, namely : 
William, the father of our subject; George; 
John; Jesse; and Mrs. Catherine Sturgis. 
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William Orr, the father of our subject, was 
born near Yellow Springs, in 1809, ^"d early 
in life learned the trade of a shoemaker, 
which he followed for some years. He then 
became interested in an iron ore quarry in 
Chester County, which under his skillful 
management yielded good returns. The lat- 
ter years of his life were spent in agricultural 
Eursuits in the vicinity of the town of his 
irth. He was a regular attendant and a 
deacon of the Baptist Church, to which he 
was a liberal contributor. In his political 
affiliations he was a Democrat. His marriage 
with Margaret H. White was blessed by the 
birth of three children: John W., who is 
connected with the Mt. Penn Stove Works ; 
Jesse, deceased, who was president of the 
Reading Stove Works, and a representative 
citizen of Reading ; and J. Allison, the sub- 
ject of this biographical sketch. 

J. Allison Orr obtained but a limited schol- 
astic training in the public schools ot Pike- 
land, his native township, and at the early age 
of seventeen years began to battle against the 
tide of life. He entered a general store at 
Lawrenceville, Chester County, where he 
was employed as clerk ior a period of six, 
years, or until 1868, when he moved to Read- 
mg, and has since made this city his home. 
He was employed by Orr, Painter & Co., and 
for twelve years was engaged in mounting 
stoves for that firm. In 1880 he moved to 
Philadelphia, and conducted a- milk route for 
two years, when he again returned to Reading, 
and became the last stockholder and director 
in the Mt. Penn Stove Works, which was at 
that time changed- from a partnership to a 
stock company. H6 was soon after made 
general superintendent, which position he 
has since filled with efficiency and satisfac- 
tion to the board of directors and stockhold- 
ers. One hundred men are given constant 
employment, and the business is in a flourish- 
ing condition, for which much credit is due 
Mr. Orr. He was one of the organizers and 
is now president of the Reading Radiator 
Co., which employs a force of thirty hands 
to supply the large trade that has been built 
up in the last few years. He is a man of 
sterling qualities, and has a large circle of 
acquaintances, who hold him in high esteem. 
Mr. Orr was united in matrimonial bonds 
with Cassie R. Saylor, of Parker Ford, Ches- 



ter County, December 31, 1868, and they are 
the happy parents of six children, namely : 
Ella, born in 1870, died in 1872; Flora, born 
in 1872, died in 1873; Jesse, shipping clerk 
for the Mt. Penn Stove Works, was born in 
1875; Bertha, born in 1878; Ellen, born in 
1880, died in 1881 ; and Edwin, born June 8, 
1883. Politically, Mr. Orr is a stanch Repub- 
lican, believing that the prosperity of the 
country is largely due to the protective tariff 
system of his party. 



T-^HARLES H. ARMOUR, the well- 
I QJ known agent of the Wilmington & 
VJ^ Northern R. R., at Reading, has 

^**-^^ been identified with that company 
for many years, and is one of the progressive 
and higfily respected citizens of the city. He 
is a son of John and Ruth M. (Jenkins) 
Armour, and was born December 20, 1854, in 
Cecil County, Md. 

The Armour family is an old and well- 
known family of Maryland, where it has been 
established tor many years. John Armour, 
the father of our subject, and his three sons, 
Stephen L., Samuel H. and John A., were 
soldiers of the Civil War, and served for a 
considerable length of time, making excellent 
records lor bravery and rendering valuable 
service to the cause of the Union. 

Charles H. Armour, the subject of this 
biographical sketch, was reared in his native 
town, but at an early age moved to Wilming- 
ton, Delaware, where, at the age of sixteen 
years, he accepted a position with the Wil- 
mington &: Reading Railroad as a messenger. 
He was deprived of the opportunity of at- 
tending school, but, being a student by 
nature, he did not waste his spare moments, 
preferring rather to remedy his defects in 
education by reading and private study. By 
close application to his work, he was gradu- 
ally promoted from his lowly position to the 
one he now holds. His first rise from mes 
senger bov was to extra agent and operator, 
during which time he became a competent 
telegrapher, and then was transferred to 
Joanna, Berks County, Pa., where he remained 
as station agent for a period of five years. 
He then was given charge of the station at 
Birdsboro, where he faithfully discharged his 
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duties for the succeeding ten years, with the 
exception of one year spent in Reading, when 
he was cashier of the Wilmington Street 
R. R. He was next called to Reading as 
agent, where he has since held his present 
important and responsible position. His time 
being almost entirely taken up by his work, 
his vacations have been spent in travel, of 
which he is very fond. Travel has also 
served as a means of education, and being 
very observing, he has a good knowledge of 
Denver, Seattle, Portland, Oregon, Canada, 
Florida and New Orleans, in all of which he 
has visited. He was one of the prime movers 
in the Sesqui-Centennial, which was cele- 
brated in Reading, in June of 1898, being 
secretary of the Transportation Committee, 
and a member of the Executive Committee, 
which arranged every detail for the mam- 
moth jubilee. He was also chairman ot the 
Signal Corps Committee, in which depart- 
ment he rendered efficient service during the 
celebration. 

December 10, 1876, Mr. Armour was 
united in matrimonial bonds with Sue Shick, 
by whom he has four sons and one daughter, 
namely: George C, Jesse S., Ralph, Agnes 
S. and Charles H. Fraternally, he is a past 
master of Union Lodge, No. 479, of Birds- 
boro; secretary of Reading Chapter, No. 152, 
R. A. M.; a past commander ot De Molay 
Commandery, No. 9, K. T. ; and a member 
of Rajah Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S. 



]rp^RAIM S. MILLER, the veteran 
KJ undertaker and liveryman of the city 
^ II, „ of Reading, is a son of Levi and 
Susanna (Scarlet) Miller. He was born 
March 31, 1840, in Robeson township, this 
county. His grandfather, Jacob Miller, was 
also a native of Berks County, and lived all 
his life in Robeson township, where he was 
a prominent farmer. To him and his wife, 
Susanna Coplin, were born the following 
children: Jacob, Levi, Henry, David, Har- 
riet and Ann. 

Levi Miller, the father, was born in Robe- 
son township, October m, 1817, and passed 
his life there, learning the trade of a black- 
smith, and following that occupation for a 
number of years, wnen it gave place to the 



work of the farm upon which he was en- 
gaged at the time of his death May 10, 1849. 
He was an old line Whig, was very active in 

folitics, and held a number of township offices, 
t is probable that if his career had not been 
cut short at so early an age that he might 
have become a prominent ng^ure in the polit- 
ical affairs of the state. His wife, Susanna 
Scarlet, was born June 29, 18 14, and died 
May 28, 1854. She was a daughter of 
Ephraim and Lydia Scarlet, a Quaker family 
who formerly lived in Chester County, but 
later took up a tract of land on Hay Creek, 
above Birdsboro. This old homestead re- 
mained in the family until quite recently. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Miller were born three children: 
Ephraim S. and two daughters, Elizabeth 
and Mary D., both deceased. 

Ephraim S. Miller was educated in the 
common schools of Robeson township, and 
later attended the school at Morgantown, 
under Professor Tutton. He learned the 
trade of a cabinet maker and in August, 
1861, opened a shop of his own at 329 renn 
street, Reading, where he conducted the 
business for six years. He then gave up 
cabinet making as unprofitable and went to 
420 Washington street, where he opened 
an undertaking establishment. He remains 
there yet, and is the oldest undertaker in the 
city to-day. He has built up a large busi- 
ness and is recognized as a nrst-class morti- 
cian. In connection with this business he 
runs a large livery stable at 31 South Fifth 
street, which is well patronized. His busi- 
ness, which is not by any means confined to 
the city, extends for miles in the country. He 
is a member of the Undertakers* Examining 
Board of the State of Pennsylvania, and de 
votes his entire spare time to perfecting 
himself in every particular of his work. 

Mr. Miller has led two brides to the altar. 
His first wife was Amelia Seyfert, to whom 
he was united March 28, 1861. To them 
were born the following children : Etna, 
Elizabeth, Clyde S., Howard L., Susanna, 
Clayton L, and Daniel, all living. His second 
marriage, contracted with a most estimable 
lady, Deborah H. Lee, a daughter of Thomas 
andf Rachel Lee, a Quaker family of Oley 
township, has once more made his home a 
place 01 comfort and happiness. He is a 
member of the Baptist Church of Reading, 
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and has been on the board of trustees of that 
society for twenty-five years. He is a Re- 
publican, and represented the Seventh Ward 
for three terms in the Common Council of 
the city. He takes an intelligent interest in 
the success of his party, and renders no little 
aid toward its success. He is a member of 
Lod^e No. 62, F. & A. M.; Excelsior Chap- 
ter No. 237, R. A. M.; Reading Comman- 
dery, No. 42, K. T.; the O. U. A. M., and 
the Knights of the Golden Eagle. Mr. Mil- 
ler is a hard-working, capable man, such a 
one as helps to make the success and pros- 
perity of the commonwealth, and is accred- 
ited an honorable place in the hearts of his 
fellow-townsmen. His portrait is shown on 
a preceding page. 



T^APTAIN WILLIAM 1. CLOUS, 
I QJ deceased, a man very prominent in 
V%j social and military circles of the 

^^*— ^ city of Reading, was also a man of 
excellent business propensities, being con- 
nected with different branches of business in 
this locality for many years, chief of which 
was the ice business. He was a son of Daniel 
and Mary (Brownwell) Clous, and was born 
in Womelsdorf, Berks County, Pa., January 
27, 1820, and died February 11, 1897. 

He was reared in his native town until he 
was sixteen years of a^e and attended the 
public schools, after which he came to Read- 
ing and learned the trade of a tailor. After 
serving out his apprenticeship, he entered the 
business on his own account and followed it 
with much success for a number of years, 
ranking as the leading tailor in the city. His 
health being poor, in accordance with the 
wishes of his physician, he relinquished 
tailoring owing to its close confinement and 
embarked in the ice business in 1855, being 
one of the pioneers in that line in Reading. 
He continued to deal extensively in that pro- 
duct for over a period of forty years, wnen 
he retired, in the spring of 1895, to enjoy a 
well earned rest during the remainder of his 
days. He also conducted a confectionery 
store in this citv for a few years, and was 
engaged in the [umbering business in Luzerne 
County. He enlisted in the army during the 
Civil War, but as the crisis was past he did 



not see actual service. Later in life he stood 
very high in military circles, being a captain 
in the Old State Guards, of the Reading 
Artilleryists, and of the Reading Rifles. He 
also served as an aide-de-camp, with rank of 
colonel, upon the staff of the "War Govern- 
or," Andrew G. Curtin. 

Captain Clous was joined in hymeneal 
bonds with Catherine CoUer, and after her 
demise he formed a second alliance, April 29, 
1875, with R. Frances Plank, daughter of 
David and Rebecca (Buck waiter) Plank, and 
their happy union was blessed by the birth of 
lour children, as follows: Francis I.; Ruth P.; 
D. Arthur; and R. Elizabeth. Mrs. Clous 
comes of a very prominent family of Berks 
County, and is a sister of Dr. D. Heber Plank, 
whose biographical record appears elsewhere 
in this work. Politically, Captain Clous was 
a Republican, firm in his views, and a num- 
ber of times represented his ward in the City 
Council. He was an officer in the Reading 
Fire Insurance Company, and was deeply 
interested in other benevolent and beneficial 
societies. He stood high in Masonic circles, 
and was an honored member of the De Molay 
Commandery, No. 9, K. T. Religiously, he 
was a faithful member of the Trinity Luther- 
an Church. He was a man of high principles, 
a kind, loving husband and father, and stood 
high in the esteem of his fellow-citizens. 




M. LUDEN. This prominent and well- 
to-do citizen of Reading has, for the 
past nine years, been successfully 
engaged in the cigar business, and has his 
shop located on North Fifth street. He was 
born in the above city Nov. 9, 1854, and is a 
son of Jacob and Sarah (Musser) Luden. 

Jacob Luden, the father of our subject, 
was born in Amsterdam, Holland; after at- 
taining his majority, he departed from his 
native country and came to the United States, 
locating in the city of Reading, Berks Coun- 
ty, Pa., where he followed his trade as a 
watch maker and jeweler the rest^ of his ac- 
tive days. Politically, he supported the prin- 
ciples of the Democratic party ; in religious 
views, he was a member of the Universalist 
Church. He was united in the bonds of wed- 
lock with Sarah Musser, and the following 
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children blessed their home : one that died 
in infancy ; Caroline, wife of William L. C. 
Bailey of Reading ; E. M., our subject ; Wil- 
liam H. ; Sally, the wife of James B. Marsh: 
and Jacob C. 

E. M. Luden acquired a common school 
education in the schools of Reading, and 
then attended business college for one year. 
After clerking in a store a short time, he be- 
gan the learnmg of the cigar maker's trade, 
and followed that line of business eight years. 
He then began the manufacture of cigars on 
his own account, and later he opened a cigar 
store on North Fifth street, where he has 
been located for the past nine years. 

In politics, Mr. Luden has always taken an 
active part, and conscientiously casts his vote 
in support of the Republican party. He has 
served as assessor of the Seventh Ward 
twelve years ; was elected to the State Leg- 
islature in 1892, and was re-elected in 1896. 
Our subject has been an active member of 
the Reading Fire Department ever since he 
was seventeen years of age ; was police ser- 
geant under Mayor J. R. Kinney three years; 
and was clerk in the postoffice of Reading 
under Postmaster George K. Witner. Mr. 
Luden chose for his life companion Elizabeth 
Etzel, a daughter of John Etzel ; they were 
married Nov. 11, 1885. and are the parents of 
three children, who are named as follows: 
Mary, Edward M., and Elizabeth. 




,EV. JOSEPH ADDISON KUTZ. 
When a minister refuses to better 
his position by accepting charges 
in some of our largest cities, 
where large salaries are paid, in order that 
he might continue to do work among the 
lowly, it proves beyond the possibility of a 
doubt that he is engaged in the work ot Christ 
as a result of noble impulses, and not of pe- 
cuniary inducements. Rev. Kutz, the beloved 
Eastor of the Friendship Home Mission, of 
Leading, has had calls to many very large 
churches; one being one of the most promi- 
nent churches in Baltimore, Md., but all of 
these he refused in order that he might con- 
tinue the good work which was begun by his 
father. He was born in Tremont, Schuylkill 
County, December 17, 1856, and is the son 



of Joseph H. and Mary Z. (Zimmerman) 
Kutz. 

Rev. Joseph H. Kutz, the father of our 
subject, was born in Mahantango township, 
Schuylkill County, June 5, 1832, and was 
reared and educated in that county. Early in 
life, having a desire to enter the ministry, he 
directed his studies with that object in view, 
and at the age of eighteen years became con- 
nected with the Evangelical Association, of 
which he continued an active member until 
1869. In 1873, desiring to locate permanently, 
he moved to Reading, and in response to his 
request, was given the toughest portion of the 
city in which to work. He organized the 
Friendship Home Mission, of which he be- 
came pastor, and the great good done by this 
organization is beyond estimation. He was 
brought in touch with a class of people to 
whom the teachings of the Bible had hereto- 
fore been unknown, and won many from their 
evil tendencies to the Standard of Christ. 
As a revivalist he was very successful, as he 
was a man of convincing eloquence. He 
could speak both the German and English 
languages fluently, which added greatly to 
his efficiency. Mr. Kutz continued in that 
capacity until he was called to his Heavenly 
reward; his death occurring June 8, 1883. 
His worthy companion in the pathway of life 
was Mary Z. Zimmerman, by whom he be- 
came the father of one son, Joseph Addison, 
and two daughters, Mary and Sallie. 

Rev. Joseph Addison Kutz obtained his in- 
tellectual training in the public schools of 
Tremont, Schuylkill County, and in Lebanon, 
after which he was employed with the Read- 
ing Times-Dispatch, Reading, Pa., for a period 
of sixteen months. He then began to study 
for the ministry under the direction of his 
father and Prof. Staub, being ordained to 
preach in 1882. He followed closely in the 
footsteps of his father, and upon the death of 
the latter became pastor of the Friendship 
Home Mission, in which capacity his work 
received deserved recognition throughout 
this section of the State, and brought him 
flattering calls to many other charges. There 
are a number of auxiliary bodies to the 
church, all of which are in a flourishing con- 
dition. Rev. Kutz has a high ideal of what 
man should be, and lives up to it in every 
respect. 
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He and Miss Helen Kllinger took mar- 
riage vows on February 2, 1878, and to their 
happy union have been born the following 
children : Jay Henry, who was born July 
5, 1879; Earl M., born December 28, 1882 ; 
Beulah, born May 14, 1885; and Nellie T., 
born March 6, 1896. 



OHN M. KISSINGER, president of 
the Schuylkill Valley Bank, has been 
actively engaged in business in Read- 
ing since 1847. His name has been 
symbolical of success, whether in the quiet 
pursuits of the different lines of mercantile 
business in which he has been engaged, or in 
the more widely diffused field of public work. 
His ancestors were prominent in the early 
history of Berks County, and left names that 
will long survive in the affections of the peo- 
ple. Mr. Kissinger was born Feb.. 14, 1824, 
in Bern township, this county, at what is still 
known as Kissinger's Bridge, his parents be- 
ing John and Margaret (Madeira) Kissinger. 
Ulrich Kissinger, his grandfather, was from 
Alsace-Lorraine, that French province of the 
German Empire, gained by Teutonic prow- 
ess in the Franco- Prussian War. lie in com- 
pany with four brothers and two sisters came 
to America in 1770, and made his stopping 
place on the Schuylkill River, in this county, 
at what is now Kissinger's Bridge. There 
he purchased a flour mill and passed the re- 
mamder of his days in carrying on milling. 
In 1811 he constructed at his mill the first 
bridge over the Schuylkill River in Berks 
County, the famous Kissinger Chain Bridge, 
which, in 1833, was torn down by the Schuyl- 
kill Navigation Co., and replacecl by a wood- 
en bridge with roof and sides. His life work 
was ended in 1826. 

John Kissinger, the father, was born at 
Kissinger's Bridge, Feb. 8, 1790. He learned 
the trade of a miller with his father, and 
worked at that trade until 1833, when the 
mill and bridge were destroyed to put in the 
canal, when he moved to Reading and open- 
ed a wood and coal business in that city, at 
the foot of Penn street. He was thus en- 
gaged for eight years, five years with a part- 
ner and the remaining three by himself. In 
1844 he once more took up his residence 
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the country, in Spring township, where he 
farmed for six years, but at the end of that 
time he moved again to Reading, living in 
retirement for the sixteen remaining years of 
his life. He died in April, 1866, at the ad- 
vanced age of seventy-six years, after a well 
rounded life of usefulness and honor. He 
was a Democrat in his early manhood, but 
when the question of slavery was made the 
issue, deserting the standard of Stephen A. 
Douglass, he cast his vote for Lincoln and 
the oppressed, and from that time remained 
with the Republican party. He was a consist- 
ent member and earnest laborer of the Trinity 
Lutheran Church of Reading. He was twice 
married, the first time to a Miss Reland,and 
the second time to Margaret Madeira. His 
second marriage resultedin the birth of the fol- 
lowing children : Amelia, who was twice mar- 
ried, first to John Meicks, and then to Wil- 
liam Himmelwright ; John M.; Louisa, the 
widow of Jacob Kauffman, now residing in 
Reading ; and Catherine, the wife of C. D. 
Geiger, both of whom are now deceased. 

John M. Kissinger was educated in the 
** pay ** or select schools that were common 
to the early day. At the age of twenty-three, 
in 1847, he entered into partnership with 
Samuel Frees and opened a wood and coal 
office at the foot 01 Penn street. Eleven 
years later, in 1858, they added milling to 
their other line of business and continued it 
until i860. Mr. Kissinger then disposed of 
his share in the enterprise and engaged with 
Jacob Kauffman in a general mercantile busi- 
ness on the corner of Third and Penn streets. 
This partnership lasted for three years, when 
our subject engaged in the scrap iron indus- 
try, a pursuit that still claims much of his at- 
tention. In 1890, on July 21, the Schuylkill 
Valley Bank ot Reading was organized, and 
Mr. Kissinger, who was one of the principal 
promoters of the institution, was made presi- 
dent, and has been continued in that capacity 
until the present time. The officers of the 
Bank at the present time are : John M. Kis- 
singer, president ; Frank P. Lauer, vice-presi- 
dent ; and M. V. R. Custer, cashidr. Messrs. 
Kissinger and Lauer are among the fourteen 
directors of the institution, and its present 
flourishing condition is in a great measure 
attributable to the care and financial fore- 
sight of its president. That it is conducted 
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on a sound basis is proved by the fact that it 
has doubled its capital stock since it started 
in business. At the time of its organization 
in 1890, it had a paid up capital stock of 
$50,000.00 ; two years later this was increased 
to $75,000.00, and at the present time the cap- 
ital stock is $100,000.00, with a surplus fund 
of $75,000.00. In all his business undertak- 
ings Mr. Kissinger has been uniformly suc- 
cessful, and has built up a neat competency, 
but is too energetic and industrious to retire 
trom active labor, although well along in 
years. 

Mr. Kissinger has been twice married ; his 
first wife was Catherine Ruth. His second 
helpmeet, Henrietta Zacharias, daughter of 
George Zacharias of Amity township, this 
county, was bom in August, 1826. This sec- 
ond union resulted in the birth of three chil- 
dren, sons, who died in infancy at the ages ot 
one and one-half, two and one-half, and three 
and one-half years. Our subject has been a 
Republican ever since the party has been or- 
ganized, and has served as a member of the 
Council. He was confirmed in the Lutheran 
Church, but has since united with the Second 
Reformed Church, in which he is an active 
worker and a liberal contributor to worthy 
causes. His life has been filled with deeds ot 
kindliness and helpfulness to others, and his 
, conduct has been such as to win for him the 
highest praise and approbation of his fellow- 
citizens. He is upright and honorable, and 
is highly esteemed by all. 




■ON. JEREMIAH HAGENMAN, ex- 
judge of Berks County, and now 
the senior member of the law firm 
of J. Hagenman & Son of Read- 
ing, established an enviable reputation in his 
twenty years of work on the bench as being 
one 01 the most just, impartial, and learned 
jurists that has ever presided over Berks 
County courts. His adjudications have gen- 
erally been sustained, when appeals have 
carried the cases for further hearing before 
higher courts ; the history of one celebrated 
cause, the Hunsicker conspiracy trial, pre- 
sents a remarkable record ; it was in court 
for eighteen weeks, and manv exceptions 
were made to his decisions, with the result 



that the case was appealed to the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania, which sustained 
Judge Hagenman in the matter of every one 
of the 350 exceptions, not reversing a single 
one of his rulings. Truly a record of which 
to be proud ! This trial was fought by some 
of the ablest counsel in the state. 

Judge Hagenman was born at Phoenix- 
ville, Chester County, Pa., February 6, 1820, 
and is a son of Jeremiah F. and Mary H. 
Hagenman. * The elder Hagenman and his 
wife were Germans, and had been residents 
of this country not a great while when their 
son was born to them, having come to the 
United States from Wurtemberg in 1816, 
shortly after their marriage. The family 
lived in the little yellow house in Phoenix- 
ville, close to the Phoenix Iron Works, for a 
number of years, the father supporting the 
family by his labors as a nail packer in the 
nail works close by. In 1836, the family 
moved to Reading, where our subject's father 
died in 1856, having devoted his entire ac- 
tive life to the iron industry. He was a 
Democrat in his political preferences, and with 
his family regularly attended divine worship 
at the Lutheran Church. His wife, whose 
maiden name was Mary H. Idler, lived to 
attain the advanced age of ninety-three 
years. Three children made up the remain- 
der of the family, as follows: Lewis; Jere- 
miah, our subject ; and Mary (Craig). 

Judge Hagenman laid the foundations of 
his education in Phoenixville as a studious 
pupil in the common schools. As soon as 
the young lad was old and hardy enough to 
stand hard labor, the father took him into 
the nail works to assist him in packing nails. 
However, the boy was not destined for that 
work, as an accident befell him that changed 
the whole after course of his life. On one au- 
tumn day he was out with a number of youth- 
ful companions for the purpose of gatnering 
together a store of hickory nuts; the little 
party in the course of their search came to a 
tall tree, laden with the nuts they so much 
desired, and this tree it was decided young 
Jerry should climb, and then shake off the 
nuts. Everything did not run so smoothly 
as was anticipated, for the subject of these 
memoirs in some way lost his hold and, fall- 
ing to the ground, broke his arm. The 
fracture was set, and everything seemed to 



Digitized by 



Google 



30 



BOOK OF BIOGRAPHIES 



be doing well, when mortification set in, the 
bandages having been kept on too long. Of 
course, with such a state of affairs, nothing 
could be done but amputate the arm, which 
was accordingly done. The result of this 
accident was that our subject, recognizing 
his incapacity tor manual labor with one 
arm, resolved upon the study of the legal 
profession. Until he became old enough to 
teach, he assisted his father as much as he 
could in packing nails at the mill, and per- 
fected himself in his studies. He began 
teaching school in June, 1836, at Phoenix- 
ville, Pa., remaining there three months, then 
removing to Reading, where he taught 
school six months, while reading law under 
the direction of Peter Filbert, Esq. Judge 
Hagenman was admitted to the bar on April 
7, 1842, and in the following autumn opened 
an office at Reading, very soon building up a 
very satisfactory practice in general law and 
equity, which has been his life-work, 

Judge Hagenman associated politics with 
his legal practice from the first, and until his 
elevation to the bench in 1869 was very promi- 
nently identified with the Democratic party 
as an active worker. He was selected from 
this district as a delegate on a number of 
occasions to state conventions, and was a 
delegate to the National Democratic Con- 
vention of 1868, which nominated Horatio 
Seymour for President. The office of dis- 
trict attorney was created by the act of May 
3, 1850, the office having previously been an 
appointive one, under the State Attorney- 
General : in the ensuing election of 1850, 
Judge Hagenman was elected as the first 
incumbent of the office, and at the expiration 
of his three-years' term was re-elected for a 
like period. His services in office met with 
the entire approbation of the citizens of the 
county, and he was tendered a third term, 
but he firmly declined, for he wished to have 
time to attend to his practice, which had 
assumed large proportions ; as it was he held 
a longer term than has been held by any 
other district attorney since the office was 
created. 

On October 12, 1869, our subject was 
elected to the office of additional law judge 
for ten years, his term commencing on De- 
cember 6, 1869. The resignation of Judge 
Warren J. Woodward, who had been elected 



to the Supreme Court, created a vacancy in 
the presiding judgeship, to which Judge 
Hagenman was promoted on January 13, 
1875. At the expiration of his first term of 
ten years. Judge Hagenman was re-elected 
for an additional term, terminating his duties 
as a judge in 1890. Since then he has prac- 
ticed with his son, George F., his work 
being confined to giving counsel. 

For about forty years. Judge Hagen- 
man was actively connected with the public 
schools of Reading, being a director on the 
school board for nearly thirty years of 
this period. For twenty years he was a 
member of the high school committee, and 
contributed largely to the building of the 
high school structure, and other school build- 
ings, by his wise and timely suggestions on 
important matters of improvement. It was 
largely through the efforts of the Judge 
that the Girls' High School was established. 
He was the first to champion the plan of 
heating the buildings bv stoves or furnaces, 
placed in the cellars. The first utilization of 
this plan was in 1865, in the Elm Street 
Building. One of Reading's finest public 
schools, the 'J. Hagenman School Build- 
ing," was named after him, in recognition of 
his work in the cause of better looking, bet- 
ter appointed, and more commodious schools. 

In 1889, our subject was elected president 
of the Keystone National Bank, and still 
holds that position. Fraternally, he is a 
member of oalome Lodge, No. 105, I. O. O. 
F., and Reading Encampment, No. 43. He 
has ever been an enthusiastic Odd Fellow, 
and has taken an abiding interest in the suc- 
cess of the Order from the outset. He is a 
member of Grace Lutheran Church, and 
holds a place of prominence on the Church 
Council. 

Judge Hagenman entered the married 
state in 1850, marrying in that year Louisa 
E. Boyer, daughter of George Boyer, who in 
his time was one of the leading citizens of 
Reading. Mrs. Hagenman was born in 
1820. George F. Hagenman, their only son, 
was born March 7. 1857, receiving a prelim- 
inary education in the Reading public 
schools, and pursued a classical course in the 
Reading High School, graduating from that 
institution in 1876. He then studied law 
under Henry C. G. Reber, Esq., of Reading, 
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was admitted to the Berks County bar on 
January 22, 1881, and practiced alone until 
1889, when he became associated with his 
father in business, under the firm name of 
J. Hagenman & Son, which arrangement 
still continues, George F. doing the active 
and routine work, while our subject, with 
his wide and varied experience, gives the 
best of counsel. George F. Hagenman is, 
like his father, a Democrat ; he was county 
solicitor for four years, and has served on 
the school board for two years. Socially, he 
is high in Masonic circles, being a member 
of Lodge No. 62, F. & A. M., Reading, Pa.; 
Reading Royal Arch Chapter, No. 152, be- 
ing past high priest; DeMolay Comman- 
dery. No. 9, K. T., in which he is past com- 
mander, and Rajah Temple of the A. A. O. 
N. M. S. 




,ROF. MARTIN E. SCHEIBNER, 

the well-known principal of the 
Boys' High School and a prom- 
inent educator of the city of Read- 
ing, was a soldier of the Civil War, during 
which long-continued struggle he established 
a reputation tor bravery and daring that is 
unsurpassed in this section of the state. He 
is a son of Edward Scheibner, and is a Rus- 
sian by birth, having been born south of the 
city of Moscow, Oct. 13,. 1842^ 

rrof. Scheibner was reared in his native 
country, and obtained his education in the 
University of Warsaw, from which he was 
graduated in 1862, and in other leading insti- 
tutions of Europe. He came to America in 
the spring of 1863, and being in sympathy 
with the cause of the Union, immediately 
enlisted his services in its behalf. He became 
a private in Co. G, 90th Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf., 
and continued as a member of that organiza- 
tion until the close of the war. He gave the 
best account of himself at Mine Run. when 
by an act of great daring and heroism he 
saved the lives of many of his fellow soldiers. 
It was in the fall of 1863, when the Federal 
forces, lying in the valley, were preparing to 
rush up the hill, whose tops were crowned 
with strong fortifications and defended by 
Lee's best troops, who were shelling the 
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Union forces below. Shells were falling 
thick and fast in the Union line, and one in 
particular fell close to a group of the mem- 
bers of the 90th Pennsylvania, who were ly- 
ing behind a stack of regimental knapsacks. 
A general scattering took place, our subject 
being the only one to retam his presence of 
mind. QuicK as thought and with marvelous 
coolness, he removed the stopper from his 
canteen and poured the coffee from it upon 
the burning fuse just in the nick of time. 
On May 5, 1864, in the battle of the Wilder- 
ness, in an unsuccessful charge of his com- 
pany, he fell, seriously wounded, and there 
lay in the line of battle between the two 
forces. By his side a companion lay dead, 
whose body he relieved of all valuables in 
order to save them from the Rebels. He got 
two $20.00 bills, and among other things took 
from the knapsack a picture of the comrade's 
mother or sister, who possessed a winsome 
and attractive face. Under the cover of 
darkness. Prof. Scheibner was removed to 
within the Union lines by several of his com- 
panions, and was placed in the field hos- 
pital. Failing to recuperate as quickly as 
desired, he was sent to the hospital at Wash- 
ington, where he obtained the best of treat- 
ment. In his ward the face of one of the 
nurses was particularly attractive to him and 
one that he had seen before, but he knew not 
where. After a time it dawned upon him 
that it was the original of the picture which 
he had taken from his dead comrade. It 
was a very affecting scene when the sad in- 
telligence .was revealed to her and the picture 
exhibited as proof. In 1865, when he left the 
hospital, he also received his honorable dis- 
charge. Although at a very late day, in 
1896, he received a medal in recognition of 
his act of bravery at Mine Run, accompanied 
bj the following epistle : " Record and Pen- 
sion Office, War Department, Jan, 23, 1896, 
Prof. M. E. Scheibner, private Co. G., 90th 
Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf., Reading Pa.: Dear Sir— 
* I have the honor to inform you that by the 
direction of the President, and in accordance 
with the Act of Congress, approved March 
3, 1863, providing for the presentation of 
medals to such officers, non-commissioned 
and privates, as have distinguished them- 
selves in action, the Assistant Secretary of 
War has awarded you a medal of honor for 
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most distinguished gallantry in action at 
Mine Run/*' 

After leaving the service, our subject en- 
tered the office of the New York Tribune as 
proof reader under Horace Greeley, and re- 
tained that position until 1870. During that 
time he also traveled considerably, both for 
pleasure, and as a means of education, visit- 
ing the principal places of interest in the 
United States and South America. In 1870 
he went to France and enlisted in the service 
under the noted leader. Garibaldi, but had 
the misfortune to be taken prisoner at Sedan. 
At that time General Sheridan was repre- 
senting the United States in that country as 
a student of the military tactics of foreign 
nations. As a result of his earnest appeals, 
Prot. Scheibner was released and sent to Eng- 
land, whence he returned to the United 
States. He located at Pittsburg, where he 
took up the profession of a teacher in Alle- 
gheny, and subsequently had charge of a 
number of institutions, such as Beaver Sem- 
inary of Doylestown, and the public schools 
of Johnstown, Pa. In 1881 he came to Read- 
ing and became principal of the Boys' High 
School, in which capacity he has efficiently 
served from that day to this. He has the 
hearty co-operation of the people and board 
of education, who are always ready to ap- 
preciate honest and well-directed efforts. He 
IS a man of undying patriotism, which fact 
being appreciated by the G. A. R. of the 
state, he was appointed by the department 
commander to tatce measures toward infusing 
a like spirit into the schools. In 1872 Prof. 
Scheibner was united in marriage with Maria 
J. Garrard, a woman of many excellent traits 
of character, who has been a worthy com- 
panion to him. Religiously, they are con- 
sistent members of the Baptist Church. It 
is with pleasure that we present on a preced- 
ing page an exxellent portrait of this well- 
known educator and patriotic citizen. 



^ADOSA S. STEVENS, the well- 
known proprietor of one of the 
leading drug stores in the city, has 
been engaged in that line of^ iDusi- 
ness in Reading for almost a half century, 
and has been successful from the very first. 




He is a gentleman of high character and is 
highly esteemed by a large number of friends 
throughout his section ol the county. He is 
a son of Thomas Jefferson and Margaret 
(Kane) Stevens, and was born in Cumberland 
County, near the boundary line of that 
county and Perry County, October 2, 1825. 

His grandfather on the paternal side was 
George Stevens, a native of England, who 
upon coming to America located m Cumber- 
land County, Pa., where he spent the remain- 
der of his life, dying at the advanced age of 
ninety years, file fought valiantly for the 
cause 01 our country in our second struggle 
against British oppression in 181 2. He was 
a prominent manufacturer of woolen goods 
in his day and was quite prosperous. 

Thomas Jefferson Stevens was born in 
Cumberland Count)% and after attaining 
man's estate succeeded to his father's busi- 
ness, which he conducted throughout life. 
Although a thorough business man, he did 
not allow business to detract from the culti- 
vation of his other natural talents, being 
especially fond of music and painting. He 
was also a man of literary tastes and spent 
much time in reading and in scientific 
research ; during his life he accumulated a 
large and interesting collection of curios. 
He was an intimate friend of the well-known 
scientist Spencer Baird, who was one of the 
first superintendents of the Smithsonian Insti- 
tute. He was a good neighbor and a true 
friend and discharged every obligation of a 
dutiful citizen. 

Sadosa S. Stevens, the subject of this biog- 
raphy, obtained his education in the subscrip- 
tion schools which were in existence in his 
boyhood, attending them until he was nearly 
fifteen years of age, when he moved to Car- 
lisle and began to study for the career of a 
druggist. He subsequently went to Phila- 
delphia, where he followea that line of busi- 
ness until 1849, when he came to Reading, 
and in partnership with Philip Zieber con- 
ducted a drug store for one year. When the 
partnership was dissolved, Mr. Stevens pur- 
chased his partner's interest and has since 
conducted the store alone. He was energetic 
and enterprising and it took him but a short 
time to acquire a large patronage, including 
that of the leading citizens of Reading, 
which he has since held by his honest 
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methods and the courtesy which is always 
extended to his customers. He has also been 
deeply interested in the progress of the city's 
interests, and in 1872 was one of the organ- 
izers of the board ot health, of which he was 
a member for ten years. He also served one 
term in the capacity of school director, per- 
forming the duties of that office in a straight- 
forward and impartial manner. For a number 
of years he has served as chairman of the 
library committee, and holds that office at the 
present time. 

Mr. Stevens was joined in wedlock with 
Ellen B. Kerper, daughter ol Abraham and 
Elizabeth (Boyer) Kerper, and their happy 
union has been blessed by the birth of the 
following children : Frank Van Dyke, who 
died at the age of five years; Emily, who 
died at the age of three years; William Ker- 
per, an attorney of Reading and a member of 
the firm of Stevens & Stevens; and Bessie 
K., the wife of Rev. William P. Taylor, an 
Episcopal minister located at Morristown, 
N. J. Politically, our subject was originally 
a Whig, but became a Republican upon the 
organization of that party, his family being 
active in its sympathy with the cause of the 
Abolitionists. 



7-^APT. JOHN C. A. HOFFEDITZ, 
I (iJ who has practically lived in retire- 
V%^ ment for nearly a quarter of a 

^^ ^ century, is one of the good, sub- 
stantial, and reliable citizens of the city of 
Reading. He was born in Upper Mount 
Bethel township, Northampton County, Pa., 
April 5, 1829, and is a son of Rev. Theodore 
L. and Julia (Roth) Hofleditz. 

Theodore Ludwig HofTcditz, the father of 
our subject, was born in Germany, and came 
to America a young man of eighteen years ; 
he had learnedf the trade of a piano maker in 
his native land, and followed it in this country 
for a few years. Being a man of scholarly 
attainments, he turned his attention to teach- 
ing school in the northern part of Berks 
County, after which he took up the study of 
thcolog)' in Philadelphia under a minister of 
the Reformed Church. He was engaged in 
Biblical instruction the remainder of his 
life, a period of forty-six years, and was one 



of the most active ministers of the Reformed 
Church at that time, being president of the 
Synod a number of times. He was one of a 
committee, composed of Rev. Benjamin 
Schneck and himself, who were sent abroad 
to secure a German Professor for the Mer- 
cersburg College, which resulted in their 
returning home with the Rev. Dr. Philip 
Schaff, who later won distinction as a writer 
in America. Rev. Mr. Hoffeditz was an 
earnest and eloquent advocate of the church, 
and while residing in Upper Mount Bethel 
township, Northampton County, he traveled 
as far as sixty miles to and from his charges, 
always makmg the journey on horseback. 
He was united in the holy bonds of wedlock 
with Julia Roth, who was born in Saucon 
township in 1793. Their union resulted in 
the following issue : Louisa, who is still liv- 
ing and is unmarried ; Theodore C. W., de- 
ceased, who was a minister of the Reformed 
Church ; Matilda, deceased, who after her 
marriage moved west ; Maria W., deceased ; 
Charles W. L., who is living in retirement in 
the city of Philadelphia : Pauline C, who is 
still living and remains unmarried ; Capt. 
John C. A., in whom the interest of this 
sketch centers; William B., deceased, was a 
printer by trade and lived in Anaconda, Mon- 
tana; and Emma Julia, who lives in Lehigh 
County, Pa. Rev. Mr. Hofleditz closed his 
eyes in final sleep in 1858, and his beloved 
wife survived him one year, dying at the age 
of sixty-six years. 

Capt. John C. A. Hofleditz was intellectu- 
ally prepared for the battles of life in Naza- 
reth Hall Academy, in Northampton County, 
and started out in life by learnmg the trade 
of a tanner and currier, which he followed a 
few years. He came to the city of Reading 
in May, 1852, and embarked in the dry goods 
business, at which he continued for three 
years, when he went into the wholesale 
liquor business, and continued at that for a 
period of twenty years. During that time 
he was also connected with oil development, 
and in 1865 was engaged in boring two wells 
in Canada, from which he realized handsome 
profits. In 1867 he became superintendent 
of the construction of the Grand Boulevard 
west of Central Park in the city of New 
York, being thus employed for about one 
year. In 1868 he became connected with 
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the East Penn R. R., continuing^ until it 
came under the management of the P. & R. 
R. R. one year later. After closing out the 
liquor busmess, he, in partnership with his 
son, built a large factory in Reading, where 
they were engaged in the manufacture of 
carriages for three or four years, since which 
he has lived a retired lite. Prior to the 
Civil War he was connected with a cavalry 
company, and when the war broke out in 
1861 he organized a company of cavalry- 
men, of which he was captain, and it was tfie 
first to be accepted by General Cameron, 
then Secretary of War, after the First Battle 
of Bull Run. The organization left Reading 
as an independent company August 3, 1861, 
but was soon after attached to the First 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, and served throughout 
the entire war. Our subject served faith- 
fully for eleven months, when he was incapa- 
citated for further service by a disease of the 
throat. He was compelled to leave the 
camp much against his will, and returned to 
his home. About one-half of this brave and 
patriotic company who left happy homes, 
and sacrificed the business in vvfiich they 
were engaged, gave up their lives in the de- 
fense of their country. 

Capt. Hoffeditz was united in marriage 
with Emma Reifsnydcr, a native of Reading, 
and they reared four children, of whom but 
one now lives, J. Calvin, who is collector for 
Peter Barbey & Son, brewers. Politically, 
our subject originally was a Whig, but upon 
the organization of the Republican party, he 
became a follower of Fremont and Lincoln. 
He has always taken an active part in the 
affairs of his party, and is at present assessor 
for the Seventh Ward of the city of Read- 
ing, the wealthiest ward of the city, and has 
performed his duties in a manner satisfactory 
to all Concerned. lie also served twelve 
years as a member of the school board 
from the Seventh Ward. Socially, he is 
very prominent in the work of the Masonic 
Order, being a member of Chandler Lodge, 
No. 227, F. & A. M., of which he is the third 
oldest past officer living ; he is a member of 
Reading Chapter, No. 152, R. A. M., and the 
DeMolay Commandery, No. 9, K. T. In re- 
ligious attachments he is a consistemt mem- 
ber of the Reformed Church. His portrait 
is shown on a preceding page. 



^-i^VTNAHLON SHAABER. This pop- 
L I —J ular and energetic business man of 
J« |[7| Reading is the proprietor of the 
^ -*- ^^^ Post Office Cigar Store and Pool 
Room located at No. 37 North Fifth street, 
and was born in Reading, April 12, 1844. 
He is a son of John C. and Elizabeth (Schis- 
ler) Shaaber. 

Andrew Shaaber, the great great-grand- 
father of our subject, was of German 
extraction; he located in Reading in 1754, 
and may easily be classed among the pioneer 
settlers of Berks County. He was the pro- 
genitor of a family of children, one of whom 
was Andrew Shaaber, Jr., the great-grand- 
father of our subject, who was a native of 
Reading. The early records of Berks 
County show that he was a tax payer of 
Reading in 1775. His wife was Elizabeth 
Sauerbier, and among their children was 
John, the grandfather of our subject, who 
was born in Reading March 5, 1790. He 
resided in this city all his life, and was the 
owner Of the old family homestead located 
on the corner of Ninth and Franklin streets. 
He was a hatter by trade, and followed that 
occupation throughout his entire life. He 
was a member of the Trinity Lutheran 
Church. He was wedded October 11, 1810, 
to Mary Caldwell, who was born in Berks 
County May 14, 1791. The grandfather of 
our subject died in Reading, November 11, 
1839; his wile died March 11, 1844. They 
were the parents of the following children : 
Catherine, born February 9, 181 1 ; Elizabeth, 
February 24, 18 13; Margaret, November, 
1815, was married to Frederick Dcase; Mary, 
June 29, 1818; John C, October 30, 1820, the 
father of our subject ; George, August 6, 
1823; Sarah, November 13, 1825; Peter, 
December 16, 1828; Rebecca, June 23, 1830; 
Daniel and Jacob, twins, December 19, 1832 ; 
and Henry W., January 29, 1835. 

John C. Shaaber, the father of our subject, 
was a blacksmith by trade, and resided at No. 
130 South Ninth street. He was a born me- 
chanic, and was a valued citizen of his com- 
munity. In politics he was formerly an old 
line Whig, but when this party was aband- 
oned, he became a Republican, and took an 
active part in local politics. He was joined 
in marriage with Elizabeth Schislcr, a native 
of Lehigh County, Pa., and a family of three 
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sons and four daughters blessed this union, 
namely : Maria, deceased, was a music teacher 
in the Lewisburg Seminary ; Ella is the wife 
of Frank Knerr of Reading ; Susan died in 
her infancy ; Elizabeth also died young ; 
Adam J., a blacksmith by trade and a resident 
of Reading, enlisted in the 42nd Reg. Pa., 
Emergency Company, and served until 1863 
in this company, and then enlisted for 100 
days in the 190th Reg. Pa. Vol. Int., known 
as the Fifth Union League; John, an em- 
ployee of the United States Mail Service, is a 
carrier of this city ; and Mahlon, our subject. 

Mahlon Shaaber attended the public 
schools of Reading but a short time, being 
unable to attend on account of his poor 
health. Later he worked for different iron 
companies of Reading, learning the trade of 
a machinist, and followed that occupation 
until February i, 1898, when he purchased 
the Post Office Cigar Store and Pool Room, 
located at No. 37 North Fifth street, Reading. 
Mr. Shaaber carries a fine stock of cigars, his 
billiard tables are nothing but the best, and 
his parlors are a popular resort with the 
young men of the city. Our subject ren- 
dered valuable service toward the Union 
cause during the late Rebellion, enlisting in 
the Union Army in October, 1861; he was 
assigned to Co. B, 93rd Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf. 
At the battle of Fair Oaks, May 31, 1862, he 
was severely wounded, which circumstance 
compelled him to give up his service for 
some time ; later he re-enlisted in the 42nd 
Regiment for three months, and was given 
the rank of corporal ; at the expiration of his 
term he re-enlisted in the 196th Reg., known 
as the Fifth Union League Regiment, as a first 
lieutenant, and served three months. When 
our subject was wounded at Fair Oaks he 
was held a prisoner on the field two days ; 
the wound which he received still gives him 
much trouble, and he has never since been 
able to do much if any manual labor. 

Mr. Shaaber is a strong Republican, and 
served as chief of police one term under the 
administration of Mayor James R. Kinney. 
Socially, he is a member of the G. A. R., 
McLean Post No. 16; and Encampment No. 
43, Union Veteran Legion. Our subject was 
united in the bonds of matrimony with Mary 
A. Hooker, a daughter of Amos Hooker, a 
foreman in the P. & R. R. R. shops of Read- 



ing. To them were born five children, as 
follows: John E., deceased ; Arthur Osbeck, 
deceased; Minnie, the wife of Charles Rhein, 
an employee of the United States Express 
Compan}^ of Reading; Edmund Garfield, 
born May 20, 1881, is now serving an appren- 
ticeship to the machinist's trade; and Stewart 
Logan. 



If; 



ILLIAM ROBINSON McILVAIN, 
who was engaged in the manufac- 
ture of boiler tanks, bridge iron, 
and steel in the city of Reading for a period 
of forty years, retired at the beginning of 
the year, 1898, to spend the remainder or his 
life in the enjoyment of a handsome compe- 
tency gained through the labors of his early 
life. He is a son of William and Sarah 
Crosby (Morton) Mcllvain, and was born in 
Berks County, near Jones' Mines, Jan. 28, 
1 841. 

The Mcllvain family originally came from 
the north of Ireland, and are typical repre- 
sentatives of that sturdy Scotch- Irish race, 
who came from that section and became some 
of our best American citizens. James Mcll- 
vain, the first to establish the family name in 
this country, was born in County Antrim. Ire- 
land, and emigrated to this country in 1724, 
locating in Delaware County, Pa. He reared 
a son, John, whose son, James, was the grand- 
father of our subject. On the maternal side 
the ancestry is traced back to John Morton, 
the speaker of the Colonial Assembly from 
Pennsylvania, and a signer of the Declara- 
tion 01 Independence. He was the father of 
Sketchley, tne grandfather of Adam Taylor, 
and the great-grandfather of the mother of 
our subject. 

James Mcllvain. the grandfather of our 
subject, was united in matrimonial bonds with 
Mary Robinson, who was a daughter of 
Abraham Robinson, a man of distinction in 
New Castle County, Del. He was judge 
of the court of common pleas in that county, 
w\is a member of the House of Assembly of 
Delaware in 1776 and 1777, ^"d was also on 
the committee of safety tor New Castle dur- 
ing the Revolutionary War. 

William Mcllvain, oursubject*s father, was 
born in Delaware County, Pa., in 1807, and 
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in 1836 moved to Jones* Mines, Berks County, 
where he served as superintendent of the 
mines for ten years. He then moved to Gib- 
raltar, where he formed a partnership with 
Henry Seyfert for the purpose of manufac- 
turing boiler plate iron, and under the name, 
Seyfert, Mcllvain & Co., the firm continued 
for ten years, doing a large and prosperous 
business. In 1856 Mr. Mcllvain removed to 
Reading, where he built an extensive mill 
and engaged in the manufacture of boiler tanks, 
bridge iron and steel. After the year i860 
he took in his two sons, M. C. ana William 
R., and the firm name became William Mcll- 
vain & Sons, remaining such until his retire- 
ment in 1886. The business flourished and 
became one of the leading industries of Read- 
ing, employing some 225 men the year 
around. Mr. Mcllvain was also closely con- 
nected with many other enterprises m the 
city. He was one of the organizers and 

E resident of the Second National Bank of 
heading, and up to the time of his death was 
superintendent of the Reading Steam Forge. 
Politically, he was at one time a Whig, but 
being opposed to the institution of slavery be- 
came a Republican, upon the organization of 
that party. He took an active interest in the 
welfare of every measure which tended to 

f)romote the interest of his party. Re- 
igiously, he was for many years a vestryman 
in the Christian Churcri of Reading. He 
was called to his eternal resting^ place in 
1890, after living a long and useful life. As 
a result of his marriage with Sarah Morton, 
four children were born, namely : Howard, 
who was killed at White Sulphur Springs, 
Va.; M. C, who died in 1895, was a member 
of the firm, William Mcllvain & Sons; Spen- 
cer L. of Reading; Annie E.; and William 
Robinson, the gentleman whose name heads 
these lines. 

William Robinson Mcllvain was reared in 
the village of Jones' Mines, and obtained his 
education in the public schools and the high 
school at Reading, from which he graduated 
in 1857. He then entered the office of his 
father, and finally became a member of the 
firm, continuing until his retirement in 1898, 
a period of over forty years. He has also 
been interested in many other business ven- 
tures, and in all measures having for their ul- 
timate factor the advancement of the citj^'s 



interests. He is a director of the Second 
National Bank of Reading, a director of the 
Reading Trust Co., vice-president of the 
Reading Fire Insurance Co.; president of the 
Reading Market House Co., and is closely 
connected with the management of the street 
railway lines of the city. He is a director of 
the Reading Gas Co.. and for twelve years 
was a member of the water board, during 
which time many improvements were made, 
and a reservoir was built at the head of Penn 
street. Mr. Mcllvain is a man of energy and 
enterprise, and his success in life is mainly 
due to his untiring industry and good man- 
agement. 

He entered the realms of matrimony Dec. 
31, 1862, with Emily Reed Smith, of Read- 
ing, and they are the proud parents of two 
sons, Edward Morton and William. Edward 
M. is assistant to the president of the Bethle- 
hem Iron Co., and is general sales agent. 
William is interested in the business in which 
his father has been engaged for so many 
years. Religiously, Mr. Mcllvain is a mem- 
ber of the Christian Church, of which he has 
' been a vestryman for the past twenty years. 




UGUSTUS S. FLICKER, the genial 
and popular proprietor of the Mer- 
chant's Hotel of Reading, is a son 
of Jeremiah and Mary (Swavely) 
Flicker, and was born August 22, 1847, ^^ 
Earl township, Berks County, His grand- 
father, Jacob Flicker, was also a native of 
Earl township, but moved to Oley township, 
this county, where he died, and where the 
father of our subject was born. Jeremiah 
Flicker was a prominent Democrat of Oley 
township, and did his party much valuable 
service in that locality. He was road com- 
missioner for a number of years. He was 
married to Mary Swavely, a daughter of 
Jacob Swavely. Her mother was named 
Trout previous to her marriage, a relative ol 
Mrs. Elizabeth Trout, well known as the 
oldest person in Earl township to-day. Mrs. 
Elizabeth Trout was born August 13, 1796, 
and is consequently almost one hundred and 
two years of age ; living with her is a daughter 
who was born January 16, 1823. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Jeremiah Flicker were born five chil- 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



HON. JAMES NEVIN ERMENTROUT. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BERKS COUNTY 



43 



dren : Jacob, at present residing in Philadel- 
phia, served through the Civil War, and at its 
close secured employment with the P. & R. 
R. R. as trainmaster, a position he has held 
continually since ; Sallie is unmarried and 
resides in Reading : Jerry is a blacksmith of 
the same city ; Mary is the wife of Daniel 
Becker of Hyde Park, Muhlenberg township; 
and Augustus S., who is the subject of this 
biography. 

Augustus S. Flicker attended the public 
schools when a lad, but at an early age had 
to seek work to help support the family. His 
father died when he was young, and his elder 
brother was away to the War, leaving the 
mother and chilaren dependent upon him for 
support. At the age of fourteen, Augustus 
commenced work on a farm in Oley township 
for four dollars per month. He was a steady 
and industrious boy, and a blessing to his 
mother, to whom he carried his earnings. 
He worked on a farm there for six years, until 
he was twenty years old, when he went to the 
Almshouse Farm and drove a team for a year. 
Having worked a good deal about horses, 
and understanding and liking that work, he 
now secured employment with Amos Young 
in taking charge of his trotting horses in 
Exeter township. " Billy Mustaffy ** was 
under his care one season. He then worked 
on a farm for another six months and at the 
end of that time entered the employ of the P. 
& R. R. R. as one of the crew on a ballast 
train. He was soon promoted from this to 
the position of fireman on a passenger train, 
and held to this work until 1877, when he re- 
signed. That summer he worked on a farm 
for fifty cents a day and his board, and the 
followmg year he devoted to huckstering. 
He then began to think seriously of engaging 
in some business that would furnish him 
steady employment in one place, and with 
this object in view he purchased the grocery 
store at No. 426 South Ninth street, Reading, 
and for nine years did a very profitable bus- 
iness there. He then sold the store to Ed 
Kramer and engaged in the flour and feed 
trade. In this business he had two partners, 
I. S. Fr)*^ and John P. Fink, the firm being 
known as Flicker, Fink & Fry. This part- 
nership lasted three years, when Mr. Flicker 
sold out to Mr. Fry, and bought out a Mr. 
Rhoads at Ninth and Franklin streets. This 



was a grocery, flour and feed business, and he 
conducted it six months, until September 8, 
1888, when he purchased the Merchant's 
Hotel at Reading, which he has since oper- 
ated. This hotel is strictly first class in every 
respect, a fact that is highly appreciated by 
the traveling public. It is a line of -business 
for which Mr. Flicker seems to be peculiarly 
fitted, and the success with which he has met 
but proves him to be the right man in the 
right place. He is also acting as a^ent for 
the Deering Harvester Co., with which con- 
cern he has been connected for the past eighl 
years, which line of work furnishes him a 
remunerative salary. 

On February 26, 1878, Mr. Flicker was 
united in marriage with a daughter of Lewis 
Snyder, Emma, who was born April 4, 1858. 
They have four children : Florence, Wayne, 
Edna and Earl. Mr. Flicker is a stanch 
Democrat and takes a great interest in the 
welfare of the party, but is in no manner an 
office seeker, the benefits to be derived from 
that source having no attraction for him. 
He is a member of the Knights of the Castle, 
Golden Eagle, and the Masonic Order. He 
is also a member of the First Reformed 
Church, and is an earnest worker in the or- 
ganization. He is an upright, Christian 
gentleman, amiable and charitable to a fault, 
and highly esteemed by the community in 
which he lives. 




ON. JAMES NEVIN ERMEN- 
TROUT, the president judge of 
the Berks County district, whose 
^ portrait we present on the oppo- 
site page, merits well the distinction gained in 
twelve years oi service on the bench, of being 
the most popular judge that has ever presided 
over the courts of the county. This popu- 
larity has not been secured at the expense of 
justice and sound decisions, for there is no 
judge in the whole State of Pennsylvania 
who is more respected for his profound legal 
learning, unquestioned integrity of conduct, 
and for his regard for the rights and liberties 
of his fellowmen. His rulings and decisions 
invariably hold when appeals are taken to 
higher courts, for they are founded on the 
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soundest principles of equity and law. Pleas- 
ant, affable and courteous in manner, he has 
unnumbered friends, who recognize in him 
the ideal qualifications of a judge, and esteem 
him as one of the best native products of 
Berks County. The bar has ever been unan- 
imous in endorsing his actions, .and Demo- 
cratic and Republican lawyers alike support 
him, regardless of party. 

Judge Ermentrout comes of a family that 
has contributed in no small degree in the 
making of the history of Berks County ; its 
members have occupied with distinction lead- 
ing places in all the learned professions and 
skilled avocations. The Ermentrout line in 
this country extends back to the great-great- 
grandfather of the Judge. John Ermentrout 
hy name, a resident of the Palatinate in 
Germany, who became a pioneer of what 
afterwards became Berks County, in 1739, 
and there ever afterwards made his home. 
In Germany the line can be traced back, 
for the most part unbroken, to about 1350, 
when the family name was Ehrentraudt. 
Christopher, the son of John Ermentrout, 
was born in Berks County, February 8, 
1754. and resided near the place where he 
was born all of his life, engaged in agricul- 
tural pursuits. 

John Ermentrout, grandfather of our sub- 
ject, was ushered into life in Berks County, 
April 27, 1777, and throughout his life was 
busied in farming, and in carrying on the 
business of a hatter near Womelsdorf, the 
last twenty years of his life being spent in re- 
tirement. The greatest confidence was al- 
ways reposed in him by his fellow-citizens, 
who held him in very high regard as a man 
of uprightness and correct principles. He 
made his personality felt in the district, 
where his fortunes were cast, and did a pow- 
er of good by his ever timely advocacv of 
the right, and opposition to wrong. The 
Reformed Church mcluded him as one of its 
best members, for he could be relied upon at 
all times to perform his whole duty and more, 
and esteemed it a pleasure and privilege to 
work in behalf of his church. The accounts 
of his personal appearance unite in ascribing 
to him the most manly, virile qualities; he 
was tall, well-proportioned, and possessed of 
great endurance, the latter feature being well 
established from the accounts given of his 



quite frequent journeys to Philadelphia, when 
he would cover the entire distance between 
Reading and that city on foot between sun- 
rise and sunset. His political preferences 
united him to the Democratic party. He 
married Mary M. Moyer, and their family 
numbered the following children : Daniel ; 
William, the father of the Judge ; John ; 
David; Katherine (Mrs. Radell); Margaret; 
and an infant, that died. 

William Ermentrout entered upon a mer- 
cantile career in his youth in Womelsdorf, 
where he was born December 12, 1799, and 
where he resided until 1829, when he re- 
moved to Reading, and continued to busy 
himself in mercantile pursuits until he relin- 
quished business cares and settled down to 
his well-earned rest, dying when over eighty 
years of age, January 21, 1880. His position 
in the regard of his fellow-citizens was high 
indeed, and on many occasions was he shown 
substantial evidences of their favor, being 
honored with the office of treasurer of Berks 
County from 1851 to 1853, ^"d being contin- 
ued in office for a long term of years as a 
member of the board of control of the pub- 
lic schools, a part of which period he acted 
as treasurer of the board. In his business 
relations, strict integrity of conduct, careful- 
ness as to detail, and far-sightedness in his 
commercial ventures characterized him. He 
was deacon in the First Reformed Church 
of Reading for many years, and supported 
the candidates of the Democratic party at 
the polls. His wife, Justina Silvis, bore him 
the following interesting family of children : 
Rev. John Silvis, born September 27, 1827, 
died July 21, 188 r, was county superintend- 
ent of schools from i860 to 1869, and achieved 
an extended reputation as an educator; Wil- 
liam C; Benjamin Franklin, deceased ; Hon. 
Daniel, born January 24, 1837, the present 
representative of the Berks district in the 
National Congress; Philip M., at present 
secretary of the Mutual Fire Insurance Co. 
of Berks County ; Joseph C; Dr. Samuel 
C, born March 24, 1844, a leading physician 
of Reading; James Nevin, the subject of 
this biography ; Ellen (Mrs. II. C. Kitter) ; 
and Elizabetfi, wife of Benneville De Ber- 
tolet. 

Judge Ermentrout was born in the city of 
Reading, at No. 52 North Fifth street, on 
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October 25, 1846. He early evinced a very 
studious turn of mind, and so bent his ener- 
gies toward excelling in school, that he was 
admitted to the Reading High School at the 
age of eleven years, at the head of his class. 
In June, 1862, he graduated from the higher 
institution, again being honored with the dis- 
tinction of being the first in his class, deliver- 
ing on that occasion the valedictory oration 
on " Andrew Jackson." In the fall of the 
year he put the knowledge acquired in school 
to practical use in teaching in Ruscomb- 
manor township until the May of the next 
year, when he enrolled himself as a student 
in Tuscarora Academy, a boarding school in 
Juniata County, continuing thete for a year, 
with the exception of the winter months, 
when he taught school in Alsace township, 
Berks County. His progress in the Tusca- 
rora Academy had been so exceptional, and 
so rapid, that he was appointed professor of 
languages in that institution, so much confi- 
dence was there placed in his scholarship and 
ability as a pedagogue. He continued to 
give mstruction in Latin, Greek and mathe- 
matics until September, 1865, when he 
assisted in organizing St. John's German 
Evangelical Parochial School of Reading, and 
continued for one year as the first principal 
of the English department. At this time our 
subject's eldest brother, Rev. John S. Er- 
mentrout, was entering upon his third term 
of three years as county superintendent oi 
schools; such was the magnitude of the 
work, and the manifold duties incumbent on 
the official holding the position, it was de- 
cided that there was too much work for one 
man to attend to, and accordingly our sub- 

4'ect was appointed deputy superintendent, 
^or two years he continued in this position, 
visiting the schools, conducting teacher's 
examinations, and assisting in perfecting the 
educational system of the county. While 
engaged in educational work, Mr. Ermen- 
trout also found time to study law, and in 
November, 1867, was admitted to the Berks 
County Bar when but twenty-one years of 
age. Upon relinguishing his work as deputy 
superintendent of schools, he devoted all his 
energies toward the legal profession, and it 
was not long before his ability and energy 
had advanced him to the front ranks ot the 
county's attorneys, being aided in this 



struggle for recognition and prominence 
by his extended acquaintance throughout 
the county. In 1869, after having been en- 
gaged in practice alone for almost a year, he 
formed a partnership with his brother 
Daniel, who had been in practice from 1859, 
and this partnership of Daniel & James N. 
Ermentrout continued until our subject took 
his seat as one of the county's judges. The 
business of the firm increased very rapidly, 
and brought to the partners very handsome 
returns. During a great part of the life of 
the partnership, the practice of the firm was 
conducted by our subject almost entirely, 
his brother being engaged in public work, as 
a state senator from 1 874 to 1 880, and then as 
a national representative. There were few 
attorneys practicing in Berks County who 
were so generally liked and so highly re- 
garded as Mr. Ermentrout, whose conduct 
was at all times marked by strict integrity, 
unfailing courtesy to fellow-practitioners, 
and undivided attention to the litigation 
placed in his hands. 

It came almost as a matter of course, that 
when the time came for electing an additional 
law judge to succeed Judge Sassaman, whose 
term expired in 1885, that the Berks County 
Bar should almost unanimously, and without 
regard for party lines, request him to allow 
his name to be used as a candidate for the 
office. Such was the public sentiment, cre- 
ated in his behalf by this action, that he was 
nominated by acclamation in the Democratic 
County Convention, and was subsequently 
elected, taking his seat as additional law 
judge for ten years on January 4, 1886. The 
retirement 01 Judge Hagenman in 1890 
placed Judge Ermentrout in the position he 
now so ably and justly fills. He was again 
re-nominated in 1895, on the Democratic 
ticket, without opposition, and defeated his 
Republican opponent in the election follow- 
ing, securing a plurality of 5,006 out of 
24,889 votes cast. This was an immense 
tribute to his legal learning, and popularity 
with all classes. It is safe to say that there 
is scarcely an office in the gift of the people 
that would not be gladly accorded him, but 
it is the evident wish of all that he be con- 
tinued in his present field of usefulness, as 
the conserver of justice and morality in this 
district. 
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R. SAMUEL L. KURTZ, a leading 
physician of Reading, Pa., is a son 
of Samuel M. and Mary E. (Long- 
acre) Kurtz, and was born Sept. 27, 
1832, in Lionville, Chester County, Pa. The 
family tree has its roots deep seated in the 
German soil. His grandfather, Joseph Kurtz, 
was born in Chester County, and spent his 
lite in that vicinity, ministering to the spirit- 
ual wants of the people. He possessed a 
good education and was a close Bible student. 
His researches into' the Bible led him to en- 
ter the ministry, and he became a preacher 
in the German Baptist, or Dunkard, Church. 
His wife was Fanny Miller, and their mar- 
riage resulted in the birth of nineteen chil- 
dren. 

Samuel M. Kurtz, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born in Chester County, where he 
engaged in husbandry and became one of the 
most prominent men of the section. He 
was twice married ; the first union was with 
Mary E. Longacre, by whom he had four 
sons and two daughters ; the second marriage 
was with Mary Miller, the fruits of this union 
being two children. 

Dr. Samuel L. Kurtz received his prepara- 
tory education in Freeland Seminary, near 
The Trappe, Montgomery County, this state. 
Having decided upon a professional career, 
he commenced the study of medicine under 
Dr. Geiger of Harleysville, Montgomery 
County, and remained with him until that 
gentleman was appointed to the chair of ob- 
stetrics in Philadelphia College. Dr. Kurtz 
continued his stuaies under Dr. Rinehart 
Keeler, and entered Jefferson Medical Col- 
lege of Philadelphia, from which he gradu- 
ated March 12, 1854. Heat once located in 
Phoenixville, Chester County, where he re- 
mained two years, and then moved to Oak- 
land Mills, Juniata County, where he prac- 
ticed until the breaking out of the Civil War, 
when he oflered his services to his country. 
In 1861, he entered Camp Curtin at Harris- 
burg Pa., as assistant surgeon, and was after- 
ward assigned to duty in the nth Reg. Pa. 
Reserves, V^olunteer Corps, remaining with 
this regiment in the capacity of assistant sur- 
geon for about three months. At the end of 
that time, having fully demonstrated his abil- 
ity, he was promoted to the position of sur- 
geon and assigned to the 85th Reg. Pa. Vol. 



Inf., with the rank of major, and served in 
this capacity until the regiment was mustered 
out, Nov. 22, 1864. After the close of the 
war he came to Reading, where he has since 
been actively and successfully engaged in the 
practice of his profession. His army life 
nad been three years of profit, so far as ex- 
perience went, and his patronage soon be- 
came extended and of a most desirable class, 
until at this time he is recognized as one of 
the best physicians in the city. He keeps 
well informed on the medical progress of the 
age, and is prominently identified with a 
number of societies whose design is to stim- 
ulate scientific research and promote good- 
fellowship among medical practitioners. He 
is a member of tne Reading Medical Associ- 
ation, and has served as its president a number 
of terms ; he has been president of the Berks 
County Medical Society a number of years, 
and one year was president of the Pennsyl- 
vania State Medical Society, this being the 
second time the honor was ever conferred 
upon a Berks County man. He is also a 
member of the American Medical Associa- 
tion. 

Dr. Kurtz united his fortunes with those 
of a daughter of John Morgan of Phoenix- 
ville, Chester County, Miss Sarah Morgan, 
and to them three children were born, all 
now living in the city of Reading, honorable 
and useful citizens. They are : Dr. J. Ellis ; 
Georgiene, the wife of N. H. Muhlenberg, 
who is employed by the Carpenter Steel 
Works — his ancestors and those of the Kurtz 
family were the founders of the Lutheran 
Church in this country ; and Dr. Clarence M. 
Dr. Kurtz, our subject, is a member of the 
board oi health of Reading; a member of 
the board of managers of tne Reading Hos- 
pital ; and is a member of the surgical staff 
of that institution. His services are in fre- 
quent demand by the other physicians as a 
consultant, as his ability is well recognized 
by the medical fraternity. He has been 
somewhat prominently before the public in 
pohtical matters, having representee! the nth 
Congressional District, composed of Berks 
and Lehigh Counties, as Presidential Elector 
in 1888, and has been a delegate frequently 
to county and state conventions. He is also 
active in work of the fraternal societies, being 
a member of General William H. Keim Post, 
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No. 76, G. A. R., and the military order of 
the Loyal Legion of the U. S., and of the Ma- 
sonic Order. Dr. Kurtz is emphatically a 
good man and a good physician. His entire 
life has been characterized by industry, in- 
tegrity, charity, sociability, and a conscien- 
tious devotion to his profession. Dr. and 
Mrs. Kurtz, and all members of the family, 
are members of the Episcopal Church. The 
Doctor and his wife belong to St. Barnabas 
Church of Reading. 

DR. J. ELLIS KURTZ, elder son of the 
subject of this notice, was born Oct. 13, 1858, 
at Oakland Mills, Juniata County, this state. 
He received his education in the public 
schools of Reading and in Trinity College, 
at Hartford, graduating from the former insti- 
tution in 1872, and from the latter in 1877, 
when but nineteen years of age, receiving 
the degree of A. B., and subsequently receiv- 
ing the degree of Master of Arts. He at 
once began reading medicine with his father, 
and finished his professional training at Jef- 
ferson Medical College, graduating in 1880. 
Although then but Tittle past twenty-one 
years of age, he at once began the practice 
of medicine in Reading, giving to the pro- 
fession his entire time, as he had previously 
to his studies. The first three years were 
devoted to a general practice, but having 
completed a special study of the diseases of 
the eye, ear, nose and throat, he has since 
confined his practice entirely to that field of 
medical endeavor. Some of his cures have 
been so out of the ordinary that they have 
claimed wide attention, and his progress 
has been quite flattering. He is a man of 
marked resources, and his skill is exceeded 
only by his energy and industry. All his 
treatment is characterized by the most care- 
ful, considerate attention, and his patients 
are among his warmest friends and well- 
wishers. Dr. Kurtz was wedded to Marietta 
Shoemaker, daughter of Dr. C. E. Shoe- 
maker, a well-known physician of Reading, 
and to them have been born two children, 
Georgiene and Francina. The Doctor is 
connected with the leading county and state 
medical societies, being a member of the 
Reading, State, and Berks County Medical 
Societies, and is right at the front in all mat- 
ters pertaining to the latest developments in 
the medical world. 



DR. CLARENCE M. KURTZ, younger 
son of our subject, was born March 12, 1861, 
at Oakland Mills, Juniata County, this state. 

He graduated from Trinity College, Hart- 
ford, Conn., with the degree of A. B., and 
received his diploma from the Jefferson 
Medical College of Philadelphia, in 1886. He 
at once began to operate in the field of his 
chosen profession in Reading, and has a large 
general practice. He also is quite efficient 
in the treatment of diseases of the eye, ear, 
nose, and throat. He was secretary for sev- 
eral years of the Reading Medical Society, 
and is also a member of the county and state 
organizations. He is at present one of the 
staff of surgeons of the Reading Hospital, and 
is a painstaking, capable, and efficient physi- 



cian. 
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R. DANIEL G. LONG is well 
known in Reading, not only as one 
of the leading physicians, but as a 
large property holder, and as a 
man who takes an active part in promoting 
the interests of the community. He is a 
son of Aaron and Esther (Fritch) Long, and 
is a native of Long Swamp township, Berks 
County, where he was born July 13, 1850. 
His great-grandparents, natives of the Rhine 
Provinces in Germany, upon coming to 
America, settled in Pennsylvania in what is 
now known as Long Swamp township, where 
the valley of Long's Dale was named in 
honor of them. On the homestead in 
Berks County, Daniel Long, the grandfather 
of our subject, was born and in the district 
of Long Swamp township he passed his life. 
Aaron Long, the father, was born in Long's 
Dale August 10, 1815, and, following the 
example set him by his father, spent his life 
in the community in which he was born, 
engaged in the peaceful pursuits of agricul- 
ture. The family were all wedded to the 
soil, and were then, as now, among the most 
substantial farmers of the county. He was a 
Republican, but cared nothing for office. 
He was united in marriage to Esther Fritch, 
who was born January 30, 18 16. They -were 
the parents of three sons: Marcus, born 
May ir, 1836, now resides on the old farm 
ana is a prosperous farmer and mill owner; 
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Jonas F., born September 28, 1837, is now 
living at Mare*s Island, where, he has been 
for a number of years in the employ ol the 
U. S. Navy ; and Daniel G., our subject. 
Jonas F. Long entered the Civil War as a 
sergeant and was promoted to the position of 
captain in the 7th Reg. Pa. Vol. Cav. He 
was wounded seven times during his service, 
but, with the persistent determination shown 
by so many 01 our brave boys, he again and 
again returned to his post at the first possible 
moment, and continued fighting for the 
cause of freedom until rewarded by victory. 
He then returned to Berks County, where 
he remained until 1873, when he once more 
entered the service of the Government. 
Aaron Long passed from this life October 
30, 1883, and three months later, on the 20th 
of January, 1884, his wife, the loving and 
faithful partner who had helped to lighten 
his work, joined him in the better world. 

Dr. Daniel G. Long received his primary 
education in the common schools of Long 
Swamp township. This was supplemented 
later by a most thorough course in several of 
the best schools of the time. After attend- 
ing Whitehall Academy of Cumberland 
County and the Normal School at Kutztown 
he entered the office of his uncle, Dr. M. S. 
Long of Long Swamp, and studied medicine 
with him untu he had fitted himself to enter 
a good medical school. He then entered the 
University of Pennsylvania, from which he 
graduated in 1875. For the three subse- 
quent years he practiced with his uncle, at 
Long ciwamp, locating next in Mertztown, 
Berks County, where he remained two years 
and then moved to Fleetwood. In 1881-82 
he was a student at the University of Penn- 
sylvania, taking a post-graduate course, 
upon the completion of which he came to 
Reading and opened his office, building up a 
fine practice. He is a specialist in chronic 
and skin diseases, and is a recognized author- 
ity in their treatment, having taken a special 
course in that line. His reputation is far- 
reaching, and his services are in constant 
demand. The Doctor is also deeply inter- 
ested in fruit culture, Dr. Long & Johnson 
being the owners of Crystal Springs Fruit 
Farm, located near Reading, one of the 
finest fruit farms to be found in this part of 
the state. The fruit is of the choicest 



variety, and especial care is taken to have it 
mature in the best condition ; after a visit to 
these well kept grounds, one is not surprised 
at the pride manifested by the Doctor. An 
orchard of 9,000 peach trees is one of the 
notable features, to say nothing of the apples, 
plums, and other fruit that make it a most 
productive and desirable property. He also 
owns considerable real estate in Reading, 
and is stockholder and promoter of several 
of the prominent local institutions. 

Dr. Long was married in 1873 to Miss 
Emma Miller, by whom he has had three 
daughters: Ella C, born in 1876; Gertrude 
E., born November 26, 1883; and Anna E.. 
born June 18, 1874, and died at the age of 
seven years. The Doctor is a member of 
several fraternal orders, viz : Huguenot 
Lodge, No. 377, F. & A. M.; Excelsior Chap- 
ter, No. 237; Reading Commandery, No. 42; 
Philadelphia Consistory 32°; Rajah Temple, 
A. A. O. N. of Mystic Shriners : and Pro- 
gressive Lodge of the Odd Fellows. He is 
medical examiner for the Royal Arcanum. 
In politics he is a strong Republican, but 
has never been before the public as an aspir- 
ant for office. He is a faithful and consistent 
member of St. PauFs Memorial Reformed 
Church and an earnest worker for its ad- 
vancement. He is a most accon>plished 
gentleman, with amiable and engaging man- 
ners, and commands the full confidence and 
respect of the community for the rectitude 
of his daily life. As a leading physician of 
Reading it gives us pleasure to present Dr. 
Long's portrait on a preceding page. . 



ISAAC LAUCKS, deceased, was in life a 
highly esteemed citizen of the city of 
Reading, and was a man of unques- 
tioned integrity, being held in high esti- 
mation by a wide circle of acquaintances. 
He was born in Friedensburg, Pa., April 5, 
1821, and early in life came to the city of 
Reading, where he soon attained a command- 
ing position as one of the leading business 
men of the community. 

Isaac Laucks possessed a fine education, 
and during his younger days he engaged as 
a school teacher at Friedensburg; after 
teaching several years he became a resident 
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of the city of Reading, where he accepted a 
position as clerk in the office of the recorder 
of deeds, which was the beginning of his 
career in public life. Later he was elected 
recorder of deeds of Berks County, and 
after remaining in that capacity one term, 
he became deputy recorder of wills. Mr. 
Laucks, for a period of thirty-five years, was 
a public official in various capacities in the 
county court house, and in fact he was en- 

fpged in public life the greater part of his 
ife. For many years he served as assessor 
and collector 01 the Seventh Ward of Read- 
ing ; he was a man of broad views and was 
deeply interested in all educational matters. 
He was also a man of considerable influence, 
and his opinion was frequently sought for in 
legal and business matters. 

Religiously, he was a devoted member of 
the First Reformed Church, and was treas- 
urer of the same a number of years. In due 
time, when he felt that his means would jus-, 
tify the step, Mr. Laucks took unto himself a 
life partner in the person of Mrs. Catherine 
Kring, nee Shick. She was born in Lehigh 
County, Pa., and was a daughter of George 
and Catherine (Muthard) Shick. Her father, 
who is now deceased, was a prominent 
farmer and hotel keeper of Lehigh Count}^. 
Mr. Lavjcks departed from this life at his resi- 
dence at No. 211 North Sixth street, on the 
twenty-sixth day of October, 1890, his death 
being deeply lamented by a large circle of 
friends who held him in dear esteem. In 
politics he was a Democrat, and was one of 
the foremost citizens of the township and 
county, highly respected and honored by 
those who knew him for his sterling worth 
as a neighbor, a gentleman, and a citizen. 
Mrs. Laucks is still living. It was with great 

Kride that our subject always attributed to 
er a goodly share of his success in life. 




DWARD IRVIN WILLIAMS, gen- 
eral foreman of the Consumers' Gas 
Company of Reading, is a son of 
William and Hannah (Simon) Williams, and 
was born in the above city February 4, 1858. 
William Williams, the father of our subject, 
was born in the city of Philadelphia, Pa., and 
attained a good education in the common 



schools of that city. He came to Berks 
County about 1856, and located in Birdsboro; 
having worked around engines during his 
boyhood days, learning the trade of an engi- 
neer, he followed that occupation the rest of 
his active days at Birdsboro. He chose for 
his life companion Hannah Simon, and as a 
result of this union, a family of six children 
was bom to them, five sons and one daughter, 
namely : Albert, Mary, and John, all of whom 
are deceased ; William, who is employed as a 
gas maker of the Consumers' Gas Company 
of Reading; and Edward Irvin, the subject 
of this biographical sketch. 

Edward Irvin Williams acquired a liberal 
education in the grammar schools of Read- 
ing, and, commencing life on his own ac- 
count went to work at the age of eleven 
years, engaged in a rolling mill of the city. 
After following that occupation two years, 
he moved to Birdsboro, where he found 
employment as a nail maker in the nail fac- 
tory 01 that village. He remained in that 
town some seven years, when he returned to 
the city of Reading, where he was engaged 
in a like capacity for about two years. He 
then learned the trade of a moulder, serving 
an apprenticeship of four years. Later he 
accepted a position as a laborer at the Con- 
sumers' Gas Works, and after working there 
a short time, he was promoted to gas maker, 
then to foreman, which position he has re- 
tained for the past ten years. He has gen- 
eral supervision of the gas plant, and has a 
number of men under his charge. 

He was united in the bonds of wedlock 
with Ida Miller, and a family of six children 
has blessed the home. They were named as 
follows: Harry, Mary, William, Horace, Anna 
and Wilson. Mr. Vvilliams is a good citizen, 
a kind husband, an affectionate father, and is 
discharging the duties of life with great 
credit to himself, being a valued citizen and 
a highly esteemed member of the community 
in \vnich he resides. Mr. Williams, socially, 
belongs to Vigilant Lodge, No. 194, I. O. (). 
F.; and Royal Arcanum. He has been con- 
nected with the Reading Fire Department, 
as a member of Liberty Fire Co., No. 5, for 
twenty-two years, and is now an honorary 
member. He served on the engineer's 
board, and was a hose director at different 
times. 
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DAM B. RIESER is a most highly 
respected citizen of Reading and is a 
lawyer of considerable abilit\^ He 
is a son of Jacob and Mary (Bucks) 
Rieser, and was born October 22, 18 54, in Bern 
township, Berks County. His grandfather, 
Abraham Rieser, who was born in the same 
locality, and resided there all his life, was a 
miller by trade, but a farmer by occupation. 

Jacob Rieser, the father, was born on the 
old homestead at Rieser Mill, where he 
grew to manhood, and took up milling, fol- 
lowing that occupation a number of years, 
when he changed it for the more pleasant 
and lucrative work of agriculture. He was 
a Democrat and a strong supporter of the 
public school system. He was chosen as 
school director a number of times, and aided 
the cause of education to the best of his 
ability. He was a liberal supporter of 
the Reformed Church, of which he was a 
member. He was deacon and elder in the 
church, and delighted in dispensing charity 
when the object was a worthy one. He was 
united in marriage with Mary Bucks, whose 
father, John Bucks, was a resident of Heidel- 
berg township, a farmer by occupation. The 
Bucks family originated in Switzerland, 
early settlers coming from the Canton of 
Bern, in that country, and locating in this 
section of the state. In honor of them the 
township of Bern received its name. Mr. 
and Mrs. Rieser had four children: the sub- 
ject of this biography, and three children, 
who died in infancy. 

Adam B. Rieser attended the public 
schools during his boyhood, and afterwards 
pursued advanced studies at the Keystone 
State Normal School of Kutztown, Pa., for 
sixteen weeks, and then entered the Hudson 
River Institute at Claverack, N. Y., whence, 
after an attendance of thirteen weeks, he 
went to Myerstown, Pa., and settled himself 
as a student of the Palatinate College, where 
he continued his preparations for a colle- 
giate degree. In the fall of 1876 he became 
a student in the Franklin and Marshall 
College of Lancaster, Pa., and graduated in 
June, 1880. After leaving school he studied 
law in the office of Henr}'^ C. G. Reber of 
Reading, and on November 14, 1882, was ad- 
mitted to the bar in that city, where he has 
practiced ever since, being acknowledged as 



a barrister of more than ordinary ability. 
He was admitted to the Pennsylvania Su- 
preme Court at Philadelphia, on March 1, 
1886. In November, 1895, he was elected to 
the office of district attorney, a position of 
great responsibility, which he filled to the 
entire satisfaction of all. In pleading he 
aims to present his subject always in the 
form of a cool, dispassionate argument, that 
the jury may be influenced by their judg- 
ment, rather than by their emotions. 

Mr. Rieser was married to Sallie E. Lein- 
bach, a daughter of the Rev. Aaron S. Lein- 
bach, a minister of the Reformed Church. 
This marriage was celebrated December 14, 
1882, and four children have blessed the 
home: J. Leinbach, born August 12, 1884; 
Mary Amanda, born October 2, 1889; one 
that died in infancy ; and John Adam, born 
March 12, 1891. Mr. Rieser has always been 
a Democrat, and has served as legal solicitor 
of the board of poor directors of the county. 
He was president of the Americanus Club, 
the leading Democratic organization of the 
county, for a number of years. This club 
was organized in 1878, and attended the 
second inauguration of Cleveland, with Mr. 
Rieser as its president. He is an enthusi- 
astic member of St. John's Lodge, 435, F. & 
A. M., and is an attendant of St. Paul's 
Memorial Reformed Church, of which he is 
a member and a liberal supporter. 



» 



R. I. LEO MINGLE. This gentle- 
man of culture and learning, whose 
talents have been directed toward 
the relieving of pain and caring for 
those who have been brought into dire straits 
of sickness by inimical diseases, is a man of 
experience, and has been engaged in the 
practice of his profession in the city of 
Reading since the year 1889. He is a son of 
Jacob and Hannah (Leoscher) Mingle, and 
was born September 15, 1839, ^^ what was 
then Windsor township, but is now Perry. 

Our subject completed the required course 
in the public schools, after which he attended 
Freeland Academy in Montgomery County. 
Upon leaving school, he took up the study 
of his chosen profession with Dr. F. B. Nice, 
a well known practitioner of Hamburg, and 
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later attended a course of lectures in Jeffer- 
son Medical College of Philadelphia. He 
then attended a summer course of lectures 
at Long Island Medical College, Brooklyn, 
N. Y„ after which he returned to Jefferson 
Medical College, and graduated from that 
institution in 1866. He then began his first 

Eractice at Molltown, Berks County, where 
e remained for one year and then moved 
to Greenbrier, Northumberland County. 
There he demonstrated his ability as a 
physician, acquired a large practice and 
remained for a period of ten years. His 
next field of practice was at York, Pa.; where 
he resided until 1889, when he came to Read- 
ing. He has since been connected with the 
medical profession in the city of his present 
residence, and numbers a wide circle of pat- 
rons, who rely on him in times of disease and 
physical trouble. He is skilled in gynas- 
cology and obstetrics, and makes a specialty 
of woman's diseases, being particularly suc- 
cessful in removing uterine tumors without 
an operation or the use of the knife. 

He formed matrimonial alliance with Mary 
M. Herr, and they are the proud parents of 
two daughters, namely : Lillian Guilielma, 
who is a milliner in the employ of Dives, 
Pomeroy & Stuart of Reading; and Almeda 
Camilla, a talented artist of Reading. Relig- 
iously, they are members of the Lutheran 
Church. In 1863, Dr. Mingle enlisted in Co. 
G, 48th Reg., Pa. Vol. Inf., and served in the 
emergency service. He is a member of the 
John Sedgwick Post, G. A. R. of York, Pa. 
Socially, he is a member of the Veteran 
Castle, Knights of the Golden Eagle, and 
Veteran Camp, P. O. S. of A. He appreci- 
ates to the fullest extent his duties as a citi- 
zen and native-born American. 



» 



R.WILLIAM F. MUHLENBERG. 

One of the most prominent resi- 
dents of Reading is the eminent 
and efficient surgeon whose name 
heads this biography, and whose portrait we 
are indeed pleased to present on the opposite 
page. He was born in Gettysburg, Adams 
County, Pa., November 18, 1852, his parents 
being Frederick A. and Catherine A. (Muhl- 
enberg) Muhlenberg. The name is one that 



is well known and highly honored by Amer- 
icans of every profession and walk 01 life. 

Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, the 
first of the family to settle in America, 
was born in Hanover in 1711 ; he came 
to Philadelphia in 1742, later moving to The 
Trappe, Montgomery County, where he died 
in 1787. He was a minister of the Lutheran 
Church, and the founder of that religion in 
America. He received his education in Ger- 
many, in the University of Halle. He was 
married in this country, his wile being Anna 
Maria Weiser, whose father. Colonel Conrad 
Weiser, was an Indian agent and one of the 
founders of Reading. His sons won distinc- 
tion both in religious and political life. Rev. 
Henry Ernestus Muhlenberg, the paternal 
great-grandfather of our subject, who was 
located at Lancaster, Pa., during most of his 
life, engaged in ministerial work, was a native 
of this country, although he received his 
education in the University of Halle, as did 
his brothers also. He became a minister of 
the Lutheran Church and was an able theo- 
logian. He also gained considerable prom- 
inence as an eminent botanist. Another son, 
John Peter Gabriel, the maternal great- 
grandfather of our subject, also a native ot 
this country, and educated at the University 
of Halle, was a distinguished Revolutionary 
general. At the breaking out of the war he 
was residing at Woodstock, Va., pastor of 
the Lutheran Church at that place ; when it 
became evident that the contest for liberty 
and independence could no longer be delayed, 
he resigned his charge without hesitation, 
and raised a regiment of soldiers in Virginia, 
one company being recruited almost entirel}- 
from his own parishioners. He entered the 
war as a colonel, but was soon promoted to 
the rank of major-general in the Continental 
Army. He afterwards located in Philadel- 
phia, and from there was sent to the United 
States Senate. So highly was he esteemed 
by the citizens that his statue was placed in 
the Statuary Hall of the National Capitol at 
Washington, with that of Robert Fulton, to 
represent the state of Pennsylvania. The 
second son of Rev. II. M. Muhlenberg, 
Frederick Augustus, was twice Speaker of 
the House of Representatives. He was, like 
his brothers, educated for the Lutheran min- 
istry at the University of Halle. 
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Rev. Henry Ernestus Muhlenberg was but 
a child of nine when he was sent to the great 
German University, whence have come so 
many noble men. He was married to the 
great-grandmother of our subject, who was 
a Miss Hall of Philadelphia. One of the 
sons of this marriage, Frederick Augustus, 
paternal grandfather of our subject, was born 
m Lancaster, and was educated at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, where he was a 
student under Dr. Benjamin Rush of Phila- 
delphia, and from which he graduated. He 
settled down to the practice of his profession 
in Lancaster, where he afterward died. An 
other son, Henry Augustus, became one of 
the leading Democratic politicians of the 
state, although educated for the Lutheran 
ministry, and for a quarter of a century pas- 
tor of Trinity Lutheran Church, Reading. 
He represented the United States as minister 
to Austria, was in Congress a number of 
terms, and was candidate for Governor of 
Pennsylvania, an office to which he would 
undoubtedly have been elected but for a split 
in the party at that time. He was a very 
popular man and was nominated a second 
time, but just before election was called to 
the higher life. 

Major Peter Muhlenberg, the maternal 
granafather of our subject, and son of the 
Revolutionary hero, General Peter Muhlen- 
berg, reference to whom has been made 
above, was born in Philadelphia, and entered 
the U. S. Navy as a midshipman. He served 
in the War of 1812, and at the battle of 
York, in Canada, was so severely injured 
that he was never again able to walk. He 
then became paymaster in the army, a posi- 
tion he filled tor the remainder of his life. 

Frederick A. Muhlenberg, the father of 
our subject, was born in Lancaster, this 
state, August 25, 1818; after a long life spent 
in useful work, ne at last retired to Reading, 
where he now leads a life of comfort and 
ease, content in the knowledge that he has 
done his share towards bettering and uplift- 
ing the country in the training of her youth. 
The Muhlenbergs have always been friends 
to education, and the children have always 
been given the best education to be obtained. 
Frederick A. was graduated from Jefferson 
College when eighteen years of age, and 
devoted his life to teaching. He had a won- 



derful aptitude for this calling, as was shown 
by his wide popularity as an mstructor. He 
was not satisfied to be anything but the best, 
and his whole time was given to maintaining 
the high standard he had set for himself. 
For many years he was Professor of Greek 
in the University of Pennsylvania, and it 
was with sincere regret that his many friends 
saw him leave the post he had so long and 
honorably filled. His friends are numbered 
by the hundreds among the men and women 
who were once his pupils, and who remem- 
ber him with the greatest love and affection. 
Catherine A. Muhlenberg, the mother, w^as 
born in Reading on the 20th of November, 
1827, and died in 1894, deeply mourned by a 
wide circle of friends and relatives. Be- 
sides the aged husband, she left four sons: 
Ernest A., a successful lawyer of Philadel- 
phia ; Dr. William F., our subject ; Francis, 
a banker of Philadelphia; and Henry M., a 
druggist of Germantown, Pa. 

Dr. William F. Muhlenberg received a 
thorough education, attending Pennsylvania 
College until 1867, when he entered Muhlen- 
berg College, from which he graduated in 
1868. He then studied medicine with Dr. 
Charles H. Hunter of Reading, graduating 
from the medical department of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania in 1872. He still further 
Eerfected himself for his chosen profession 
y a special course in the hospital at Phila- 
delphia, and in 1873 began practicing in 
Reading. He has met with the most flatter- 
ing success, giving most of his attention to 
surgery, in which he has won considerable 
distinction. He is employed by the Pa. R. 
R., as their surgeon ; was a member of the 
board of health for a number of terms, and 
is also surgeon in the Reading Hospital. He 
is a man of ripe experience, exceptional 
capacity, and endowed with a thorough 
knowledge of the profession, which quali- 
fications easily place him in the lead. He 
enjoys an unusual degree of popularity 
among those with whom he has been associ- 
ated, while his reputation is far-reaching as a 
careful and painstaking practitioner. He is 
a member of the Reading Medical Associa- 
tion, and the Berks County Medical Society, 
in both of which organizations he has served 
in the capacity of president. 

Dr. Muhlenberg was united in marriage to 
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a most estimable lady, Miss Augusta Muh- 
lenberg, and has a family of three children : 
Hiester H.; Frederick A.; and Augusta, all 
living at home. From the illustrious ances- 
tor. Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg of 
Hanover, all the Muhlenbergs have come, an 
illustrious succession, contributing in many 
ways to the nation's development, and includ- 
ing much of what is best in the American 
life and tradition. It is not to be wondered 
at that a pride in this splendid ancestral 
record has been common to the Muhlen- 
bergs for generations. 



(^>|-LBERT J. BRUMBACH, president of 
^I^ the Penn National Bank of Reading, 
fjV\ ^"d ^ leading manufacturer of that 
"^ Vi^' city and the township of Exeter, 
is well and most favorably known throughout 
the county and state as a business man of 
exceptionable ability and enterprising char- 
acter. He has been engaged in manufac- 
turing woolen fabrics all his life, but by no 
means confines his activities to that special 
line of work. He has been an organizer and 
incorporator of many business enterprises, 
that have become powers in the world of 
commercial and industrial activity. As a 
manufacturer of woolen fabrics he continues 
a business, that was originally brought into 
being by his grandfather, ana succeeded to 
by his father. The St. Lawrence Woolen 
Mills of Exeter township, of which Mr. 
Brumbach is the sole proprietor and manager, 
have been very successfully conducted by 
him since he built the present mill buildings 
over thirty-five years ago. His name in the 
business world is a surety for honest goods, 
straightforward and fair dealing, and for an 
enterprise that has just the proper amount of 
conservatism in it to hold the unbounded 
confidence ot the monied world. 

Mr. Brumbach has his residence at St. 
Lawrence Mills, but may practically be 
classed as a citizen of Reading, because of his 
large garment manufacturing establishment 
at the corner of 14th and Muhlenberg streets, 
his presidency of the Penn National Bank, 
and his many other important interests in the 
city. He was born in Exeter, township 



October 11, 1840, and is a son of William and 
Sarah (Spats) Brumbach. 

Emanuel Brumbach, the great-grandfather 
of the subject of these lines, was a native of 
Switzerland, and was one of the early settlers 
on Manatawny Creek, Berks County. Jacob 
Brumbach, his son, was born in Berks 
County, and began life for himself as a farmer, 
later engaging in the manufacture of linseed 
oil on Antietam Creek in Exeter township, 
near the village of St. Lawrence. He after- 
wards converted this property into a carding 
and woolen mill, and entered upon the manu- 
facture of woolen goods prior to the year 
1840. He continued to operate this mill for 
a number of years, doing custom work for 
the surrounding farmers chiefly, until 1842, 
when his sons. Jacob, Jr., and William, suc- 
ceeded him in the business, and conducted it 
jointly until 1845, when Jacob removed to 
Reading, and William assumed the entire 
control of the property. Jacob Brumbach, 
Sr., the grandfather of our subject, was a 
member of the Reformed Church. He was 
twice married ; by his first wife, a Miss Gum- 
bear, he had three sons and one daughter, 
while his second helpmeet bore him two 
daughters and one son. 

William Brumbach, the father of Albert J., 
was born in Exeter township, was brought 
up to the manufacturing of woolen goods, and 
succeeded his father in the old mill as afore- 
said. In 1853 he bought the Daniel Housin 
grist mill, which he converted into a woolen 
factory, and conducted the business until 
1863, when his mills burned, entailing a loss 
of $75,000.00. He then became a member of 
the Marr, Griffey & Co. firm, owners and 
operators of the White Deer Woolen Mills in 
IJnion County, Pa. At the death of Mr. 
Marr, the firm became Griffey & Brumbach, 
and continued as such until Mr. Brumbach's 
death in 1868, aged fifty-four years. Like his 
father,, he was a member of"^ the Reformed 
Church. Politically, he was at first a Demo- 
crat, then a Whig, afterwards a Know-Noth- 
ing, and finally a Republican. He was a 
member in ^ood standing of the Masonic fra- 
ternity. His first wife was Sarah Spats, a 
daughter of Jacob Spats, a farmer and 
butcher living near St. Lawrence Mills ; the 
fruits of this union were three daughters and 
one son, as follows : Mrs. Emma Stroshecker 
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of Reading, Pa.; Albert J., our subject ; Mrs. 
Sarah Leithiser of Reading, Pa. ; and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Stauffer of Exeter township, this 
county. He married as his second wife 
Rachel Schneider, by whom he had four sons ' 
and one daughter, that grew to maturity, 
namely : David, George VV., Aaron, and 
Thomas, constituting the firm of Brumbach 
Brothers, woolen manufacturers of St. Law- 
rence Mills; and Mrs. Mary Snyder of Exeter 
township. 

Albert J. Brumbach was educated in the 
schools of his native place and in Lee's Acad- 
emy of Reading, Pa., being associated from 
an extremely early age with his father in the 
milling business. After the old mills had 
burned down, our subject erected the present 
St. Lawrence Woolen Mills in 1863-64, and 
put them in operation in the following year. 
The name of the mills and the town clustered 
about them arose from a certain class of 
woolen eoods, that was manufactured in 
1856, and sold to a commission house in 
Philadelphia. The factory-building is a struc- 
ture of stone, two stories in height, supplied 
with three sets of machines of superior type 
for making all kinds of woolen fabrics and 
yarns. The power is supplied by water and 
steam, and seventy operatives are given em- 
ployment. The product of the mills, which 
consists chiefly of mixed cassimeres, was con- 
signed from 1865 to 1870 to commission 
houses and merchants in Philadelphia. From 
1870 until 1895 Mr. Brumbach sold by travel- 
ing salesmen, who covered most of the 
United States in their combined trips. In 
1895 he withdrew his goods from the market, 
and since then has been making his cloth into 
pants and vests at 14th and Muhlenberg 
streets, Reading, where he gives steady em- 
ployment to 125 hands. 

Many of the companies that have been 
organized in late years in Reading include 
his name on. their lists of directors and 
officers, for his support and influence are 
recognized as being of the highest order. 
He was one of the organizers and an original 
director of the Penn National Bank of Read- 
ing, which was authorized to do business in 
1883 upon a capital of $100,000.00; he became 
the president of the institution in 1897. The 
East Reading R. R. Co., organized in 1888, 
one of the first electric railroad companies in 



the state, was promoted by him, and its affairs 
have been administered by him as its pres- 
ident since its organization. He has been a 
stockholder in the Oley Turnpike Co. since 
its organization, and has been its secretary 
for a number of years. In 1884 he was one 
of the organizers of the Reading Cold 
Storage Co., which started business with a 
capital of $150,000.00, and he became its first 
vice-president, and has continued in that 
position till now. This company erected the 
first public cold storage building in Reading, 
and their business increased to such an extent 
that they were obliged to enlarge the build- 
ing in 1897. He is secretary of the Schwartz- 
wald Cemetery Association, which was in- 
corporated in 1859 by some seventeen citizens 
ot Exeter township, among whom was Wil- 
liam Brumbach, our subject's father. 

Albert J. Brumbach was joined in marriage 
December 26, 1862, with Sarah A. DunkTe, 
daughter of Solomon Dunkle, late of Exeter 
township ; this union has been blessed with 
six children, who are as follows: Solomon, 
superintendent of the St. Lawrence Woolen 
Mills;; William, bookkeeper of the same mills; 
Albert, superintendent of the pants factory ; 
Ida, wife of Stockton Snyder of Reading, 
Pa. ; and Kate and Emma, who live at home 
with their parents. Mr. Brumbach has been 
an active member of Chandler Lodge, No. 
227, F. & A. M., of Reading, since he was 
twenty-one years of age. In his political 
affiliations he is a Republican of no uncertain 
or wavering type, and takes a keen interest 
in local affairs. For many years he has been 
a member in the best of standing in the 
Schwartzwald Reformed Church, and is 
regularly seen in the choir. 



(^>|-UGUSTUS BARTELS, the record of 
ill whose life is an excellent example 
fjlX of the frugality and thrift of the 
^ Vi^' sturdy German race, from which 
he sprang, is tne well known proprietor of 
the (jermania Printing House of the city of 
Reading. He is a son of Frederick and 
Wilhelmina (Brandt) Bartels, and was born 
June 5, 1857, in the town of Wangelstedt, 
province of Brunswick, Germany. 

His father, Frederick Bartcls, was also a 
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native of that town, and there learned the 
trade of a cabinet maker, and followed it 
until he emigrated to this country in 1861. 
He at first located in the city of York, York 
Co., Pa., and later in Lancaster County, where 
he remained one year, and in 1871 came to 
Reading, in which city he spent the remain- 
der of his da^s, dying in 1885. Politically, 
he affiliated with the Republican party, but 
only took the interest that is shown by every 
dutiful citizen. As a result of his union with 
Wilhelmina Brandt, he became the happy 
father of the following children: Augusta, 
the wife of Henry Kleffman of York, Pa.; 
William, who was a cabinet maker of Harris- 
burg, is now living a retired life; Frederick, 
who is a pattern maker of York, Pa. ; Henry, 
a shoemalcer of Steelton, Pa.; Charles, who is 
a minister in the Winebrenarian Church of 
Lancaster County ; and Augustus, the gentle- 
man whose name appears at the head of 
these lines. 

Augustus Bartels received his mental train- 
ing in the public schools of York, Pa., and 
attended St. John's Parochial School of 
Reading for one year. He then became an 
apprentice to the printer's trade, which he 
followed as a journeyman until 1891, when 
he purchased the printing plant of Theodore 
VVischan. He changed the name to the 
Germania Printing House, and has conducted 
it since, having a large patronage and num- 
bering among his customers many of the 
leading people and business houses of the 
city. He is well known for his sterling quali- 
ties, and is respected and held in high esteem 
by a large circle of acquaintances. 

June 19, 1879, Mr- Bartels was united in 
matrimonial bonds with Henrietta Dersch, a 
daughter of John Dersch, a respected citizen 
of Reading, and they are the proud parents 
of one son, John Frederick, who was born 
February 4, 1887. Politically, he is an un- 
swerving Democrat and has always taken an 
active part in the work of his party. He has 
represented the Ninth Ward as school con- 
troller for a period of seven years, and has 
also been secretary of the Democratic Ninth 
Ward organization a number of years. Reli- 
giously, he is a member of St. John's German 
Lutheran Church, of which he is a trustee. 
He is a liberal supporter of that church and 
is secretary of the vestry. 




^-)l ENRY KERPER, who conducted a 
tannery in the city of Reading until 
1882, since which time he has been 
living a retired life on account of 
ill health, is of German-Swiss descent, and 
comes of one of the oldest and best known 
families of Reading. 

His great - great - grandfather, Abraham 
Kerper, a German Palatinate, came to this 
country in 1735, locating in the city of Ger- 
mantown, Pa., where he lived the remainder 
of his life. He was the father of Valentine, 
the great-grandfather of our subject, who 
moved from Germantown to Reading in 1750, 
while a young man. He was thus one of the 
earliest settlers of the metropolis of Berks 
County, and became prosperous and well-to- 
do with the growth of the city. He was a 
member of the Reformed Church. 

Daniel Kerper, the grandfather of the gen- 
tleman whose name heads this sketch, was 
one of the early hotel keepers of this section, 
where he conducted a hotel nearly all of his 
life. During his younger years fie took an 
active part in political matters and served as 
sheriff of Berks County for two terms. He 
was united in marriage with Rosina Stultz, 
whose father conducted a blacksmith shop at 
Eighth and Chestnut streets, Philadelpnia, 
during the Revolutionary War, and they 
reared the following children, all of whom 
are now deceased: Abraham, the father of 
our subject ; Margaret was the wife of Wil- 
liam Silvis, both of whom are now deceased ; 
Catherine, wife of Joshua Keeley ; Charles ; 
Daniel ; John ; William ; and Caroline. 

Abraham Kerper was born in the city of 
Reading, August 12, 1796, on the old Kerper 
homestead, in the vicinity of the present 
Zimmerman residence, at the corner of Fifth 
and Walnut streets. At an early age he 
became an apprentice to the trade of a tanner, 
which he followed with good results through- 
out his entire lite, leaving an extensive busi- 
ness at his death in May, 1872. Politically, 
he was a Democrat and served as director of 
the poor for two terms. Religiously, he was 
an adherent to the faith of the German 
Reformed Church. He was united in mar- 
riage with Elizabeth Boyer, who was born in 
1804 and died in 1879, ^"^ ""^^ them were 
born twelve children, six sons and six daugh- 
ters, namely: Daniel, deceased; Mary, the 
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widow of James H. Parker of Fulton County, 
Pa.; Henry, the subject of this personal his- 
tory ; Rosanna, who died in infancy ; Eliza- 
beth, who died in childhood ; Ellen B., the 
wife of Sadosa S. Stevens, a druggist of 
Reading, whose life history appears on an- 
other pa^e ; James R., who lives in the state 
of Illinois; George B., whose home is in 
Dayton, Ohio; William of Reading; Kate 
E., the wife of Charles Ringle, both of 
whom are deceased: and Abraham, who 
died aged twenty years. 

Henry Kerper was born in the city of 
Reading, August 2, 1828, and obtained his 
intellectual training in the private schools of 
that city. At the age of seventeen years he 
entered the shops of the P. & R. R. R. as an 
apprentice to the trade of a machinist, and 
served in that capacity for three years. He 
was then engaged as a machinist in different 
places throughout the county until 1856, 
making an excellent reputation as a skilled 
mechanic. Upon the death of his father, Mr. 
Kerper took charge of the latter's tannery 
and successfully operated it until 1882, when 
he retired from active business on account of 
his failing health. He is a man of many ex- 
cellent qualities, and faithfully and conscien- 
tiously performs every obligation of a dutiful 
citizen, standing high in the esteem and 
respect of his numerous acquaintances. In 
the month of December, 1858, he was joined 
in Hymeneal bonds with Louisa Reifi, who 
has tne love and friendship of a large circle 
of acquaintances in Reading, where she has 
resided for many years. As a thoroughly 
estimable gentleman and well known citizen 
oi Reading, we take pleasure in presenting 
on a previous page a portrait of Mr. Kerper. 



(blTlTE MENGEL FAMILY, an old and 
i I well-established family in this country, 
<^lL has been prominently identified with 
the progress and development of Berks 
County for more than a century. It is of 
German extraction, and traces its descent 
from one Nicholas Mengel, who, in company 
with two other young men of his nationality, 
emigrated from Germany in the early part of 
the eighteenth century. Being without the 



necessary funds for paying their passage, 
they were bound out upon the ship's arrival 
in port to citizens of the new country who 
needed servants, the price thus paid for 
their services discharging the cost of trans- 
portation. 

Nicholas Mengel became the servant of 
John Gernant,, an agriculturist ot Maiden 
Creek township, Philadelphia County, now 
Berks County, Pa. After faithfully discharg- 
ing all obligations to Mr. Gernant, and hav- 
ing secured his freedom by three or four 
years of labor, he was given employment by 
his aforetime master for some years. By the 
exercise of industry and frugality he earned 
and saved considerable, with which he pur- 
chased 300 acres of land in Maiden Creek 
township. Among his sons was Peter Men- 
gel, who was born on the old homestead in 
Maiden Creek township, and, starting life on 
his own account, moved to Fritztown, Berks 
County, where he operated a saw mill for 
some years. As early as 1789, he moved to 
Caernarvon township, this county, where he 
purchased 300 acres of land, and during the 
remainder of his life ran a saw mill. He was 
a father of a large family ot children, one of 
whom was Henry, the great-grandfather of 
our subject. 

Henry Mengel was born in 1784, and 
throughout his entire life was engaged in the 
cultivation of the soil. He was joined in 
wedlock with Hannah Schoener, who was 
born in 1788, and was called to her final rest 
in 1868, and their union resulted in the fol- 
lowing issue: Matthias; Peter; Christiana; 
Hannah ; Amelia; and Eva Ann. 

Matthias Mengel, an old and honored 
member of the legal profession, who has 
been engaged in practice for almost three 
score of years, was born on the old Mengel 
homestead near Morgantown, in Caernarvon 
township, January 13, 18 14, and attended the 
subscription schools of that day, whose facil- 
ities for providing a thorough educational 
training were very inadequate. Being of a 
studious turn of mind, however, he studied 
in private and obtained a liberal education. 
It was his father's desire that he study law, 
to which he showed no inclination to yield at 
first, but finally on January 30, 1838, he regis- 
tered as a student at-law in the office of 
Elijah Dechert, Esq., and was admitted to 
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the bar of Berks County, April 9, 1840. He 
soon after acquired a laree and remunerative 
practice in Reading and the near vicinity. 
Politically, he has always been a Democrat, 
but is liberal enough in views to not allow 
party fealty to interfere with the exercise of 
his elective franchise, hence he often votes 
for those of the opposite party when he 
thinks the cause of good government is 
thereby enhanced. In 1845 he was elected 
alderman of the city of Reading, and by a 
straightforward and impartial course in the 
discharge of his duties he won public favor 
and was re-elected to that office for the two 
succeeding terms. Again in 1868 he was 
elected to that office, and altogether he served 
in that capacity for thirty and one-half years, 
which is a strong testimony of the high 
esteem in which he is held by his fellow-citi- 
zens. In 1880 he was appointed notary pub- 
lic and has faithfully served in that capacity 
to the present day, although he is now passed 
eighty-four years of age. He still retains 
good health and is able to transact an amount 
of business in a day that would tire many 
men who are much younger. He has served 
as water commissioner for two years, being 
appointed to fill out the unexpired term of 
George K. Levan, Esq., deceased. He was 
also treasurer of the city school board from 
1862 to 1868. He is a man of high prin- 
ciples, a good father and husband, and a true 
friend, holding friendships at their true value, 
the richest blessings of man. He was twice 
married, his first marital union being with 
Ann Phipps, a daughter of Jonathan Phipps 
of Chester County, and unto them were born 
two children : Henry and Jonathan P., both 
of whom are deceased. After the demise of 
his wife, Mr. Mengel formed a second alli- 
ance with Amelia M. Soder, and to that 
union \yere born two children : Matthias, a 

Practicing physician of Chester County : and 
,cvi W. 

Jonathan P. Mengel was born in the city 
of Reading, in 1849, and he was called to his 
eternal reward in 1879, ^^ the early age of 
thirty years. His wife, whose maiden name 
was Alice V. Hain, bore him three children : 
Ralph H., J. Hain, and a daughter, who died 
in infancy. Mr. Mengel was a man in whose 
character there was much to admire, and his 
death was a great shock to his young wife 



and many friends in Reading, with whom he 
had been reared. 

Ralph H. Mengel, who is a member of the 
firm of Mengel & Mengel, was born Jan- 
uary 8, 1872, in Reading, and obtained his 
intellectual training in the public schools of 
that city, graduating from tne Reading High 
School with the class of 1890. Having 
passed the preliminary examination, he be- 
came a student-at-law under the direction of 
H. Willis Bland, Esq., with whom he studied 
until the latter was appointed judge, when 
he entered the office of Cyrus G. Derr. He 
was admitted to the bar in November, 1893, 
and has since been actively engaged in the 
practice of his profession in Reading. Upon 
the death of his uncle, George P. Zieber, in 
1896, he, in partnership with nis brother, pur- 
chased the real estate and insurance business 
which had formerly been conducted by that 

f gentleman, and they have since followed that 
ine of business in connection with caring for 
their rapidly growing legal clientage. He 
is possessed of an unusual degree of energy 
and general business ability, to which much 
of his success may be attributed. 

J. Hain Mengel, junior member of the 
firm, Mengel & Mengel, was born in Read- 
ing, March 27, 1873, and attended the public 
schools, graduating from the Reading High 
School at the same time as did his brother, 
in 1890. He then took the preliminary ex- 
amination and studied law until he and his 
brother entered the real estate and insurance 
business, since which time he has devoted 
his undivided attention to these interests. 
He. too, is a man of surpassing judgment 
and business qualifications, and has a bright 
outlook for future prosperity. 



OHN B. STERLEY, M. D., is a lead- 
ing physician of Reading and one of 
her most prominent citizens. He was 
born in Limerick township, Mont- 
gomery County, this state, July 26, 1837, his 
parents being Philip and Elizabeth (Ber- 
tolette) Sterley, both of French origin. 

The great-grandfather, Sterley, was a na- 
tive of Lorraine, France, but emigrated to 
this country at an early day, settling in Sal- 
ford township, Montgomery County, this 
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state. There the grandfather was born and 
lived until he had reached man's estate, when 
he moved to Limerick township, where he 
died. He was trained for a farmer, and fol- 
lowed that occupation all his active life. 

Philip Sterley was born February 22, 1800, 
on his lather's farm, grew up there and was 
educated in the common schools. He en- 
gaged in husbandry, and was known as a 
practical as well as theoretical farmer. He 
was an old line Whig, and later a Republi- 
can, but never interested himself in politics 
enough to run for any office. He died in 
1868, nis death being considered a loss to the 
entire community. 

The maternal grandfather, John Bertolette, 
was born and raised in Oley township, this 
county, whence he removed to Montgomery 
County, where he died and was buried in 
the old Bertolette graveyard. He served in 
the War of 1812, taking his team into the 
service with him. His daughter Elizabeth, 
the mother of our subject, assisted him in 
making ready for his departure. The union 
of Philip Sterley and Elizabeth Bertolette 
resulted in the birth of four children, two 
sons and two daughters : Philip, a farmer 
of Limerick township, died in 1892: Sarah, 
who died young; John B.; and Elizabeth, the 
wife of David Kratz, a farmer of Salford- 
ville, Montgomery County. 

Dr. John B. Sterley was born and reared 
upon his father's farm, and received his edu- 
cation in the common schools of the neigh- 
borhood until sixteen years of age, when he 
went to Philadelphia, where he was employed 
for a year by his cousin, Simon R. Snyder. 
At the end of that time he entered Freeland 
Seminary, since called Ursinus College, 
where he studied for two and one-half years. 
The next six months he spent in teaching 
school in Oley township, this county, and 
having fully decided to enter the medical 
profession, he abandoned teaching at the 
expiration of his term and entered the office 
of Drs. Keeler and Groff of Harleysville, 
Pa., to take up the preliminary studies. He 
applied himself assiduously to his work and 
made rapid progress. In a short time he 
entered the University of Pennsylvania, 
from which he graduated March o, 1857. 
His first location was at Earlville, Lancaster 
County, where he practiced until i860, when 



he moved his office to Annville, Lebanon 
County, where he remained until July, 1862. 
At that time the Civil War was in progress 
and a call was made for more troops. Dr. 
Sterley felt that his duty was in the service 
of his country', and accordingly joined the 
167th Reg., ra. Vol. Inf., in which he was 
appointed to the post of surgeon. At the 
expiration of nine months he received the 
appointment of examining district surgeon for 
the Ninth Congressional District of Pennsyl- 
vania, which position he filled until June, 
1864, when he left the service. The follow- 
ing years, until 1879, found him practicing in 
St. Mary's, Elks County, Pa., where he be- 
came well and favorably known, as- well for 
his many excellent qualities of mind and 
heart as for his superior professional skill. 
He had a good practice, but there were 
many reasons that made it more advisable 
for him to locate in a larger city, and Read- 
ing was chosen as more nearly meeting his 
requirements. He took up his residence 
here in 1879, and has never had cause to 
regret the change, as his large practice will 
testify to his professional success, and his 
active interest and prominence in many of 
the local affairs speak of his popularity as a 
man and citizen. The first board of pension 
examiners of Berks County was organized 
in 1 88 1, with Dr. Sterley as one of the mem- 
bers. He served the full term, and was 
returned to the board under the Harrison 
administration, when he was made president. 
On May 11, 1898, he was reappointed by 
President McKinley. 

Dr. Sterley was united in marriage Sep- 
tember I, 1864 with Amanda R. Rightmeyer 
of Reading. One child, Winfield Bradley, 
was born to them September 18, 1865, but 
only for a few years was his presence lent to 
add brightness to their home, for on January 
17, 1877, he was transplanted to that better 
home on high. Dr. Sterley is a Republican, 
and keeps intelligently posted on all political 
matters. He also takes a deep interest in all 
matters pertaining to the public good. He 
was one of the organizers and is now vice- 
president of the Reading and Southwestern 
Electric R. R., a road which has about eight 
miles of track and takes in all the essential 

f)oints of the city. He is a member of the 
eading medical societies, viz : The Reading 
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Medical Association ; Berks County Medical 
Society ; and the Pennsylvania State Medical 
Society. He is a prominent member of the 
blue lodge, belonging to St. John's Lodge, 
435, F. & A. M., and is also an active worker 
of Gen. William H. Keim Post, No. 76, 
G. A. R. He is an honorable, conscientious, 
upright man, and his record as a private citi- 
zen and public official has reflected honor to 
the county, while his professional life has 
been one continual success. 



m 



ILLIAM A. ARNOLD. The sub- 
ject of this biographical notice is 
one of the leading financiers and 
representative business men of the city of 
Reading, where he was born March 19, 1836. 
His entire life has been identified with large 
enterprises. At the present time, Mr. Arnold 
is president of the Reading Fire Insurance & 
Trust Co. of Berks County, and a director 
of the Reading Gas Company, and Farmers* 
Bank of Reading. His business life has been 
marked with enterprise, hard work, and the 
strictest probity, so it is but natural that the 
citizens of Reading should place in him the 
fullest confidence. 

Nicholas Arnold, our subject's grandfather, 
was born in Reading, educated in its schools, 
and learned the trade of a hatter, which 
trade claimed his attention throughout his 
entire business life. He was one.of the first 
persons in Berks County to engage exten- 
sively in the manufacture of wool Tiats, and 
built up a large business in that line. He 
also operated his farm, which is now included 
in the south-western part of the city, being 
for the most part built up. He and his wife, 
Barbara Fichthorn, had two children, a boy 
and a girl, and lived to an advanced age. 

William A. Arnold, Sr., only son of the 
preceding, received a good, practical educa- 
tion, and learned the hatter's trade ; succeed- 
ing to his father's business, he conducted it 
wisely and well, and was connected alto- 
gether with the hat manufacturing industry 
for a period that extended over more than 
twenty-five years. He was the largest man- 
ufacturer 01 hats in Reading, regularly em- 
ployed from thirty to forty hands, and some- 



times shipped his hats for the Southern trade 
via Charleston, S. C, in sailing vessels, a 
trip that often required three months for its 
consummation. Having acquired a handsome 
competence by a wise administration of his 
business, he retired from it at the age of fifty, 
and thereafter his labors were more public in 
their character, for he engaged in politics to 
some extent as a Democrat, serving in the 
following capacities: as commissioner from 
1841 to 1845; as count}' treasurer from 1845 
to 1847; ^"^ as director of the poor from 
1850 to 1857. The last thirtj years of his 
career were spent chiefly m settling up 
estates, and in serving as administrator, 
guardian, and trustee. He was a Mason of 
prominence, and a member of Trinity Luth- 
eran Church. Anna Homan, who became 
his first wife, bore him four children, of 
whom two are now living, namely : William 
A., our subject ; and Annie Louisa, wife of 
Ferdinand Kitter of Reading. Mrs. Arnold 
died in 1844, aged thirty-four years. His 
second wife, Catharine Sauerbier, bore him 
two children, — Amanda (Mrs. Frank Mark- 
ley), and Emma (Mrs. Lewis Dauth), — and 
died in 1877, aged fifty -eight years. Mr. 
Arnold's own death occurred in 1884, when 
he was aged eighty-five years, his birth hav- 
ing occurred in 1798. 

William A. Arnold attended the schools of 
Reading until he was thirteen years of age, 
and then spent ten years in thoroughly mas- 
tering the trade of a hatter in Adam Kutz's 
shop. In 1859 ^^ launched himself on the 
business sea as a manufacturer of hats. He 
was a member of the firm of Kutz, Arnold 
& Co. for twenty years ; this was a very suc- 
cessful firm, and did the largest business oi 
any hat manufacturers in the county during 
the Civil War. In 1877 he was appointed 
assignee of the Reading Savings Bank, which 
had failed, and in the settlement of its affairs 
displayed an energy and ability that was 
most gratifying to tne bank's creditors. In 
1883 he was made president of the Reading 
Fire Insurance & Trust Co. of Berks County, 
a position he still holds with great credit to 
himself. He is financially interested in other 
business enterprises of Reading, and is in- 
cluded as one of the city's best, solidest, and 
most influential citizens. His judgment is 
sound and ripe, his experience extended and 
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practical, his actions quick and incisive, 
while his character is without reproach. He 
is a Democrat of decided stamp, his affilia- 
tions being with the Gold wing of that 
party. Fraternally, he is a member of the 
1. O. O. F., and has taken the Thirty-third 
Degree in Free Masonry. 

In early life, Mr. Arnold united himself in 
marriage with Ellen L. Rick, a daughter of 
Charles Rick of Reading. Their happy 
home is made up of the following six chil- 
dren, namely : William I., a hatter by trade; 
John I., who is connected with the Reading 
Fire Insurance & Trust Co. of Berks County; 
Frank ; Anna ; Ellen ; and Mary. On an- 
other page in proximity to this, we take 
pleasure in presenting an excellent likeness of 
Mr. Arnold, who is one of the best known 
men in Berks County. 



-|r>. AVID C. KLINE, M. D., is one of 
I — \ the foremost and most reliable 
Its I physicians of Reading, where he 
<^*""^*^ nas practiced since he received his 
diploma. He is a strong believer in the 
Homeopathic school of medicine, in which 
he studied^ and has been largely instrumental 
in extending its popularity. He is a son of 
Harman G. and Mary (Bassett) Kline, and 
was born in Northumberland County Sep- 
tember 22, 1855. 

Isaac Kline, the grandfather, was a native 
of Northumberland County where he carried 
on farming; he died near Sunbury, in the 
neighborhood of Kline's Grove. He was 
married to Susan De Witt and raised a family 
of children, among whom was Harman G., 
the father of our subject. He was born in 
Northumberland County in 18 18, and was 
reared there. He is now a retired farmer of 
Sunburv. He is an active member of the 
Methocfist Episcopal Church, and a zealous 
worker, contributing liberally of his time and 
means to the advancement of the organiza- 
tion. He was united in marriage with Mary 
Bassett, who was born in 1822. They are 
still journeying together in wedded harmony, 
having passed the golden milestone of mar- 
ried life side by side. Her father, Luther 
Bassett, was a resident of Danville, Northum- 
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berland County, having gone thither from his 
native state. New Jersey. He was an agri- 
culturist and died at the advanced age of 
eighty-seven years. To Harman G. Kline 
and his estimable wife have been born nine 
children, whose lives have been rounded out 
with honor and usefulness. They are as 
follows: Luther B., who was educated in the 
ublic schools of Sunbury, then attended the 
efferson Medical College, from which he 
graduated, and is now practicing medicine 
at Catawissa, Columbia County ; Elisha B. 
was educated at Williamsport Seminary, read 
law, and was ready to be admitted to the bar 
when he died ; Lizzie was also educated at 
Williamsport Seminary, and married H. C. 
Wallize, now living on the old Kline home- 
stead; George M. was educated at Williams- 
port Seminary, and is now engaged in the 
mercantile business in Union County, Pa.; 
Margaret Ellen is the wife of I. L. Bender of 
West Virginia, who is clerk of the county in 
which he resides ; David C. our subject ; 
Isaac C. is a graduate of La Fayette College, 
and at present is practicing law at Sunbury, 
Pa. ; J. Simpson was an attendant of the 
Bloomsburg Normal School and La Fayette 
College, and is also a practicing attorney of 
Sunbury; Rachel Estelle is the wife of rrof. 
W. S. Hall, who occupies the chair of Min- 
ing, Engineering, and Higher Mathematics 
in La Fayette College. 

Dr. David C. Kline attended the Blooms- 
burg Normal School, the Dickinson Seminary 
at Williamsport, and then entered the Hahn- 
emann Medical College at Philadelphia, 
graduating in 1883. He located in Reading, 
in July of that year, and has been in active 
practice ever since. He belongs to the State 
Medical Society, believing that fraternal 
gatherings with fellow practitioners for pur- 
poses of discussion advance the cause of 
science. He labored most earnestly in as- 
sisting in the organization of the Homeo- 
pathic Hospital at Reading and has since 
spared no effort to make it a thorough suc- 
cess. He has been on the Hospital staff 
since its organization. He enjoys a large and 
lucrative general practice, but his specialties 
are the diseases of women and children, and 
in this line he has met with remarkable 
success. 

Dr. Kline chose as his partner through the 
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vicissitudes of life Laura Smith, daughter of 
Samuel Smith, M. D., a practicing physician , 
of Treverton, Pa. Their nuptials were cele- ' 
brated September 21, 1882, and their home ! 
has one more inmate, Rada, a bright child, | 
who was born May 15, 1894. A hearty 
welcome always awaits the guest at their 
fireside, and their friends are many. The 
early religious training of Dr. Kline was such 
as to incline him to favor both the Methodist ! 
and Presbyterian sects, his father being a 
zealous member of the Methodist Church, 
while his mother was brought up in the 
Presbyterian belief. The Doctor is a man 
whose life is open to inspection ; he is untir- 
ing, and devoted to his profession, strong in 
his friendships, and stands high as an honor- 
able, upright citizen. 



TTtHARLES F. RENTSCHLER, Sr., 
I QJ ex prothonotary of Berks County, 
V%^ and a thoroughly representative 

^^- ^ citizen and business man of the 
city of Reading, is a son of Jacob and Sarah 
(Fegley) Rentschler, and was born in Upper 
Bern township, this county, June 11. 1835. 

The family is of the sturdy German stock, 
and was founded in this county during the 
last quarter of the eighteenth century. One 
brother settled in the city of Philadelphia ; 
one near Sunbury, Northumberland County, 
Pa.; and the other, John George Rentschler, 
the grandfather of our subject, settled in 
Bern township, this county, having been at- 
tracted hither by the beautiful, undulating 
farming land. He was a farmer and owned 
two of the best cultivated farms in his town- 
ship, which he acquired by his own ener- 
getic and industrious work. He was identi- 
fied prominently with St. Michael's Lutheran 
Church, whose church edifice he aided in 
erecting, being chairman of the building 
committee. He was born October 11, 1755, 
and died upon his farm March 24, 1827. He 
married Catherine Wagoner, who was born 
December 23, 1765, and who died January 2, 
1847. They were the parents of ten children 
— six sons and four daughters, one of whom, 
Jacob Rentschler, was the father of our sub- 
ject. He was born on his father's farm in 
Bern township, April 3, 1804, and died at 



Bernville, this county, January 28, 1874, 
having spent his entire life in Bern township. 
He followed the combined vocation of farm- 
ing and manufacturing woolen goods, and 
was accounted one of the thrifty and suc- 
cessful men of his community. He was a 
member and for many years deacon of St. 
Michael's Lutheran Church. He was twice 
married; his first wife was Sarah Fegley, 
who was born near Orwigsburg, Schuylkill 
County, Pa., January 4, 1810, and who died 
January 31, 1837, in Upper Bern township. 
They were the parents of two sons and two 
daughters. His second marriage was with 
Sarah Deal, who bore him two sons 

Charles F. Rentschler, Sr., the subject of 
this biographical sketch, was reared in 
Upper Bern township, and obtained his edu- 
cation in the public schools of that township, 
and at White Hall Institute, receiving a 

food elementary training. Leaving school 
e engaged in the mercantile business one 
year at Port Clinton, Schuylkill County, Pa. 
He then returned to his native township and 
kept a hotel and store in Shartlesville for ten 
years. He next moved to Bernville, where 
he continued the hotel business six years. 
During Johnson's administration, he was 
revenue assessor of Berks County, and in 
1872 he relinquished the hotel and merchan- 
dise business and engaged in operating a tan- 
nery in Bernville, which he still conducts, 
doing a good business. In 1875, he was 
elected to the office of prothonotary on the 
Democratic ticket, and hlled that office three 
ears. In 1893, he moved to Reading, where 
e now resides, and in 1895 he opened a 
wholesale liquor store on the corner of Tenth 
and Penn streets, of which his son Milton is 
manager. He is a director of the Keystone 
National Bank of Reading. 

Mr. Rentschler has been quite prominent 
in politics, serving as a delegate to many 
Democratic county and state conventions. 
He was united in marriage with Catherine 
Fleisher, a daughter of Henry Fleisher of 
Bern township, the nuptials occurring 
October 17, 1857. Seven children have 
blessed the home of our subject and wife, 
namely : Milton, manager of the liquor 
store, was wedded to Wilhelmina Miss- 
ner; Charles, Jr., is engaged in the drug 
business in Reading ; Morns, a hotel keeper 
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of Bernville, was united in marriage with 
Ida Graeff ; Dr. Henry, a graduate of Jeffer- 
son Medical College, is now practicing his 
chosen profession as a physician of the Berks 
County Almshouse ; Alma is the wife ot Rev. 
A. M. Weber, a Lutheran minister of Boy^r- 
town, Pa.; Tamsey is the wife of Wilson 
Richardson of Bernville; ^nd Mary, who 
resides with her parents in Reading. 
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HOMAS HILL, who has been living in 
J I happjr retirement since 1886, is a man 
^A- of tried business ability, having been 
for many years a prosperous liveryman of 
Reading. When he entered upon the battle 
of life in the great business world, his means 
were very limited, but being endowed with 
an unusual amount of energy, perseverance 
and self-reliance, he fought his way to the 
top round of the ladder, and is now enabled 
to spend his declining days in peace and 
comfort He is a son of Jacob and Susanna 
(Lanciscus) Hill, and was born in a suburb of 
Reading, May 16, 1820. 

Jacob Hill, the father of our subject, was 
born near Reading in 1781, and throughoui 
life plied the trade of a stone mason with f^ir 
success. He was joined in wedlock with 
Miss Susanna Lanciscus, whose birth also oc- 
curred in 1781, and their union was a long 
and happy one. 

Thomas Hill, who is a man of much learn- 
ing, attended the subscription schools of 
Reading, but in the main his education was 
derived from study in moments when his 
work did not require his entire attention. 
Early in life he learned the trade of a brick 
layer, and after following it for a time he be- 
gan taking contracts in that line of work, con- 
tinuing successfully for some years. He then 
embarked in the livery business in Reading, 
and conducted one of the most reliable barns 
in the city, having the patronage of many of 
the leading citizens, who not only appreciated 
his honest efforts, but realized that his stable 
was unsurpassed in its appointments. His 
business was successful beyond his greatest 
expectations, and, in 1886, he retired to spend 
theVemainder of his life in the midst ot his 
family. Politically, he was a Democrat down 
to the time of Lincoln, since when he has 



?^iven his unswerving support to the Repub- 
ican party. He willingly uses his influence 
to aid his many friends, but has never sought 
political distinction in his own behalf. 

Mr. Hill formed a matrimonial alliance 
with Miss Margaret Kantner, and seven chil- 
dren have blessed their union, namely : Lan- 
ciscus, deceased, born July 4, 1843 1 Elizabeth, 
the widow of Samuel Hugh MacLaurin, who 
was an attorney-at-law in the city of Phila- 
delphia, and is survived by his wife and two 
children — Roderick and Gertrude ; Maudia 
C, born Aug. 12, 1849; Susan R., born May 
20, 1852; Mary, born May 13, 1854; Jacob, 
born Dec. 29, 1856; Thomas, born Nov. 7, 
1845 ; ^rid Mary, who married John S. Creitz, 
a pattern maker of Reading. Mrs. Hill, who 
was born Feb. 20, 1820, passed to her home 
beyond the river of deatn Jan. 24, 1877. Re- 
ligiously, our subject is a member of the St. 
James Lutheran Church, for building the 
church edifice of which he had the contract. 



/^HARLES HENNINGER, who was 
I QJ the leading undertaker and cmbalmer 
VJ|^ of Readmg prior to his retirement 

^^-■^ from active work in October, 1897, 
officiated as funeral director more times than 
any man in the county. He is a son of 
John and Mary (Rapp) Henninger, and was 
born December 10, 1828, at Kutztown, Berks 
County. 

John Henninger, the father of our subject, 
was born in Lehigh County, Pa., but later 
came to Kutztown, where ne followed the 
craft, shoemaking, all of his life. In religious 
attachments he was a member of the Luth- 
eran Church. As a result of his union with 
Mary Rapp, six children were born, namely : 
William, deceased: Katherine, the wife of 
Jacob Young; Frederick R., deceased; John, 
deceased; Hiram, deceased ; and Charles, the 
subject of this personal history. Mr. Hen- 
ninger passed into the unknown beyond in 
1829, and his wife, who survived him a few 
years, died in 1837. • 

Charles Henninger received a good com- 
mon school education, after which he learned 
the trade of a cabinet-maker and undertaker. 
He embarked in that line of business in the 
city of Reading about fifty years ago, and 
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though without means, he soon established a 
prosperous business by energetic and con- 
scientious labor. He later dropped the cab- 
inet department of the work, and devoted his 
attention exclusively to undertaking. He 
established a good reputation for honesty 
and straightforwardness in all matters per- 
taining to the business, and the citizens of 
Reading and the near vicinity did not hesi- 
tate to repose their confidence in him. In 
October, 1897, Mr. Henninger retired from 
active work, and his son Hiram now conducts 
the establishment. 

He was united in matrimonial bonds with 
Rebecca Creidler in 1850, and their union 
was blessed by the birth of the following 
children: Theodore, deceased; Fred Irvin, 
deceased ; Hiram ; Sarah A. ; Emma ; Lily ; 
and Charles, deceased. Mrs. Henninger was 
called Home April 23, 1897. Politically, Mr. 
Henninger is a Republican and has served as 
councilman for three years. Socially, he is a 
member of Chandler Lodge, No. 227, F. & A. 
M., and of the Odd Fellows Lodge. Reli- 
giously, he is a member of the Trinity 
Lutheran Church of Reading. 
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HARLES BRENEISER, SR.,a 

highly respected citizen and business 
man of Reading, an excellent por- 
trait of whom we show on the op- 
posite page, is an extensive cigar manufac- 
turer, and wholesale tobacco dealer. 

Our subject is a son of Emanuel and Chris- 
tina (Swartz) Breneiser, and was born in 
Reading, March 24, 1828. He traces his an- 
cestry to a Holland origin, his grandfather, 
John Valentine Breneiser, having emigrated 
from Rotterdam on the ship Alexander and 
Ann^ September 5, 1730. He settled in Lan- 
caster County, Pa., where he pursued the 
arts of agriculture throughout the remainder 
of his active days. In Lancaster County 
was born Emanuel Breneiser, the father of 
the subject of this sketch, June 26, 1784. He 
was reared in that county until he reached 
manhood, when he came to Reading, where 
he lived until his life came to an end, his 
death occurring April 7, 1865. He married 
Christina Swartz, and to their union there 



were born eleven children. Christina Swartz 
was born February 15, 1793, and died March 
28, 1849. She was a daughter of George 
Swartz, who was a native of Oley township, 
this county, and a well known hotel-keeper 
on the corner of Penn and Seventh streets in 
Reading for the long period of forty years. 
Charles Breneiser, Sr., the subject of this 
sketch, obtained his educational training in 
the public schools of Reading, attending 
them but a short time after they became a 
recognized and legalized institution of the 
state. They were at that time in a very 
crude state, and his attendance was limited, 
as he was under the necessity of going to 
work for himself at a very early age. Hence 
the most essential and by far the most useful 
part of his education has been obtained by 
his own efforts, and mainly through general 
reading and through his associations with 
men in the active business world. In the 
early days of his boyhood every young man 
was supposed to learn at least one of the 
useful trades, and young Breneiser learned 
two of them, those of a cigarmaker and 
bricklayer ; the latter, however, he did not 
follow. At the age of twenty years he em- 
barked in the manufacture ol cigars. The 
success he has achieved, and the standing of 
the house he has founded, are living testi- 
monials of the value the quality of stick-to- 
itiveness in business. Until 1861 he was 
engaged exclusively in the manufacture of 
cigars, but upon that date he added to that 
business the related one of the wholesale 
tobacco trade. These industries he has 
pushed with energy, and he now ranks 
among the largest dealers in this part of 
the state of Pennsylvania. In addition to 
his regular business, Mr. Breneiser has been 
prominently identified with many financial 
and industrial enterprises, closely identified 
with the history and progress of Reading. 
He is a director of the National Union 
Bank, manager of the Charles Evans Ceme- 
tery Co., director of the Reading Trust Co., 
being one of the first promoters of the 
same, manager of the Oley Turnpike Road 
Co., and for twenty-five years has been an 
active member of the Reading Benevolent 
Association, an association that has done 
much tor charity in the city ; he is also 
president of the Manatona Fire and Storm 
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Insurance Co., and is manager of the Read- 
ing Hospital. Religiously, Mr. Breneiser is 
a member of the Trinity Lutheran Church. 

He was united in marriage with Mary 
Ann Newhaft, and to their union were born 
twelve children. Four of his sons are asso- 
ciated with him in the tobacco business. 
Our subject is a t3^pical representative of the 
people, and combines in his character those 
distinguishing characteristics of industry, 
integrity and frugality that are sure to com- 
mand success in whatever field their owner 
may be placed. 




R. LEVI H. THOMPSON, de- 
ceased, was for many years one of 
the leading and representative phy- 
sicians and surgeons of Reading 
and Berks County. He was born August 
20, 1823, near Dale, Berks County, Pa., and 
was a son of William H. Thompson. 

William H. Thompson was born at Dale 
Forge, Berks County, and early in life be- 
came bookkeeper for Thompson, May, Smith 
& Bull, operators of a forge near the above 
mentioned village, and was engaged at that 
occupation the greater part of nis life. 

Dr. Levi H. Thompson, the subject of this 
biographical sketch, obtained his mtellectual 
training in the common schools and at Stras- 
burg Academy in Lancaster County, after 
which he began clerking in a store, continu- 
ing for some time at tnis line of work in 
Berks and Chester Counties. He then be- 
gan the study of medicine under the tutelage 
of Dr. Alfred Herman of Monterey near 
Kutztown, Berks County, and later attended 
Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, 
from which institution of learning he was 
graduated in 1853. He then took up his 
hrst practice at New Jerusalem, near Lyons, 
Berks County, and after a time located in 
Coatesville, Chester County, whence he re- 
turned to Berks County, locating in Fleet- 
wood, where he remained a short time. He 
next located at Lyons, where he remained 
until April, 1875, when he moved to Reading 
and located his office at No. 220 North Sixth 
street. He had by that time acquired con- 
siderable experience and having a thorough 



understanding of his profession, he soon 
acquired a large practice and became a 
prominent figure in the business and social 
circles of Reading. He resided in Reading 
the last twenty years of his life, being called 
to his eternal reward, October 23, iSg6. He 
stood very high in his profession, being of 
moral ana upright character, methodical in 
his habits, and one who made friends rapidly 
wherever he went. He was never so happy 
as when at home, surrounded by his wife and 
loving children. He was twice before the 
marriage altar, his first union being with 
Mary Hock, by whom he had nine children, 
six of whom are now living, namely : 
Thomas, a physician of West Point, Neb.; 
William, a farmer of Cuming County, Neb.; 
John, a druggist of West Point, Neb.; 
Charles is also a druggist of that town : 
Annie, the wife of John Kinports of Minne- 
apolis, Minn.; and Mary of Reading. His 
second alliance was with Ester Ann Hunter- 
leiter, a daughter of Joshua and Hannah 
(Donmoyer) Hunterleiter, and unto them 
were born six children: Oan J., a physician 
of Reading ; Dr. Louis Levi, a physician and 
surgeon of Reading; Lenora, who resides on 
the old homestead ; and Emeline, an instruc- 
tor, residing in Reading. 

Dr. Louis Levi Thompson was born in 
Lyons, Pa., February 16, 1875, and was edu- 
cated in the Reading High School, after 
which he became a clerk in the drug store of 
John B. Raser of Reading for one year. He 
then read medicine with his father for one 
year. In October, 1893, he went to Phila- 
delphia and entered the Jefferson Medical 
College, from which he graduated May 15, 
1896, and also passed the state board of med- 
ical examiners. He was licensed to practice 
medicine and surgery in the state of Penn- 
sylvania, and succeeded to his father*s prac- 
tice upon the death of the latter. He has a 
large general practice, and is held in high 
esteem by his fellow practitioners and tne 
citizens of Reading, whose regard for the 
one gone before has been transferred to the 
son, who has inherited many of his lather's 
noble traits of character. Socially, he is a 
member of the Berks County Medical So- 
ciety, and of the Reading Medical Associa- 
tion. He is also a member of the Foresters 
of America. Politically, he is an unswerving 
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Republican, whilst in religious attachments 
he is a member of the Memorial M. E. 
Church of Reading. 

Dr. Oan J. Thompson was born June 9, 
1870, at Lyons, Berks County, and was edu- 
cated in the public schools and at Stewart 
Academy, an educational institution, now 
defunct. He entered the Philadelphia Col- 
lege of Pharmacy, from which he graduated 
in 1 89 1, and engaged in business with his 
brother, Charles. He also attended lectures 
at the Jefferson Medical College in the win- 
ter months and graduated in 1895, after 
which, July 9, 1896, he located at 144 North 
Tenth street, Reading, where he has since 
been successfully engaged in practice. He 
is a member of the Reading Medical Associ- 
ation, and of the Berks County Medical So- 
ciety, and is medical examiner for the Amer- 
ican Protective League. Socially, he is a 
member of the Minneapolis Lodge, No. 190, 
F. & A. M. In religious belief, he is a 
Methodist, and belongs to the Memorial 
Church in Reading of that denomination. 



(^TY^EXANDER SCHLOTTMAN, a 
f]\ contractor and builder by occupa- 
fJlx tion, is one of the progressive and 
^ ^^-^ enterprising citizens of the city of 
Reading. He is a son of George and Susan 
(Barnhart) Schlottman, and was born in 
Alsace township, Berks County, October 17, 

1834. 

Edward Schlottman, the grandfather of 
our subject, was born in Germany, and, upon 
coming to America, settled in Ruscombman- 
or township, where he spent the remainder 
of his days tilling the soil. George Schlott- 
man, the father of our subject, was born in 
Ruscombmanor township, October 19, 1802. 
He grew to manhood in that township and 
engaged in farming and carpentering, being 
one of the good substantial citizens of his 
community. Later in life he moved to Al- 
sace township and resided there until his 
death, which occurred June i, 1882. He was 
united in marriage with Susan Barnhart, by 
whom he had four children, two sons and 
two daughters, namely : Marks, a farmer of 
Muhlenberg, this county ; Alexander, who is 
the subject of this biography ; Hannah M., 



who married David Haas and resides in the 
city of Reading; and Almina, who married 
Ephraim Buskirk of Ruscombmanor town- 
ship. 

Our subject, after obtaining a good com- 
mon school education, learned the trade of a 
carpenter, and followed it until 1891. He 
was a skilled workman, and was employed 
by the P. & R. R. R., for which he always 
did his work in a manner that gained the 
highest approval of his superiors. 

Since leaving the railroad company he has 
been contracting on his own account, and 
has had many jobs of excavating and build- 
ing. He is honest and straightforward in all 
his dealings, and is highl}^ esteemed by all 
with whom he may do business for his ster- 
ling qualities. On October 14. 1862, he en- 
listed in Co. K, 167th Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf., for 
nine months' service. At the expiration of 
that time he re-enlisted in Co. H, 57th Reg. 
Pa. Vol. Inf., and served until the close of 
the war. He took part in a number of im- 
portant engagements in which he displayed 
courage and bravery, and acquitted himself 
with credit. 

Our subject was united in marriage with 
Catherine Eck, January 30, 1864, and they 
are the proud parents of the following chil- 
dren: Adam, who was born October 6, 1872, 
and completed a course in the Inter State 
Commercial College of Reading, married 
Jennie Kreisher, and resides at No. 204 
Franklin street, Reading, Pa., — he is a book- 
keeper for the Standard Bicycle Co. of Read- 
ing ; Susan, who was born August 24. 1879, 
and resides at home with her parents ; Katie 
died December 4, 1882, aged eighteen years; 
George Alexander died, aged three months ; 
and William, who died at the age of five 
months. Mrs. Schlottman is a daughterof John 
Eck, a farmer of Richmond township, who was 
joined in Hymen*s bonds with Catherine 
Rothermel, and reared the following chil- 
dren : Catherine, the wife of our subject, 
born February 22, 1840; Jacob, deceased; 
Charles, a miner, who resides in Westmore- 
land County, Pa.; Sarah, the wife oLMandon 
Haag; Mary married Charles Speicher ; Pe- 
ter, a resident of Ruscombmanor township ; 
and Cevilla, the wife of Adam Haag. 

In political belief Mr. Schlottman is an en- 
thusiastic Republican, and takes an active 
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interest in the affairs of the party. He 
served as tax collector in the city from 1886 
to 1887, and made the triennial assessment in 
the Thirteenth Ward in 1887. In 1890 he was 
the census enumerator in the first precinct of 
the Thirteenth Ward ; and in 1894 was elected 
prison inspector of the city for a term of three 
years. At present he is chairman of the 
Republican Committee of the Thirteenth 
Ward, and has been a delegate to county 
conventions a number of times. Socially, he 
is a member of the Order of United Ameri- 
can Mechanics, Fleetwood Council, No. 20 ; 
Knights of Pythias. Fleetwood Lod^e, No. 
142 ; and Veteran Castle, No. 481, Knights of 
the Golden Eagle of Reading. In religious 
belief he is a firm believer in the faith of the 
Reformed Church. 



TTtAPTAIN JACOB C. HOFF. A gen- 
I (zJ tleman of the old school, who is well 
VJjjj remembered by our older citizens 

^^ "^ as an active and successful business 
man in his younger days, is he whose namQ 
heads this brief notice. He was born in the 
city of Reading January 29, 1826, and is a 
son of Jacob and Christine Hoff. 

Our subject's scholastic training so far as 
schools go was obtained in the select schools 
of his day, but by far the better part of his 
mental training was secured through actual 
business experience. He commenced his 
training along this line when but fourteen 
years of age, at which time he accepted a 
clerical position in the store of his brother, 
Augustus Hoff. Having been in his employ 
a snort time he was given charge of the 
books, and at the same time was engaged in 
other work about the store, and as it was a 
large general store it gave him admirable 
opportunities to acquaint himself with busi- 
ness methods, and soon developed exceptional 
business capacity. So pleased was his em- 
ployer that he took him into the firm, selling 
to him a third interest, and the business was 
thereafter conducted under the firm name of 
Hoff & Bros. The firm continued until our 
subject was thirty years of age, when he 
retired from that business, and has since lived 
comparatively a retired life. Having been 
successful in business he invested largely in 



real estate in the city, to the fostering of 
which interests he has devoted much of his 
time. He has also invested in other enter- 
prises of the city of a financial and industrial 
nature. 

Politically, Mr. Hoff has always been a 
Republican of pronounced views, and in his 
younger days was frequently asked to stand 
as a candidate for political preferment, but 
always refused. In local matters he took a 
commendable interest, serving for a a num- 
ber of years as a member of both bodies of 
the city council acting as president of each ; 
he has also served as a member of the board 
of water commissioners, was on the school 
board sixteen years and was president of the 
Fire Department about the same length of 
time. During that trying crisis in the history 
of our country just prior to and during the 
Civil War, our subject was an ardent Anti- 
Slavery man, and served almost three years 
as provost-marshal of the Eighth District of 
Pennsylvania, one of the largest districts of 
the state. In his relation he was very active 
and gave great aid to the Union cause. In 
religious faith Mr. Hoff is a consistent mem- 
ber of the Lutheran Church, whilst fraternally 
he stands high in Masonic circles. He is a 
member of Reading Lodge, No. 66, F. & A. 
M.;, Reading Chapter, No. 152, R. A. M.; 
Reading Commandery, No. 42, K. T.; Rajah 
Temple of the Ancient Arabic Order of 
Nobles of the Mystic Chain. Mr. Hoff mar- 
ried Rosa S. Silvis November 26, 1849, and 
to them have been born the following chil- 
dren : Augustus W.; John S.; Charles L.; 
Harry C; Howard L.; and Louise R. 



T^APTAIN WILLIAM H. HOUCK, a 
I QL/ veteran of the Civil War, is an alder- 
V% man of Reading, and a prominent 

^^ ^ and prosperous citizen of the city. 
He was born in Warwick township, Chester 
County, Pa., July 31, 1843, ^"d 's a son of 
John and Hannah (Stubblebine) Houck, and 
grandson of Jacob Houck. 

Jacob Houck was born in Warwick town- 
ship, Chester County, and resided there all 
his life, pursuing the occupation of an agri- 
culturist. Jacob was widely known through- 
out the township, and took an active interest 
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in local politics ; he was originally a Whig, 
but when that party had outlived its useful- 
ness, be became a Republican. John Houck 
was also born in Warwick township, Chester 
County, and although he was reared to 
agricultural pursuits, he became a merchant 
when he grew to maturity ; he conducted a 
general store at Harmonyville, Pa., for a 
period of forty years, and was very successful 
m that line of business. He established a 
large patronage, and won the entire confi- 
dence and esteem of his fellow-citizens, on 
account of his honesty and straightforward 
dealings. He too was a Whig in his early 
life, but later became identified with the 
Republican party. He was joined in mar- 
riage with Hannah Stubblebine, and they 
became the parents of one child, William H., 
the subject of this notice. Our subject's 
father entered the world of rest January 14, 
1895, aged eighty-six years. 

William H. Houck acquired a liberal edu- 
cation in the common schools of his native 
township, and early in life served an appren- 
ticeship to the carpenter's trade, but had 
followed that occupation only one year, when 
in May, 1862, he enlisted as a private in Co. 
G, 124th Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf. for a period ot 
nine months. At the expiration of that time, 
he re-enlisted in Co. I, 92nd Reg. Pa. Vol. 
Inf., and served until the close of the war. 
After the battle of Antietam had been fought, 
our subject was promoted to the position of 
corporal ; at Chancellorsville he was ad- 
vanced to be second sergeant ; was commis- 
sioned second lieutenant after the battle of 
Gettysburg, and just before the close of the 
war, he was promoted to be captain of his 
company. Our subject bears a wound in the 
left leg, which he received in the battle of 
Antietam. After the close of the war, he 
returned to Chester County, and in 1865 he 
went to Mt. Carroll, Illinois, where he fol- 
lowed the trade of a carpenter one year. 
Returning to Chester County, he continued 
his former occupation until 1879, when he 
became a resident of Reading, and worked 
for Orr, Painter & Co. in the pattern depart- 
ment of their stove works; he remained in 
their employ for a period of eighteen years. 

Politically Captain Houck is a solid Re- 
publican ; he was appointed alderman to fill 
the vacancy caused by the death of Lew 



Levan, and at the following election he was 
elected to that office for a period of five 
years. Socially, Captain Houck is a member 
of Cyrus Castle, No. 63, K. of G. E., and has 
been district grand chief for the past four 
years ; he is a member and was commander 
two years of the McLean Post No. 16, G. A. 
R. ; Muhlenberg Lodge No. 1085, L O. O. F. ; 
and in his religious attachments he is a mem- 
ber of the Memorial Fifth Street Church. 
Captain Houck was wedded to Mary Hal- 
derman and five children have blessed their 
home, namely : Elma May, the wife of Daniel 
.S. Dickinson ; George C, a letter carrier of 
Reading ; Edgar A. is working in the employ 
of the P. & R. R. R. ; and Maude and Ethel, 
both of whom reside with their parents. 




NICHOLAS SCHAEFFER,one of 
the leading representatives of the 
\\SJ' legal fraternity in Berks County, 
and a resident of the city of Read- 
ing, is a son of David and Esther (Christ) 
Shaeffer, and was born September 10, 1853, 
in Maxatawny township, Berks County. 

His paternal great-grandfather was George 
Schaener, a native of Southern Germany, 
north of the Rhine, who, in 1750, with 30,000 
other inhabitants of that country located in 
Pennsylvania. He settled upon a tract of 
land in Richmond township, which is now 
owned by his descendants, and there reared 
a family of five children, two sons and three 
daughters. This sturdy old pioneer passed 
to his eternal reward in 1791, after filling out 
a long and useful life. 

Philip Schaefler, the grandfather of our 
subject, was born on the old homestead farm 
in 1770, and became an agriculturist. He 
manufactured the first threshing machine in 
Berks County, and met with such success as 
to warrant him to continue in that line of 
work the remainder of his life. He was the 
progenitor of a family of twelve children, 
namely: George; Peter; Isaac; Jonathan; 
Daniel; Philip; William; David; Sarah, the 
wife of Jacob DeLong; Elizabeth, the wife 
of Solomon Yoder; Anna M., who married 
Isaac Merkle : and Esther, the wife of Francis 
De Long. Politically, he was a Democrat, 
whilst in religious attachments he was a 
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member of the Reformed Church. He was 
a soldier of the War of 1812, our second great 
conflict with Great Britain, and acquitted 
himself with credit. Mrs. Schaefifer passed 
away in 1849, and her husband was called 
Home in January, 1853, ^^ the advanced age 
of eighty-three years. 

David Schaener, the father of our subject 
was born in Berks County, October 3, 1820, 
and engaged in tilling the soil, after obtain- 
ing a good education in the common schools. 
He was deeply interested in the educational 
advancement of his community, and was one 
of the charter members of the Keystone 
State Normal School of Kutztown, of which 
he is still a trustee. He was united in the 
holy bonds of matrimony with Esther Christ, 
who was born in Greenwich township, Berks 
County, in 1825, the nuptials occurring in 
May, 1848. This happy union was blessed by 
the birth of five chilaren, each of whom was 
given the best educational advantages, and is 
now a credit to the community in which he 
lives. The record is as follows: Nathan is 
Superintendent of Public Instruction of the 
State of Pennsylvania ; William D., is pastor 
of the Reformed Church at Chambersburg; 
D. Nicholas Schaefler, a record of whose 
career is here given ; James is engaged in 
farming ; and Charles is a physician of Allen- 
town. 

D. Nicholas Schaefler, after completing the 
required course in the common schools, at- 
tended Franklin & Marshall College, of Lan- 
caster, graduating therefrom in the class of 
1876. Immediately thereafter he began read- 
ing law under tfie tutelage of George F. 
Baer of Reading, and was admitted to the 
bar in 1878. He then opened a law office in 
the city of Reading, and soon acquired a 
large and lucrative practice, which is still his 
in a much augmented state. He is a man of 
great determination and shrewdness, and 
having once entered upon a case he works 
with might and main, and usually with good 
results. He is a dutiful citizen and a good 
neighbor, being held in high esteem by a 
large number of friends and fellow citizens. 

Mr. Schaeffer was united in marriage, 
November 11, 1880, with Katherine Grim, a 
daughter of Jonathan K. Grim, and three 
bright and interesting children blessed their 
union, namely : Forest G., Paul N., and 



Harry H. In politics, he is a stanch supporter 
of the principles of the Democratic party. 
Religiously, he is a member of the Reformed 
Church of Reading, of which he is an elder. 
The portrait of Mr. Schaefler, appearing on 
a preceding page, will be viewed with inter- 
est by his many friends and acquaintances. 



Ik Ik ing 



ILLIAM P. KEIM, the popular sec- 
retary and treasurer of the Read- 
" \^ Real Estate Company, and a 
man of considerable prominence in political 
circles, is a son of Jonathan and Margaret 
(Crossley) Keim, and was born at Harmony- 
ville, Chester County, Pa., November 11, 
1866. 

His paternal great-grandfather was Jacob 
Keim, a well known agriculturist of his time, 
who always lived on the old Keim homestead 
in Chester County. He was the progenitor 
of six children, one of whom was Samuel, 
the grandfather of our subject. Samuel 
Keim was born on the old homestead farm at 
Harmony ville, Chester County, where he 
was engaged in agricultural pursuits all of 
his life, in his political affiliations he was a 
stanch Republican, and took an active inter- 
est in local politics. Religiously, he was a 
faithful member of the German Baptist 
Church. He was the father of six chilclren, 
four sons and two daughters. He passed 
into the unknown beyond March 12, 1888, 
after living a long and useful life. 

Jonathan Keim was also born on the old 
homestead in Chester County, and was reared 
on the farm. He obtained a good common 
school education, and for twelve years after 
leaving school he was engaged in teaching 
during the winter and in farming during the 
summer months. Since then his attention 
has been devoted to agricultural duties main- 
ly, although he is a dealer in fertilizers. He 
is interested in educational matters, and for 
many years has been a member of the War- 
wick township school board, Chester Count}'. 
In political belief he is a stanch Republican ; 
religiously, he is a member of the German 
Baptist Church. He was united in marriage 
with Margaret Crossley, and they reared 
eight children, namely: William r., whose 
name appears at the head of these lines ; 
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Harvey, deceased ; Mary, deceased ; Sylva- 
nia P.: Lewis M.; Henry C; and Leonard 
and Lena, twins. 

William P. Keim took the required course 
in the common schools, after which he at- 
tended West Chester State Normal School 
for three terms. He then taught school dur- 
ing the winter and attended the Inter-State 
Commercial College, from which institution 
he graduated in 1886. He then taught school 
for two years, and in 1888 took up his resi- 
dence in Reading, where he was employed 
for three and a half years as stenographer 
and bookkeeper in the Mt. Penn Stove Works. 
He then worked for one year in the interest 
of the Penn Mutual Life Insurance Company. 
He has since taken an active interest in local 

[)olitics. and has held several offices of pub- 
ic trust. He was chairman of the Four- 
teenth Ward Republican organization for a 
.number of years, and for two years was a 
member of the school board in the Four- 
teenth Ward. He served as assistant city 
treasurer for three years, and was tax col- 
lector one year, the auties of which office he 
performed in a manner highly satisfactory to 
all concerned. At present he is acting as 
secretary and treasurer of the Reading Real 
Estate Company, and has proved that he is 
the right man in the right place. Mr. Keim 
was united in the bonds of matrimony June 
19, 1890, with Ella Kulp, a daughter of David 
H. Kulp, and they are rearing two children: 
Margaret E. ; and Dorothy May. 




ILHELM ROSENTHAL. On 

Saturday, May 27, in the year of 
1848, there appeared in the city of 
Philadelphia the first number of a new Ger- 
man paper. It was Die Freie Presse, printed 
and published by F. W. Thomas, No. 105 
Callowhill street. As editor for the new paper 
Mr. Thomas had secured quite a youthful 
man, who, being barely a year in Philadelphia, 
and not much longer in this country, had 
already attracted general attention amongf 
the German citizens of the city of Philadel- 
phia by his public appearances. The name 
of the first editor of Die Freie Presse was 
Wilhelm Rosenthal. 
The conception, which the young editor 



of twenty-four years, who is now known 
throughout the country as the publisher of 
the Reading Post and other publications, had 
of this position, and the ardor with which he 
went to work, the work which after fifty 
years he is still pursuing, is best illustrated 
by reproducing the first article of the first 
column in the first number of Die Freie Presse^ 
which had the caption : " What we aim at." 
The article contains the following : 

" We wish to assist in protecting against 
abuse, selfishness and destruction, the eter- 
nally true principles of Democracy, by ex- 
ercising the privileges of the free press. The 
principles enunciated by the great fathers of 
our glorious Republic, and laid down in the 
Constitution of the United States and the 
Declaration of Independence, we recognize 
as our own principles. Yes, we will try to 
do justice to the wants of our age by sup- 
porting all fair measures intended for the 
benefit of the people. We respect what is 
old and tried, and, on the other hand, we do 
not condemn all that is new. We would 
blend the two together. By adopting what 
is good in the new we would strengthen the 
old, and thus continue on the march in the 
unceasing development of life. We recog- 
nize universal happiness as the object and 
purpose of the entire human life. To assist 
in that direction, we will endeavor to labor 
for recognition of truth, for truth is the road 
to justice, and justice is the foundation of all 
happiness. We will discuss in a quiet and 
dispassionate manner the political questions. 
We will, free from all prejudice, uphold truth 
and justice, liberty and equality before the 
law, and when they are assailed or abused, 
we will, without regard to party affiliation, 
rise against such treason to the people. 
Where, however, true personal liberty has 
heretofore been merely a farce, we will try 
to make it a reality. But we maintain, that 
true personal liberty consists in securing for 
each individual the most perfect exercise of 
his own free will, as long as thereby the lib- 
erty of some other individual is not en- 
croached upon. And we maintain further, 
that true personal liberty consists in guaran- 
teeing to each individual an equal oppor- 
tunity for developing and exercising his 
natural facilities. So long as any human 
being is prevented from the development 
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and exercise of his faculties and capacities by 
exterior obstacles, while at the same time an- 
other human being without greater natural 
claims, but simply by removing such external 
obstacles is able' to reach the goal, so long 
true liberty and equality in life will not have 
been attained.** 

The Democratic principles are also clearly 
set forth in this number, and up to the pres- 
ent day Mr. Rosenthal has remained a true 
and unswerving follower of these principles. 
To these idealistic principles, which the 
young editor proclaimed, he has remained 
true to the present day. These principles 
he has ever upheld and defended in the news- 
papers with which he became later connected 
as editor, and he made them the platform of 
his own publication. Mr. Rosenthal did not 
enter the journalistic profession entirely from 
choice, but drifted into it by force of circum- 
stances. However, in his old home he had 
gone through an excellent preliminary train- 
ing for such a calling. Having in his native 
town, Nordhausen, Prussia, graduated from 
the gymnasium at the age of seventeen y^ars, 
he entered, well equipped with a store 6( 
knowledge and learning, the publishing house^ 
of Dr. Philipp Phoebus in Nordhausen, wher^ 
there was a splendid opportunity for obtain- 
ing further knowledge and self-education, of 
which Mr. Rosenthal took the fullest advan- 
tage. In the year 1847, Mr. Rosenthal came 
to America: he landed at New York on May 
14 of that year. For some time he was em- 
ployed in a New York publishing house, but 
soon thereafter removed to Philadelphia, 
where, as already stated, he entered the 
journalistic career on May 27, 1848, by ac- 
cepting the editorship 01 Die Freie Presse, 
Mr. Rosenthal remained in this position for 
seven years, when, in the year 1856, he 
founded the German weekly publication, 
Wochenblatt, which later on was consolidated 
with the Neiie Welt, of which paper Mr. 
Rosenthal was also editor ; at the same time 
he was a member of the editorial staff of the 
Philadelphia Democrat, 

In the year i860 Mr. Rosenthal came to 
Reading, and ever since he has been closely 
connected with the political, public, social and 
business life of the city. In i860 Mr. Rosen- 
thal had accepted the editorship of the 
Reading Adler, and a new, healthy life was 



soon perceptible in the columns ot this oldest 
German paper of the county. The prin- 
ciples proclaimed by Mr. Rosenthal in his 
first editorial in Die Freie Presse were most 
ably and powerfully defended in the columns 
of the Adler, during the dark days of the 
Rebellion. Mr. Rosenthal had already in 
Philadelphia made a name for himself as a 
public speaker, and his services as such were 
soon sought out in his new home in Reading. 
In every .town and hamlet of this county 
Mr. Rosenthal's voice has been raised in the 
interest of his party. In the year 1864 he 
was selected as a delegate from Berks County 
to the National Convention at Chicago, 111., 
which nominated General McClellan for 
President. Mr. Rosenthal then stumped the 
Eastern States in the interest of the Demo- 
cratic Presidential candidate. In the fall of 
1864, having retired from the editorship of the 
Adler, he began the publication of the Banner 
Von Berks, a weekly publication, which soon 
gained a strong foothold in Reading and 
Berks. County, and is still in existence as a 
^ weeklr edition of the Reading Post, 

In the year 1867 Mr. Rosenthal published 
the first number of a Sunday paper, Die Biene 
{The Bee), During thirty years Die Biene 
has been very busy collecting entertaining 
and instructive reading matter for its numer- 
ous subscribers, and lor nearly three years 
past Die Biene has appeared as an illustrated 
Sunday paper of sixteen pages. Die Reading 
Post, one 01 the few German daily papers of 
inland towns of the country, was launched by 
Mr. Rosenthal in 1868. It was first published 
as a morning paper, but was soon changed 
to an afternoon paper. For thirty years Die 
Reading Post has now appeared as a daily 
paper in this city, and for many years past 
the following announcement has appeared at 
the head of its first column : " The Reading 
Post is the oldest German daily paper in the 
State of Pennsylvania outside of Philadel- 
phia and Pittsburg. Its circulation extends 
to all classes of the German population, 
by whom it is regarded as the acknowl- 
edged public medium of communication.*' 
Mr. Rosenthal has been a member of the 
German Order oi Harugari since i860, and 
of all the members thereof he has received 
the greatest distinction. He has been 
entrusted for years with the highest offices 
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in this order, and on all important ques- 
tions his opinion and advice has always 
been and is still sought. When, in 1869, in 
the convention at Louisville, Ky., the two 
factions of the order were re-united, Mr. 
Rosenthal was requested and authorized to 
start a publication as the official organ of the 
Order of Harugari, and the result was Die 
Deutsche Eiche, an eight page weekly, the 
organ of the Order, which is published from 
the office of the Die Reading Post, and edited 
personally by Mr. Rosenthal. 

Notwithstanding the vast and responsible 
work entailed by the publication of four 
papers, Mr. Rosenthal always had some time 
to spare for the general interest of the com- 
munity and public life, and it may safely be 
said that few men of this town have given 
more of their time to the public welfare and 
the furthering of the interests of the city of 
Reading. In spite of all the labors and 
responsibilities which have rested upon his 
shoulders, Mr. Rosenthal, at the age of nearly 
seventy-five years, is to-day still in the enjoy- 
ment of full physical and mental vigor. His 
editorials, his speeches and his intellect are 
as youthful ana powerful as fifty years ago. 

The fiftieth anniversary of Mr. Rosenthal's 
entrance on the journalistic career was cele- 
brated on the evening of May 28, 1898, by a 
complimentary dinner, arranged in honor of 
the occasion by Mr. RosenthaFs friends and 
admirers. Among those in attendance were 
the Judges of the Berks County Courts, the 
Mayor and heads of the city departments, 
ex-mayors, and business and professional men 
of the city. The occasion developed itself 
into such a spontaneous, enthusiastic out- 
burst of kind fueling and recognition of the 
services of Mr. Rosenthal as has seldom been 
witnessed on similar occasions. 



T^HARLES THOMAS NOLAN of 
I Cy Reading is a talented musician of 
V% note throughout this section of the 

^^ -^ state. From his earliest years he 
displayed a fondness for music, ana his pa- 
rents gave him all the advantages that money 
could buy to cultivate his taste. He first 
obtained a good education in the public 



schools of Reading, and at Mt. St. Mary's 
College at Emmettsburg, Maryland, where 
he was prepared for Manhattan College. In 
the latter institution he finished his educa- 
tion, and then turned his attention to devel- 
oping his latent talents in the musical line. 
He went abroad and studied in the leading 
conservatories of France, Germany and Bel- 
gium. He was remarkably ambitious and per- 
sistent in his work, and, by excluding all else 
but music from his life, he attained the highest 
excellence, and upon returning to Reading 
caused a stir in the musical world. Realiz- 
ing that the cit^ of Reading, with a popula- 
tion of 90,000 inhabitants, should be able to 
support an orchestra, which would rank 
among the foreitiost in the land, he took it 
upon himself, in 1898, to organize one, 
which would comprise some of the leading 
musicians of New York City, Philadelphia, 
and the state of Pennsylvania. Having a 
thorough knowledge of the requirements of 
an organization of the kind, it is his intention 
of drilling it thoroughly until it reaches the 
highest degree of excellence and to then 
give a number of concerts every year. He 
has set himself about the task with such zeal 
and ardor as to impart the spirit to others, 
and he now has the favor and support of the 
leading citizens of Reading, to whose name 
he confidently expects to add luster and fame 
by the organization of one of the greatest 
musical bodies the city has ever known. 
He is a member of the United States Musi- 
cal Union and the Philadelphia Manner 
Choir. 

Mr. Nolan is a son of Thomas B. and 
Helen (Jackson) Nolan, and was born No- 
vember 10, 1877, in the city of Reading. 
Thomas Nolan, the lather of our subject, was 
born in Queens County, Ireland, July 4, 1843, 
and when but a lad of twelve years emigrated 
to America, locating in Reading, Pa., where 
he grew to manhood. Early he engaged in 
railroad contracting, at which he continued 
throughout life with the greatest of success. 
He was a man of great industry and accu- 
mulated a handsome competency wholly 
through his individual efforts. On Novem- 
ber 30, 1892, he quietly passed to his final 
rest. As a result of his union with Helen 
Jackson, a woman greatly loved for her 
many estimable traits of character, he had 



Digitized by 



Google 



86 



BOOK OF BIOGRAPHIES 



one son, Charles Thomas, in whom the in- 
terest of this sketch centers. 

Charles Thomas Nolan is a man of genial 
and good natured disposition, and has made 
friends rapidly wherever he has been. He is 
a man of scholarly attainments, a pleasing 
conversationalist, and is well versed on all 
subjects of current interest to the people. 
On a page in proximity to this appears a 
portrait of our subject, who is fully entitled 
to such representation, because oi his posi- 
tion in the musical world of Reading. 



LPRANK a. TYSON, who is a very pop- 
Rj ular and enterprising citizen of the 
J- ^ city of Reading, is president of the 
board of water commissioners and is also 
superintendent of the machinery department 
of the Philadelphia & Reading R. R. shops 
at Reading. He is a son of John J. and M. 
Alice (Eichorn) Tyson, and was born March 
19, 1859, ^^ ^^^^ ci^y- 

His grandfather was John W. Tyson, who 
was born in the city of Philadelphia in 1801/ 
but at an early day located in Reading, 
where he followed the trade of a tanner ifor 
some time, but during his later days was em- 
ployed as a gauger. He was a man who 
took an active part in political affairs and 
was a firm supporter of the Democratic 
party. He served in an official capacity as 
recorder of the county. Religiously, he was 
a member of the Universalist Church. He 
married Mary Fasick, and they reared a 
large family of children, one of whom was 
John J., the father of our subject. 

John J. Tyson was born in Reading. Au- 
gust 21, 1830, and at an early age followed 
the trade of a painter, serving an apprentice- 
ship of three years. He worked under 
Samuel Hollenbeck, one of the leading 
painters of Reading at that time, and acted 
as his foreman. He was later employed by 
Tobias Barto as a bookkeeper in his whole- 
sale liquor establishment. He was a man of 
exceptional business capacity and was quite 
successful in acquiring a competency and in 
providing for his family. Religiously, he 
was a member of the Universalist Church. 
He formed a matrimonial alliance with M. 
Alice Eichorn, who was born October 3, 



1836, in Reading, a daughter of John Eichorn 
of Reading. This happy union was blessed 
by the birth of three daughters and two sons, 
namely : Emma, deceased, who was the wife 
of David S. Boones of Denver, Colorado; 
Ella, the wife of J. Wesley Cleaver of Read- 
ing ; Clara, the wife of George W. Riggs of 
Philadelphia ; Frank A., the subject of this 
biographical sketch ; and George, who is 
assistant superintendent of the Reading 
Hardware Works. 

Frank A. Tyson, after taking the pre- 
scribed course in the public schools of Read- 
ing, became an apprentice to the painter's 
trade in the employ of the Philadelphia & 
Reading R. R., continuing as such for three 
years. But finding this occupation unsuited 
to him, he served an apprenticeship to the 
trade of a machinist in the same company, 
after which he resigned and accepted a posi- 
tion with Douglas & Connord, in their ma- 
chine and brass works. He remained with 
them for one year, when he again returned to 
the Philadelphia & Reading 1<. R., and after 
the institution of the tool room system he 
was placed in charge of it. After continuing 
in that line of work for five years, he became 
assistant to H. C. Schrader, who was then in 
charge of the machinery department, and, 
after the latter^s death, succeeded him to 
that position, which he has since held. He 
has performed his duties faithfully and con- 
scientiously, and has gained the respect of 
his employers and the good will of tne men 
under his direction. 

Politically, he is a Democrat and has been 
actively interested in the welfare of that 
party. In 1887 he was elected to the city 
council from the Second Ward, and upon the 
expiration of that term was re-elected. In 
1 89 1 he was appointed to the board of water 
commissioners to fill the unexpired term of 
Jacob Holl, whose death occurred in 1893, 
and at the subsequent election was elected 
for the full four years* term, and was re- 
elected in 1897, when he was also honored by 
the presidency of the board. Socially, Mr. 
Tyson is quite prominent and belongs to 
many lodges ana secret fraternities, includ- 
ing the following: Washington Camp, No. 
61, P. O. S, of A., of which he became a 
member at the age of eighteen years, and 
was later made president of the organization ; 
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Lexington Commandery, No. 2, P. O. S. of A.; 
Samaritan Lodge, No. 32, Ancient Order 
Good-fellows; Vigilance Lodge, No. 194, I. 
O. O. F.; St. John's Lodge, No. 435, F. & A. 
M., of which he is past master ; Excelsior 
Chapter, No. 237, R. A. M.; Reading Com- 
mandery, No. 42, Knight Templars; and 
Rajah Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S. He joined 
Liberty Fire Company in 1881, of which he 
has since been a member, and has served as 
president for many years. He has also been 
president of the Liberty Fire Company 
Relief Association since its organization in 
1890. Although Mr. Tyson has been a very 
busy man, he has given due attention to the 
cultivation of his finer tastes, and has spent 
much time in travel. He has visiteci all 
parts of this country, from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific, as far south as the Gulf and north 
to the Canadian Line. 



fHOMAS C. ZIMMERMAN. This 
Book of Biographies of Berks County 
would be decidedly incomplete were 
not full and complete mention made of the 
gentleman whose name heads this sketch, 
and who is known over the county as the 
talented editor of The Reading Times. He is 
an enterprising and aggressive newspaper 
man, a clear-headed thinker, and an able and 
versatile writer. His best works, by which 
he has achieved distinction as a literary 
genius, have been* his translations of German 
poetical masterpieces into English, and his 
renderings of English poems mto the Penn- 
sylvania German vernacular. In these two 
fields of work he is acknowledged b}^ the 
best authorities to be without an equal. He 
is a poet by natural instinct, self-training 
being the means by which he has developed 
his native powers of expression. In present- 
ing, through the columns of The Reading 
Times, his translations of English poems into 
Pennsylvania German, he has proved himself 
entitled to the highest regard of the class of 
worthy citizens of the Keystone State allied 
with him by race, in whose interests he has 
ever been an earnest and indefatigable 
worker. 

The only school education Mr. Zimmer- 
man ever enjoyed was the public school 

5* 



training he received during the years of his 
boyhood in Lebanon, Pa., where his birth 
occurred, January 23, 1838. He, thus, never 
had the advantages of a classical education, 
and therefore all the more credit is due him 
for making such splendid use of his talents 
and opportunities. When thirteen years of 
age he was apprenticed to the printing trade, 
in the newspaper establishment of the Lebanon 
Courier, Upon the completion of his term of 
service he went to Philadelphia, and worked 
on the Philadelphia Inquirer a short time, 
until January 8, 1856, when he entered the 
office of the Berks and Schuylkill Journal, in 
Reading, as a journeyman printer. In 1859 
Mr. Zimmerman removed to Columbia, S. C., 
where he worked on the state laws, in the 
printing establishment of Dr. Robert Gibbs, 
who afterwards became surgeon-general of 
the Confederate Army. In March, i860, our 
subject returned to Reading, as the Anti- 
Northern sentiment had become so intense 
and virulent in South Carolina, the hot-bed 
of Secession, that his life was endangered, 
though he never openly opposed the course 
of the Secessionists while in that section. 
Upon his return to Reading, he once more 
entered the employ of the Berks and Schuyl- 
kill Journal, tinder its proprietor, Jacob 
Knabb, who became postmaster of Reading, 
in May, i860, he acted as chief clerk until the 
close of his superior's term of office, in July, 
1865. During this period Mr. Zimmerman 
contributed some striking articles on postal 
reform to the United States Mail and other 
journals, which called out a correspondence 
with the then Postmaster-General, Mr. Den- 
nison, and some of the suggestions solicited 
were incorporated into that official's report. 
When he finished his connection with the 
postoffice he resumed his work in the 
y^«r/W office, and in January, 1866, became 
co-proprietor and associate editor of the 
paper. Up to the year 1869 the firm bore 
the name of J. Knabb <S: Co.; in that year 
they also became the proprietors of the Daily 
Times^ which, in 1871, was consolidated with 
the Evening Dispatch^ under the title of the 
Tunes & Dispatch, The Reading Times Pub 
lishing Company was organized in 1897, with 
Mr. Zimmerman as president and editor. 
This paper is one of the foremost journals in 
the state, and exerts the strongest kind of 
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influence upon the moral and material devel- 
opment of its city, standing in high esteem 
with the political leaders in the state and 
at Washington. 

Mr. Zimmerman was happy in the choice of 
his vocation and his home. He is a great 
lover of nature, and evidently believes, with 
a distinguished writer and fellow-pedestrian, 
that " the shining angels second and accom- 
pany the man who goes afoot, while all the 
dark spirits are ever looking out for a chance 
to ride." It has been his habit for nearly 
thirty years to take daily walks into the 
country, accompanied often only by his fa- 
vorite clog, returning after a long excursion 
to his editorial desk by noon. Nothing has 
turned him aside from the calling for which 
he was so eminently fitted. He has had 
many flattering offers to engage in other 
fields of work, but in all cases these have 
been declined. In his early manhood he had 
arranged to enter the law office of Hon. 
William Strong, and was also importuned to 
study for the ministry ; his manifest destiny, 
however, has made and kept him a journalist 
and writer of no mean ability. A brother 
editor comments on the journalistic abilities 
of Mr. Zimmerman in this language : " Mr. 
Zimmerman is a writer of force and ability. 
His writings are pure, easy and graceful. 
He is witty and humorous when occasion de- 
mands. In controversy he is gentlemanly at 
all times, and in argument lie is fair and 
generous to his opponents. He has a gen- 
uine taste for literature, poetry and the fine 
arts, as many of his articles attest. He is 
one of the ablest writers in the old common- 
wealth. Man^ of his articles show alike the 
eye of the artist, and the hand of the litter a- 
teury One of these productions, that was 
most widely published and copied, was a 
sketch of his visit to the Luray Caverns in 
Virginia; the merits of this inspiration of the 
moment were seen by the Hotel and Cave 
Company, who caused to be published up- 
wards of sixty thousand copies in illustrated 
pamphlet form for general circulation. The 
newspapers of Richmond, Va., copied this 
article, and the favor it met with called out 
the request that Mr. Zimmerman also write 
up the undeveloped resources of Alabama. 

Our subject was united in marriage with 
Tamsie T. Kauffman of Reading, on June 1 1, 



1867. Several years previous, in 1863, he 
enlisted in Co. C, 42nd Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf., 
but that company did not see active service. 
He was one of the founders of the Pennsyl- 
vania German Society, as well as of the His- 
torical Society of Berks County. Mr. Zim- 
merman has delivered quite a large number 
of addresses on public occasions. He has 
been selected a half dozen times or more to 
speak before the Pennsylvania German Soci- 
ety ; once in the court-house at Lancaster, 
where the Society was organized ; once in 
the court house at York, in response to the 
address of welcome, and in the evening of 
the same day at the banquet in the same 
city ; once at Lebanon : and once at Harris- 
burg, besides numerous occasions in Reading. 
He was subsequently selected by the Society 
as its special representative before the Chau- 
tauqua Assembly at Mt. Gretna, at which 
time he was elected one of the vice-presi- 
dents of the body in honor of the occasion. 
Twice his name was presented for the presi- 
dency of the Pennsylvania German Society, 
an honor that he firmly and respectfully de- 
clined. He has frequently been mentioned 
as an available candidate for mayor of Read- 
ing, and once his name was presented for the 
congressional nomination from the Berks 
Legislative district, both of which honors he 
declined. He is a well known figure in 
Reading, and has a host of devoted friends, 
who were won by his lotty, manly spirit, uni- 
versal friendship of heart, and strong sense 
of right and duty; he is in particular favor 
with the Germans, in whose behalf he has 
written and spoken much. 

Very early in life Mr. Zimmerman began 
to read poetry for the intellectual pleasure 
and profit which its elevated diction afforded 
him, and at the age of eighteen he had 
already made considerable progress in a pre- 
determined systematic perusal of the whole 
line of English poets, or of as many of them 
as lay within his reach. The instinct of the 
translator asserted itself in marvelous matu- 
rity, when he began to make this one of the 
trominent features of The Reading Times, 
lundreds of these matchless translations 
from the German classics into English ap- 
peared from time to time, the Saturday issue 
of the paper invariably containing a transla- 
tion into English of some German poem, the 
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original and translation appearing close to- 
gether in parallel columns : in recognition 
of their merit he has been made the recipient 
of many presents, from friends at home and 
abroad. Worthy of mention among these 
are 75 volumes of German poetry from an 
admirer, residing in Berlin, Germany ; his 
collection of tobacco pipes from Germany, 
England, Ireland, France, Denmark, Finland 
and Holland is palpable evidence of the 
widespread influence his work has had upon 
readers. Mr. Zimmerman has shown re- 
markable aptitude and poetic skill in all his 
translations, preserving with remarkable fidel- 
ity the exact measure of the original poems, 
and the rhythmical beat of each syllable with 
remarkable fidelity. 

Some very origmal work has been done by 
Mr. Zimmerman in his translations of English 
classics into Pennsylvania German, that curi- 
ous mixture ol German dialects and English 
words, which continues to be the chief 
spoken language of over half of the inhabi- 
tants of Berks County. His first attempt, 
Clement C. Moore's ** Twas the Night before 
Christmas,'* caught the fancy of the press at 
once, and its favorable mention brought him 
congratulatory letters from such men as 
Prof. Haldeman, the eminent philologist of 
the University of Pennsylvania ; Hon. Simon 
Cameron ; Gen. Hartranft ; P. F. Rothermel, 
painter of the " Battle of Gettysburg ;" Prof. 
Porter of Lafayette College ; Prof. Home of 
Muhlenberg College and other men of prom- 
inence in the literary world. Poems of Tom 
Hood, Oliver Goldsmith, Heine, Longfellow 
followed, and were received with hearty in- 
terest by the German people. 

** Luther's Battle Hymn," a translation 
from the German into English, was a wonder- 
ful inspiration, and fairly ran up and down 
the country, as soon as it was given to the 
public through 1 he Reading Times, In five 
weeks it brought eighteen columns of letters 
to the paper that published it, from eminent 
divines, professors, publicists, poets, histo- 
rians ana others in the higher walks of 
society. Notwithstanding there are some 
seventy or eighty translations of this mag- 
nificent poem, Mr. Zimmerman's effort has 
been characterized by Rev. Dr. Pick, the 
publisher of these translations, as " the new- 
est and best that has been made." The new 



version was specially favored by being sung 
with enlarged choirs in different denomina- 
tions of town and city,, and sermons here and 
there were delivered on the translation. 

Our subject's translation of Schiller's ** The 
Song of the Bell " met with even more favor 
from the public; no less than twenty columns 
of newspaper matter made up of letters 
from all over the world came to the transla- 
tor, and though ten years have elapsed since 
its first appearance, Mr. Zimmerman receives 
continued inquiries for the translation from 
far and near. The Philadelphia Ledger says : 
*' Mr. Zimmerman's translations have been 
highl}' commended by literary authorities at 
home and abroad. He has shown a special 
gift for making his English readers familiar 
with the spirit of the best German poets. 
Even those who are well at home in German 
will find a special interest in comparing the 
translation with the original, for he is sure to 
find that Mr. Zimmerman has not only seized 
the meaning of the author, but he has so put 
it into an English clothing as to show that 
the real bone and sinew of the original still 
live in its new dress." Hon. Andrew D. 
White, now U. S. Minister to Germany, in a 
letter to Mr. Zimmerman about his transla- 
tions w^rites : ** They have greatly interested 
me, as you seem to have caught their spirit 
and rendered them admirably. I am not 
sufficiently strong in literary criticism to 
compare them with other translations, but 
they seem to me thoroughly well done. I 
have also been especially interested in your 
translations into Pennsylvania German of 
some of the poems. Although not a philolo- 
gist, the reading of them has also greatly 
interested me, and they, too, seem very 
spirited and in all respects interesting." Prof. 
Max. D. Larned, of the Department of Phil- 
osophy, University of Pennsylvania, says: 
"A masterful hand is visible in all the trans- 
lations. * ^ * * It is perhaps safe to say 
that Schiller's 'Song of the Bell' is the 
most difficult lyrical poem in the German 
language to render into English with the 
corresponding meters. Your version seems 
to me to excel all other English translations 
of the poem, both in spirit and in rhythm. 
Especially striking in point of movement is 
your happy use ot the English participle in 
reproducing Schiller's feminine rhymes. 
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Your version, however, while closely adher- 
ing to the form of the original, maintains at 
the same time dignity and clearness of 
expression, which translators often sacrifice 
to meet the demands of rhythm. Your poetic 
instinct has furnished you the key to this 
masterpiece of German song." The New 
York IVor/d s2Lys: **Mr. Zimmerman's rend- 
ering (Schiller's * Song of the Bell ') is a 
triumph of the translator's art, and recalls 
the work of Bayard Taylor." The N^ew 
York Herald says: "Mr. Zimmerman has 
placed his name in the category of famous 
litterateurs by a very creditable translation of 
Schiller's * Song of the Bell.' " 

The following ably written criticism is 
from the pen of J. B. Ker, who, while a resi- 
dent of Scotland, once stood for parliament: 
**To Col. T. C. Zimmerman — Sir: Having 
read and studied your noble translation of 
Schiller's * Song of the Bell,' I have been 
forcibly impressed by the music of the 
language into which you have rendered the 
poem. This is a merit of capital importance 
in the translation of this poem. In estimat- 
ing the value of translations of the great 
German poems, it is necessary to bear in 
mind the weight which the literary and 
critical consciousness of Germany attached 
to the ancient classical canons of poetry. 
There is no question here as to whetner the 
ancients were right. The point for us is that 
their influence was loyally acknowledged as 
of high authority during the Augustan age 
of German literature. Proof of this can be 
found in Goethe as distinctly as it super- 
abundantly appears in Lessing's famous 
** Dramatic Notes," where the poetic dicta of 
Aristotle are treated with profound respect. 
In the study of Aristotle's work on the 
Poetic, nothing is perhaps more striking than 
his dictum that poetry is imitation, with the 
explanation or enlargement so aptly given 
by Pope in the words : 

*' 'Tis not enough no harshness gives offence, 

The sound must seem an echo to the sense 

Soft is the strain when zephyr gently blows, 

And the smooth stream in smoother numbers flows ; 

But when loud surges lash the sounding shore, 

The hoarse, rough waves should like the torrent roar 

When Ajax strives some rocks vast weight to throw, 

The line, too, labors, and the words move slow, 

Not so when swift Camilla scours the main, 

Flies o'er the unbending corn, orskims along the plain." 



Now knowing the German recognition of 
the law and acknowledging its realization in 
the works of the leading Teutonic poets, one 
of the crucial tests of a translation of a great 
German poem is. Does the language into 
which the original is rendered form an ''echo 
to the sense?'' It seems to me that one of 
the strongest points in your translation of 
the ** Bell " is that the words which you have 
selected and gathered have sounds, which, 
like the music of a skillful musical composer, 
convey a signification independently of their 
literal meaning. Not to protract these re- 
marks unduly, few words could more appro- 
priately refer to the music of strong and dis- 
tant bells than your rendering — 

*' That from the metal's unmixed founding 
Clear and full may the bell be sounding." 

Very slight poetic capacity must admit the 
music of these words as eminently happy 
in the " Song of the Bell." The ecfio to the 
sense is also striking in the sound ol the 
word-symbols in many places throughout the 
rendering where the poet describes the oc- 
currences conceived in connection with the 
bell's imagined history. Speaking of the 
visions of love 

* * 0, that they would be never-enditii^^ 

These vernal days with love light blendini^ ; " 

the way in which the penult of the word 
''ending'' conveys the idea of finality, while 
the affix of the present participle yet pro- 
longs the word as though loath to let it de- 
part, is a beautiful and enviable realization of 
the Aristotelian rule, a prolongation of the 
words which expresses doubly a prolong- 
ation of desire. The four lines reading: 

''Blind raging, like the thunder's crashing. 
It bursts its fractured bed of earth. 
As if from out hell's jaws fierce flashing. 
It spewed its flaming ruin forth," 

have a vehement strength and a rough and 
even a painful and horrid sound which apply 
with singular propriety to the horrible im- 
ages by which the poet presents the catas- 
trophe to our quickened apprehensions. 
The beautiful lines : 

•* Joy to me now God hath given," &c., 

in which the bell founder exults, avoiding, as 
they do, the deeper vowel sounds and pre- 
serving as it were a series of high musical 
notes save where the gift descends from 
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Heaven to earth, when the vowel sounds fall 
from high to low, form a delightful resonance 
of the happy sentiment they embody. The 
general experience of translations is that 
they are more prosy than sonorous or musi- 
cal. Few, however, if any, will deny the 
melody of your language in many places and 
its remarkable appropriateness in others, and 
those who have worked on similar transla- 
tions can best judge how great is the success 
you have accomplished in this valuable con- 
tribution to Anglo-Saxon literature." 

We present to our readers a few short 
selections from our subject's translation of 
** The Song of the Bell." 

Firmly walled in earth, and steady. 
Stands the mold of well burnt clay. 
Quick, now, workmen, be ye ready ! 
Forth must come the bell to-day ! 
Hot from forehead's glow 
Must the sweat-drops flow. 
Should the master praise be given ; 
Yet the blessing comes from Heaven. 

The work prepared with so much ardor 
May well an earnest word become ; 
When good discourse attends the labor, 
Then flows employment briskly on. 
Observe with care, then, what arises — 
See what from feeble strength escapes ; 
The man so poor, each one despises. 
Who ne'er foresees the form he shapes. 
'Tis this that man so well adorneth, 
For mind hath he to understand 
That in his inner heart he feeleth 
Whate'er he fashions with his hand. 

O sweetest hope ! O tender longing I 
The earliest love's first golden time ! 
The eye, it sees the heavens thronging 
With rapt'rous sights and scenes sublime : 
O that they would be never-ending. 
These vernal days with lovelight blending 

Through the streets, with fury flaring, 
Stalks the fire with fiendish glaring. 
Rushing as if the whirlwind sharing ! 
Like the blast from furnace flashing 
Glows the air, and beams are crashing. 
Pillars tumbling, windows creaking. 
Mothers wandering, children shrieking, 
Beasts are moaning. 
Running, groaning, 
'Neath the ruins ; all are frightened, 
Bright as day the night enlightened. 

From the steeple 

Sad and strong. 

Th' bell is tolling 

A fun'ral song. 

Sad and slow its mournful strokes attending 

Some poor wand'rer tow'rds his last home wending. 



Ah ! the wife it is, the dear one ; 

Ah ! it is the faithful mother.' 

Whom the Prince of Shades, unheeding, 

From the husband's arms is leading, 

From the group of children there. 

Whom she blooming to him bare ; 

On whose breast saw, maid and boy, 

Growing with maternal joy. 

Ah ! the household ties so tender 

Sundered are forevermore ; 

Gone into the realm of shadows 

She who ruled this household o'er. 

Now her faithful reign is ended. 

She will need to watch no more ; 

In the orphaned place there ruleih 

A stranger, loveless evermore. 

And this henceforth its calling be. 

Whereto the master set it free ! 

High o'er this nether world of ours, 

Shall it, in heaven's azure tent. 

Dwell where the pealing thunder lowers, 

And border on the firmament. 

It shall, too, be a voice from heaven, 

Like yonder starry hosts, so clear, 

Who in their course extol their Maker, 

And onward lead the wreath-crowned year. 

To earnest things and things eternal, 

Devoted be its metal tongue, 

And, hourly. Time, with swift-winged pinions. 

Will touch it as it flieth on. 

Its tongue to dest'ny 'twill be lending ; 

No heart itself, from pity free 

Its swinging ever be attending 

Life's changeful play, whate'er it be. 

And as the sound is slowly dying 

That strikes with such o'erpow'ring might, , 

So may it teach that naught abideth. 

That all things earthly take their flight. 

Following is Reading's Official Sesqui- 
Centennial Hymn, as written by Thomas C. 
Zimmerman, and sung on Tuesday evening, 
June 6, 1898, by a chorus of 600 voices, to an 
audience of 20,000 people, assembled on 
Penn's Common : 

All hail to Reading's name and fame ! 

And let the welkin ring 
With song and shout and roundelay, 

As we together sing. 
And may our songs, with glad acclaim, 

To heav'n, like incense, rise, 
While glowing hearts in tones proclaim 

Her glory to the skies. 

'Tis sev'n score years ago and ten 

Since this fair town was born ; 
Its sweet young life must have exhaled 

A breath like rosy morn. 
So let us sing till yonder hills 

Send back the joyous song ; 
Till echoing dales and rippling rills 

The gladsome sound prolong. 

Let others tread life's stately halls, 

Where princely pleasures flow ; 
Give us our homes, like jewels set 

In evening's sunset glow. 
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And may our hearts, in swelling pride, 

Forget not those of old — 
The men of Reading's pristine days — 

Whose hearts have long grown cold. 

Let all, therefore, with mingled voice, 

Repeat the glad refrain ; 
Let civic pride, in flowing tide, 

Rejoice with might and main. 
And God. the Father of us all, 

With His protecting care, 
Will bless us while we praise in song 

Our city, bright and fair. 

We present, on a preceding page, a por- 
trait of our distinguished subject, whose 
name is well known in literary circles of the 
country. 




,ROF. O. H. UNGER. A gentleman 
of superior natural talents and one 
\[C) who nas studied music under some 
of the greatest masters of America, 
Prof. Unger stands without a peer in Berks 
County as an instructor of music. Since 
coming to Reading in iS/r, he has been the 
leading spirit in the musical world and has 
organized and acted as leader of a number of 
bands in the city, which have become famous 
throughout the state. He is also a composer 
of note, and altogether has written some 184 
pieces, including band marches, church 
music, and patriotic compositions. He is a 
son of William and Elizabeth (Harper) lin- 
ger, and was born in Shoemakersville, Berks 
County, October 17, 1849. 

William Unger the father of our subject, 
was born in the vicinity of Shoemakersville, 
and early in life learned the trade of a car- 

f)enter, which he followed in connection with 
arming all ot his life. He was called to his 
eternal rest when our subject was but thir- 
teen years of age. His companion in the 
pathways of life was Elizabeth Harper, by 
whom he had twelve children, nine sons and 
three daughters, who were as follows: Wil- 
liam A., who was organist of the Blue Moun- 
tain Church, is a stonecutter by trade and 
lives in the city of Reading; Amos is a fresco 
painter by trade and resides in Lebanon 
County ; Oliver, who lives at Freidensburg, 
Schuylkill County, was organist of a church 
for many years; Solomon died at an early 
age ; Masita also died young ; Simon, who 



resides in Foglesville, Lehigh County, is a 
painter by traae ; Sarah, the relict of Nathan 
roff, is now a resident of reading ; Caroline 
is the widow of Michael Seidel and is also a 
resident of Reading ; Phanas is a farmer liv- 
ing near Pine Grove, Schuylkill Countv' ; 
Monroe, who was in Co. B., 78th Reg., ra. 
Vol. Inf., during the Civil War, died while in 
the service ; and Prof. O. H., the subject of 
this sketch. Mrs. Unger attained an ad- 
vanced old age before succumbing to the 
inevitable in 1893. 

Prof. O. H. Unger, after attending the 
common schools for some time, took a course 
in the Keystone State Normal School of 
Kutztown. He began the study of music at 
the age of seven years under the tutelage of 
his older brothers and later under various 
other teachers of local fame in that vicinity, 
among whom was Mrs. Phillips, one of the 
first organists of the county, and Mrs. Grim, 
who was a graduate of the Dresden Musical 
Conservatory. By the time he was sixteen 
years of age he had attracted considerable 
attention in musical circles, and at that re- 
markably young age made music a source of 
earning a competency as well as a pleasure 
by teaching brass bands and giving lessons in 
voice culture. He drilled a large number of 
bands in Mahanoy City and Allentown during 
the succeeding sixteen years, after which he 
decided to perfect his Knowledge of music. 
As a means to this end he went to Boston, 
where he took lessons in harmony and piano 
teaching under Prof. Hoover, a graduate of 
a well known conservatory of Germany. 
He also took a course of study under Prof. 
Shultz of Boston, who was at that time un- 
surpassed in America as a violinist. Prof. 
Unger has also studied under several other 
prominent instructors. After completing his 
studies, he returned to Allentown and taught 
until 1 87 1, when he moved to Reading and 
opened a store, in which he sold musical in- 
struments of all kinds. He has a good 
knowledge as to the quality and tone of an 
instrument, and as he is known far and wide 
in this section as a man of his word, he is 
often called upon for advice. He is honest 
and trustworthy in every respect, and well 
merits the large patronage which he re- 
ceives. During his residence here, he has 
been organist in different churches, and his 
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services have been in great demand, but in 
1898 he resigned from such duties and gives 
his attention to his store. He has also been 
engaged in teaching, and has pupils from all 
over the county, many of whom give promise 
of future fame under his skillful instruction. 
He organized the celebrated Liberty Band 
of Reading; was a member of Brown's 
Band, a noted organization of Boston; played 
with the Ringgold Band of Reading ; and is 
now the teacher of the Athletic Band of this 
city. Prof. Unger also completed a musical 
term of two years on the violoncello under 
Theodore Kolb. 

Prof. Unger formed a matrimonial alliance 
with Lizzie Miller, a daughter of William S. 
Miller, and they are the proud parents of one 
son, S. W. Unger, who is associated in busi- 
ness with his father, being also a musician 
and teacher, as well as an organist and choir 
trainer. 



SEVI B. PAXSON. The Philadelphia 
& Reading R. R. has been for many 
years past more closely identified 
■^^ with tne industrial progress and 
prosperity of the city of Reading, than any 
other enterprise in it. A man who has been 
prominently connected with the road in 
Reading is the gentleman whose name heads 
this sketch, and whose position since 1871 has 
been that of superintendent ot motive power 
and rolling equipment. Such a man is cer- 
tainly entitled to a prominent place in such a 
work as this. Mr. Paxson is a very modest 
gentleman, and it was only after considerable 
difficulty that we were enabled to obtain the 
following meager facts concerning his career. 
The subject of these lines was born in 
Chester County, Pa.. March 22, 1827. On 
his parental side he traces his ancestry to an 
English Quaker origin, whilst on the mater- 
nal side of the family, he is of German lineage. 
The family was founded in Chester County 
shortly before the War ol the Revolution by 
his grandfather, Joseph Paxson, who came 
from New Hope, Bucks County, to Sadsbury 
township, where he purchased a large tract 
of land, and established a homestead upon 
which he lived the remainder of his life. 



Upon that homestead, Jonathan Paxson, our 
subject's father, was born and reared. When 
Jonathan Paxson grew to manhood he 
adopted the pursuits of an agriculturist, and 
spent the remainder of his life on the old 
homestead. He was a quiet, unassuming 
man of industrious habits, and as an adherent 
of the Quaker Church he lived a consistently 
religious and useful career. His marriage 
with Catherine Beecher resulted in the birth 
of eleven children. 

Levi B. Paxson spent his jouthful days 
upon the paternal acres, availing himself of 
such educational advantages as the schools 
of the day afforded. At the age of fourteen 
years, yielding to the impulsiveness of youth, 
and fired with an adventurous desire to see 
the world, he went to sea for five years. 
These years of experience on the main before 
the mast have no doubt contributed more to 
his success in after years than would at first 
be apparent to the casual observer. While 
in this service, being for most of the time 
under masters of good morals and high intel- 
lectual capacity, he was given every encour- 
agement in the study of the subject of navi- 
f Ration, for which he had formed quite a 
iking. In addition to this mental training, 
the (fiscipline required on board vessels was 
such as to equip him admirably for the high 
position he now holds, a position in which 
the highest order of executive ability is re- 
quired. 

In October, 1847, Mr. Paxson sought and 
secured a position with the road with which 
he has ever since been identified. His first 
position was a humble one indeed, that of a 
brakeman on a coal train, but he was faithful 
to every trust reposed in him, and his fidelity 
was recognized and rewarded by promotions, 
through the various positions 01 nreman and 
locomotive engineer ; after serving some time 
in the latter position he entered upon an 
apprenticeship in the mechanical department 
of the road. After completing this appren- 
ticeship, he at once commended himself to 
the favorable consideration of the manage- 
ment, and he rapidly rose from one position 
of trust to another until he attained the 
highest position in his department in the gift 
of the road, — the position he now holds. To 
show that this position is a responsible one, it 
is only necessary to state that he has under 
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his supervision and direction an army of over 
3,000 men. 

Mr. Paxson is a member of the Masonic 
Order, and of the I. O. O. F., whilst in reli- 
gious faith he is an adherent of the Reformed 
Church, to which he has always given his 
earnest support, being for many years a 
member ot St. Paul's Memorial Church of 
Reading, holding important positions in the 
government of the same. 

In 185 1 Mr. Paxson was united in marriage 
with Mary A. F. Kraft, and to this happy 
marital union have been born four children, 
as follows: Lydia K., wife of Ammon S. 
Deeter of Reading ; Mary, wife of John B. 
Mull of Reading ; Anna Iv. ; and Levi B., Jr., 
who is a clerk m the office of the assistant 
superintendent of motive power, Philadelphia 
& Reading R. R. 




STANLEY S. DAVIES, the well- 
known and popular superintendent 
of the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company for the district of Read- 
one of the most enterprising and 
hustling^ business men to be found in the city 
of Reading, and is held in high esteem by a 
large circle of acquaintances. He is a son of 
Samuel and Margaret (Lloyd) Davies, and 
was born in 1853, in Broseley, Shropshire, 
England. 

He received a good education in the 
schools of that country, after which he fol- 
lowed the trade of a maltster, which line of 
business came naturally to him, as his ances- 
tors for many generations had followed that 
occupation. He remained in England until 
1882, when he came to America, being the 
first of his family to emigrate to this country. 
I lis first position on this side of the water 
was as solicitor of the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company, in which position he 
was retained for some time, and was then 
promoted to be assistant superintendent of 
^IcKeesport, Pa. He served faithfully in 
that capacity for a period of three years, after 
which he was called to the city of Reading 
to look after the interests of the company in 
this district. He has repeatedly had offers 
to engage in business in larger fields since, 
but owing to his love for the city and the 



success with which he has met, he has not 
hesitated to decline. In this field he has six 
assistants, thirty-six agents, and they have 
about 20,000 industrial policies in force in the 
city ot Reading. In 1896, the company 
offered a prize for the work showing the least 
number of lapses, and the efficiency of our 
subject's work is proven by the fact that he 
received one of the prizes, ranking fourth in 
competition with all of the other districts of 
the country. His entire attention is devoted 
to his business, and by the able manner in 
which he looks after the interests of the 
company, he has gained the favor and re- 
spect of the head officers. He stands high in 
the estimation of his fellow-citizens, and is 
well-known throughout the county. 

Mr. .Davies was united in the holy bonds 
of wedlock with Sarah Davies, a lady of 
English birth, and they are the happy parents 
of seven children, whose names arc as fol- 
lows : Lizzie ; John Samuel ; Leonard Stan- 
ley ; Thomas Cleveland ; Spencer ; Harry ; 
and Cecil. 




R. JOSEPH H. HAGENMAN, the 

subject of this sketch, is one of 
\[S)J Reading's leading and most suc- 
cessful practitioners of medicine, 
and possesses, in addition to a lucrative office 
practice, an extensive patronage in the sur- 
rounding territory. He is a son of Henry 
and Elizabeth (Burke) Hagenman, and was 
born in the city of Philadelphia December 12, 
1832. His father moved to Reading, Pa., 
when he was a mere lad, and in that place 
were the years of his boyhood passed, and the 
rudiments of a common school education 
mastered. He then read medicine with Dr. 
Carech of Kutztown, this county, and later 
with Dr. Samuel Winters of Lancaster, Pa. 
In 1864 Dr. Hagenman came to Reading, 
where he has since been successfully engaged 
in the practice of his chosen profession, 
enjoying the confidence and good-will of a 
very desirable class of patrons. He has an 
excellent reputation as a physician, well 
versed in all the intricacies and details of the 
difficult art. 

The Doctor was united in marriage with 
Emma Elizabeth Hinnershitz, and they are 
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the parents of the following children: Daniel, 
a resident of Reading; Charles, the proprietor 
of one of the leading jewelry stores of Read- 
ing; Annie, the wife oi Elmer Gillmore of 
Reading; Emma was wedded to William 
LupjDold : Mary Elizabeth is the wife of Elias 
Phillip of Reading; Kate was united in mar- 
riage with John Einsick of Reading; and 
Milton Edward. Dr. Hagenman and family 
are members of the Lutheran Church. 



JSAAC ECKERT. This leading and 
progressive citizen of Reading, presi- 
dent of the Farmers' Bank, and prom- 
inently identified with the iron manu- 
facturing business, is a descendant of one of 
the oldest families of German extraction in 
Berks County. The names of his ancestors 
are closely connected with the written history 
of this section. He is a son of Henry S. 
Eckert, grandson of Isaac Eckert, great- 
grandson of Peter Eckert, and great-great- 
grandson of Valentine Eckert, wnose lather 
was the first representative of the family to 
locate in America. 

Valentine Eckert, who was born in Longa 
selva, Hanover, Germany, in 1733, came to 
this country with his parents in 1740, and 
settled with them in the valley of the Tulpe- 
hocken in the western part ol Berks County. 
After twenty-one years residence in this 
country Valentine Eckert became a citizen, 
and took a prominent part in the stirring 
events that led up to and culminated in the 
Declaration of Independence, and the over- 
throw of British domination. In June, 1776, 
he with nine others represented Berks County 
in the Provincial Conference, and in the 
following month was one of a delegation of 
eight members from Berks County to the 
Provincial Convention, that was convoked 
for the purpose of framing a new form of 
government, founded on the authority of the 
people, to succeed the old proprietary form. 
He was a member of the Provincial Assem- 
blies of both 1776 and 1777. In the Revolu- 
tionary War, he commanded a company of 
cavalry, and was wounded at the battle of 
Germantown. He became sub-lieutenant of 
the county in 1777, and served in that office 
until he became lieutenant of the county in 



1 78 1. In 1784 he was appointed judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas, and held office for 
seven years, when by the Constitution of 
1790 a president judge took the places of the 
various judges. When very advanced in 
years, in 18 16, he removed to the State of 
Virginia, where his death took place at Win- 
chester, in December, 1821, when he was in 
his eighty-eighth year. His son, Peter Eck- 
ert, was engaged in farming and merchan- 
dising all his life in Berks County, near 
Womelsdorf, the family home. 

Isaac Eckert, the grandfather of the subject 
of these lines, was born in Womelsdorf, this 
county, in January, 1800, and received an 
education in the scnools of his native place, 
and in the grammar schools of the University 
of Pennsylvania. Before he had attained his 
majority^ he with his elder brother, William, 
succeeded their father in the grocery busi- 
ness, and continued there in trade until 1828, 
when they removed the business to Reading, 
where together they operated it until 1836, 
when Isaac retired from the firm, and asso- 
ciated himself with his younger brother, Dr. 
George N. Eckert, in iron manufacturing. 
They erected the Henry Clay Furnace in 
1842-44; it was one of the largest anthracite 
furnaces in the country at that time; in 1855 
a second stack was completed. On the death 
of his brother, the Doctor, June 28, 1865, 
Isaac Eckert became sole proprietor of the 
works, and so continued until 1873, when he 
retired, passing them over to his sons, Henry 
S. and George B. In many other channels 
of enterprise and commercial activity did the 
superior ability, judgment and business per- 
ception of Isaac Eckert make itself felt. The 
Farmers* Bank, which had been established 
in 1814, chose him as its president in 1838, 
and in that position he continued for a period 
of thirty-five years, being succeeded at his 
death, in 1873, by his son, Henry S. Eckert, 
the father of our subject. In 1852 he became 
president of the Leesport Iron Co., and was 
its executive officer until his death, thus 
controlling and having the oversight of ex- 
tensive iron interests, in which he was one of 
the largest stockholders. He was one of the 
founders of the Berks County Agricultural 
and Horticultural Society, ana served many 
years as the very efficient president of the 
organization. In his politics he was true to 
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the principles of the Whig and then of its 
logical successor, the Republican party. In 
the troublous times of the War of the Rebel- 
lion, he did all in his power to aid the national 
administration in carrying on the war, both 
by liberal contributions and by assisting in 
creating favorable public sentiment in Read- 
ing. In i860 he was a delegate to the Re- 
publican National Convention at Chicago, 
that placed Abraham Lincoln at the head of 
its ticket, and in 1864 he was one of the 
Presidential Electors from the State of Penn- 
sylvania. He was a member of Christ Epis- 
copal Church of Reading. After his death, 
which occurred on December 13, 1873, his 
widow and three children presented to Christ 
Church a full chime of ten bells as a memo- 
rial. He married Judith Hahn, a daughter 
of Dr. Hahn of Montgomery County, and at 
his death left his widow, and three children, 
who were as follows: Henry S., the father of 
our subject; George B. ; and Rebecca, who 
married P. R. Stetson of New York City. 
He had many beautiful traits of character, 
which were admired by his hundreds of per- 
sonal friends. 

Henry S. Eckert, our subject's father, was 
born in Reading ; after a thorough prepara- 
tion in the schools of his native city, he 
became a student at Franklin and Marshall 
College, and graduated from the institution. 
Upon assuming the active duties of life» he 
became associated with his father in the iron 
manufacturing business, and soon after took 
the management of the works upon himself, 
manifesting for this line of work a high order 
of ability. On July i, 1873, shortly before 
his father's death, he and his brother, George 
B. Eckert, formed a partnership under the 
style of Eckert & Brother, for the purpose of 
carrying on the iron business; ana then the 
iron works, the Henry Clay Furnace, came 
into their hands. The firm successfully en- 
countered the storms oi the financial panic of 
1873, and steadily kept up the business. The 
firm owned iron mines, and carried on mining 
operations to supply iron ore, and employed 
in the mines and the iron works upwards of 
two hundred and fifty men. Many other 
enterprises were forwarded by Mr. Eckert, 
among which was the Penn Street Passenger 
Railway, which was put in operation in 1874, 
and proved of so much good in improving 



East Reading. He was one of the projectors 
of the Berks County R. R. from Reading to 
Slatington, and served upon its organization 
in the board of directors, being also a direc- 
tor of the Wilmington & Northern R. R. 
Upon his father's death, he was chosen pres- 
ident of the Farmers' Bank, and continued at 
the head of that institution for twenty years, 
until his death, in 1893, when our subject 
succeeded him. He held at various times the 
following prominent positions : trustee of the 
Union Trust Company, and of the Penn 
Mutual Life Insurance Co. at Philadelphia; 
president of the Eastern Pig-iron Association; 
president of the Topton Furnace Co. at Top- 
ton ; and president of the Pennsylvania Bolt 
and Nut Works at Lebanon. He was also a 
director of Charles Evans' Cemetery, and a 
director of Reading Hospital. Mr. Eckert 
was very much interested in politics for many 
years. His large manufacturing interests 
naturally inclined him to favor the principle 
of protection to home industries, and there- 
fore he continued in the political faith of his 
father, and was a most loyal and decided 
Republican. In 1866 he was the Republican 
nominee from this district to Congress, 
against J. Lawrence Getz, but could not 
overcome the large normal Democratic ma- 
jority, although the city of Reading supported 
him handsomely, giving him a majority, 
which, however, was not large enough to 
overcome the opposing party's majority in 
the country districts. For over twenty years 
he served as president of the school board of 
control. The Eckert Public School, a com- 
modious two-story brick structure, erected in 
1873, was named after him, in recognition of 
his valued services. He was a zealous 
worker in the cause of the advancement of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, and was 
vestryman in Christ Church for a number of 
years before his death. His marriage to 
Carrie Hunter, daughter of Nicholas Hunter, 
an iron-master of Reading, occurred in 1857, 
and resulted in the birth of four children, 
namely : Isaac, the subject of this sketch ; 
Helen, who became the wife of Herman 
Meigs; Hunter; and Kate M., who married a 
Mr. Reeves. Mrs. Eckert preceded her hus- 
band to that fair land on High, dying March 
28, 1880. 

The subject of this sketch was born in 
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Reading May 27, 1859, and in his boyhood 
attended the excellent public schools of his 
native city. He then entered Lafayette Col- 
lege, from which he graduated in 1879. 
Upon leaving college, he immediately en- 
gaged in the iron business, which he still 
carries on under the firm name ot Eckert & 
Brother. He was elected president of the 
Farmers' Bank, when the place became vacant 
by the death of his father, in 1893, and is now 
the head of that most solid and conservative 
banking institution. Three generations have 
succeeded each other as president of the 
bank, which for a period 01 sixty years has 
had an Eckert at its head. This is but an 
index of how great esteem has always been 
placed in members ol the Eckert family, who 
have proved themselves, without an excep- 
tion, to be business men of the highest order, 
in whom the confidence of the entire com- 
munity is well placed. Mr. Eckert is a 
public-spirited citizen, and takes the liveliest 
pleasure in advancing the general interests 
of the city. He is a Republican in politics, 
and, though not classed among the active 
partisans, makes his influence felt in directing 
the local policies ot the party. In 1879, Mr. 
Eckert married Eliza Kaufman, a daughter 
of William M. Kaufman, and they have two 
children : William ; and Carrie. As one of 
the most representative manufacturers and 
men of finance in the county, a portrait of 
Mr. Eckert is found on a preceding page. 



Wi 



ILLIAM B. CALL, whose career 
for over fifty years of his life was 
marked by the greatest of activity 
and industry, was an extensive boat builder 
of Reading and also contracted in building 
railroads in different parts of Pennsylvania 
and adjoining states. In i8p5 he retired from 
active business life to enjoy a well earned 
rest and spend his declining years in peace 
and quiet. He is a son of George and Cath- 
erine (Reifsnyder) Call, and was born May 7, 
1817, in the city of Reading. 

His paternal grandfather was William Call, 
who came from the land of his nativity, Hol- 
land, with his three brothers, and settled in 
Berks County. One of his brothers located 
in New Jersey and the others went west. He 



first made his home in Germantown, but 
later came to Reading, where he was en- 
gaged in the tanning business, sending his 
goods to Philadelphia by team and he him- 
self walking there in one day. He was the 
progenitor of a large family of children, one 
of whom was George, the father of our sub- 
ject. 

George Call was born at Germantown and 
learned the trade of a carpenter and builder, 
which he followed with much success in 
Reading. He became the leading contractor 
in the city and built many of the finest 
houses of that time. At the age of seventy 
years he retired from business and spent the 
remainder of his life in a quiet way, dying in 
1873, at the age of eighty-three years. Re- 
ligiously, he was a member of the Reformed 
Church and was a regular attendant on 
Divine Worship. He was united in the holy 
bonds of wedlock with Catherine Reifsnyder, 
a daughter of Michael Reifsnyder of Berks 
County, and they became the parents of 
twelve children, all of whom are deceased 
but our subject, William B., and John, who 
lives in Chester, Pa. 

William B. Call, alter obtaining as good an 
education as the common schools of his day 
afforded, learned the trade of a carpenter 
and builder at the age of fifteen years. At 
the age of twenty years he took charge of 
his father's business and conducted it for two 
years, but as it did not prove as remunera- 
tive as other lines of work, he established a 
boat yard and began building boats for the 
Schuylkill Navigation Co. He was very 
successful and his business increased rap- 
idly, and at one time he owned as many as 
four boat yards, completing on an average 
three boats per month, being the largest boat 
builder operating in this district at that time. 
He also owned a large lumber yard at the 
foot of Chestnut street^ and bought and cut 
up large tracts of timberland. During this 
time he again engaged in building school 
houses and dwellings, erecting many in dif- 
ferent sections of the county. In 1850 a 
large flood washed away his lumber yard and 
boat yards, and as the Canal Company was 
at that time widening the canal, he took a 
contract to build four locks and four miles of 
canal, extending from Bernville to Hicster 
Mills. He completed the job satisfactorily 
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and then built four miles of railroad for the 
East Penn R. R., and later four miles lor the 
Columbia R. R. and also the Berks Co. R. R. 
In addition to this he built roads for different 
companies in the states of New Jersey and 
New York. In 1886 he built the No. 2 Water 
Dam for the city of Lebanon, Pa., and in 1891 
constructed Dam No. 3 for that city. In 
1895 he retired from the active duties of 
business life after a remarkably busy career 
extendino^ over a period of fifty years. He 
enlisted m the Civil War in 1861, in Co. G, 
6th Reg., Pa. Vol. Cav., and served for six 
months. He was at that time engaged in 
building the Columbia R. R., and they in- 
sisted that he leave the service and take up 
the building of the road as specified in the 
contract. Mr. Call was very ambitious and 
energetic and could turn his hand to almost 
any line of business with success. He is 
possessed of a remarkably strong constitu- 
tion and has never been sick a day in his life. 
He was joined in wedlock with Susan 
Flickthorn in 1838, and two children resulted 
from the union: Susan, deceased; and Cath- 
erine, the wife of Edward Scull, a plumber of 
Reading, His second union was with Mary 
Clementine Flickthorn, a woman of many 
excellent traits of character. He is a con- 
sistent member of the German Reformed 
Church of Reading, which was built by his 
father. Politically, he has always been an 
unswerving Republican, having cast his first 
vote for Henry Clav. He never sought 
political distinction, but several times was 
called upon to serve in the city council. Mr. 
Call's portrait is presented on a previous 
page. 



ANIEL ESTERLY SCHROEDER, 

a well-known lawyer of Reading, 
\\S)J is a son of John S. and Susan E. 

(Boyer) Schroeder, and was born 
January 20, 1842, in the city of his present 
residence. His grandfather, George Schroe- 
der, was a native ot Berks County, his 
parents being among the pioneer settlers of 
Oley and Bern townships, coming to this 
county between 1720 and 1730. The grand- 
father spent his time in the pursuits of agricul- 
ture in Muhlenberg townsnip, near Reading. 




John S. Schroeder, the father, was born in 
Muhlenberg township and there reared to 
manhood. As a young man he came to 
Reading and entered mercantile life as a 
clerk. He was a stanch Democrat and filled 
his first office as deputy sheriff under his 
uncle, Daniel Esterly, in 1840-41. In 1848 he 
was elected sheriff and served one term. He 
then became chief clerk for the firm of Sey- 
fert, McManus & Co., afterward known as the 
Reading Iron Co. He became identified 
with their interests in 1851, and continued 
with them until old age compelled his resig- 
nation in 1890, after forty years of faithful 
service. Not many men can show so good a 
business record. His death occurred the 
following year in the ripeness of age and the 
consciousness of a well spent life. He was 
united in marriage with Susan E. Boyer, and 
raised a family of eight sons and two daugh- 
ters, as follows : George, deceased ; Daniel 
E. ; John, deceased ; William, deceased ; 
Joseph, employed by the Electric Light Co. of 
Reaaing ; Frank, deceased, a clerk ; Charles 
was an attorney at Bellefontc, Pa., at the 
time of his death; Lewis died young; Martha, 
the widow of Daniel S. Kellerer, late an 
attorney of Bellefonte, this state ; and Lucy, 
the widow of W. S. Bryson, late an attorney 
of Philipsburg, Pa. Two of these sons were 
soldiers of the Union Army in the late Re- 
bellion. John was wounded at the battle of 
Fair Oaks, May 31, 1862, when such a loss of 
life occurred to both sides, and the Confed- 
erate Army was forced to retreat, in which 
retreat Jofin Schroeder, severely wounded, 
was taken prisoner, and placed in Libb}" 
Prison, from which he was subsequently dis- 
charged. Upon regaining freedom he again 
enlisted, this time in DurelFs Battery, and 
served until the close of the war. William 
enlisted in the 2nd Reg. Pa. Vol. Cav. in 
February, 1864, and received wounds in the 
battle of the Wilderness in May of that year, 
from which he died shortly afterward. 

David E. Schroeder, upon finishing his edu- 
cation in the Reading High School, began 
the study of law under Judge J. Hagenman. 
He was admitted to the bar in 1863, and has 
practiced at the Berks County Bar ever since. 
He is a lawyer of ability, and has worked up 
a good clientage. 

ftlr. Schroeder was married to Clara L. 
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Clark, by whom he has three children: 
Harry, a pattern maker of Reading; George 
keeps a grocery store in Baltimore, Md. ; and 
Estella who lives at home. Mr. Schroeder 
is a Democrat and served as school director 
in Reading from 1887 to 1897, giving the best 
of satisfaction and winning much commend- 
ation for the manner in which he discharged 
his duties. He is a genial, kindly man, and 
one whom everybody knows and likes. 



]C|DWARD LEWIS HOTTENSTEIN, 
R] M. D., a medical practitioner of promi- 
-*— iM - nence and skill, is following the 
practice of his profession throughout Berks 
County, and resides at Kutztown. He was 
born in Maxatawny township, this county, 
August 12, 1864, and is a son of Dr. Edward 
and Sarah (KnabbJ Hottenstein, grandson of 
William and Elizaoeth (Hunter) Hottenstein, 
and great-grandson of Dr. David and Eliza- 
beth (Klein) Hottenstein. 

Our subject traces the name Hottenstein 
back to the so-called Forest of the Spessurt, 
near Aschaffenburg, Germany, where it or- 
iginated. It was there that Riedbold held 
annually the great solemn court, upon a large 
rock under a powerful oak tree. Jacob Hot- 
tenstein, the great-great-great-grandfather of 
our subject, was born in Esslingen, Germany, 
and was a son of Ernst Hottenstein, who was 
mayor of Esslingen, and died there in 161 8. 
Jacob, in company with his two brothers, 
came to America, landing in the city of 
Philadelphia ; one of the brothers died soon 
after landing in this country, and the other 
brother moved to Lancaster, Pa., where he 
engaged in general farming. Jacob settled 
in Oley township, this county, and remained 
there until 1729, when he located in Maxa- 
tawn)^ township, Berks County, then included 
in Philadelphia County. He bought of Cas- 
per Wister a tract of land consisting of 116 
acres, for which he paid the sum of forty 
pounds and twelve shillings. At that time 
the land was covered with a dense forest, 
and Jacob immediately set about clearing a 
part of the land, and built a log house, in 
which he resided the rest of his active days. 
He was united in marriage with Dorothy 
Reber, and the}' were the parents of the fol- 



lowing children : Jacob; William; David; 
Henry; Dorothy; and Maria. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hottenstein were Lutherans in their religious 
views, and taught their children the Lutheran 
Catechism. Jacob died at his home in Maxa- 
tawny township, March 23, 1753, at the age 
of fifty-six years, one month and five days. 

David Hottenstein, the ^reat-great-grand- 
father of our subject, and his brother, Henry, 
inherited the old homestead in Maxatawny 
township, and after farming together some 
years, David purchased Henry's interest in 
the farm, and spent his entire lite engaged in 
the pursuits of an agriculturist. In 1783 
David built a large and handsome stone 
dwelling, which is still occupied. He was 
united in the bonds of wedlock with Miss 
Herbine, and a family of five children blessed 
their home, namely: Jacob; David; Daniel; 
Catherine, who was the wife of Jacob Grim ; 
and Dorothy, who died in her infancy. In 
religious views David Hottenstein was a 
Lutheran. 

Dr. David Hottenstein, the great-grand- 
father of our subject, was born on the old 
homestead in Maxatawny township, Berks 
County, and while still in his boyhood he 
began the study of medicine under Ur. Joseph 
Hersch; later he entered the Medical De- 
partment of the University of Pennsylvania, 
and upon graduating he moved to the north- 
ern part of Berks County, where he followed 
his chosen profession, and was one of the 
most prominent and skillful physicians and 
surgeons of that district. He purchased the 
homestead in Maxatawny township, and 
made many improvements upon the same. 
He formed a matrimonial alliance with Eliza- 
beth Klein, a daughter of Richard Klein, a 
resident of Montgomery County, and to this 
union the following children were born: 
David; Jacob; Daniel; William; Isaac; Henry; 
Catherine; Sarah; and Dorothy, who died in 
childhood. Dr. David Hottenstein died in 
1848, aged eight3^-two years, four months 
and twenty-five days. 

William Hottenstein, the grandfather of 
our subject, was reared and educated in 
Maxatawny township. He took great pride 
in handing down the earl^' history 01 the 
liottensteins, which he compiled in 1878. As 
he said in the preface, his object was : ** To 
benefit thereby posterit}^ that the descen- 
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dants might continue their line of descent of 
the name Hottenstein in the far distant 
future.*' He stated that the maxims, **Man, 
know thyself," and *' Man, know from whence 
comest thou," had actuated him in the work, 
and trusted they would have the same effect 
on his descendants. He also says if his work 
of compiling a family history should prove 
useful to any future descendants, that the 
wishes of the compiler, whose body may have 
crumbled into dust, and spirit gone to its final 
resting place, will be gratified. William was a 
noble minded man, full of vigor and strength, 
and his counsel was often sought, as his word 
was golden. In 1834 he represented his fel- 
low-citizens in the State Legislature, and also 
filled many township offices. He passed 
from this life at the advanced age of ninety- 
one years, and twelve days. In religious 
views he was attached to the Reformed 
Church. William Hottenstein was wedded 
to Elizabeth Hunter, who bore him a family 
of seven children, namely : David H., whose 
sketch also appears in this Book of Biograph- 
ies; Charles H., who resides in the state of 
Indiana; Robert, deceased; Edward, the 
father of our subject ; Caroline, deceased ; 
Sally, the wife of J. V. High; and Matilda. 
Dr. Edward Hottenstein, the father of our 
subject, was born in Maxatawny township, 
October i, i83i,and received a liberal edu- 
cation in the public schools ■ of his native 
township. He studied medicine with Dr. 
Henry Geiger, and began the practice of 
his profession in Maxatawny township, meet- 
ing with great success. He inherited a 
Eart of the homestead, and built a handsome 
rick residence in 1855, ^^^ resided there 
until 1868, when he moved to Kutztown and 
purchased the Jonas Beiber residence; he is 
now living in retirement, but still his counsel 
and medical advice are often sought. He 
has been very successful in his chosen pro- 
fession, and has the reputation of being one 
of the best physicians and surgeons in Berks 
County. He was united in marriage with 
Sarah Knabb, daughter of Jacob Knabb, and 
the following children resulted from this 
union: Ida Caroline, born September 5, 1856, 
is the wife of James DeLong, of Bowers, Pa.; 
Harriett Alice, born February 13, 1859, 
resides at home ; Elmer, born December 30, 
1 861, is a physician, residing at Akron, Ohio ; 



Edward Lewis, the subject of this sketch ; 
Sarah Ann, deceased ; William Jacob, born 
August 28, 1868, a graduate of Penn Dental 
College, and Jefferson Medical College of 
Philadelphia, is a dentist, residing at Akron, 
Ohio; Charles Augustus, born October i, 
1 87 1, also a graduate of the above institutions, 
is a dentist residing at Kutztown ; Peter 
David, born July 20, 1874, is taking a course 
in pharmacy at the Pennsylvania Pharma- 
ceutical College ; and Debora Caroline, born 
July 14, 1877, ^ graduate of the Keystone 
State Normal School, and a teacher in Bucks 
County. Mr. Hottenstein is a member of 
Huguenot Lodge, No. 377, F. & A. M., and 
is past master of the same. He has served 
as a school director many years; and in 
religious views he is a devoted member of 
the Reformed Church. , 

Dr. Edward Lewis Hottenstein was edu- 
cated in the public schools and in the Key- 
stone State Normal School of Kutztown; 
having decided upon a medical career, he 
entered the Jefferson Medical College of 
Philadelphia, Pa., and in 1886 he was gradu- 
ated and became entitled to practice. He 
took a special course in diseases of the 
eye, ear, nose and throat, and has followed 
his profession in Kutztown, where he has 
met with marked success. The Doctor is 
well known throughout the county, has a 
good and paying practice, and is regarded 
as one of the foremost practitioners of his 
profession in his district. Our subject pur- 
chased the Dr. Johnson property on Main 
street, in which he has his office rooms. Dr. 
Hottenstein chose for his life companion 
Sarah A. Stimmel, a daughter of William 
F. Stimmel, whose sketch may also be 
found in this Book of Biographies. In 
political views our subject is a decided 
Democrat; socially, he is a member of 
Huguenot Lodge No. 377, F. & A. M., and 
the Knights of the Golden Eagle. 



DANIEL SHARADIN, who resides 
in a beautiful residence on Main 
street, in the borough of Kutztown, 
is proprietor of the Kutztown Tan- 
nery and also operates a saw mill. He is a 
son of David and Maria (Wanner) Sharadin, 
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and was born in Oley township, Berks 
County, May 31, 1842. 

David Sharadin, the father of our subject, 
was born in Maxatawny township, where he 
spent most of his life in agricultural pursuits. 
He was united in marriage to Maria Wan- 
ner, a native of Maxatawny township, by 
whom he had a family of nine children, 
namely : one who died in infancy ; Ephraim, 
a farmer residing near Kutztown ; Henry, 
deceased ; Catherine, deceased ; J. Daniel, 
whose name appears at the head of these 
lines ; Sarah, deceased ; Maria, the wife of 
Frank Keck, who resides in Kutztown ; Wil- 
liam, deceased ; and David, an undertaker of 
Kutztown. Mrs. Sharadin was called Home 
in 1877, and her husband survived her three 
years. 

J. Daniel Sharadin received a primary 
education in the common schools of his 
native town, after which he attended the 
Keystone State Normal School of Kutztown. 
He remained upon the farm until he was 
twenty-one years of age, and then went to 
Greenwich township, this county, where he 
learned the trade of a tanner and followed it 
for two and one-half years. For the follow- 
ing two years, he followed his trade in 
Wayne, Ashland, and Delaware Counties in 
Ohio, and then went to Goshen, Ind., where 
he formed a partnership with Henry Wan- 
ner, and they conducted a tannery for two 
years. In 1870, he removed to Kutztown 
and erected a tannery and has followed that 
business there ever since. He tans hides of 
all kinds and has one of the largest establish- 
ments of the kind in his section of the 
county. He is also engaged in the lumber 
business, and owns and operates a saw mill 
in Kutztown. He is engaged in the real 
estate business and has done considerable 
building in the borough. He takes an active 
interest in all measures which have for their 
end the advancement of the interests of 
Kutztown, and has established a reputation 
for strict integrity and honesty which time 
cannot shake. 

On December 8, 1868, our subject was 
united in matrimonial bonds with Caroline 
Butz, who was born in Kutztown, August 
7, 1848, a daughter of Equiduisand Elizabeth 
(Beaver) Butz. This happy union resulted in 
the birth of six children, namely : Harry, an 



artist of superior talents, married Louise 
Nefif, and lives in Reading; Ella M., who is 
residing at home with her parents, was a 
successful teacher for several terms, and is al- 
so skilled in the art of china painting and dec- 
orating; Howard, who is proprietor of a 
shirt factory in Kutztown ; Francis, a resi- 
dent of Kutztown ; Ralph ; and Carrie Louise. 
In religious belief Mr. Sharadin and family 
are members of the German Reiormea 
Church of Kutztown. Politically, Mr. Shar- 
adin holds steadfastly to the principles of the 
Democratic party, and has been called upon 
to serve in several public offices. He was a 
member of the council at one time, and in 
1889 he was chief burgess of the burou^h. 
He has faithfully performed all of the duties 
of a loyal citizen, and is respected and 
esteemed as a true friend and a kind neighbor. 



LPRANCIS F. SEIDEL, whom we repre- 
K sent with a portrait on the opposite 
J- ^ page, is one of the valued citizens of 
Reading, and is held in high esteem by his 
acquaintances for his many sterling qualities; 
he is now successfully engaged in the under- 
taking business, ana conducts the largest 
mortuary establishment in Berks County. 
He was born in Bern township, Berks 
County, Pa., February 23, 1858, and is a son 
of Eli and Caroline (Faust) Seidel, and grand- 
son of Daniel Seidel. 

Daniel Seidel, the grandfather of our sub- 
ject, was a native of Berks County ; his 
ancestors were residents of the northern part 
of the state of Pennsylvania, where they 
were engaged in cultivating the soil. Daniel 
Seidel purchased a tract of land consisting of 
450 acres of land, which was wild, unculti- 
vated and covered by a heavy forest. He 
set about clearing a part of his purchase, and 
there spent the remainder of his life, engaged 
in the pursuits of an agriculturist. Sir. 
Seidel was very prominent in his community, 
and was greatly respected by his neighbors 
and friends, and always lent his influence 
toward the betterment of his community and 
county. He firmly believed in educational 
institutions, and cheerfully donated property 
upon which to erect a school building. In 
politics Mr. Seidel was an unwavering Dem- 
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ocrat, and strongly upheld the principles of 
that party both by Dallot and voice. For 
many years he rendered valuable service to 
his fellow citizens on the school board. He 
was joined in marriage with an English lady, 
and to this union three sons and lour daugh- 
ters were reared, namely : Bernville ; 
Michael ; Elias ; Elizabeth ; Lovina ; Lucy ; 
and Mary. 

Elias Seidel, the father of our subject, was 
born in Bern township, this county, and 
passed from this life on the old homestead at 
the age of twenty-five years. He acquired a 
good education in the common schools of his 
native town, and devoted himself to operat- 
ing the old homestead. Our subject's father 
formed a matrimonial alliance with Caroline 
Faust, and two children were born to them, 
who were named as follows: Francis F., 
whose name heads the above lines ; and Elias, 
who passed from this life July 8, 1890, aged 
thirty years. 

Francis F. Seidel possesses a thorough 
education, which he acquired in the public 
schools of his native town, and then worked 
tor E. S. Miller three years ; later he worked 
three years, serving an apprenticeship to the 
undertaker's trade, and then became foreman 
in E. S. Miller's undertaking establishment, 
remaining in his employ some ten years. 
April I, 1888, our subject embarked in the 
undertaking business in Reading, and has 
continued in the same pursuits to the present 
day. Our subject is very popular with his 
fellow-citizens, and has succeeded in estab- 
lishing a large and paying patronage by his 
honest and straightforward methods of deal- 
ing. During the first year of business our 
subject had charge of 52 funerals, and dur- 
ing the succeeding years, the business has 
increased as indicated below: in 1889, 127 
funerals: 1890, 182; 1891, 230; 1892, 236; 
1893, 2^^\ 1894, 374; 1895, 343; 1896, 368; 
and in 1897, 397. March 9, 1888, our subject 
graduated from the Oriental School of Em- 
balming of New York City ; Clask's School 
of Embalming in 1893 ; and the school of 
embalming at Harrisburg, Fa., in 1894. He 
has also taken lectures on contagious diseases; 
and was the first to advertise embalming in 
the city of Reading. He also introduced 
the funeral car in Reading ; funeral nets ; the 
first to use high hats and capes in Reading; 



and is the originator of the grave lining, 
which has become universal throughout the 
country. 

On July 24, 1883, Mr. Seidel and Miss 
Amelia Hartman were united in the bonds of 
matrimony, and they reared four children, 
namely: Estella E., born April 24, 1884, and 
died November 5, 1887; Herbert A., born 
September 21, 1885; Calvin E., born May i, 
1887; and Florence May, born September 2, 
1888. Mr. Seidel is a member of the follow- 
ing fraternal organizations : Chandler Lodge, 
No. 227, F. & A. M.; Reading Commandery, 
No. 42, Knight Templars ; and Rajah Temple 
of the A. A. O. N. M. S.; Vigilance Lodge, 
No. 194, I. O. O. F.; Perseverance Council, 
No. 194, Jr. O. U. A. M.; Knights of the 
Golden Eagle; Juniata Tribe, No. 74, I. O. 
R. M.; K. of F.; and Rebecca Degree Odd 
Fellows Lodge, No. 4. Mr. Seidel is honor- 
able and straightforward in his business 
transactions, and as a natural result he has 
customers from far and near, and is on the 
highway to a competency to be enjoyed in 
later years. 




^ARTIN LUTHER BERTO- 
LETTE, M. D., a prominent and 
most highly esteemed physician 
of Reading, was born in Oley 
township,. Berks County, Pa., October 5, 
1856, on the tract of land purchased from the 
Penns, in 1726, by his paternal ancestor, 
Jean Bertolette, upon his arrival in America. 
Dr. Bertolette's father was Jeremiah Guldin 
Bertolette, a prosperous farmer of more than 
ordinary intellect, who died in January, 1876, 
of typhoid fever, aged forty-two years, ten 
months and seventeen days, and is buried at 
the Oley Reformed Church. His mother 
was Franna Christman Butz, a descendant of 
one of the early German settlers of Long 
Swamp township. 

The subject of this sketch was educated in 
the public schools of his native township, the 
Oley Academy, and Keystone State Normal 
School at Kutztown ; he then matriculated in 
the Medical Department of the University 
of Pennsylvania in 1875, and graduated in 
March, 1878. He started the practice of 
medicine at Jacksonwald, near Reading, im- 
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mediately upon graduating, and continued 
there four years. In March, 1882, he accom- 
panied his invalid cousin, Clifford Bertolette, 
to Colorado, the latter going for the benefit 
of his health. In the summer of that year, 
our subject came east as far as Zwingle, 
Iowa, and engaged in the practice of medi- 
cine as the successor of Drs. David N. 
Loose, originally from Myerstown, Lebanon 
County, Pa., and Edwin B. Bertolette, de- 
ceased, a native of Oley township, this 
county. On account of failing health, 
brought on by an extensive and laborious 
practice in the severe climate of the North- 
VVest, Dr. Bertolette thought it advisable to 
change his location, which he did in the fall 
of 1888. He moved to Philadelphia, where 
he took a post-graduate course at the Poly- 
clinic and the University of Pennsylvania. 
In the spring of 1889 he resumed the prac- 
tice of medicme at St. Lawrence Mills, in the 
suburbs of Reading ; later on he removed to 
the city of Readmg, where he has been 
located since 1894 at No. 32 North Ninth 
street. He is engaged in the general practice 
of medicine. He has been visiting physician 
of St. Joseph's Hospital since 1890, being 
chief for diseases of the chest at the above 
institution. He is an ex-president of the 
Berks County Medical Society, having held 
the presidency in 1893 ; he is also a member 
of the city, state and national medical socie- 
ties. In politics he is a Democrat, while in 
religious attachments he is a member of the 
Lutheran Church. On November 27, 1879 
(Thanksgiving Day), he was married to Han- 
nah Elizabeth High, daughter of Jacob Van 
Reed High, but no children have blessed this 
union. 

Our subject's paternal ancestor was Jean 
Bertolette, a Frenchman of noble birth, and 
from a family of large land-holders in the 
^ Province of Alsace. Having embraced the 
Reformed religion, he began to fear for his 
personal safety because of the religious per- 
secutions, directed in France against the 
Huguenots, and removed to Switzerland 
with his wife Susanna, a descendant of the 
Hercourt family of France, and settled at 
Chateaude^ux, Canton of Berne. Affairs in 
his native country not improving to such a 
degree as to justify his return, his property 
having been confiscated, he resolved to seek 



a new home in America. After a sojourn of 
fourteen years in Switzerland, he took pass- 
age for the New World, and landed in New 
York City, with wife and five children, in 
1726. Thence in the same year he removed 
to Oley township, Berks County, Pa., and 
purchased land, about one mile west of what 
is now Yellow House, upon which lived suc- 
cessive generations of his descendants until 
within a very few years. The following 
children constituted his family : Abraham, 
born in 171 2, and died in 1776; Marie (Mrs. 
Stephen Bernot), born in 1715, and died in 
1802; Jean, born in 1717, and died in 1789; 
Esther (Mrs. Dr. De Benneville), born in 
1720, and died in 1796; Susanna (Mrs. Jacob 
Frey), born in 1722, and died in 1803; and 
Frederick Americus, born in 1726. 

Abraham Bertolette, the great-great-great- 
grandfather of the present scion, married 
Esther De Turk in T736, and had these chil- 
dren: Marie, born in 1737; Daniel, born in 
1 741, who married a Miss Yoder; Samuel, 
born in 1743, and died in 1805, was married 
to a Miss Frey ; Elizabeth (Mrs. De Turk), 
born in 1745; Esther (Mrs. Yoder), born in 
1746; and John, born in 1748, who married a 
Miss Shenkel. The youngest son of the 
family, John, is in the Sirect line of descent 
to our subject. Both he and his wife died 
young, and left one son, John Shenkel Ber- 
tolette. 

John S. Bertolette, the great-grandfather 
of the Doctor, was born in 1775, and died in 
1833. He was a large land owner and farmer, 
and also was engaged in the manufacture of 
iron at Spring Forge. In 1808 occurred his 
marriage with Mary Boyer, which resulted 
in the birth of the following children: Dr. 
David, born in 1809, and died in 1880, whose 
residence was in Washingtonville, Ohio; 
Lydia (Mrs. Filbert Nagle), born in 181 1, and 
dfed in 1885; Levi John, born March 29, 
1813. and died April 10, 1883; Zcchariah, 
born in 1815, and died in 1890; and Mahlon, 
born in 1817, and died in 1852. A second 
marriage with Mrs. Peter Guldin (nee Reiff) 
was childless. 

Early in life Levi John Bertolette began to 
assist his father in the work about the iron 
mill, and at the age of eighteen Henrietta 
Guldin became his wM*fc, and the young 
couple settled down on a fine farm, given 



Digitized by 



Google 



112 



BOOK OF BIOGRAPHIES 



them by Levi's father, which farm was a part 
of the original tract settled by the pioneer 
ancestor. Henrietta Guldin was a daughter 
of Peter Guldin. Our subject's grandfather 
prospered in his afifairs, and became one of 
the leading citizens and agriculturists of his 
section, also engaging very extensively in 
stock raising. He was very fond of fine driv- 
ing horses, and turned out some of the best 
speeders in the county. He frequently made 
trips to the West, purchasing stock, which he 
brought home and sold at advanced figures. 
Eight children were born to him, of whom 
three now survive, namely : John C, born 
in 1831, is engaged in ranching in the state 
of Colorado, near Denver; Levi A. resides 
in ^yilmington, Delaware; and Emma Joseph- 
ine (Mrs. Dr. Jack and Mrs. Samuel Heck- 
man). 

Jeremiah Guldin Bertolette, the father of 
Dr. Bertolette, was born March 17, 1833, and 
died in 1876. He was married on October 
9, 1855, to Franna Christman Butz, and the 
following children blessed their union : Mar- 
tin Luther, the subject of this writing, who 
was born October 5, 1856; Mary Alice (Mrs. 
Gross), born January 2, 1859; Charles Albert, 
who died in infancy ; and Annie Virginia, 
who was born March 6, 1874, and died Feb- 
ruary II, 1898. 



» 



ARIUS Z. BOWMAN, M. D., is a 
gentleman who has worked his way 
^J well toward the head of his chosen 
profession. He is earnest, indus- 
trious and capable, possessing a strong intel- 
lect and persistent determination, that is 
bound to make him succeed in whatever he 
undertakes. He is a son of Frederick and 
Mary A. (Zimmerman) Bowman, and was 
ushered into this world December 10, 1854, 
in Earl township, Berks County, Pa. 

The family is of the sturdy German stock 
that has contributed so much to the strength 
and honor of this country. His father, Fred- 
erick Bowman, was born in Germany, but 
emigrated to this country and settled in Earl 
township, this county, where our subject was 
born. He was married to Mary A. Zimmer- 
man, whose father was also of German 



extraction, hnd to this union one child was 
born, Darius Z. Bowman. 

Dr. Bowman was reared on a farm until he 
had attained his sixteenth year, his training 
on the farm well fitting him for the hard 
study he laid out for himself when he had 
reached more mature years. His early edu- 
cation was received in the common schools of 
Berks County, and later at the Mt. Pleasant 
Seminary at Boyerstown. He discovered 
nothing congenial in the business of farming, 
but developed a great love for books and 
determined to become a physician, a profes- 
sion that ever held a great charm for him. 
To this end he devoured all the books within 
his reach that treated on medicine, and at the 
age of eighteen he came to Reading and 
secured employment with Dr. A. C. Det- 
weiler, one of the prominent physicians of 
the city. His work consisted in taking care 
of the Doctor's horses, keeping his books, 
and doing whatever work about the office 
that came to hand. At the same time he 
applied himself assiduously to the study 
of medicine, and was soon prepared to 
enter the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons at Baltimore, Md. In 1880 he gradu- 
ated from this college and at once entered 
upon the practice of his profession in Read- 
ing, where he has since been located. He 
has a large general practice, and his entire 
time is devoted to his work, while every 
energy is bent in perfecting himself in his 
life work, a field in which his peculiar talents 
have proven eminently useful. In every 
respect the doctor is what is generally termed 
"self-made," and is all the more highly 
regarded because of his successful up-hill 
struggle. 

December 25, 1884, Dr. Bow^man was 
wedded to Annie Irene Newkirk, whose 
father, Samuel Newkirk, is one of Reading's 
influential citizens. This marriage has been 
blessed by the birth of three children: Paul 
N., who was born April 13, 1886; Helen was 
born August 21, 1889; and Emma, born 
January 24, 1892. The Doctor has never 
taken an active interest in politics, pre- 
ferring to leave that field to those whose 
talents lay in that direction. He is a man of 
cheery, happy disposition, and is a great 
favorite among those with whom he comes 
in contact. 
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-AMES W. YOCUM. Among the 
prominent and enterprising citizens of 
Berks County is the gentleman whose 
biography we write, who is one of the 
most reliable business men of the city of 
Reading, and is a member of the well-known 
firm Yocum Brothers, .the largest cigar man- 
ufacturers of the county, whose portraits are 
presented on the opposite page. The honesty 
of the proprietors of this establishment is 
never questioned, and the prosperity with 
which they are meeting is solely due to their 
integrity and untiring industry. Our subject 
is a son of William and Mary (Potteiger) 
Yocum, and grandson of George Yocum. 

George Yocum, the grandfather of our 
subject, was a native of Yocum*s Forge, this 
county, and resided there all his life, engaged 
in the manufacture of iron. Politically, he 
was a firm supporter of the Republican prin- 
ciples, and was a man highly esteemed by the 
citizens of his community. He entered the 
world of rest at the advanced age of sevent}^- 
eight years. He was the progenitor of a 
family of six children, four sons and two 
daughters. William Yocum was also born 
at Yocum's Forge, Berks County, Pa., and 
after receiving a good education in the pub- 
lic schools of that town, he learned the mill- 
ing business, but soon after engaged in the 
cultivation of the soil ; he was very success- 
ful in his chosen occupation, and is now 
enjoying the fruits of his early toil. In his 
religious views, he is an active member and 
liberal supporter of the Lutheran Church, 
and has held all the offices of that church. 
Politically, he has always cast his vote in 
support of the Republican party. As a 
result of his marriage with ^Iiss Mary 
Potteiger, a family of five children were 
born, namely : Clara ; James W.. the subject 
of this narrative; William H., whose sketch 
follows this ; Valara ; and George J. 

James W. Yocum was intellectually trained 
for the battles of life in the public schools of 
his native town, and during his early man- 
hood, he taught six terms of school in this 
county. He then formed a partnership with 
S. F. Fisher, and the firm of Fisher & \ ocum 
continued two and one-half years in the 
general merchandise business at Stouchs- 
burg, this county; on January i, 1885, ^ur 
subject and his brother, William H. Yocum, 



engaged in the cigar manufacturing business 
under the firm name of Yocum Bros. Their 
establishment is a large six story brick build- 
ing, located on the corners of Walnut and 
Seventh streets, and they give employment 
to some 500 skillful mechanics, who turn out 
20,000,000 cigars per annum. 

Politically, Mr. Yocum is a solid Repub- 
lican, and endorses the principles of that 
party with conscientious fidelity. Relig- 
iously, he is a devoted member of the Luth- 
eran Church. Fraternally, he is a Mason of 
the Thirty-second Degree, Williamson Lodge, 
No. 307, F. & A. M.; and is also a member of 
the Patriotic Order ol Sons of America, 
Camp No. 237. Our subject chose for his 
life companion Miss Agnes G. Schafler, a 
daughter of John Schaffer, and they were 
united in marriage October 14, 1875. To 
this union the following children have been 
reared : Charles ; John ; Frank ; Paul ; 
Ralph; and Sadie M. Mr. Yocum has been 
a resident of Reading the major part of his 
life, and as a business man, he has won the 
highest respect among the mercantile and 
manufacturing classes. He is a careful, 
shrewd and upright business man, and a 
respecter of the rights of others. As a citi- 
zen, he is pleasant, affable, and approachable, 
with a ready good-will to enter into anything 
that stands for the public good. He knows 
how to get and hold customers, and those 
who deal with Mr. Yocum know that when 
he says a piece of goods is so and so, the 
article will every time come up to the recom- 
mendation. 



WILLIAM H. 
industry ) 
Reading o 



YOCUM. The cigar 
which was started in 
_ on a small scale at the 
beginning of the nineteenth century has 
had a marvelous growth, and has assumed 
vast proportions, to-day ranking among the 
leading industries of the city. At first the 
cigars were made of domestic tobacco, and 
commanded a small price, but times have 
greatly changed, and cigarmaking to-day is 
an art, and requires the employment of none 
but skilled workmen, which fact, combined 
with the heavy tax imposed upon tobacco, 
has increased the price many times over. 
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Chief among the many cigar manufacturing 
plants of America is the establishment con- 
ducted by Yocum Bros., William H. and 
James W., whose portraits are shown on a 
preceding page, both of whom are men of 
experience in that line, and their house is 
largely patronized throughout the United 
States, making it necessary to employ 500 
skilled mechanics to meet the demand for 
their product. The gentleman whose name 
heads these lines, a man of great energy and 
enterprise, is a son of William and Mary Pot- 
teiger) Yocum, and a grandson of George 
Yocum. 

George Yocum, the grandfather of our 
subject, was born at Yocum's Forge, and 
throughout life was engaged in iron manu- 
facturing at Yocum*s Forge, where he passed 
away in the seventy-eighth year of his age. 
Politically, he was a firm supporter of the 
principles of the Republican party, and was 
one of the valued and aggressive citizens of 
his county. He reared a family of six chil- 
dren, four sons and two daughters, each of 
whom became a credit to the community in 
which he lived. William Yocum, our sub- 
ject's father, was also born at Yocum's 
Forge, Berks County, and obtained his intel- 
lectual training in the public schools of that 
vicinity. He then learned the milling busi- 
ness; later he engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits, in which he was very successful, and is 
now living in retirement in Stouchsburg, this 
county. Religiously, he is an active member 
and a consistent worker in the Lutheran 
Church, and has held all the church offices. 
In political affiliations he is an ardent Repub- 
lican, but never aspired to office. He led 
Miss Mary Potteiger to the hymeneal altar, 
and their happy union resultea in the follow- 
ing issue: Clara; James W., a record of 
whose life immediately precedes this sketch ; 
William H.; Valara; and George J. 

William H. Yocum, after attending the 
common schools and obtaining a good educa- 
tion in the English language, learned the 
trade of a cigarmaker, and followed that oc- 
cupation until April, 1881, when he engaged 
in the business for himself, continuing alone 
until July i, 1881, when he took in William 
Smith as a partner. This partnership existed 
until June i, 1883, vvhen Mr. Yocum became 
sole proprietor, and did business alone until 



January i, 1885. In the mean time our sub- 
ject established, on June i, 1884, a factory at 
13 South Sixth street of this city. A new 
partnership was formed January i, 1885, with 
nis brother James W., and they have since 
been engaged in the manufacture of cigars. 
Being possessed of no small degree of energj 
and ambition, they did not pause in their 
labor until the}- had established the largest 
cigar factory in Berks County, and the cigars 
commanded a good sale on the market 
throughout the United States. The instinct- 
ive uprightness of our subject is his dealings 
with his fellowmen, charity for the worthy 
poor, and generous support of all measures 
tending to promote the interests of Church 
and State, mark him as a man worthy of the 
esteem and confidence in which he is held by 
his friends and neighbors. 

Mr. Yocum was united in matrimonial 
bonds F^ebruary 21, 1880, with Emma K. 
Bright, a daughter of Aaron Bright of Bern- 
ville, this county, and this happy union has 
been blessed by the birth of four children, 
who were named as follows: Mary, Howard 
W., Lizzie V., and George L. In politics Mr. 
Yocum is a member of the Republican party, 
whilst in religious views he is a member of 
the Lutheran Church. 



vgi OWARD KOCH. A representative 
,=J citizen of Reading, and a gentleman 
'~^" who has succeeded in life, not as 

the recipient of a legacy, but 
through his own energy and perseverance, is 
the gentleman whose name heads this brief 
narrative, and who is representing the Third 
Ward as alderman. Our subject was born 
in the above city November 28, i86g. 

Mr. Koch received his early training in the 

f)ublic schools of Reading and later graduated 
rom the Reading High School. Starting 
out in the world to battle for himself, he 
engaged in the contracting business with his 
uncle, Elijah Koch, and successfully carried 
on that line of business in Reading for some 
six years. At the expiration of that time 
they dissolved partnership, and our subject 
for some time was manager of the Jefferson 
House of Reading. Mr. Koch is a self made 
man in every respect the word implies, and is 
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recognized as one of the pushing and enter- 
prising business men of the city. 

Mr. Koch is an active member of the P. O. 
S. of A. and has frequently represented that 
order in state conventions. He also takes a 
vast interest in the fire department of the 
city, and is a member of the Reading Hose 
Company, of which he has been president for 
the past two years. Politically, our subject 
is an unwavenng supporter of the Democrat 
party, whose principles he believes in hon- 
estly and sincerely. He has represented his 
fellow-citizens frequently in county and state 
conventions, and at the age of twenty-four 
years he was selected a delegate to the state 
convention, and was probably the youngest 
delegate in that political gathering. In the 
spring of 1898 he was elected alderman from 
the Third Ward, the duties of which office 
he is honestly and faithfully discharging. 
Mr. Koch is greatly interested in the welfare 
of his community, and lends a helping hand 
at every opportunity in aiding it to become 
one of the first in the Keystone State. He is 
an honest and upright citizen, and as such 
enjoys the respect and esteem of his fellow- 
citizens. 




^RS. HANNAH BIEHL is the 
widow of the late Henry Biehl, 
who was a prosperous business 
man and a worthy and highly es- 
teemed citizen of Kutztown. She is a daugh- 
ter of David and Lorinda (Levan) Kirby. 
and granddaughter of Stanley and Hannah 
(Merkel) Kirby. Stanley Kirby, a native 
of ** Bonnie Scotland," early in life emi- 
grated to America and settled in Maiden 
Creek township, Berks County, Pa., where 
he purchased a large tract of land and was 
successfully engaged in the cultivation of the 
soil for the remainder of his life. He passed 
from earth at the age of eighty years. He 
was married to Hannah \ierkel, and they 
were the parents of three children that grew 
to maturity, namely : Solomon ; Hannah ; 
and David. His wife died aged seventy-four 
years. David, the father of our subject, 
received a good education in the public 
schools of his native town ; he then studied 



medicine and later graduated from the Med- 
ical Department of Belvidere College of 
New \ ork City, and immediately began 
practicing his profession in Maiden Creek 
township, and vicinity. He commenced in 
the sadale-bag days, when country physicians 
made j)rofessional calls upon their patients on 
horse-back. He formed a matrimonial alli- 
ance with Lorinda Levan, and two children 
were the results of this union, namely: 
Stanley and Hannah, whose name heads this 
personal history. Dr. Kirby was a solid 
Democrat in politics ; in religious views, he 
was a Lutheran, while his wile was a Metho- 
dist. He entered the world of rest at the 
age of seventy-one years; our subject's 
mother died when seventy-nine years old. 

Miss Hannah Kirby was wedded to Henry 
Biehl, a son of Jacob and Rebecca (Biedler) 
Biehl, and grandson of John C. Biehl. John 
C. Biehl was born in 1765 and was a life-long 
farmer of Maxatawny township, this county ; 
he died in the year 1813. His life companion 
was Elizabeth Dunguse, who was born in 
1770 and died in 1839. This union resulted in 
the birth of four children, who were named 
as follows: Elizabeth; Mary; Hannah; and 
Jacob. Jacob Biehl was born in Maxatawny 
township, this county, in 1794, and passed 
from lite on the homestead in 1848. He 
came into possession of his father's farm, and 
followed the vocation of an agriculturist all 
his life. His wife was Rebecca Biedler, who 
was born in 1797 and died in 1869; their 
children were : Nathan ; Jonathan ; Henry ; 
Catherine; and Mary. After the death of 
Mr. Biehl, his widow moved to Kutztown 
and bought the David Levan property at No. 
242 Main street, where she resided with her 
daughter Mary the rest of her days. Mr. 
Biehl was a stanch Democrat in politics: 
religiously, he and his wife were members of 
the Lutheran Church. 

Henry Biehl acquired a fine education in 
the old Franklin Academy of Kutztown, and 
spent the years of his boyhood and young 
manhood in assisting his lather in the work 
about the homestead. Later he engaged in 
agricultural pursuits on the homestead until 
1859, when he sold the property and became 
a resident of Kutztown, There, in partner- 
ship with Reuben Sharadin he embarked in 
mercantile business under the firm name of 
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Sharadin & Biehl; later J. Daniel Wanner 
succeeded Mr. Sharadin, and the firm was 
known as Wanner & Biehl. They success- 
lully conducted the business a number of 
years, and had established a large patronage, 
when they sold out to Joshua Bieber, and 
our subject's husband retired from the active 
duties of life. In 1857 or 1858 Mr. Biehl 
purchased the Mrs. Pike estate on Main 
street, and immediately removed the old 
buildings which stood upon the property, 
and erected a handsome two story brick, m 
which he resided until death claimed him. 
He also owned the house on Oak street, in 
which Mr. Rothermel now resides; erected 
two brick houses on the north side of the 
bridge on Main street; built a three-story 
brick tenement house ; owned and built the 
machine shops at the end of the bridge : he 
bought a great deal of other property, which 
he would improve and sell again. Politically, 
he was a firm supporter of the principles of 
the Democratic party, and served in the 
borough council, besides being school direc- 
tor and filling other township offices. So- 
cially, he was a member of the I. O. O. F. 

The demise of Henry Biehl occurred at 
Kutztown October 4, 1896, when he was 
aged seventy-four years. He was greatly 
mourned, in that he was loved and respected 
by all who knew him, and he was a man 
widely known and esteemed for his integrity, 
honesty and uprightness, both in his social 
and public life. He was a man of- energy 
and industry, and by his own efforts became 
the possessor of a handsome estate. He com- 
menced life at the foot of the ladder, and 
climbed up without any assistance except the 
respect which his own worth and integrity 
secured for him from all those with whom he 
came in contact. He was a kind father and 
husband, and the esteemed lady whose name 
heads this sketch lost a dear companion at 
his death. Mrs. Biehl is still residing in 
Kutztown, surrounded by numerous friends 
and relatives and enjoying the respect and 
esteem of the entire community, of which 
she has so long been a resident. She was the 
mother of one child, Lawson Jacob, who 
passed from this life as he was about to enter 
manhood, the cause of his death being ty- 
phoid fever. He was a medical student m 
New York City at the time of his demise. 
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EVI H. PRINTZ, a scion of a very 
prominent and old Berks County fam- 
jL^b ily, has attained more than ordi- 

''^^ '"'^ nary success in the pursuance of 
his trade, that of a tailor, which he has fol- 
lowed all of his life. He was born in Read- 
ing, Berks County, July 15, 1837, and is a 
son of John and Rosanna (Hill) Printz. 

The family, which is of sturdy German 
stock, was established in America by the 
great-grandfather of our subject, who prior 
to the Revolutionary War located in Read- 
ing, Pa., on Ninth street, below Franklin, 
where he plied his trade, that of a stocking 
weaver, until his demise. Among the chil- 
dren of whom he was the father was Fred- 
erick Printz, the grandfather of our subject, 
who was born in the city of Reading. The 
latter was one of the pioneer carpenters and 
builders of that city, and met with great 
success in following his trade. He continued 
in that line of work throughout his days, and 

Eassed to his Home beyond the river of 
)eath at the advanced age of seventy-five 
years. 

John Printz, the father of the gentleman 
whose name appears at the head of these 
lines, was born in Reading, on August 18, 
1 801, and was reared to the trade ol a car- 
penter, which he followed in his native town. 
After a long and useful life, he closed his 
eyes in final sleep in August, 1880, at the age 
of seventy-nine years. He was a Democrat 
and active in political affairs, serving in many 
of the city offices and being a member of the 
city council for a number of years. In 
religious attachments he was a consistent 
member of the German Reformed Church. 
He was joined in wedlock with Rosanna 
Hill, who was born in Spring township, 
Berks County, in 1800, and died at the age 
of sixty-six years, by whom he had seven 
children, four of whom are still living. The 
record is as follows: Henry, deceased; Wil- 
liam, deceased ; Susan Ann, the wife of 
William Orth, both of whom are now de- 
ceased ; Christina, the wife of George Bick- 
ley of Reading; John H., a prominent busi- 
ness man of Reading, whose biographical 
sketch appears elsewhere in this volume; 
Levi H., the subject of this personal history ; 
and Frederick, who resides in Reading. 
Levi H. Printz was reared in his native 
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town and received his education in the com- 
mon schools, after which he learned the 
trade of a tailor while still in his youthful 
days. He has since continued at that occu- 
pation, and in point of skill is not surpassed 
by any in Reading. He is a man of many 

food qualities and is held in high esteem by 
is many acquaintances throughout this sec- 
tion of the county. He was united in mar- 
riage with Sarah Ann Reiflf, and one child 
has blessed their happy union, Kate, the wife 
of Edward M. Herbine, a respected citizen 
of Reading. Socially, he is a member of the 
Junior Order of United American Mechan- 
ics, whilst in his religious views he is a mem- 
ber of the German Reformed Church. 



'OHN J. KUENDIG, D. D., an excel- 
lent portrait of whom we take pleasure 
in presenting on the opposite page, 
came to America from that most 
picturesque of all countries, Switzerland ; 
now having made his home in the city 
of Reading for almost forty years, he has 
become so identified with its growth and 
improvement, that it almost appears as if he 
were a part of the city itself. No more 
familiar ngure is to be seen than that of Dr. 
Kuendig, nor is there a man to whom more 
reverence and respect is shown, for he came 
here at an early day, and much of the good 
that has come to the city since his advent is 
associated with his name. His life has been 
devoted to the up-building of Christian char- 
acter, and the good he has accomplished is 
not to be estimated, for it is incalculable. 

Rev. John J. Kuendig is a son of John 
Jacob and Elizabeth (Heuser) Kuendig of 
Zurich, Switzerland, where he first saw the 
light of day December 6, 1830. He received 
a thorough education in the best schools ol 
his native land, prepared for a theological 
course in a polytechnic college of Munich, 
and graduated from the Mission Institute at 
Basle in September, 1858. Fresh from the 
college at Basle he came to America, land- 
ing here near the close of the year 1858, and 
at once entered the theological seminary at 
Gettysburg in order to familiarize himself 
with our language, manners and customs. 
in the followmg fall, 1859, ^^ received his 



first call as assistant pastor of Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Reading. This was 
before his ordination, and permission to 
preach was obtained from the president of 
the synod. He remained in this charge for 
one year, when a new congregation was 
organized, in i860, with the privilege of hold- 
ing services in the old church for one year, 
pending the completion of the new building. 
This new organization, the St. John*s Ger- 
man Lutheran Church, erected a house of 
worship on Walnut street, between Fifth and 
Sixth streets, and elected as pastor our sub- 
ject, who has remained in charge ever since, 
almost forty years. This church is in a very 
flourishing condition, and numbers about fif- 
teen hundred souls at the present time, while 
the Sunday School has an enrollment of eight 
hundred pupils. 

Many improvements and additions have 
been made from time to time since its organi- 
zation, one of the most important, perhaps, 
being the establishment of a parochial school 
in connection with the church. This school 
employs three teachers, two English and one 
German teacher. The church building orig- 
inally cost about $20,000.00, but it has since 
been remodeled at a cost of $27,000.00, and a 
neat chapel has been built on Cotton street, 
between Twelfth and Thirteenth streets. 
This chapel, with the five-acre cemetery, cost 
an additional $12,000.00. The present flour- 
ishing condition of the church was beyond 
the hopes of its founders at the time of its in- 
ception, which was a critical time in the his- 
tory of this country, but the apathy, which is 
characteristic of so many religious denomina- 
tions after a few years of spasmodic progress, 
has been entirely lacking here, and a steady 
progress has attended it through each suc- 
ceeding year. 

Dr. Kuendig was united in matrimony 
with Emily S. Shalters, June 12, i860, and 
two sons have resulted from this union, 
Theophilus and Paul. Theophilus is a teacher 
of music, and Paul is engaged in teaching in 
an Episcopal school in Philadelphia. Dr. 
Kuendig has made an honorable record in 
the city that in its successful outcome will be 
excelled by no other. He has been most 
active in all charitabje work, and his time is 
continually taken up with the performance 
of deeds that have for their object the better- 
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ment of his fellowmen. He is an enthusiast 
in his admiration of the home of his adoption 
in which he has labored so long, and he sees 
in it a resemblance to his native Switzerland. 
In 1888 he was elected treasurer of the 
German Home Mission of the General Coun- 
cil of America, and has since held the office.' 
For a period of fourteen years he was editor 
of the Pilger^ a paper devoted to the work of 
his church in general, and is now the editor 
of the Siloah, the official paper of the Ger- 
man Home Mission. He is an able writer, 
and his pen furnishes some highly interesting 
contributions to the press. He was honored 
by having the degree of Doctor of Divinity 
conferred upon him by the Pennsylvania Col- 
lege at Gettysburg, an honor well deserved. 
He is kindly by nature, strong and fearless 
in the discharge of his duties, and a worthy 
example for tne emulation of the youth of 
to day. 




R. JOHN K. SEAMAN, one of the 
honored and respected citizens of 
the city of Reading, where he en- 
joys a large general practice, in 
which he has been eminently successful in 
every branch, was born Nov. 3, 1844, and is 
a son of Benjamin and Elizabeth (Klein) 
Seaman. 

He is a descendant of the sturdy German 
race, his great-grandfather, Everhart Sea- 
man, having been born in Germany. He 
came to America at an early age and located 
near Hamburg, Berks County, Pa., where he 
was one of the early settlers. He was the 
progenitor of three sons and one daughter. 
The sons, John, George and Jonathan, all 
settled down in the vicinity of Hamburg, 
where many of their descendants still reside. 

John Seaman, the grandfather of our sub- 
ject, followed farming in that section of the 
county all his life and was a very prosper- 
ous man. He was the father of a family of 
four children, three sons and one daughter, 
namely: Joseph; Reuben; Benjamin; and 
Kate, who became the wife of a Mr. Stein 
and moved west. 

Benjamin Seaman, the father ol our sub- 
ject, was born in Tilden township, and 
although he learned the trade of a carpenter 



in early life, his occupation was that of an 
agriculturist. He was a man of more than 
ordinary intelligence, and took an active in- 
terest m advancing the standard of educa- 
tion in the community. He was one of the 
first directors of the public schools when 
they were founded, and was an active 
worker in their behalf. In political belief, 
he was a Republican and held a number of 
the local offices. As a result of his union 
with Elizabeth Klein, three sons and one 
daughter were born, as follows: Dr. John 
K., m whom the interest of this sketch cen- 
ters: Henry, a restauranteur, residing in 
Philadelphia ; Adam, a farmer, living on the 
old homestead ; and Mary, the wife of James 
Dunkleberger, who is engaged in farming in 
Tilden township. 

Dr. John K. Seaman is a gentleman of 
scholarly attainments, having received a 
good common and normal school education. 
He at first attended the public schools of 
Hamburg, receiving both high school and 
private mstruction, after which he took a 
course in the Millersville State Normal 
School. He then taught school for five 
terms in Berks and Schuylkill Counties, 
commencing at the age of seventeen years. 
Under the tutelage of Dr. J. A. Brobst, an 
experienced physician of Bernville, he began 
the study of medicine, after which he entered 
the Bellevue Medical College of New York 
City, from which institution he graduated 
in 1869. He then returned to Bernville 
where he began practice in partnership with 
his former preceptor, continuing for a period 
of one vear, when he moved to Lenhartsville, 
Berks County, in 1871. He entered upon a 
successful practice in that village and re- 
mained there until the spring of 1894, when 
he came to his present field in the cit}' 
of Reading. He has a large general prac- 
tice, and IS held in high esteem by his 
patients, who not only regard him as a physi- 
cian, but as a [friend in whom they may 
safely repose their entire confidence. 

Dr. Seaman was united in the holy bonds 
of wedlock with Permilla Conrad, a" daugh- 
ter of Joseph Conrad of Bernville, and he 
formed a second marital union with Sue 
Peters, a woman whose excellent traits of 
character have won the admiration and love 
of a large circle of friends. Dr. Seaman is a 
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member of the Reading Medical Association, 
the Berks County Medical Society, and has 
served as vice-president of both, and is a 
member of the State Medical Society. In 
political belief, he affiliates with the Republi- 
can party. Religiously, he is a member of 
St. Stephen's Remrmea Church and is treas- 
urer 01 the Building Association, which is 
now erecting a new church in this city, at 
the corner of Ninth and Greenwich streets. 
Sociall3% he is a member of Veteran Castle, 
Knights of the Golden Eagle. Although a 
very busy man, he gives due attention to the 
cultivation of his finer tastes. His library is 
replete with modern works, for busy as he is, 
the Doctor finds time to drink of the Pierian 
Spring, and keeps well abreast of the times. 



-OHN E. SPEARS, proprietor of the 
Spears Cafe at No. 503 Penn street, 
and a bright and hustling business 
man of Reading, was born in the 
above city September 8, 1856, and is a son ol 
Edward G. and Annie (Yeagley) Spears. 

The family is of Scotch origin ; the ances- 
tors ot our subject on both sides of the house 
were residents of Scotland for several cen- 
turies. Grandfather Spears resided in the 
northern part of Berks County, Pa., and was 
among the pioneer iron workers of this 
county, when iron was manufactured by the 
old charcoal process. Edward G. Spears, the 
father of our subject, was born in Berks 
County, and learned the trade of a tailor, 
which line of business he followed all his life. 
He conducted a shop in Reading, and was one 
of the progressive citizens of his community. 
He spent five years in Philadelphia, and then 
returned to Reading, where he passed from 
this life October 9, 1897. Mr. Spears was a 
member of the Union Army during the Civil 
War, serving three years as a member of the 
15th Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf. He was united in 
marriage with Annie Yeagley, and as a result 
of this union eight children were reared — five 
sons and three daughters. 

John E. Spears acquired a liberal education 
in the common schools, and then entered the 
Inter-State Commercial College of Reading. 
Upon leaving school he engaged in the con- 
fectionery business, and conducted a store for 



a period of fourteen years. At the end of 
that time he became a clerk in the Reading 
Brewing Company and remained in its em- 
ploy for six years. In 1893 he opened the 
Spears Cafe at No. 503 Penn street, where 
he has built up a large patronage, and is 
accounted very successful. 

Our subject is a member of Reading Lodge, 
No. 549, r. & A. M.; Harrisburg Consistory, 
No. 320, Scottish Rites ; he has been identi- 
fied with the Fire Department of Reading 
for the past twenty-two years ; has served as 
president of the Firemen's Union two terms ; 
and is at present president of the State Fire- 
men's Association, which is one of the 
strongest organizations in the state. Our 
subject formed a matrimonial alliance with 
Ida Metzger, the ceremony that united them 
being performed March 6, 1876; they are the 
parents of two children, namely : Lillie, born 
July 3, 1878; and Charles, born January 16, 
1886. Mr. Spears has been a resident of 
Reading all his life, and is highly respected 
by his fellow-citizens, who know him to be 
honest and straightforward in all his dealings. 



OHN S. SCHAEFFER is a prominent 
and successful farmer and highly 
esteemed citizen of Richmond town- 
ship, where he owns a fine homestead, 
which consists of 100 acres. He was born on 
the old homestead, now occupied by his 
brother George, September 7, 1838, and is a 
son of Daniel and Margaret (Sell) Schaeffer. 
Daniel Schaeffer was reared in Richmond 
township, and was a life-long farmer ; he suc- 
ceeded in accumulating a fortune and retired 
to Fleetwood, where he was able to pass his 
latter days in comfort and happiness. His 
wife also died in Fleetwood, one was Mar- 
garet Sell, born in Maxatawny township, the 
mother of nine children, who were as follows: 
John S., the subject of this sketch ; George, 
a resident and farmer of Richmond township; 
William, a retired citizen residing in Fleet- 
wood; Philip, deceased; David, also deceased: 
Daniel, a prominent merchant of Reading; 
Mary, deceased ; Carolina, widow of the late 
Charles Messersmith, of Fleetwood; and 
Nathan, a merchant of Fleetwood. 
John S. Schaefler attended the public 
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schools of Fleetwood, was reared upon his 
father's farm, and remained under the par- 
ental roof until his marriage. He then took 
charge of his present farm, which consists of 
some of the best land in Berks County. He 
has greatly improved its condition since tak- 
ing possession of it, and has a fine dwelling, 
good barns and out houses, and all the con- 
veniences for modern and systematic farming. 
November 15, 1863, at the age of twenty- 
five years, he was married to Magdalena 
Peter, who was born in Maiden Creek town- 
shin, April 30, 1842, a daughter of Joseph E. 
and Mary (Barndt) Peter, the former a farmer 
and merchant of Maiden Creek township. 
Three children blessed the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Schaeffer, who are as follows: Mary 
Emma ; Rev. Charles Edmund, pastor of St. 
Mark's Reformed Church of Reading, mar- 
ried Carrie Leinbach ; and Daniel Edgar, a 
graduate of the Reformed Church Theo- 
logical Scmintiry, and now pastor of the 
Leesport charge, near Reading, who was 
united in marriage with Annie Schaeffer. 
Our subject has always voted the Democratic 
ticket, and has served as school director. He 
and his wife hold a membership with the 
Reformed Church of Fleetwood. He and his 
good wife are happy in the possession of 
numerous friends, and their names are syno- 
nyms for loveliness of character and strict 
fidelity to all the relations of life. 




I^.ROF. DAVID S. KECK, the efficient 
llt^) teacher of English Grammar and 
History in the Keystone State Nor- 
mal School of Kutztown, is a man 
prominent throughout the state, and one who 
has done much to advance the educational 
interests of Berks County. He is a son of 
Thomas and Isabella (Kelchner) Keck, and 
was born in Lehigh County, Pa., October 6, 
1852. 

I lis grandfather was Henry Keck, who 
was born in Northampton County, Pa., and 
later located in Lehigh County, where he 
was one of the leading agriculturists and a 
very prominent man. He passed into the 
world of rest at the age of seventy years. 
He was the progenitor of the followmg chil- 
dren: William J.; Thomas, the father of our 



subject ; Mary ; Catherine ; Elizabeth ; and 
Julia, who is the only one living at the pres- 
ent time. 

Thomas Keck, our subject's father, was 
reared on his father's farm, but at an early 
age learned the trade of a slater, and followed 
that his entire life in connection with farm- 
ing. He worked mainly in a quarry, but did 
considerable slate roofing. He was one of 
the progressive and successful business men 
of his community. He died at the age of 
fifty years ; his worthy wife still lives. Mr. 
Keck was united in matrimonial bonds with 
Isabella Kelchner, and they became the 
parents of the following children: Alfred, 
deceased ; William F., deceased ; Mary 
(Polly), who is now living at home ; Amanda, 
deceased ; Louis, who died in infancy- ; Peter, 
who also died in infancy ; David ^., whose 
name appears at the head of these lines ; 
Joseph O., who is living on the homestead 
with his mother; and Frank R., an electri- 
cian by trade. 

Proi. David S. Keck received his primary 
education in the common schools, which was 
supplemented by a thorough course in the 
Keystone State Normal School of Kutztown, 
from which institution he graduated in 1874. 
Immediately, thereafter, he received an ap- 
pointment as principal of the Hamburg High 
School, which position he held for three 
years, and during the following four years 
had charge of the training department of the 
Keystone State Normal School. In 1881 he 
was elected superintendent of the public 
schools of Berks County, and his work was 
given the prominence that was the fruit of 
untiring toil and endeavor to fulfil his duties 
as an educator. He exhibited marked quali- 
fications for the office, and during his term 
of office, which extended over a period of 
nine years, he added much to the efficiency 
of the schools throughout the county. At 
the expiration of that time he went to New 
York City, where he accepted a position in 
the foreign freight department of the Lehigh 
Valley R. R., remaining there one year. He 
was then appointed supervisor of the Indian 
Schools in Arizona, New Mexico, Utah and 
Colorado, and during his residence in the 
West he met with many wild and interesting 
experiences. Not liking life on the frontier, 
however, he returned to Kutztown, after a 
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period of two years* time, and served as pro- 
fessor of history for one year in the Normal 
School. After the death of Professor Neff, 
he became teacher ol English Grammar and 
History, which position he has since held, 
much to the satisfaction of the patrons of 
the school and the pupils themselves. He is 
a man of high ambitions, an industrious and 
energetic worker, and his success in life is 
richly deserved. In 1884 Prof. Keck pur- 
chased two large lots, a part of the old Kutz 
farm, just opposite the Normal School on 
Main street, upon which he erected a hand- 
some brick house, fitted it with all modern 
conveniences, and built a large barn. The 
lawn on each side and in front of the house, 
with large shade trees scattered here and 
there, and with thickly set shrubbery on each 
side ol the walks leading to the house, makes 
it one of the most attractive and valuable 
places in the village. In 1889 he built a 
large brick house on the lot adjoining his 
residence, which he has since sold. His 
house was the second erected on that side of 
Main street, which is now well built up with 
fine houses. 

Prof. Keck formed a matrimonial alliance 
with Susan Kaufman, a daughter of Daniel 
Kaufman, a resident of Maiden Creek town- 
ship, and they are the happy parents of one 
daughter, Laura Isabella, who was born in 
Kutztown, November 27, 1893. In religious 
belief he is a member of the Lutheran 
Church. Politically, he is a stanch supporter 
of the principles of the Democratic party. 
Socially, he is a member of Masonic Lodge, 
No. 377, F. & A. M., of which he is past 
master and for five years was secretary; at 
present he is treasurer. 




R. JEREMIAH S. TREXLER, a 

grominent citizen of Kutztown, 
^^^ ►erks County, is a fit representa- 
tive of the medical profession of 
Berks County, and a gentleman who has at- 
tained distinction as a practitioner by care- 
fully diagnosing his cases and bringing that 
skill to bear in their treatment, which he is 
enabled to do by years of careful study and 
constant practice. His indisputed and pro- 
found knowledge of his profession, and the 



large success which he has won by his perse- 
vering industrj^ and attention to business, 
have given to him the standing and prestige 
he so richly merits. Although his active 
career is now practically closed, his is the 
satisfaction of looking back over years of 
usefulness and thrilling incidents, such as 
occur only when human life hangs in the bal- 
ance, ana his is the privilege of being re- 
garded as a personal benefactor by number- 
less friends whom his skill has helped in some 
way or other. 

Dr. Trexler was born in Lehigh County, 
in 1832, and is a son of James Trexler. The 
latter was also a native of that county, where 
he lived all of his life, attaining considerable 

Erominence as the proprietor of the leading 
otel in his vicinity. 

Our subject early exhibited a studious turn 
of mind, being, when a lad, far advanced in 
his studies for one of his years, and gradu- 
ated from college at an early age, after which 
he began the study of meaicine with Dr. C. 
C. Gerasch. The latter, with rare judgment 
and foresight, recognized in this student the 
qualities which were one day to make him 
famous, and aided him to the extent of his 
ability. After his graduation as a physician 
and surgeon. Dr. Trexler accompanied his 
former preceptor. Dr. Gerasch, to Kutztown, 
where together they engaged in practice, 
and, being men of ability and culture, they 
attained unparalleled success, and won the 
confidence and esteem of the public by their 
care and courteous kindness, no less than by 
-their energy and industry. In 1863, during 
the Civil War, Dr. Trexler enlisted as ser- 
geant in the 73d ' Reg., Pa. Vol. Inf., and 
remained steadfastly in the service until the 
cessation of hostilities and the complete vic- 
tory of the Union. Returning from the 
scenes of carnage at the front, he again took 
up his practice in Kutztown, continuing until 
his retirement some ten years ago. The 
doctor possesses a kindly nature, and while 
he was decidedly successful in his profession 
and accumulated a large estate, he did not 

f)lace a barrier between himself and the less 
ortunate in worldly goods ; but, on the con- 
trary, he was enabled by his position in life 
to alleviate much real suffering. True to the 
noble impulses characteristic of him, he has not 
infrequently treated cases without the hope 
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of compensation, and his friends number the 
old and young alike, he being a particular 
favorite of children. He has at all times 
been interested in the development of Kutz- 
town, and has invested considerable money 
toward the building up of the borough, also 
being a stockholder in most of the enter- 
prises in that section. It was through his 
persistent efforts that the town is now sup- 
plied with water works ; he is president of 
the board of shoe manufacturers, and the 
large iron bridge is another of his improve- 
ments. Besides his beautiful residence in 
Kutztown, he owns the handsome Trexler 
Block, and the Keystone Hotel, the finest in 
the eastern part of Berks County. 

Fraternally, Dr. Trexler is a Thirty-second 
Degree Mason and a member of the Mystic 
Shrine. He has traveled throughout the 
United States and abroad, and few men are 
better versed in matters of public interest. 
Our subject's portrait, that adorns a preced- 
ing page, should prove of interest to his 
friends, and add a decided value to the 
above biography. 



I^ATHANIEL FERGUSON, vice- 
I -J president of the First National Bank 
Itv ^^ Reading, and one of the highly 

^^^^ esteemed and prominent residents 
of Berks County, resides at his home in the 
city of Reading. He was born in Robesonia, 
Berks County, June 5, 1868, and is a son of 
Nathaniel and Amanda (Davenport) Fergu- 
son. 

Nathaniel Ferguson, the father of our sub- 
ject, was a native of Lancaster County, Pa. 
In 1 861 he moved to Robesonia, this county, 
and for twenty-four years was manager and 

fart owner of a furnace located in that place, 
n 1885 our subject's father retired froip 
active life, and moved to Reading, where he 
lived until his death, in the year 1891. He 
was a heavy stockholder and director in the 
First National Bank of Reading, and was 
largely interested in other financial and busi- 
ness institutions of the city. He aided greatly 
in furthering the interests of his county and 
community, and his death was greatly felt 
and deeply lamented. He was a stanch 
Republican, and a life-long member of the 



Presbyterian Church. Mr. Fereuson was 
united in marriage with Amanda Davenport, 
a granddaughter of Judge William Adams 
of Heading, and she passed from this life at 
the age of fifty-one years, She was a mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian Church, and a lady 
greatly respected in the community. Ten 
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson, 
five of whom are living, as follows: Eliza- 
beth, the eldest, was united in marriage with 
Charles L. Hoff of Reading ; Laura is the 
wife of S. H. Leeper of Coatesville, Pa.; 
Nathaniel, whose name heads this brief 
notice; Wilson, a prominent attorney-at-law 
of Reading: and Grace, who became the wife 
of O. S. Doolittle of Reading. 

Our subject spent his younger days under 
the parental roof, and attended the Carroll 
Institute. He is vice-president of the First 
National Bank of Reading ; a member of the 
Berks County Agricultural Society ; Read- 
ing Library ; Wyomissing Club ; and a direc- 
tor of the Pennsylvania Trust Company. 
Mr. Ferguson formed a matrimonial alliance 
with Anna R. Jones, a daughter of Richmond 
R. Jones, a highly respected citizen of Read- 
ing. 



(sTho] 



HOMAS G. WERLEY a dealer in 
^1 horses and cattle, is well known 
^dJL throughout Berks County as an ex- 
pert judge of fine horses, and is a resident of 
Virginville, Richmond township. He was 
born in Albany township, Berks County, 
March i, 1863, and is a son of Daniel and 
Harriett (Greenawalt) Werley, the former of 
Weissenburg township, Lehigh County, and 
the latter a native of Albany township, this 
county. 

Daniel Werley was a tanner by trade, but 
followed the vocation of an agriculturist in 
Lehigh County, Pa. Later he moved to 
Berks County and settled in Albany town- 
ship, where he again followed farming until 
he retired from active work. He was wed- 
ded to Harriett Greenawalt, and a family of 
nine children was born to them : Susan is 
the wife of James Hamm, a resident of 
Weatherly, Pa.; Helen married Joel W. 
Miller of Klinesville, this county ; Louisa is 
the wife of Levi Hilbert, and they reside in 
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Pricetown, Pa.; Janette was wedded to John 
Greenawalt of Windsor Castle, Pa.; Thomas 
G.; Lydia is the wife of Alvin Greenawalt, 
and tney reside on the old homestead in 
Albany township ; Dr. Daniel of Lynnville, 
Lehigh County, Pa., married Miss Alice 
Adams of Virginville, Pa.; and James and 
Harrison, who are deceased. 

Thomas G. Werley first attended the com- 
mon schools of his native town, and then 
took three terms of study in the Keystone 
State Normal School at Kutztown. He then 
engaged in teaching school for three winters, 
after which he took up farming in Greenwich 
township; later he moved to Richmond 
township, where he followed the vocation of 
a farmer for six years. Upon taking up his 
residence in Virginville, he purchased his 
present property and began the buying and 
selling of horses and cattle. Mr. \Verley 
goes West every few weeks, where he buys 
up carloads of horses and cattle. These are 
shipped to Virginville, where Mr. Werley has 
a large sale stable, in which he disposes of his 
stock. He also goes out through the county 
and buys and sells stock. 

Our subject is a strong Democrat, and is 
not an office seeker, but has served in several 
minor offices in the township, and has at- 
tended several county conventions as a dele- 
gate from his township. He is a member of 
St. Peter*s Lutheran Church. January 3, 
1885, he and Amelia Kunkel, a native of 
Lynn township, Lehigh County, and a daugh- 
ter of Peter and Fianna (Tfexler) Kunkel, 
were wedded, and they are the parents of 
six children, namely: one who died in in- 
fancy ; Kirby ; Daisy, deceased ; Clara ; Irvin 
Peter, deceased; and Florence. Our subject 
has been a resident of Virginville for a num- 
ber of years, and during this time he has 
built up a reputation of honesty and straight- 
forwardness, and is held in high esteem by 
his fellow-citizens. 
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ILLIAM H. DECHANT, C. E., a 
engineer and surveyor located 
No. 536 Penn street, Reading, 
Pa., began the struggle for self-support with- 
out means in the capacity of messenger boy 
on the Philadelphia & Reading R. R.; by 



hard, industrious labor he has worked his 
way up to his present enviable standing in 
the community. He was born in Perry 
County, Ohio, and is a son of Rev. Frederick 
W. and Angeline (Boyer) Dechant. 

William Dechant, the grandfather of our 
subject, was born in Germany, and came to 
America at the beginning of the nineteenth 
century, locating in Oley township. He was 
prepared for the ministry in the Reformed 
Church, and had a charge in Oley township 
for many years, and after his death was 
buried in the churchyard. He had consid- 
erable influence and was well known through- 
out the county. He was the progenitor of 
a large familj of children, one of whom was 
Rev. Frederick W., the father of our subject. 

Rev. Frederick W. Dechant was born in 
Oley township, Berks County, December 
25, 1812, and received his intellectual train- 
ing in the public schools of his native town 
and in Mercersburg College, from which he 
graduated. He was prepared for the min- 
istry in the Reformed Church, and was or- 
dained to preach, making the cause of* 
Christianity his life work. His labors were 
mostly in Western Pennsylvania, Ohio and 
Indiana, where he accomplished a great and 
good work. He was an excellent German 
scholar, and worked principally among the 
German people, preaching to them in their 
native tongue. His every aim was to be of 
some help to his fellow-man. He had a high 
ideal of manhood, and lived up to it in every 
respect. He was united in matrimonial bonds 
with Angeline Boyer, a daughter of Henry 
Boyer, after whom the village of Boyertown 
was named, and a member of one of the 
oldest and best known families of Berks 
County. As a result of this happy union, 
the following children were born : Sarah Re- 
becca ; William H., the gentleman whose 
name heads these lines ; Calvin M., who is a 
civil engineer in the employ of our subject ; 
and Adelaide, the wife of Edwin Chamber- 
lain of Reading. 

William H. Dechant received his educa- 
tion in the public schools of Western Penn- 
sylvania and in Philadelphia, after which he 
entered the employ of the Philadelphia & 
Reading R. R. as a messenger boy. He 
then learned telegraphy, and was an operator 
for the same company from 1866 to 1871, 
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when he. was promoted to a position in the 
engineering office of the canal department. 
He then began the study of engineering, and 
after a few months of preliminary work be- 
came assistant engineer, remaining in that 
department until 1884, when he was placed 
in charge as road-master of the Tamaqua 
Division of the P. & R. R. R. After remain- 
ing in that capacity for about one and a half 
years, the company was reorganized and our 
subject was given a division engineership on 
the Mahanoy Division, which embraces all 
of the railroads in the Mahanoy coal fields, 
with headquarters at Mahanoy Plane. By 
that time he had gained largely in experience, 
as his work in connection with the canal 
gave him good training in the construction 
of locks, dams, aqueducts, etc., and in the 
measurement and control of extensive water 
powers. While with the railroad company 
he laid the foundations for the bridge across 
the Susquehanna River at Sunbury, repaired 
and rebuilt the high trestles on the Catawissa 
and the Nesquenoning Valley Branches. 
His many years ot experience in the various 
lines of work created a demand for his ser- 
vices, and, in 1886, he was called to Reading 
to take charge of the miscellaneous engineer- 
ing business of the Kendall Bros., and serve^d 
as manager of that firm for five years. At 
the expiration of that time, or in 1891, he 
succeeaed to the ownership of the business 
and has since conducted it on his own ac- 
count, making a specialty of civil and hy- 
draulic engineering. Some of the most 
important work performed by him since he 
has been establisned in business was for the 
following organizations: Shamokin Water 
Co., Sunbury Water Co., Bloomsburg Water 
Co., Gettysburg Water Co., Birdsboro 
Water Co., the Sinking Springs Water Co., 
the City of Reading Water Department, 
and several water power dams. He has also 
done engineering work for the Mount Penn 
Gravity R. R.; the Neversink Mountain R. 
R., in connection with the latter also putting 
in the electric power plant ; he located the 
Mohnsville & Adamstown R. R., and the 
extension of the Reading & Southwestern 
R. R. He has done engineering work for 
the commissioners on county bridge building 
since 1894, and has always performed it to 
the entire satisfaction of the members of that 



commission. Along the line of contract work 
he performed a very difficult piece of work 
in the laying of a 30 inch cast iron pipe for 
the sewage disposal of the city of Reading, 
and he is now engaged, in company with 
Edwin Chamberlain in laying a line of 36 
inch cast iron pipe in the Susquehanna 
River at Binghamton, N. Y. 

December 15, 1885, Mr. Dechant was united 
in marriage with Rebecca Catherine Hag- 
man, a daughter of Frederick Hagman of 
Philadelphia, and they are the happy parents 
of three children, namely : Frederick H., 
who was born August 31, 1887; Miles B., 
who was born January 9, 1889; and Mary A., 
who was born March 31, 1893. Religiously, 
thev are members of the Reformed Church, 
and^ Mr. Dechant has been an elder in St. 
Paul's Memorial Church of Reading for 
many years. He is a member of the execu- 
tive committee of the Berks County Sabbath 
School Association, which is a branch of the 
state organization. He is much interested 
in all religious workings, and does all he can 
to promote the social and moral standing of 
the community. He is also a member of the 
board of managers of the Y. M. C. A. of 
Reading. 




TANLEY J. KIRBY, who is the 
founder of Kirb^ville, is now resid- 
ing within its hmits, retired from 
the active duties of life. From the 
beginning of his career he has been intimate- 
ly connected with the growth and prosperity 
of the village, and has oeen one of the most 
liberal contributors of time and money for 
the advancement of its interests. This" pros- 
perous and honored citizen was born in 
Maiden Creek township, Berks County, Pa., 
March 14, 1833, ^"d is a son of Dr. David 
and Florinda (Levan) Kirby, and grandson of 
Stanley Kirby. 

The first of the Kirby family to come to 
this country were four brothers who left 
England together, one of whom, Stanley 
Kirby, the great-grandfather of our subject, 
settled in Maiden Creek township, where he 
was engaged in the cultivation of the soil. 
The other brothers settled in different parts 
of the country — one in New York City, one 
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in Illinois, and the other in Chester County, 
Pa. Stanley Kirby, Jr., the grandfather of 
our subject, a native of Maiden Creek town- 
ship, was the proprietor of two large and 
productive farms in the township, and he 
successfully carried on general farming all 
the days ot his life, with the exception of his 
latter years, when he lived in retirement. 
He was the progenitor of a family of twelve 
children, three of whom lived to attain their 
majority, namely : Solomon was a farmer all 
his active days in Richmond township, and 
died at the age of seventy-four years ; our 
subject's father ; and a daughter. Dr. David 
Kirby was born on his father's farm ; upon 
attaining manhood he studied medicine, and 
was regarded as one of the most successful 
and skillful physicians of his community. 
His latter years were spent upon our subject's 
present farm, enjoying the fruits of his early 
toil. He entered the world of rest April 24, 
1878. His wife was Florinda Levan, who 
was born in Kutztown, this county, and died 
in Kutztown, May 3, 1889. Two children 
blessed the home of Mr. and Mrs. Kirby, 
namely : our subject, and Hannah, widow of 
the late Henry Biehl, whose sketch may also 
be found in this work. Dr. David Kirby 
was a leader in all its enterprises, and assisted 
in the building of the village. 

Stanley J. Kirby received his intellectual 
training in the normal school at West Ches- 
ter, Pa., and spent his boyhood days working 
on the farm. When our subject grew to ma- 
turity, he removed to the farm which he in- 
herited from his grandfather, and devoted 
his entire time toward the tilling of the soil ; 
in 1862 he moved to Kirby ville and bought 
his present farm, and has since resided there, 
where he has successfully followed his inde- 
pendent calling. Mr. Kirby is one of the 
most widely known men of Berks County, 
and is recognized as a leader of his commun- 
ity. He has not only been identified with 
the growth and development of his town- 
ship, but of the entire county, and has done 
his share toward bringing it to the high state 
of advancement it occupies in comparison 
with other counties of the state. Our sub- 
ject owns a large farm of 135 acres in Rich- 
mond township; one of 194 acres; and his 
present farm, all of which are highly culti- 
vated and have the best of improvements. 



October 26, 1882, our subject was united 
in marriage with Carolina Kauffman, a native 
of Maiden Creek township, and a daughter 
of Daniel and Mary (Weidenheimer) Kauff- 
man. Mrs. Kirby passed from this life May 
14. 1895 ; she was the mother of three chil- 
dren, all of whom died in their infancy. On 
December i, 1896, our subject formed a sec- 
ond matrimonial alliance with Mary Geehr, 
who was born in Kutztown, this county, 
December 17, 1852, and who is a daughter of 
Jacob and Mary (Hock) Geehr. Her father 
was a cigarmaker, and a veteran of the Civil 
War, serving as a member of Co. G, 74th 
Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf. Mr. Kirby was postmas- 
ter of the village of Kirby ville six years ; 
served twenty-four years as a school director, 
and held other township offices. In politics 
he is an unwavering Democrat, but in local 
elections he votes for the best man. Our 
subject has been connected with the Sinking 
Springs Fire Insurance Co. for the last thirty- 
six years, during which time he has been 
president, a position which he holds at the 
present time. Socially, he is a member of 
Lodge No. 377, F. & A. M., of Kutztown ; 
and Jr. O. U. A. M. of Fleetwood, Pa. Re- 
ligiously, his wife is a member of the Evan- 
gelical Church, while our subject is an at- 
tendant of the Lutheran Church. Mr. Kirby 
has many valuable old relics in his posses- 
sion, such as old deeds and papers, some of 
which have been in the family since 1700. 



ZlA must 



HIGH. In every county there 
be some man at the nead of 

each political organization, a man 
sound judgment and great 
shrewdness, and a natural born leader of 
men, who will not abuse the confidence re- 
posed in him by sacrificing party principle to 
meet personal ends, as is but too often the case, 
to advise them at party councils and caucuses 
and represent them at conventions. The 
gentleman whose name appears at the head 
of these lines occupies such a position in the 
Republican party of Berks County, and it 
may safely be said, without fear of contradic- 
tion, that no man has more ably served his 
party. Mr. High is also one of the progres- 
sive business men of Reading, and in part- 
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nership with his son, Harry S., conducts a 
large tailoring establishment. 

He is a son of Joel and, Marie (May) High, 
and was born in Richmond township, Berks 
County. Pa., December i8, 1849. The family 
is of German descent, but has long been es- 
tablished in this country. Solomon High, 
the grandfather of our subject, was born in 
Richmond township, Berks County, where 
he followed the occupation of a farmer 
throughout life. In political affiliations he 
was at one time a Whig, but during the 
latter years of his life was a member of the 
Republican party. Religiously, he was a 
member of the Reformed Churchy He was 
also a captain in the old state militia. He 
was the progenitor of a family of three chil- 
dren, one son and two daughters. He was 
called to his final home beyond the river of 
death in 1874, and his worthy wife survived 
him many years, dyin^ in 189 1. 

Joel High, our subject's father, also a na- 
tive of Richmond township, after obtaining 
a common school education, turned his at- 
tention to the cultivation of the soil in that 
township. He continued at that occupation 
all through life, and was one of the good, 
substantial farmers of his community. Re- 
ligiously, he was an adherent of the doctrines 
of the Reformed Church. He passed into 
the unknown beyond in 1872, and his wife 
died in 1866. The latter, whose maiden name 
was Marie May, bore him eleven children, 
namely: James; Joel; A. M., a record of 
whose life is here given ; Jacob ; Solomon ; 
Daniel ; Samuel ; Charles ; Wilson, deceased; 
Emma, deceased; and Mary, who is also 
deceased. 

A. M. High, who is a man of liberal edu- 
cation and well versed on all subjects of 
interest to the people, attended the common 
schools in youth, and later took a course in 
the Keystone State Normal School of Kutz- 
town. He then taught school for two terms, 
after which he clerked in a general store at 
Fleetwood, Berks County. After remaining 
there one year, he moved to Reading in 1868, 
and accepted a clerical position in the dry 
goods store of D. H. Brown, continuing for 
one year, when he held a similar position in 
a general store for one and a half years. He 
then embarked in business for himself, estab- 
lishing a tailor shop at No. 824 Penn street. 



where he was successfully engaged for nine- 
teen years. He was then associated with 
John Keger in the same line of business, but 
after a period of three years the latter was 
succeeded by Mr. High's son. They carry a 
large stock of goods of a high quality, and 
have their share of the trade of Reading. 
The larger portion of Mr. High's attention 
is taken up with matters of a political nature, 
in which he has attained the greatest distinc- 
tion. Since his first arrival in Reading he 
has been an active worker in the Republican 
party, but has never held any office. In 
1887 ne was one of the candidates for dele- 
gate to the national convention, and after a 
hot fight was elected by acclamation. At the 
convention in Chicago, in 1888, six times he 
cast his vote in favor of John Sherman, but 
upon the seventh ballot he supported Ben- 
jamin Harrison, who received the nomina- 
tion. He took an active part in the campaign 
and gained many votes for the party. He 
became a candidate for the postmastership of 
Reading and was turned down, but not with- 
out a hard fight. Six months later he was 
again elected as national delegate, and at the 
convention supported James G. Blaine. Upon 
returning home, he continued as the popular 
leader of the party, and in 1895 was for the 
third time elected delegate to the national 
convention. His services at the head of the 
organization were invaluable to the cause, 
and by his honest and energetic methods 
of conducting the campaign he gained a 
large number of friends, many of them being 
opposed to him in party principles. At 
present he is a popular candidate for the 
position of postmaster of Reading, with in 
dications favorable for his appointment. In 
the character of Mr. High there is much 
that even his bitterest opponents cannot but 
admire. He is filled witn generous emotions, 
always ready and even eager to help others 
who have not been as fortunate as he, and his 
personal magnetism is always felt in his 
dealings with men. 

Mr. liigh was united in the holy bonds of 
matrimony with Lizzie Delp, and they be- 
came the proud parents of three children, as 
follows: Harry S.; Howard J., deceased; 
and Wayne M. As one of the best known 
men in Berks County, who has been prom- 
inent in Republican party circles in Reading 
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for many years, Mr. High is entitled to rank 
with the most representative citizens of the 
county, and it is with feelings of satisfaction 
that the publishers of this volume present 
his portrait on a preceding page. 



If: 



ILLIAM F. SEIDEL, postmaster 
of Bower's Station, Maxatawny 
township, and proprietor of a gen- 
eral merchandise store, is one of the most 
respected and popular citizens in his district, 
and has befen a resident of the town for the 
past twenty years. He is a son of William 
and Susanna (Dreibelbis) Seidel, and was 
born in Windsor township, Berks County, 
October 29, 1856. 

William Seidel is a native of Windsor 
township, and has followed the pursuits of an 
agriculturist all his life in that township. He 
was united in marriage with Susanna Drei- 
belbis, a native of Richmond township, and 
they reared a family of nine children, who 
were as follows : Ellen ; Charles ; William F., 
the subject of this sketch; Fannie I.; Mahlon 
D.; Susan C; Mary M.; George D.; and 
Richard, deceased. 

William F. Seidel is mainly self-educated, 
having received only a common school edu- 
cation. He remained on his father s farm 
until he reached the age of nineteen years, 
when he began to work on a farm in Bucks 
County, Pa., being thus occupied but one 
year, removing then to Reading and clerking 
in a grocery store for a year. Upon moving 
to Bower's Station he formed a partnership 
with Hiram Kauffman and embarked in the 
grocery business ; at the end of two years 
Mr. Kauffman sold his interest to Mahlon D. 
Seidel, the brother of our subject, and they 
carried on the business for two years. The 
partnership ceasing at the expiration of that 
time, our subject has since carried on the 
store alone, and because of his popularity 
and straightforward dealings he has succeed- 
ed in establishing a large and satisfactory 
patronage, that well rewards him for his 
efforts. 

Mr. Seidel chose for his life-companion 
Barbara Kline, daughter of Charles A. and 
Susanna (Kutz) Kline. Mr. Kline clerks in a 
store in Colorado. Three children have 

7* 



blessed the home of Mr. and Mrs. Seidel, as 
follows: John F.; Helen S.; and George K. 
Mr. Seidel is a member of the Lutheran 
Church and his wife is a member of the Re- 
formed Church. He is a Democrat in poli- 
tics, watches all local and general political 
movements with interest, and uses his influ- 
ence for the promotion ot the good of his 
state and community. He has served as 
postmaster ever since he has been a resident 
of the town, and is now township auditor. 
Socially, he is a member of Lyons Lodge 
No. 102, Knights of Pythias. 

Mr. Seidel is a first-class business man, 
upright and honorable in his transactions, 
and has one of the best stores in the town. 
He is a great favorite socially, and the home 
of himself and wife is a pleasant resort for 
the cultured people of their acquaintance. 




ir^JTlSTAV A. ENDLICH, LL.D., law 
^ I writer and jurist, was born January 
tfU- 29, 1856, in Lower Alsace township, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, and is the son 
of John and Emma N. (Miller) Endlich. His 
father was a native of Hesse Darmstadt, 
Germany (born March 30, 1819), and received 
a thorough education, embracing, also, a 
special training in music, for which art he 
possessed both an original talent and early 
predilection. For a time he held a position 
in the government department of forestry, 
and in 1839 emigrated to America, locating 
in the city oi Reading, Pennsylvania, where 
for some years he taught music and engaged 
in musical composition. His works in the 
department of sacred music, to which at a 
later period he devoted more especial atten- 
tion, received highly favorable recognition 
both here and abroad, and were extensively 
employed in the liturgy and service of the 
Lutheran Church. In nis political faith he 
was a Democrat of the old school, partici- 
pating actively in both local and state cam- 
paigns, and in 1857 was appointed by Presi- 
aent Buchanan United States Consul to 
Basle, Switzerland, which post he held for 
four years. 

He married, in 1845, Emma N. (born April 
15, 1 8 19), daughter of the Rev. Jacob Miller, 
D. D., who was lor fortj'-two years a promi- 
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nent minister ot the Lutheran Church, and, 
from 1829 till his death in 1850, pastor of the 
Trinity Lutheran Church of Reading. The 
children of the marriage who survived to 
maturity were: Emma A., Frederick M., and 
Gustav A., the subject of this sketch— all of 
whom shared the intellectuality of the pa- 
rents. Miss Emma Endlich is possessed of 
marked literary talent, which she has em- 
ployed principally in the interests of the pub- 
lications of the Lutheran Church, a number 
of translations from the German and Swedish 
literature which she has issued attesting her 
skill and proficiency in a department of labor 
to which she has devoted many years ot her 
active and useful life. Frederick M. Endlich 
holds the degree of Doctor of Natural Sci- 
ences from the University at Tubingen, is a 
specialist in mineralogy and geology, and has 
for some years past been exercising the duties 
of that profession in New Mexico, California 
and Arizona. 

During the interval between 1866 and 1872 
Mr. John Endlich resided with his family in 
Germany, in order to give his sons the bene- 
fit of a thorough preliminary training in the 
schools of Stuttgart, Ti'ibingen and Darm- 
stadt, his labors to that end being, as has 
been already evident, abundantly rewarded 
in results. Distinguished for the purity of 
his life, the amiability of his character and 
the dignity and grace of his manners, he 
spent the evening of his days in retirement 
at his handsome seat near Reading, his death 
occurring on January 18, 1892, when well 
advanced in the seventy-third year of his 
age. 

Having enjoyed the advantages of the train- 
ing of the foreign schools before mentioned, 
Gustav A. Endlich, upon the return of his 
family from Germany, in 1872, entered 
Princeton University, where his aptitude and 
application to his studies attracted the lavor- 
able notice of the faculty and secured for him 
the first honors of his class in his junior 
year. He graduated with distinction in 1875, 
and in the same year began the study of the 
law in the office of George F. Baer, Esq., a 
leading practitioner of the Berks County bar, 
and was admitted to practice November 12, 
1877. In the following year the degree of 
Master of Arts was conferred upon him by 
his Alma Mater. He was later admitted to 



practice in the Supreme Court of Pennsyl- 
vania, and in 1887 to the bar of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

His inclination to legal authorship was 
early developed, and in 1882 he published 
his first work, entitled, ** The Law of Build- 
ing Associations in the United States,** a 
volume of about seven hundred pages, of 
which he issued in 1895 a revised edition. 
The work has been recognized as standard 
authority upon the subject of which it treats, 
and has frequently been cited with approval 
by the highest courts in Pennsylvania and 
other states. This was followed in 1884 by 
a treatise on ** The Law of Affidavits of 
Defense in Pennsylvania,'* which received 
equally favorable indorsement by the Su- 
preme Court of the State, and, in 1885, by 
two volumes of the Decisions of the Honor- 
able Warren J. Woodward, President Law 
Judge of the several courts of Berks County 
from 1 86 1 to 1874, and subsequently an Asso- 
ciate Justice of the Supreme Court of Penn- 
sylvania. In 1888, Mr. Endlich published his 
most considerable work, which, more widely 
than any other, has established the reputa- 
tion of the learned author. This was the 
** Commentaries on the Interpretation of 
Statutes,** a volume of between eight and 
nine hundred pages, containing citations of 
upwards of eight thousand decided cases in 
illustration of the text. It is received as a 
leading authority in the courts throughout 
the country, ana has elicited high commen- 
dation from the Bench and Bar for its accu- 
racy and completeness. In 1889, ^^ associa- 
tion with Louis Richards, Esq., a member of 
the Berks County Bar, likewise engaged in 
the literary line of the profession, he issued a 
treatise upon ** The Rights and Liabilities of 
Married Women in Pennsylvania,** a work 
devoted largely to the elucidation of the 
then recent act of assembly of 1887, which 
materially enlarged the rights and contrac- 
tual powers of femmes covert with respect 
to their separate property. With few excep- 
tions the theories and opinions advanced by 
the authors upon questions arising for the 
first time in Pennsylvania subsequently re- 
ceived the approval of the Supreme Court. 

The manifest qualifications of Mr. Endlich 
for the judicial otfice procured for him in 
the fall of 1889 the nomination and election 
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to the position of Additional Law Judge of 
the Court of Common Pleas of the Twenty- 
third (Berks) Judicial District, upon the du- 
ties of which he entered in January, 1890, 
for the term of ten years. During the pe- 
riod in which he has filled that station his 
administration has been characterized by un- 
remitting industry, marked ability and offi- 
cial independence — qualities which have 
secured for him a high reputation as a jurist 
throughout the state, and the general appro- 
bation of the bar and people of his constitu- 
ency. No member of tne Common Pleas 
bench, it may be asserted, ranks higher as an 
authority in the law, or excels him in energy 
of application to business, celerity of method 
and quick apprehension of the point in issue. 
His written opinions, now numbering up- 
wards of five hundred-, are models of re- 
search, accuracy and completeness, and con- 
tain much material of permanent value in 
the elucidation of the respective subjects 
considered. By request of his judicial 
brethren in other districts, he has frequently 
presided in the courts of various counties of 
the state, in some instances for entire terms 
for the dispatch of accumulated business, and 
in others to supply casual vacancies. The 
very large proportion of his opinions which 
have been affirmed by the Supreme and Su- 
perior Courts, attest the general soundness 
of his judicial conclusions. 

In addition to his official labors, Judge End- 
lich has found time to prepare and deliver 
addresses upon various topics of the law 
before law schools and bar associations in 
different parts of the state, some of which 
have appeared in the legal periodicals. An 
address upon the Law 01 Expert Testimony, 
read before the Pennsylvania Bar Associa- 
tion at its annual meeting in July, 1898, 
attracted much attention from the profession 
at large as a scholarly and suggestive eluci- 
dation of a difficult subject. For several 
years immediately succeeding his election to 
the Bench he was the editor of the Criminal 
Law Magazine and Reporter. In 1898 the 
degree of Doctor of Laws was conferred 
upon him by Muhlenberg College, Allen- 
town, Pa. 

In his political adherence, Judge Endlich 
is a Democrat, and in his church connection 
a Lutheran, having served for some years 



past as an elder of Trinity Lutheran Church 
of Reading, and also as a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania. As a citizen he is public 
spirited, and held in just esteem by all classes 
of the community in which he lives. His 
domestic relations are felicitous and exem- 
plar\'- He married, in 1883, Amy Duffield, 
of Bucks County, Pennsylvania, and of their 
four children two daughters are living. 




ACOB WEIDEL, mayor of the city of 
Reading, has proved in his adminis- 
tration of civic affairs since 1896 that 
his executive ability is of the highest 
order, and that the position of Reading's 
mayor could not have been more satisfac- 
torily filled than when he was made the 
choice of the people. He has hosts of 
friends in every walk of life, who have been 
attracted to him by his strong, fearless, reso- 
lute character, and by the unswerving integ- 
rity of his conduct. He possesses in the 
fullest degree the esteem, respect and confi- 
dence of the community, that has delighted 
to honor him. 

Our subject was born in Lebanon County, 
Pa.; after graduating from Pennsylvania Col- 
lege at Gettysburg, he became a student in 
the Harvard University Law School, from 
which institution of merit he received a 
diploma, and was admitted to the Lebanon 
County Bar. Before he was able to build up 
a large practice, the war between the North 
and South broke out, and Mr. Weidel, true 
to his patriotic instincts, entered the Union 
Army as a captain of the 209th Pa. Vol. Inf., 
in Gen. John F. Hartranft*s third division. 
When not engaged with his command, he 
was assigned to division headquarters, and 
acted as judge-advocate in conducting courts- 
martial up to the last days of the war. Of 
all the verdicts returned in his court but one 
was ever reversed. When he returned to 
Lebanon, he resumed his practice, and served 
several years in the borough council. In 
1877, Mr. Weidel came to this city to join the 
staff of The Reading Times, and continued to 
be a reporter on that paper for six years, 
when he became editor of the Reading Daily 
NewSy and remained with that newspaper 
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until its suspension in 1888. He helped to 
establish the Reading Telegram in the loUow- 
in^ year, and edited the paper for two years. 
Then after an absence from the journalistic 
field for several years he returned to The 
Times, In 1896 he was elected mayor ot 
Reading, and still continues to hold that 
ofTice. His friends have presented his name 
for the Democratic nomination for state 
treasurer. As a journalist he is a deep 
thinker and trenchant writer, with a ready 
grasp of all matters of public moment, and 
his editorials have been of great benefit on 
more than one occasion in forming and mold- 
ing public opinion. He is a sociable and 
pleasant gentleman, and has very few ene- 
mies, for all who know him admire his manly 
qualities. As a public-spirited citizen he has 
discharged every duty that has devolved 
upon him with creditable zeal, and with an 
understanding of what was required. In his 
term of office Mr. Weidel has, as much as 
lay in his power, favored public improve- 
ments of the most advanced nature, thus 
championing the best interests ot the city. 
The streets, especially, have come in for a 
great deal ot attention, and have been vastly 
benefitted ; it was mainly through our sub- 
ject's untiring efforts that asphalt pavements 
were introduced ; they are now being put 
down on several streets, with general satis- 
faction to all, though not without some deter- 
mined opposition. If popularity counts for 
much, he is certainly one of the most popu- 
lar and well-liked officials the city of Read- 
ing has ever had, and it is with pleasure that 
we show his portrait on a preceding page. 



B 



R. HARRISON TYLER WIT- 
MAN, an old and distinguished 
\Q J practitioner of medicine in Read- 
ing, is also a veteran ot the Civil 
War, during which struggle he rendered val- 
uable aid to the cause ot the Union, and was 
brcvetted a major surgeon by Secretary of 
War, Edwin M. Stanton, for distinguished 
and meritorious conduct at Bethesda Church, 
Va. He is a son of Alexander Hamilton and 
Elizabeth (Old) Witman, and was born in 
Reading, December 12, 1837. 



He is a member of an old and well known 
family of Reading, his grandfather, Henry 
Witman, having made the city his home 
throughout life. Alexander Hamilton Wit- 
man, the father of our subject, was born in 
Reading in the year 1800, and was educated 
in the public schools, after which he was 
prepared for the medical profession in the 
Medical Department of the University of 
Pennsylvania, from which he graduated in 
1 82 1. Immediately thereafter he returned to 
Reading and entered upon a practice, con- 
tinuing with much success until his death, 
which occurred in January, 1869. Although 
a man of advanced years when the Civil War 
was under headway, inspired by patriotic 
feelings he enlisted as surgeon in tne i66th 
Reg. ra. Vol. Inf. from Berks County, in 1863, 
and served for one year. In political affilia- 
tions he was originally a Whig, but later 
became a Republican, being the first mem- 
ber of the latter party to serve in the capac- 
ity of prothonotary of Berks County. In 
religious attachments he was a faithful mem- 
ber of the Lutheran Church. He was joined 
in wedlock with Elizabeth Old, whose great- 
grandfather on the maternal side was Baron 
Steigel, a prominent iron manufacturer of 
Manheim, Lancaster County, who manufac- 
tured the famous ten plate strove. This happy 
union was blessed by the birth of the follow- 
ing children : Henry Noland, deceased, a 
carpenter and builder of Indianapolis, Ind., 
who was born March 18, 1829; William, born 
February 6, 1833, died on July 24th of the 
same year ; Harrison Tyler, the subject of 
this personal history ; Morgan O., a contrac- 
tor and builder, born in Reading in 1844, and 
died in St. Louis, Mo., in 1883: Emily, born 
October 8, 1831, and died on March 26th of 
the following year; Ellen G., the wife of 
Henry Ruth of Reading, was born in 1835, 
and died in 1893; Caroline M., was the wife 
of Dr. William E. Schlemm, was born June 
3, 1835, and died in 1890; and Emil}', born 
in 1842, who died in her infancy. 

Dr. Harrison Tyler Witman,'after complet- 
ing the required course in the public schools 
of Reading, entered Jefferson Medical Col- 
lege of Philadelphia, and was graduated in 
1 86 1, upon the completion of a lull course. 
Immediately thereafter he enlisted for a term 
of three months as a surgeon in the 42d Reg., 
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Pa. Vol. Inf., and subsequently re-enlisted in 
the 5th Reg. Pa. Reserves for three years. 
He served faithfully in the Army of the 
Potomac, and participated in a number of 
important battles, including the battles of the 
Wilderness and Spottsylvania Court House, 
in which he escaped unscathed, but at the 
battle of Bethesda Church, Va., just previous 
to the expiration of his term, he was severely 
wounded in his legs while in the discharge 
of his duty. His bravery in this engage- 
ment was afterwards rewarded by the Secre- 
tary of War, who brevetted him major 
surgeon. The wounds which he received 
necessitated his leaving the field, and he was 
taken home to recuperate, remaining there 
from May 30, 1864, until July 24, 1864, when 
he was mustered out, though not entirely 
recovered. His third term of enlistment was 
with the 195th Reg., Pa. Vol. Inf., for a per- 
iod of 100 days, during which he greatly suf- 
fered from his partially healed wounds, but 
his love of country andf the activity of army 
life would not suffer him to remain home. 
His term expired on March i, 1865, and he 
re-enlisted for one year, but the war ended 
soon after, and his services were only re- 
quired until February i, 1866. During the 
closing of the war he was with the Army of 
the Shenandoah, and after September i, 1865, 
he was placed on guard duty at Washington, 
during which time he witnessed the execution 
of Wirz, keeper of Andersonville Prison, who 
was taken to that city, confronted with his 
crimes on trial, and sentenced to be hanged. 
In 1898, when the Spanish- American War 
broke out. Dr. Witman gave vent to his 
patriotic ardor, which has not abated a 
whit since his jounger days, by promptly 
offering his services as a surgeon, and in reply 
he received a letter from Surgeon-General 
Sternberg, stating that his application would 
receive due attention. After the close of the 
Civil War he moved to Indianapolis, in 1867, 
where he practiced until 1880, since which 
date he has been actively engaged in prac- 
tice in Reading. He has many patients in 
the community who love him as a true friend 
as well as a conscientious and faithful phy- 
sician. 

Dr. Witman was united in marriage, Octo- 
ber 13, 1859, ^^^^ Valeria Phillippi, and their 
union has been blessed with the following 



issue: Charles E., who was born July 23, 
i860, married Lillie E. Hoatz of Slatington, 
Lehigh County, and formerly operated a 
laundry, it being the first in the city of Read- 
ing; Morgan O., born December 23, 1862, 
was also a laundryman for some years, but 
at the present is not identified with any 
business — he is the father of one son, Robert 
Miller Joseph, who was born March 24, 1887; 
Milton, who was born March 13. 1865, died 
November 9, 1883, just after having gradu- 
ated from the Reading High School ; and 
Harry Hutchinson, now the proprietor of a 
gentlemen's clothing establishment in New 
York City, who was born in Indianapolis, Ind., 
December 3, 1868. Politically, the Doctor is 
a stanch Republican, and has always taken a 
deep interest in political matters. During 
the Harrison administration his name was 

Eut forth by his friends with such vigor that 
e nearly received the appointment of post- 
master of Reading. He nas served one term 
as a member of the city council from the 
Fourth Ward. Fraternally, he is a member 
of Centre Lodge, No. 23, F. & A. M., of 
Indianapolis, and is also a member of the 
Berks County Medical Society. Religiously, 
he is a consistent member ot the Universalist 
Church, and at one time was a member of 
the vestry. 



tMOS S. GREENAWALT. Among 
the thrifty and energetic business 
men of Kempton, Albany town- 
<-• ship, is the gentleman whose name 
heads this brief notice, and who conducts a 
general mercantile store. He was born at 
Greenawalt Station, Albany township, this 
county, October 31, 1845, and is a son of 
Amos and Judith fStein) Greenawalt. 

John Greenawalt, the grandfather of our 
subject, was the first of the name to locate in 
Berks County. He was an extensive land 
owner, and was engaged in the tilling of the 
soil ; he also operated a distillery. Amos 
Greenawalt, the lather of our subject, was 
reared in Albany township, and conducted a 
hotel at Greenawalt Station ; he also carried 
on general farming until the time of his 
deatn. He was joined in wedlock with 
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Judith Stein, and they were the parents of 
fourteen children, namely : William, a well- 
to-do farmer of Greenwich township; Amos 
S., our subject; Moses, a prominent farmer 
of Schuylkill County ; Alired, a teacher in 
the schools and organist in the Union Church 
at Bernville ; Susanna is the wife of David 
D. Fister, a resident of Grimville, this county; 
Eliza married James Bitner, a resident of 
Leinbach ; Matilda wedded Seth Heinly of 
Albany township : Mary was united in mar- 
riage to George Dreibelbis, a miller residing 
in Reading; the following are deceased: 
John; George ; Solomon ; Catherine, the wife 
of Samuel G. De Turk ; Leah ; and Emma, 
the wife of Samuel Oswald. 

Amos S. Greenawalt received only a com- 
mon school education, and beginning at the 
age of twenty -two years he taught school in 
Albany township fourteen terms; after his 
marriage he engaged in farming. In 1882 he 
embarked in the mercantile business in 
Albany township, and carried on that line pi 
business for seven years; at the expiration of. 
that time, he purchased his present store, and 
has successfully operated it until the present 
date. He has added a complete line of the 
goods usually kept in a general store, and by 
his industrious efforts he has succeeded in 
establishing a paying patronage. He also 
owns a farm of 260 acres of finely improved 
land, and carries on general farming in con- 
nection with his store. 

Mr. Greenawalt was joined in the bonds of 
matrimony October 9, 1869, with Eliza Diet- 
rich, who was born in Greenwich township 
May 18, 1849, ^ daughter of Samuel P. and 
Sarah (Heinly) Dietrich, her father being a 
farmer of Greenwich township. As a result 
of this union three children were born, as 
follows: Nora, born January 2, i87i,is the 
wife of Amandus A. Weisner of Kempton : 
Edgar D., born March 18, 1872, is a school 
teacher in the village of Wessnersville, Berks 
County ; and Anna, born November 28, 1874, 
who resides at home. Mrs. Greenawalt 
passed from this life March 8, 1876. Our 
subject formed a second matrimonial alliance 
December 24, 1881, with Mary Burkey, a 
native of Greenwich township, who was born 
September 10, i860, a daughter of Benjamin 
and Mary Ann (CroU) Burkey. Her father 
was a charcoal burner, and now resides with 



our subject. To Mr. and Mrs. Greenawalt 
were born two children, namely: Abner, 
born May 25, 1882; and Anson R., born 
March 11, 1884. Our subject upholds Re- 
publican principles, and lor seven years he 
was assistant postmaster of Albany P. O. 
Mrs. Greenawalt is a member of the Luth- 
eran Church, while Mr. Greenawalt is an 
active member of the Reformed Church, and 
is superintendent and president of the Third 
District of Sunday Schools, having fifteen 
schools in his charge throughout the county. 




OLOMON STETLER, after a long 
life of activity, is passing his sunset 
years in the village of Lyons, Max- 
atawny township, where he is living 
jn retirement in one of the most beautiful 
residences of that village. He was engaged 
in' farming for some years, but prior to his 
retirement he conducted a hotel two miles 
oiifside the village of Swamp, Montgomery 
County. He is a son of Henry and Elizabeth 
(Fillraan) Stetler, and was born in Montgom- 
ery County, September 26, 18 17. 

Henry Stetler was born in Montgomery 
County, and lived there all of his life, work- 
ing in the tailoring business. He was united 
in marriage with Elizabeth Fillman, who was 
also a native of Montgomery County, and 
they became the parents of^ nine children, 
whose names are as follows: Solomon, the 
subject of this personal history ; Rudolph, 
who is living in retirement at Pottstown, is 
the father of four children, all of whom are 
sadly afflicted, being both deaf and dumb; 
Mary, who is the wife of Josiah Raysor, a 
resident of Montgomery County ; Elizabeth, 
deceased; Catherine, the relict of George 
Dingier, a resident of Montgomery County ; 
Maria, deceased: Isaac, who lives in Mont- 
gomery County; Franklin, a resident of 
rott*s Grove, married Catherine Hallman; 
and Sarah, the wife of Jeremiah Romig. 

Solomon Stetler received his education in 
the common schools of his native town, and 
was reared on the farm. Mr. Stetler is what 
may be termed the architect of his own for- 
tunes, as he began as a hired hand on a farm, 
and by perseverance and untiring energy he 
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gradually ascended the ladder of life, step by 
step, until he attained his present station, and 
acquired a competency that enables him to 
spend his declinmg days in ease and comfort 
in his own home, surrounded by his family 
and friends. At the age of twenty-four 
years he began life on his own account, and 
worked as a farm hand for some ten years. 
He then learned the trade of a tinner, which 
he followed for two years in Pottstown, after 
which he bought a hotel at Swamp, New 
Hanover township, which he conducted until 
his retirement in 1885. He conducted a 
first-class hostelry in every respect, and made 
it his chief aim to see that his guests were 
always comfortable and satisfied, and, be it 
to his credit, it was one of the most popular 
hotels in the county at that time. Upon re- 
tiring he moved to the village of Lyons, 
Maxatawny township, this county, where he 
purchased a fine home and has since resided. 
He owns considerable other property besides 
his residence, namely : the keystone Hotel 
at Boyertown, the American Hotel at Lyons, 
a house in Pottstown, and several farms in 
Montgomery County. 

Our subject has twice taken marriage 
vows, his first wife being Esther Riegner, to 
whom he was married November 21, 1839. 
They reared the following children: Malinda, 
deceased ; Melara, deceased ; Franklin, a car- 
penter livinp^ in Pottstown, married Emma 
Buck ; William, a butcher residing in Potts- 
town, married Mary Boyer; Henry, Reuben, 
and John, all died in childhood. His second 
union was with the widow of Jerus Hotten- 
stein, whose maiden name was Eliza Jane 
Wagonhurst. Their marriage occurred Jan- 
uary 8, 1885. Mr. Stetler is a member of the 
Lutheran Church, but his beloved wife ad- 
heres to the faith of the Reformed Church. 
Politically, he is a firm supporter of the 
principles of the Democratic party. He is of 
a kind and genial disposition and has a large 
circle of friends. 



fSAAC S. SPATZ. This Book of Biog- 
raphies would indeed be incomplete 
were not mention made of the gentle- 
man, whose name appears above, and 
whose portrait is shown on the opposite 



page. He is a representative business man 
of Cumru township, where he operates sev- 
eral large manufacturing plants, in some of 
which he is sole owner, and in others part pro- 
prietor. These concerns include the Globe 
Hat Co., manufacturers of wool hats; Penn 
Straw Hat Works of Mohnsville; J. H. 
Spatz & Co., manufacturers of wool hats, of 
which concern he is president and secretary ; 
Wyomissing Hosiery Mills of Mohnsville ; 
and Reinhold's Station Hosiery Mills, of 
which he has had charge since 1885. He re- 
sides in the village of Mohnsville, and is held 
in high esteem by a large circle of acquaint- 
ances, who regard him as a man of worth 
and influence in that section. He is a son of 
John H. and Mary (Snader) Spatz, and was 
born in Mohnsville, Cumru township, Berks 
County, October 15, 1857. 

John H. Spatz, to whom much credit is 
due for the thriving and prosperous condi- 
tion of Mohnsville, was born in Reading, 
Berks County, but was reared in Chester 
County, where he learned the trade of a 
wheelwright and blacksmith, which he fol- 
lowed for some twenty years. In 1848 or 
1850 he moved to Mohnsville, where he pur- 
chased a farm and engaged in tilling the soil 
for several years. In 1870 he became asso- 
ciated with a company which for three years 
was engaged in the manufacture of wool 
hats, the partnership being dissolved in 1873. 
He then built what is now known as the low- 
er factory, and organized the firm, Spatz, 
Mohn & Co.; the firm engaged in the manu- 
facture of hats until 1879, when it was 
merged into J. H. Spatz & Co., and a new 
mill was erected. He continued to operate 
this with more than ordinary success until 
his^ death, which occurred Januarj' 10, 1887. 
He was a very active and enterprising busi- 
ness man, dealing largely in real estate. He 
was well known throughout his section of 
the county, and erected many of the first 
houses of Mohnsville. Mr. Spatz was also 
the proprietor of the Wyomissing Hat Co. 
for seven years, and was a member of the 
Mohnsville Water Co. In politics, he sup- 
ported the principles of the Republican 
party. He was a member of the Evangeli- 
cal Church and was a very active worker, 
being a class leader and a steward. He was 
united in marriage with Mary Snader, a na- 



Digitized by 



Google 



146 



BOOK OF BIOGRAPHIES 



tive of Terry Hill, Lancaster Co., Pa., and 
they became the happy parents of the follow- 
ing children : Emma, the wife of J. G. Mohn, 
a hat manufacturer of Reading ; Isaac S., the 
subject of this biographical sketch ; Anna, 
who married Aaron Warner, a hat manufac- 
turer of Mohnsville ; and Susan, the wife of 
Monroe Kellion, also a hat manufacturer of 
Mohnsville. 

Isaac S. Spatz has always lived in his na- 
tive town ; he obtained his education in the 
common schools and in Cedar Hill Seminary 
at Mt. Joy. In 1879 he entered upon a busi- 
ness career with his father, and for several 
years prior to the latter's death he had com- 
plete charge of their combined manufactur- 
ing interests, which well qualified him to 
enter the business on his own account at a 
later day. In 1885 he took charge of the 
Rcinhold Hosiery Mills, which he has since 
operated, and he is also the owner of the 
Wyomissing Hosiery Mills of Mohnsville. 
In 1886 he built the Penn Straw Works at 
Mohnsville, which he has since conducted 
with ^ood results. Under his experienced 
direction the business was a success, and the 
hats were of such a quality as to gain a rapid 
sale. Indeed, the sale reached such enor- 
mous proportions, that he was prompted to 
form the Globe Hat Company in January, 
1897, which has since been engaged in the 
manufacture of wool hats at Mohnsville. As 
a result of his usual good judgment and enter- 
prising business methods, this plant has also 
t)roven itself remunerative. He employs a 
arge force of men and the output is enor- 
mous, being sent to points all over the coun- 
try, Reading being the shipping station. 
Under Mr. Spatz is employed a large force 
of men, from whom he gains the best possi- 
ble results, retaining at the same time their 
respect and goodwill, being kind and thought- 
ful, but exacting. He owns several huncired 
acres of valuable land, which is in a high 
state of cultivation, suppHed with good sub- 
stantial barns and outbuildings, and stocked 
with about 30 head of high grade cattle. 

March 18, 1879. ^"^ subject and Ellen 
Gring of Cumru township took marriage 
vows, and they are now the happ^ parents 
of three children: Norah, who is a clerk 
in her father*s office; Sallie, who is now 
in attendance at school in Fredericks- 



burg, Lebanon County ; and Elmer, who is 
also attending school at Fredericksburg. 
Politically, Air. Spatz is a member of the 
Republican party, whilst in his religious 
views he is a member of the Evangelical 
Church, being superintendent of the Sunday 
School, a trustee and a class leader. He is a 
member of the board of publishing of the 
Evangelical Association of Cleveland, Ohio, 
and is a director of the Penn National Bank 
of Reading. 




LI J AH BULL. Numbered among 
Berks County's most prominent and 
substantial business men, there are 
many who have risen by their innate worth 
and persevering efforts from humble positions 
in the lower walks of life to eminent places 
in the commercial world ; it is this kind of 
man, whom we term self-made, that we Amer- 
icans delight to honor and esteem. We 
place the subject of this sketch, who is a 
director of the Reading Stove Works, Orr, 
Painter & Co., and prominently connected 
with other leading business interests of 
Reading, among this number, for we are con- 
fident that few have merited their success as 
has he. Mr. Bull was born January 20, 1835, at 
Springfield, Chester County, Pa., and is a 
son of Thomas and Sarah A. (Painter) Bull. 

The grandfather of our subject, also 
named Elijah Bull, was born in Chester 
County, and lived there throughout his 
career, owning and operating large tracts of 
farm land. He was mustered into the volun- 
teer service in the War of 181 2, but before 
the detachment of which he was a member 
reached the front the war had been brought 
to a close. 

Thomas Bull was born in Springfield, 
Chester County, May 23, 1802, and there was 
reared, educated, and there he spent the first 
forty years of his life, engaged in farming. 
In the spring of 1846 he moved to Pottsville, 
Pa., where he took up the vocation of a 
blacksmith, but was not allowed to pursue it 
long, for Death, the grim destroyer, removed 
him from mortal scenes June 13, 1847. His 
marriage with Sarah A. Painter was blessed 
with the following five children : Margaret, 
who became the wife of Levi Buckwalter of 
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Spring City, Chester County, Pa.; Charles, 
deceased, late of Reading, was a stove 
mounter, connected with the works of Orr, 
Painter & Co.; Elizabeth died in childhood ; 
Elijah, the subject of these lines ; and Mary, 
widow of the late B. F. Graff. Mr. Bull 
married as his second wife Maria Cryley, 
and to them were given two children, 
namely : Susan C, wife of Reuben Rishel ; 
and Thomas, who resides in St. Louis, Mo. 

Our subject, having become well equipped 
lor life's battle by home training and eauca- 
tion in the public schools of Chester County, 
journeyed to Philadelphia, where he learned 
the trade ol a stove moulder, and there fol- 
lowed that occupation until he was thrown 
out of employment by the closing of the 
works, owm^ to the panic of 1857. From 
that date until 1864 he worked more or less 
at his trade, and taught school in Chester 
County during the wmter months. In 1864, 
he began teaching in Mahanoy City, where 
he continued three years, and became super- 
intendent of the schools. On January i, 
1867, he became connected with the firm of 
Orr, Painter & Co., manufacturers of stoves, 
hollow-ware, and fine castings. In February, 
1886, the firm was incorporated as the Read- 
ing Stove Works, Orr, Painter & Co. 
Shortly after becoming a member of the 
firm, Mr. Bull assumed charge of the ship- 
ping department, and discharged the duties 
ol that position with fidelity until the death 
of Mr. Orr, in June, 1892, when he was made 
treasurer of the company. The latter posi- 
tion he retained until 1898, when he retired 
from active work in directing the affairs of 
the company ; however, he still holds stock, 
and is a member of the board of directors. 
The magnitude of the business may be 
judged from the fact that 4ipwards of four 
nundred workmen are employed in the vari- 
ous departments, engaged in moulding, cast- 
ing, grinding, cleaning, grinding and polish- 
ing, nickel-plating, finishing and mounting. 
Four brancn establishments are conducted — 
one each in Chicago, Boston, Buffalo and 
Philadelphia, Thousands upon thousands of 
stoves are made annually and sold. 

Mr. Bull is associated in other business 
enterprises. He is a director of the National 
Union Bank of Reading, and is a member of 
a Building & Loan Association. Although 



very much interested in the cause of good 
government, he has never sought nor held 
office, his business duties having precluded 
any outside employment up to the present 
time. He is a member of the board of man- 
agers of the Reading Hospital, and is liberal 
and generous along lines of true philan- 
thropy. In religious affiliations Mr. Bull is 
a member of the Memorial M. E. Church of 
Reading, and was formerly president of its 
board of trustees. Since the Fifties he has 
been an Odd Fellow, affiliating with Wel- 
come Lodge, No. 229, of Philadelphia. He 
is also a member of Mt. Petin Lodge, Knights 
of Pythias. Our subject enlisted for emer- 
gency service during the Civil War in the 
42d Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf. 

On December 31, 1867, occurred the nup- 
tial ceremony, which united Mr. Bull and 
Mary A. Amole in matrimonial bonds, that 
have existed till the present date, and have 
been blessed with one child, Edna Marguerite. 
Mrs. Bull's father, George Amole of Chester 
County, Pa., was born October 12, 1802, and 
died February 20, 1876. He was a farmer 
by vocation, and always resided in Chester 
County. 




EN. AUSTRIAN is an artist of 
merit, residing in the city of Read- 
ing, whose handsome paintings are 
recognized as works of art by the 
leading critics of America. He is a son of 
Raphael and Fannie E. (Dreifoos) Austrian, 
and was born in Reading November 22, 1870. 
Raphael Austrian was born June 28, 1842, 
in Mannheim, Baden, Germany, where he 
obtained a good education ; at the age of 
eighteen years he emigrated to America, 
locating in New York City, in 1859. He 
later moved to Williamsix)rt, Pa., thence to 
Reading, where he lived until his death in 
1897. He was united in matrimonial bonds 
with Fannie E. Dreifoos, and they became 
the happy parents of one son, Ben., the sub- 
ject of this personal history. 

Ben. Austrian obtained his intellectual 
training in the public schools of Reading, 
and at the early age of nine years gave evi- 
dence of a latent talent for painting which 
was soon to make him famous throughout 
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the Eastern States. He began to cultivate 
these talents, not under some noted instruc- 
tor, but by constant and painstaking practice. 
He was not without encouragement, how- 
ever, for Mrs. John D. Mishler, upon recog- 
nizing his hidden genius, urged him to further 
efforts and presented him with his first box 
of paints. He labored patiently and fruit- 
lessly for a number of years, before his work 
brought the recognition it so well merited. 
At last his master-piece, which is entitled 
** Temptations," was completed and took the 
art-loving public by storm. It is now owned 
by F. De Barrj & Co., of New York City, 
and attracts wide attention, receiving favor- 
able comments Irom the leading metropolitan 
journals and praise from all connoisseurs of 
art who have seen it. The National Horse 
Show Association of New York City, an 
organization which annually gives an ex- 
hibition at Madison Square Garden, offered 
a snug sum for the best picture pertinent to 
the intents and nature of the association. 
The contest was open to all, and our subject 
became one of the competitors, executing a 
picture, entitled "After The Race/* which 
not only won the prize, but was the first pic- 
ture ever acceptea by the association, which 
was indeed a high compliment paid to his 
skill as an artist. The picture now hangs in 
the corridors of the Imperial Hotel in New 
York City, where it is much admired. A 
picture 01 a famous Angora cat, owned by 
Mahlon W. Newton, the proprietor of Green s 
Hotel in Philadelphia, brought him $500.00; 
it is now on exhibition in that widely-known 
hotel. ** Motherhood,*' another of his famous 
works, represents a hen with her brood, and 
was also purchased by Mr. Newton. Isaac 
Eckert, president of the Farmer's Bank of 
Reading, owns several of Mr. Austrian's 
best examples of game and still life. Among 
his art patrons are no less distinguished per- 
sons than F. G. Phillips, the well-known pub- 
lisher of the Dry Goods Economist of New 
York City, and a connoisseur of art; Ste- 
phen F. Whitman & Sons of Philadelphia; 
James Nolan of Reading; W. H. Luden of 
Reading; J- C. lUig of Reading; and Byron 
Dodge, of the Lancaster Cork Works of 
Lancaster, Pa. As an artist, Mr. Austrian 
certainly deserves to stand in the front rank. 
Mr. Fitzgerald, who edits a column on art 



in the Philadelphia Item, and a man who 
ranks very high as an art critic, has spoken 
very highly 01 him and among other things 
has said : "Mr. Austrian in fact does not 
know his talents. There is a smouldering fire 
which can be fanned into a blaze in our Acad- 
emy or some other school.*' Next to his 
work in art, he loves horseback riding better 
than any other pastime or form of exercise. 
Socially, he is genial and good-natured, and 
numbers among his friends and patrons the 
leading citizens of Reading. 




OL. JOHN E. ARTHUR, who is a 
veteran of both the Mexican and 
Civil Wars, in which he displayed 
the valor and bravery character- 
istic of the Scotch-Irish race, from which he 
sprang, is at present engaged in the fire 
insurance business in Reading, in which he 
has met with the greatest of success. He is 
a son of John and Rebecca (Parker) Arthur, 
and wfCs born in Lycoming County, April 25, 
1826. • 

John Arthur, the father of our subject, 
was born in the north of Ireland, and came to 
America prior to the year 1810, locating in 
Chester County, Pa. In 1819 he moved to 
Lycoming County, where he lived the re- 
mainder of his da3^s. He was a man of schol- 
arly attainments, and taught school as a 
means of gaining a competency. As an in- 
structor he was unsurpassed at that time, and 
was well known throughout the section in 
which he lived. In his political affiliations 
he was a member of the Democratic party. 
He folded his hands in final rest April i, 
1830, after many years of activity and useful- 
ness. He was joined in the holy bonds of 
wedlock with Rebecca Parker, of Chester 
County, Pa. 

Col. John E. Arthur received his intellec- 
tual training in the common schools of 
Lycoming County, after which he learned 
the trade of a blacksmith, which he followed 
there until 1845, when he moved to the city 
of Reading. He then became superintend- 
ent of the Philadelphia & Reading R. R. 
blacksmith shops, and acted in that capacity 
until 1871, when he was elected city treas- 



Digitized by 



Google 



// THE 






il N f W 


VO^ 


^K 


1, 


(; PUBLIC 


L R^ 


^A' 




d' t>' 5 


1.- 


"1; 



Digitized by 



Google 



ADAM H. LEADER. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BERKS COUNTY 



151 



urer. He held that position continuously 
until 1885, the duties of which office he per- 
formed in such a manner as to gain him 
many friends and the approval of all con- 
cerned. In 1885, he embarked in the real 
estate business in connection with the fire 
insurance business, identifying himself chiefly 
with the latter line of work. He is a man of 
more than ordinary business ability, and not 
only possesses the confidence of his fellow- 
citizens, but is held in high esteem by all 
with whom he comes in touch, both in busi- 
ness and social life. In December, 1846, 
during the war with Mexico, he enlisted in 
the service of his country and served with 
Scott/s Army until the close of the war. He 
took part in all of the battles fought by that 
army, including the most important, the tak- 
ing of the City of Mexico. On the last day 
of the fighting in that memorable battle, he 
was severely wounded upon entering the 
city, and was incapacitated for further duty 
for some time. In 1861, upon the outbreak 
of the Civil War, because of his experience 
gained in the previous war, he recruited a 
company, of which he was made captain. 
The organization was mustered into service 
as Company B, 93d Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf., and 
served faithfully and well throughout the 
war. Col. Arthur continued as captain of 
the company for a period of eight months, 
when, as a reward for valuable services 
rendered, he was promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant-colonel and served in the Army of 
the Potomac. During the war he partici- 
pated in many fiercely waged battles, and 
although always at the front with his men, 
he never received a wound nor was he ever 
taken prisoner. Among the most important 
battles in which he took an active part were 
the engagements of Yorktown, Williamsburg, 
Fair Oaks, Seven Davs* Battle, Chantilly, 
Antietam, and Chancellorsville. 

Col. Arthur was united in matrimonial 
bonds with Rebecca P. Mover, daughter of 
Amos and Mary Moyer of Reading, Pa., and 
they are the happy parents of the following 
children : Mary, the wife of John K. Kepple- 
man, a record of whose life also appears in 
this Book of Biographies: James, who died 
in early childhood; Frank, who is in the em- 
ploy of a gas company of Philadelphia; J. 
Amos, a minister of the M. E. Church of 



Lebanon, Pa.; John, a machinist of Reading, 
in the employ of the Gas Company ; Fanny, 
who died at the age of eight years; and 
Emily, the wife of Samuel A. Mester, a resi- 
dent of Reading. 



^>r^DAM H. LEADER, whom we repre- 
Zll sent with a portrait on the opposite 
flfx page, is one of the most promising 
^ Vi.^ young men of the county. Scarcely 
thirty years of age, he has developed a 
shrewdness and business capacity seldom 
equalled by older heads. In appreciation of 
this ability the City of Reading has placed 
him at the head of her finances, as comptrol- 
ler, well knowing that each expenditure 
would receive the most careful consideration, 
and many unnecessary expenses be stopped. 
He was born March 22, 1867, in Reading, Pa., 
where he grew to manhood and still resides, 
known and liked by all. His parents are 
Jacob and Sarah (Herb) Leader. 

His grandfather, Jacob Leader, a native of 
Montgomery County, this state, moved 
thence to Bern township, this county, and 
later to Reading, where he died. His son, 
Jacob, the father of our subject, was born in 
Bern township in 1838, and learned the trade 
of a moulder, moving to Reading in 1850, 
and working at his trade during his active 
life. He was a Republican, but did not 
aspire to office. He was a member of the 
Covenant Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
a trustee of that organization. He was 
united in marriage with Sarah Herb, who 
was born in 1840, and was two years his 
junior. They were blessed with a family of 
three sons and one daughter: Adam H.; 
Sadie M., the wife of Irwin B. Homan of 
Reading ; J. Elmer, a machinist ot Reading ; 
and Harry R., also a machinist of Reading. 

Adam H. Leader was educated in the pub- 
lic schools of Reading, and graduated from 
the Reading High School in 1884 when but 
seventeen years of age. After leaving school 
he learned the profession of a surveyor and 
civil engineer, and followed it for about seven 
years. But at the end of that period he 
began dealing in real estate to provide an 
investment for his money, and in this manner 
secured large returns. His plan is to buy 
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land, erect thereon houses and other build 
ings required, and then offer the improved 
property for sale. In furtherance of this 
object he formed a partnership with H. H. 
Roland, in 1889, under the firm name of 
Roland & Leader, and they are still conduct- 
ing the business with the most gratifying 
success. 

Mr. Leader is one of the prominent Repub- 
licans of the county, and has quite an influence 
in local politics. In 1893 he was elected city 
assessor of Reading, and served in that 
capacitj' for a term of three years. At the 
expiration of that time he was requested to 
take charge of the city finances, and was 
elected to the position of comptroller of the 
city, the office he is at present filling. His 
political life has been above reproach, and he 
enjo3^s the confidence, respect and esteem of 
the people of both parties for the probity of 
his official life, and his upright conduct as a 
citizen and a man. He is a member of Read- 
ing Lodge, No. 549, F. & A. M., and Pro- 
gressive Lodge, I. O. O. F. He is quiet and 
unassuming in his manners, and has many 
friends. On June 23, 1898, Mr. Leader was 
joined in the holy bonds of matrimony with 
Mary K. Fisher, daughter of Wellington H. 
and Caroline Fisher of Reading. 



M 



R. LEVI R. LENTZ, who has been 
engaged in the practice of his pro- 
Qj fcssion at Fleetwood since 1865, is 
the oldest physician of that village, 
where he enjoys a large patronage and num- 
bers among his patients the very best citizens 
of the community. He is a son of Stephen 
and Catherine (Ringer) Lentz, and was born 
in South Whitehall, Lehigh County, Decem- 
ber 23, 1837. 

Stephen Lentz, the father of our subject, 
was born in Lehigh County, Pa., where he 
lived for many years, but at the time of his 
death he was a resident of AUentown. He 
learned the trade of a mason and carpenter, 
which he always followed. He was joined 
in wedlock with Catherine Ringer, by whom 
he was the father of eight children, whose 
names are as follows: Esther, the wife of 
Tilman Fryman of White Hall, Pa.; Josiah, 



deceased ; Sallie, the wife of Samuel Brown 
of Coplay, Pa.; Stephen, formerly a grocer 
of AUentown, is now living in retirement ; 
David, an Evangelical minister, who lives at 
Emaus, Pa.: Caroline, the wife of Paul Ehret 
of AUentown; Lewis, a farmer of White Hall, 
and Levi R., the subject of this biography. 
Mr. Lentz died in 1868, and his wife survived 
him many years, dying in 1893 at the ad- 
vanced age of ninety-three years. 

Dr. Levi R. Lentz, after completing the 
required course of study in the common 
schools of Lehigh County, attended the Col- 
lege of AUentown, and later a school in Fo- 
gelsville. He then took up the study of medi- 
cine under the tutelage of J. Henry Helfrich 
of Fogelsville, remaining with him for two 
and one-half years. He then took a one year 
course in the New York City Medical Col- 
lege, after which he completed his education 
in the Hahnemann Homeopathic Medical 
College of Philadelphia. Immediately upon 
his graduation in 1865, our subject movea to 
Fleetwood, where he has since been engaged 
in practice. He has one of the largest vil- 
lage and country practices in his section of 
the county, and enjoys the confidence and 
friendship of his patients. 

On May 26, 1868, Dr. Lentz and Sarah M. 
Koch took the marriage vows, and they are 
the proud parents of one son, Oliver, a grad- 
uate of Harvard College, and now engaged 
in the newspaper business at South Bethle- 
hem, Pa. Mrs. Lentz was born in Schuylkill 
County, and is a daughter of Daniel Koch, a 
retiredf merchant, who is residing with his 
daughter in Fleetwood. 

In politics our subject is a stanch Demo- 
crat, and served as school director from 
1873 to 1896, and at one time was president 
of the board. He is an active worker in the 
Reformed Church and Sunday School of 
Fleetwood, and has served as superintendent 
of the latter. He is a member of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Homeopathy Society of 
Pennsylvania ; and the Homeopathic Medi- 
cal Society of Pennsylvania. Socially, Dr. 
Lentz is a member of the blue lodge, P. & A. 
M.; Reading Chapter; De Mola)^ Coraman- 
dery, No. 9, of Reading ; and Rajah Temple 
of the Mystic Shrine of Reading. He is a 
Scottish Rite Mason of the Thirty-second 
Degree. 
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ri^|-ENRY S. SCHULTZ. Among the 
sturdy tillers of the soil in this 
county, who have been successful 
in life and who are enabled to en- 
joy the fruits of a laborious past, is the gen- 
tleman whose name heads this notice, and 
who is pleasantly located in Clayton, Wash- 
ington township, Berks County, Pa. He is 
a son of Jeremiah and Mary (Schultz) 
Schultz, and was born on the old Schultz 
homestead, June 16, 1821. 

The Schultz family traces its ancestral his- 
tory back to Melchior Schultz, who, with the 
wife and three sons, George, Melchior and 
Christopher, were, with their co-religionists, 
forced to flee from their native land in Lower 
Harpersdorf, Dukedom of Liegnitz, Silesia, 
in the spring of 1726, on account of religious 
persecutions. With Schwenkfeld, who was 
the leader of the religion which was so un- 
popular with the government, they moved 
on May i. 1726, to Saxony, where they re- 
mained eight years. During that period both 
the father and mother died. Soon the (ques- 
tion again arose as to whether they should 
leave their country, many of whom being in 
favor of emigrating to America ; with iorty 
other families the three brothers came to this 
country, and after a five months* voyage 
upon the water, they landed in Philadelphia, 
September 22, 1734. 

Rev. Christopher Schultz, the youngest of 
the three brothers, and great-grandfather of 
of our subject, was born on the old home- 
stead in Silesia, March 26, 17 18, and while in 
Saxony he engaged as a shepherd boy ; hav- 
ing a desire for books, he induced his em- 
ployer to give him time for study, and being 
allowed two days in the week, he began to 
study with Rev. George Weiss, and at the 
age of ten years he acquired a fair education 
in Latin, Greek and Hebrew. Soon after 
coming to America, the three brothers pur- 
chased a home two miles west of the present 
site of East Greenville, Upper Hanover 
township, Montgomery County, Pa. At this 
time the forests were full of Indians and wild 
animals, and upon the site which the brothers 
had picked for a suitable home, there was a 
spring, over which bears and deer would dis- 
pute the ownership. As the land was rough 
and covered with a dense forest, it required 
an outlay of incessant labor and energy to 

8 



fit it for becoming productive of the com- 
modities necessary for consumption and the 
markets. They felled trees, and by the aid 
of a large saw, built a rude house in which 
they lived in harmony for several years ; they 
engaged in farming and stock raising, and as 
the stock multiplied so fast, they were required 
to buy more land, so Rev. Christopher Schultz 
bought the home upon which our subject 
now resides, which is one of the most pro- 
ductive farms in Berks County. He spent 
the rest of his active days there, and entered 
the world of rest May 9, 1789. He was early 
recognized as a leader among the Schwenk- 
felders and was chosen their pastor, in which 
capacity he remained faithfully, until his 
death. He organized the congregation, and 
furnished them with a 600 page octavo book 
which contains the present catechism, a col- 
lection of hymns, and the articles of faith, 
which he wrote himself. He married Rosina 
Yeakel, daughter of Balthasar Yeakel, by 
whom he had four children, namely : Regina, 
Andrew, David, and Susanna. 

David Schultz, the grandfather of our sub- 
ject, was born on the old homestead April 
10, 1757, and died there August 4, 1833. He 
was one of the progressive farmers of his 
day, and took an active part in the Schwenk- 
feld Church, of which he was a member. 
He married Anna Kriebel. daughter of Chris- 
topher Kriebel, who bore him the following 
children : Susanna, Andrew, William, Rosina, 
Christopher, Philip, Maria, Jeremiah, Chris- 
tina, and Regina. 

Jeremiah Schultz, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born on the old homestead June 7, 
1797, and died there February 3, 1874. He 
chose the vocation of an agriculturist for his 
life's work, and followed that independent 
calling all his life. He married Mary Schultz. 
daughter of Rev. John Schultz, a minister of 
the Schwenkfeld Church. As a result of 
this union the following children were born: 
Henry S.. the subject of this biography ; Ed- 
ward, late a farmer and minister of the 
Evangelical Church; John, late a farmer and 
teacher of Washington township ; and Solo- 
mon, deceased. The last named was edu- 
cated in the medical schools of Europe, and 
was a surgeon in the Civil War. He was ap- 
pointed by the State Legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania to dfraw plans and find a suitable site 
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in Dansville, Pa., for a State Insane Asylum. 
He was also appointed as the first superin- 
tendent of the institution, which position he 
held until the date of his death, September 
27, 1891. 

Henry S. Schultz was reared and brought 
up on the old homestead, and from his early 
boyhood days he has been successfully en- 
gaged in the cultivation of the soil. He is a 
member and was deacon for six years of 
the Schwenkfeld Church, and has also been 
sexton for many years. Politically, he is a 
Republican. Our subject was married May 
23, 1850. to Barbara Kriebel, daughter of 
David Kriebel, and they reared a mmily of 
ten children, namely : Franklin, proprietor of 
the Clayton Hotel ; Solomon ; Jeremiah, a 
graduate of the Keystone State Normal 
School, is now engaged in the manufacture 
of hosiery ; Wesley ; Horace, a farmer of 
Montgomery County ; Ambrose, manager of 
the Berachah Orphanage of College Point, 
N. Y.; Mary, wife of Philip Schultz, of 
Montgomery County ; Elizabeth, wife of 
Henry Schultz, who operates the homestead 
property ; Amanda married Charles Frey, a 
blacksmith of Montgomery County ; and 
Annie. Mr. Schultz mourned the loss of his 
life companion, who passed to the unknown 
beyond January 10, 1895, at the age of sixty- 
seven years, four months and seven days. 
The Schultz family is well known and highly 
respected throughout the county, and has 
contributed its full quota toward the building 
up of the section of which its founders may 
be classed as the early pioneers. 



2LEWELLYN M. KAUFMAN, who 
on account of ill health has lived in 
retirement in the village of Kutz- 
■^^ town for the past several years, 
was in business life the well known manager 
of the Leesport Iron Works, and a man of 
more than ordinary business capacities. He 
is a son of John Glass and Mary (Merkle) 
Kaufman, and was born in Richmond town- 
ship, April 21, 1841. 

His great-grandfather, Jacob Kaufman, 
was a son of Jacob Kaufman, who was born 
in Switzerland in 1727, and had three sisters 
and one brother, namely : Annie ; Maria ; 



Susanna; and Jonathan. He was the pro- 

fenitor of the following children : Susan ; 
acob ; Catherine ; Zebilla ; and Jonathan. 
Jacob Kaufman, the great-grandfather of our 
subject, was born March 10, 1757, and was 
engaged in agricultural pursuits all of his 
life. He was the father of two sons, — Daniel 
and Samuel, the grandfather of our subject, 
who was born in Richmond township, Berks 
County, in 1784. He became a very pro- 
gressive farmer of that community and dur- 
mg his many years of activity accumulated 
a handsome competency. He was united in 
the holy bonds of wedlock with Magdalena 
Glass, and they were the happy parents of 
three children: Catherine; John Glass; and 
Samuel. Mrs. Kaufman passed into the 
world of rest at an early age, and her hus- 
band formed a second union with Mar)'- 
Barnett, which resulted in the following 
issue: Daniel, born in 1818; Caroline, in 
1 8 19; Esther, in 1821 ; David, in 1822; Maria, 
in 1824; Amos, in 1825 ; and Susanna, in 1827. 
John Glass Kaufman, the father of our 
subject, was born in Richmond township in 
1 811, and was reared on the farm. He re- 
ceived a good education and became one of 
the largest stockholders in the Leesport Iron 
Works, following iron manufacturing all of 
his life. He was a good business man in 
every respect, and attained very great suc- 
cess. He was of a kind and loving dispo- 
sition, and had many friends throughout 
Berks County, who respected him as a man 
of great worth to the community. His first 
marriage was with Mary Merkle, and the 
following children blessed their home : 
William M.; John M.; Zachariah M.; Llewel- 
lyn M., in whom the interest of this sketch 
centers ; Mary Ann ; Lydema ; Rebecca ; 
Norman ; Oscar ; and Sarah. He was mar- 
ried a second time to Sarah Forney. 

Llewellyn M. Kaufman received his edu- 
cation in the common schools and in the 
Polytechnic College of Poughkeepsie, N. V., 
after which he became manager of the Lees- 
port Iron Works. He is a man of shrewd- 
ness and good general business ability, and 
served in that capacity for a period of over 
twenty-five years, but was finally obliged to 

five up work entirely on account of poor 
ealth. He was always very attentive to his 
business, and won the confidence of his em- 
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ployers and the esteem and goodwill of his 
fellow workmen. He is now an invalid, and 
his absence from society is mourned by a 
large cirsle of acquaintances in whose esti- 
mation he stood hi^h. 

He was united m Hymeneal bonds with 
Mary Kaufman, a daughter of Daniel B. and 
Susan (Hoch) Kaufman, and granddaughter 
of Samuel and Mary (Barnett) Kaufman. 
Daniel B. Kaufman was born in Maiden 
Creek township, Berks County, in 1818, and 
was one of the most progressive farmers and 
citizens of that township. He was a man ot 
more than ordinary intelligence, well edu- 
cated and well informed on all of the current 
topics of the day. He was a member of the 
state militia, having been commissioned Cap- 
tain of the Maiden Creek Artillery in 1848 
by Governor A. L. Russell. In 1854, he was 
commissioned Major of the Maiden Creek 
Battalion, and on October 8, 1855, he was 
made Lieutenant-Colonel by Governor James 
Paddock, but died shortly after. At the time 
of his demise he was but thirty-nine years of 
age, but he was firmly established in the 
affections of the people, and made a name for 
himself which time cannot shake. He was 
brought up under Quaker influences and 
was a man of high principles. 

In 1889, after our subject's health had 
failed, Mr. and Mrs. Kaufman moved to 
Kutztown, in order that their children might 
be better educated, and located on Main 
street opposite the Keystone State Normal 
School. They have a large family, the mem- 
bers of which have received good educations 
and have bright futures before them. Their 
names are as follows: John Glass, who was 
born April 7, 1875, is a graduate of Harvard 
in the Class of 1895, and for the past three 
years has been principal of the Sidney High 
School of Sidney, Ohio ; Robert L., who was 
bom in 1877. died in infancy; Ned L., who 
was born March 21, 1878, is a graduate of 
the Keystone State Normal School of Kutz- 
town, and is now studying law with Judge 
Brewster ot Philadelphia, — he enlisted in the 
late war with Spain in Co. C, ist Pa. Vol. 
Inf., and was stationed at Camp Thomas and 
Knoxville ; Frank L., a student of the Normal 
School, was born October 15, 1879; Susan, 
born February 27, 1881, is a student of the 
Normal School; Helen was born July 28, 



1882, and attends Normal School ; Llewellyn 
M. was born October 4. 1883, and is attend- 
ing school; William M., who was born April 
20, 1885, JS a student at the Normal School; 
and Paul, who was born May 9, 1887, is also 
a student of the Keystone State Normal 
School. Mr. Kaufman served as corporal in 
Co. G, 42d Regiment State Defenders, 
which were dismissed after the battle of 
Gettysburg. 




EV. D. K. HUMBERT, pastor of 
the De Long Lutheran Church of 
Bower's Station, Maxatawny town- 
ship, lives in a beautiful residence 
on Main street. He is a son of Jacob and 
Elizabeth (Kidling) Humbert, and was born 
in Greenwich township, Berks County, 
March 11, 1835. 

He traces his ancestry back to one, the 
first bearing the name of Humbert to come 
to this country, who emigrated from Switzer- 
land and located in Berks County, Pa. 
George Humbert, the grandfather of our 
subject, settled in Kutztown at an early day, 
and followed the occupation of a carpenter 
all of his life. 

Jacob Humbert, our subject's father, was a 
farmer by vocation, and during his early life 
lived in Greenwich township. Later he 
moved to Topton village, where he lived re- 
tired until the time of his death, at the age 
of eighty-two years. He was united in mar- 
riage with Elizabeth Kidling, and they reared 
twelve children, namely : William, who is a 
resident of Carey, Ohio; Jacob, a traveling 
salesman ; Sarah, who died at the age of nine- 
teen years ; Daniel, who gave up his life in 
defense of the Union at the battle of Gettys- 
burg; Rev. D. K., the subject of this per- 
sonal history ; Charles Henry, who also lost 
his life in the battle of Gettysburg ; Frank- 
lin, deceased ; Catherine, the wife of Anthony 
Wagner, lives in Ohio ; Mary, the wife of 
Abner Sage, is also a resident of Ohio; 
George Alfred, who died in infancy ; and 
Amelia, who married Ephraim Wise, who 
lives in the village of Topton, this county. 
Jacob Humbert and family were Lutherans 
in their religious beliefs, and he was choir 
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leader for many years in the Grinswell 
Church. 

Rev. D. K. Humbert was reared on his 
father's farm until he was eight years of 
age, when he began to shift for himself. He 
hired out on a farm, and until he was twenty- 
two years of age he worked upon different 
farms in Greenwich and Albany townships. 
He was very poor in pocket, but rich in de- 
termination, and by working hard and saving 
what he could in the summer, he was enabled 
to attend the public schools during the win- 
ter. At the age of twent3^-two, he began 
clerking in a countr}^ store in Albany town- 
ship, where he remained for one year. He 
then went to New Ringgold, Pa., where he 
was employed as currier in a tannery, but at 
the expiration of a year and a half, he was 
taken sick and spent the several subsequent 
months in travel. His next occupation was 
that of teacher in the public schools of 
Klinesville and Federalsville, Pa., after which 
he attended Freeland Seminary for three 
years. About this time the Civil War broke 
out, and, in 1863, he enlisted in Co. I, 167th 
Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf., under Col. Charles ^Kno, 
ery and Capt. Jonas M. Schollenberger. His 
company was a reserve force and took part 
in no engagements, although it was ready 
to be called upon. He remained^ in the ser- 
vice until the close of the war, and received 
his discharge at Rappahannock River. After 
the war he decided to enter the ministry, 
and accordingly went to Philadelphia, where 
he was prepared in a theological seminary. 
After taking a three years* course, he was 
ordained to preach, his first pastorate being 
at Robinson, Pa. He subsequently filled the 
pulpit in Lutheran Churches of the follow- 
ing places before accepting his present 
charge: Plowville, Pa.; Dyerstown, Pa.; St. 
John's, Pa.; Allegheny, Pa.; and Wymasic. 
In 1872 he came to Bower's Station, and 
took charge of the De Long Lutheran 
Church, and also the Lutheran Churches at 
Long Swamp, Huff's Church, New Jeru- 
salem, and Hill Church, besides St. Paul's at 
Lobachsville. and St. Peter's of Lehigh 
County. The membership of the De Long 
Lutheran Church has increased wonder- 
fully under his skillful guidance and now 
numbers 200, and the other churches are 
also in a prosperous condition. Our subject 



is a man of true and noble traits of character, 
kind and sympathetic, and is loved by every 
member 01 his parish. He has a high ideal 
of manhood, which he lives up to in every 
respect. He is a man of strong convictions, 
which he expresses freely and in a forcible 
manner, makmg a deep impression upon all 
who hear him. 

He formed a matrimonial alliance with 
Maria De Long, a daughter of Francis and 
Ester (Schaeffer) De Long, both of whom are 
now deceased. Their union was blessed by 
the birth of three children, namely : Essie 
Catherine, the wife of Dr. Schaeffer of Read- 
ing; Mary Elizabeth, a school teacher at 
Royersford, Pa.; and Anna Susanna, who is 
living at home with her parents. 



y^HARLES G. ZEHM is one of the 
I QJ self made men of Berks County, Pa., 
VJ^ and is indebted for what he posses- 

^*-^ — ^ ses of this world's goods to his own 
energy, good judgment and economy. He 
has su'cceeded in accumulating a handsome 
competency, and is now passing the latter 
years of his life in quiet and peace at his 
home in Kutztown. Our subject was born 
in Hertzberg, Saxony, Germany, June 5, 
1832, and is a son of Charles G. /^ehm, who 
was a born mechanic and followed the trade 
of a machinist in his native country all his 
life. 

Our subject received a good education in 
the schools of his native country, and many 
of his early years were spent in a machine 
shop, learning the trade of a machinist. In 
1854 he left Hertzberg, Germany, and came 
to the United States, locating in the city of 
Reading, Pa., where he remained twelve 
years, and then, in company with his broth- 
er, Frederick S. Zehm, moved to Kutztown. 
They bought out the old Kutztown foundry 
and started a machine shop, meeting with 
such success that they were obliged to en- 
large their establishment. They accordingly 
purchased 3 acres of land near the city depot 
and built a large machine shop. They turn 
out boiler maker's supplies, and the Keystone 
Turbine Water Wheels. Their shop is run 
by a 45 horse power engine; they have a 
large room in which they do their moulding, 
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and in this room is a swinging derrick in the 
center and the rail pressing and cutting 
machines. Our subject was manager of the 
mechanical department, and much of the 
progress of the firm was due to his efforts. 
April I, 1896, Mr. Zehm retired from active 
work, and is now enjoying a well-earned com- 
petency. In 1871 he purchased a lot opposite 
the depot, 170 b^ 270 feet, on which he built 
a handsome residence, set out shrubbery and 
made a beautiful lawn ; the general appear- 
ance of this most valuable residence property 
is all that can be desired. He also owns a 
fine residence in Reading, and a well im- 
proved farm of 102 acres in Maxatawny 
township. 

Mr. Zehm chose for his life companion 
Elizabeth Fry, a native of Germany. This 
union was not blessed by the birth of any 
children, but their love tor children prompted 
them to adopt and rear two daughters, who 
are now attending the Keystone State Nor- 
mal School of Kutztovvn. Their daughters, 
Mary and Amelia, have returned the parental 
care by giving them their most devoted at- 
tention, and helping to make home bright 
and cheerful. Our subject, in politics, is in- 
dependent in his views; religiously, he is a 
devoted member of the Lutneran Church. 
Mr. Zehm is well known for his excellent 
judgment and unswerving integrity in busi- 
ness transactions, and is held in high esteem 
by his acquaintances, who know him to be a 
good neighbor and valued citizen. 



T^OLONEL DAVID C. KELLER, the 
I (zJ veteran hotel man of Reading, 
VJ^ whose portrait is shown on the op- 

^^' '^ posite page, is well known through- 
out the county. He was a soldier of the 
Civil War, and carries the scar of many a 
wound received in the defense of his coun- 
try. He was born in Rockland township, 
this county, July 25, 1839, *^^s parents being 
John and Esther (Clauser) Keller. 

His grandfather, Conrad Keller, was a 
farmer of Rockland township, and there de- 
parted this life. In Rockland township, also, 
our subject's father was born. He was a 
man of education and refinement, and re- 
ceived a training that fitted him well for the 

8* 



duties of a teacher, which was his chosen 
vocation. He was also a very able and effi- 
cient teacher of music. He was united in 
marriage with Esther Clauser, a daughter of 
William Clauser, who was a farmer by occu- 
pation, and also an iron worker. Their mar- 
riage resulted in the birth of a number of 
children, a number of whom died in infancy. 
Those living at the present date, are: Wil- 
liam, a marble dealer of Alsace township; 
Sallie, wife of William Yous, a prosperous 
farmer of Berks County, Pa.; Daniel, a car- 

f enter, builder and joiner, who lives in 
Uinois ; Caroline, the widow of Alfred 
Brumbaugh; David C; Jeremiah, a farmer 
of Rockland township; Amanda, widow of 
Daniel A. Yoder of Reading ; and Jacob, su- 
perintendent of the iron mills at Springfield, 

Col. David C. Keller was educated in the 
common schools of Rockland township, and 
in Oley Academy. He then accepted a posi- 
tion as clerk in a store in Fredericksburg, 
where he stayed ur\Jil the breaking out of 
the Civil War. He enlisted for three months 
in Co. C, 7th Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf., in 1861, and 
at the expiration of his term of enlistment, 
he again enlisted as first lieutenant in Co. K, 
93d Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf. He was never taken 
prisoner, but received seven wounds in the 
engagements in which he took part. At the 
battle of Fair Oaks he received two wounds, 
at Gettysburg one, at Spottsylvania two, at 
Cedar Creek one, and at Petersburg one. On 
March 25, 1865, Col. Keller received the 
wound in front of Petersburg ; he was then 
transferred to City Point Hospital, where he 
remained until he joined his regiment at the 
close of the war, when he was mustered out 
with the regiment on General Orders, June 
27, 1865. These scars are mementoes of 
bloody engagements in which he rendered 
such valiant service, and where he was al- 
ways found in the thickest of the fight. After 
leaving the army he entered the hotel busi- 
ness, and has been catering to the public 
taste ever since at different points, He has 
built up a fine record in his business, and en- 
joys the best class of patronage. 

Col. Keller was married to Rosa Krebs. 
Of the children who were born to them, all 
died young except one son, Daniel Franklin, 
who is now serving as second lieutenant of 
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the 24th Reg. U. S. Inf. Col. Keller is an 
ardent Republican and takes a lively part in 
all of the local work of the organization. 
He served two terms as county commissioner, 
and when the Reading Legislative district 
was established, he was one of the two first 
candidates for the legislature from the dis- 
trict. At that time temperance fanaticism 
was at its height in the country, and on that 
account alone Col. Keller was defeated. He 
is a popular man in his party, and has re- 
peatedly served as delegate to state and 
county conventions. He is a member of 
General William H. Keim Post No. 76. G. 
A. R., and one of the most prominent work- 
ers. He belongs to the Union Veteran Le- 
gion, and is also a prominent Mason, belong 
ing to the blue lodge, Chapter, Commandery, 
and Mystic Shrine. He is a pleasant talker, 
and is often to be found in the midst of a 
group of interested hearers. He is witty 
and genial, and has made hosts of friends all 
over the county, while his honesty and indus- 
try cause him to be regarded with the high- 
est respect by all who Tcnow him. 



ngiENRY A. MUHLENBERG, a lead- 
^^J ing attorney of high standing in the 
city of Reading, whose connection 
with the bar dates from the year 
1875, is a member of one of the most distin- 
guished families in the Keystone State. A 
history of Pennsylvania could not be written 
without frequent mention of the Muhlen- 
bergs, who nave contributed unstintedly to 
the good of the commonwealth and the 
nation, as clergymen, soldiers, public officials, 
doctors and lawyers. There are, indeed, few 
families who have produced so many promi- 
nent men, or who have taken so leading a 
part in the development of this part of the 
state for so long a time. Our subject was 
born in the city of Reading, October 27, 1848, 
and is a son of Hon. Henry A. and Annie Hall 
(Muhlenberg) Muhlenberg, both branches of 
the family being of German extraction, and 
uniting in Rev. Henry Ernestus Muhlenberg, 
who is our subject's great-grandfather on 
both the paternal and maternal sides of the 
house. The founder of the Muhlenberg fam- 
ily was Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, 



who came from the Elbe district in Germany 
to this country, in 1742, and located in East- 
ern Pennsylvania, later making his home and 
dying at The Trappe, Montgomery County. 
He had been educated for the ministry at 
Halle, Saxony, and came to this country in 
the capacity of a missionary of the Lutheran 
faith ; to him is usually ascribed the found- 
ing of the Lutheran Church in this country, 
and at least he was one of the first workers 
in that cause. He was very active in organ- 
izing churches among the Germans in the 
counties of the eastern part of the state, then 
the onlv part much settled. He was a very 
learnecf man, and as a preacher there were 
few of that day more eloquent and forceful 
than he. His wife. Maria, was a daughter 
of Conrad Weiser, who was one of the most 
prominent historical characters of this dis- 
trict prior to 1760. This pioneer was born 
in Germany in 1696. and came to this country 
in 1710 with the parental family; the Weis- 
ers finall}^ located near Schofiarie, N. Y. 
Conrad lived with the Mohawk Indians for a 
year, of his own accord, in order to learn the 
language. In 1729 he, with his wife, a young 
woman of Schoharie, and five children, came 
to Berks County, settling in Tulpehocken, 
near Womelsdon. As an Indian interpreter 
his ability was known and much appreciated; 
for nearly thirty years, from 1731 until his 
death in 1760, fie was almost constantly en- 
gaged in this line of work, assisting in the 
preparation of many important treaties. He 
was one of the commissioners who disposed 
of the town lots when the town of Reading 
was laid out by the Penns in 1748. He as- 
sisted in the erection of the county, and was 
a prominent figure in the French and Indian 
War. When the county was erected, in 1752, 
he was appointed one of the first judges, and 
acted as president judge until his death. 
The last years of his life were spent in Read- 
ing; 

Three sons and a number of daughters 
were born to Rev. Henry M. Muhlenberg and 
his good wife Maria. The eldest son, John 
Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg, usually known as 
General Peter Muhlenberg, was educated for 
the Lutheran ministry at Halle, Saxony. 
He first had charge of a congregation in 
New Jersey, and then was engaged in preach- 
ing in Virginia, when the Revolutionary War 
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broke out. He ascended the pulpit one Sun- 
day morning, not long after the battle of 
Lexington, and delivered a sermon on the 
live issues of the day, closing the sermon 
with these words : " There is a time to pray, 
and a time to preach, and a time to fight," 
and that " the time to fi^ht has come." He 
suited the declaration with action, b^ throw- 
ing back his ministerial gown and disclosing 
himself clad in regimentals, ready to go out 
and fight in behalf of his country. There was 
no more preaching that day, tne remainder 
of the time being taken in recruiting a com- 
pany from among his parishioners, which 
company comprised a part of the 8th Vir- 
ginia, oi which he was commissioned chief 
officer. He rose to the rank of major-general, 
and served throughout the war, distinguish- 
ing himself at Brandywine and at German- 
town ; he commanded the reserve in the 
storming of the redoubts at Yorktown. He 
was appointed by one of the first Presidents, 
Collector of the Fort at Philadelphia. He 
was a member of the First and Third Con- 
gress, and was appointed U. S. Senator from 
Pennsylvania. By an Act of the State Legis- 
lature, passed in 1877, Gen. Muhlenberg was 
selected as a prominent Pennsylvanian to be 
represented by a statue, contributed by the 
State of Pennsylvania to Statuary Hall of the 
National Capitol. The second son of the or- 
iginal pioneer was Frederick Augustus Muh- 
lenberg, who was also educated for the 
ministry at Halle, Saxon3% but left the min- 
istry at the outbreak ot the Revolutionary 
War. He was an ardent patriot, and he and 
his brother, the general, greatly influenced 
the Pennsylvania Committee that ratified the 
Constitution of the United States. He was 
in Congress a number of terms, and served as 
Speaker of the First and Third Congresses, 
casting the deciding vote when John Jay's 
Treaty with England was ratified. He died 
at the age of fifty-one years. 

The third son, Rev. Henry Ernestus Muh- 
lenburg, the great-grandfather of our subject, 
was educated at Halle, Saxony, for the min- 
istry, being sent there at the age of twelve 
years. He continued in the ministry in 
Philadelphia up to the Revolutionary War; 
when the British forces took that city, being 
an ardent Whig, he was obliged to fly in dis- 
guise. He then became pastor of a congre- 



gation in Lancaster, which remained his 
charge until his death in 18 14, at the age of 
sixty-two years. He was a profound scholar 
and theologian, a celebrated mineralogist and 
botanist, and an author of such repute in the 
latter science as to be termed the " Linnaeus 
of our country." He was the author of sev- 
eral works on botany, and corresponded with 
the most celebrated scientific men of Europe, 
with whom he had become acquainted through 
college associations in Germany. He mar- 
ried a Miss Hall, and their union was blessed 
with several daughters and four sons, the 
latter named as follows: Henry Augustus; 
Philip; Peter; and Frederick Augustus. 

Hon. Henry Augustus Muhlenberg, the 
paternal grandfather of our subject, was born 
m Lancaster, Pa., May 13, 1782, and was 
given personal instruction by his learned 
father in all the common as well as advanced 
and classical branches of study ; at the age 
of sixteen years he had completed the usual 
collegiate course, though he had never been 
to college. Responsive to the wishes of his 
father, he proceeded to New York, where he 
studied theology and prepared himself for 
the ministry under the direction of Rev. Dr. 
Kunze ; in 1802, at twenty years of age, being 
duly licensed to preach, he took charge of 
the congregation of German Lutherans — 
Trinity Lutheran Church— in Reading, and 
was the longest settled pastor the church ever 
had, continuing in his ministry until 1829, a 
period of twenty-six years. His call pro- 
vided for English preaching every fourth 
Sunday, the services having been entirely in 
the German language previously, but this 
occasional English preaching did not con- 
tinue long, as the worshippers preferred ser- 
vices in German. He was president of the 
Synod on a number of occasions, and was 
very influential in the church, because of his 
eminent talents and high social position. He 
was justly celebrated as a pulpit orator, and 
his great learning, splendid rhetoric, and pro- 
found logic, combined to make him one of 
the finest preachers of the church. His 
health failing in 1828, he suggested retiring, 
but no sooner did he signify his intention of 
taking up the charge of a farm as an agree- 
able change of occupation, than his fellow- 
citizens solicited him to represent them in 
Congress. In June, 1829, he resigned his 
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ministerial office, and assumed his seat in the 
National House of Representatives. There 
he continued to serve his constituents and 
the nation with his best talents until 1838, 
distinguishing himself by his warm support 
of President Andrew Jackson in the attack 
upon the United States Bank. He was the 
one who after a long and bitter fight moved 
the previous question, on February 18, 1834, 
and by the vote then taken settled forever 
the destiny of the Bank. He also supported 
President Jackson, in 1832, in that able execu- 
tive's stand against Calhoun and the Nullifi- 
ers of South Carolina. In 1835 he was a can- 
didate for Governor in the triangular fight 
between Ritner, Wolfe and Muhlenberg ; on 
account of the division in the Democratic 
party, Ritner was elected. In 1838 he was 
sent by President Martin Van Buren as first 
minister to Austria, and remained at Vienna 
until the close of 1840. In 1844 he was success- 
ful in obtaining the Democratic nomination 
for Governor, his competitor being Francis 
R. Shucik. Unfortunately Mr. Muhlenberg 
died on August 11, 1844, two months before 
election; Mr. Shunk was nominated to fill 
the vacant place on the ticket, and was 
elected Governor. Mr. Muhlenberg was 
twice married, both times to daughters of 
Gov. Joseph Hiester. His first wife, Eliza- 
beth, bore him one daughter, Mary Elizabeth, 
who married E. Jonathan Deininger. His 
second wife, Rebecca, made him the father 
of six children, namely : Emma Elizabeth ; 
Hiester H., now deceased, long a prominent 
physician of Reading, and cashier of the 
Farmers* Bank for forty-three years; Henry 
A., deceased ; Emma Elizabeth ; Rose Cath- 
erine; and Henry A., the father of our sub- 
ject, now deceased. 

Dr. Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg, 
youngest brother of the foregoing, and ma- 
ternal grandfather of our subject, was born 
in Lancaster, Pa., in 1793, and died in 1867. 
He was a very successful physician, as well 
as a prominent public man. Me studied his 

Profession under Dr. Benjamin Rush of 
hiladelphia, and practiced medicine in Lan- 
caster almost sixty years. He was elected to 
various county offices, and was a candidate 
for Congress in his district several times, but 
as the Whigs were in the majority he was 
never so fortunate as to be elected. 



Henry A. Muhlenberg, the father of our 
subject, was born in Reading, Pa., July 21, 
1823, and was educated in the common 
branches and prepared for college by his 
father. At the age of fourteen years he 
became a student in Jefferson College, at 
Canonsburg, Pa., where he continued one 
year, passing thence to Dickinson College at 
Carlisle, from which he graduated in 1841, 
at the age of eighteen years. He was admit- 
ted to the Berks County Bar July 5, 1844, 
having spent the three years following upon 
his graduation from college in legal studies, 
in the office of his preceptor, Hon. J. Pringle 
Jones of Reading. For ten years thereafter, 
until 1854, when he was removed from life's 
scenes of activity, he was engaged in the 

fractice of his profession to a great extent, 
lowever, a great part of this period was 
taken up with public service, to which he 
devoted every energy and every power of 
mind. In the gubernatorial campaign of 1844, 
when his father was the Democratic candi- 
date for chief executive, he displayed marked 
ability as a private secretary, and conducted 
all his father's correspondence. He raised a 
company of volunteers for the Mexican War, 
but his personal tender of them was declined, 
as the state's quota had been filled. He took 
an active interest in politics, and from the 
time when he began his legal carer until his 
death, he was always a prominent figure in 
county politics. In 1847 ^"d 1848 he occu- 
pied himself in writing a " Lite of Gen- 
eral Peter Muhlenberg," of Revolutionary 
fame, which was published in 1849, by 
Cary & Hart, Philadelphia, and was well 
received. In 1849 Mr. Muhlenberg was 
elected, on the Democratic ticket, to the 
State Senate for a term of three years, and 
although he was the j'oungest member of 
that house, he became, in the latter part of 
his term, the Democratic candidate for 
Speaker. Such was his firm stand against 
government aid to such enterprises as railroad 
building, that he was characterized by Hon. 
C. R. Buckalew as being "The bulwark of 
the treasury against the assaults of outside 
interested parties." He was sligjhtly opposed 
to real Democratic sentiment, in being out- 
spoken in his advocacy of a tariff that would 
protect the great manufacturing industries of 
the country. Especially was he in favor of a 
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protective duty on iron, so that the iron in- 
dustry might be developed proportionately 
with our growth as a nation. He was de- 
voted, mind, heart and soul, to the Union, 
and unalterably opposed to the institution of 
slavery. It he had lived several years longer 
than he did, it is very certain that he would 
have been one of the first in helping to form 
the new party that elevated Abraham Lin- 
coln to the rresidency. He was elected to 
Congress from Berks County in 1852. and 
was pre3ent at thci opening of the Thirty- 
fourth Congress, but had scarcely taken his 
seat when he was stricken with illness, which 
endured but a few days, and resulted in his 
death by hemorrhage and congestion of the 
lungs, on January 9, 1854. Interment was 
had in the " Charles Evans* Cemetery '* of 
Reading. Though cut off when not thirty- 
one years of age, his life had been filled to 
the utmost with important public services, 
and he had performed as much real service 
to the community as most men would be oc- 
cupied a lifetime in doing. He was eloquent 
in debate, and very strong in executive abil- 
ity. Had he livedf, there is scarcely a doubt 
but that he would have made his mark in 
national politics and legislation. He was true 
to Readmg and its interests, and was lore- 
most in advancing beneficial projects. He 
never shunned the responsibility of his acts, 
and did what he considered to be his duty, 
regardless of what the consequences on his 
career might be. He was a man of unswerv- 
ing integrity and unblemished honor, and 
would never do anything that would lower 
himself in his own esteem or in that of others. 
He was a member of Trinity Lutheran 
Church. His marriage with his cousin, 
Annie Hall Muhlenberg, daughter of Dr. F. 
A. Muhlenberg of Lancaster, resulted in the 
birth of one child, Henry A., in whom the 
interest of this biographical history centers. 
Henry A. Muhlenberg received a thorough 
home training, and, after a one year's attend- 
ance at Gettysburg College, spent six months 
in preparing for Harvard College. He gradu- 
ated from tne latter institution m 1872, taking 
honors in history, and spent the ensuing year 
in Europe. He then read law in the office of 
George F. Baer, Esq., of Reading, and was 
admitted to the bar Nov. 8, 1875. He has 
been engaged in very successful practice 



ever since. In politics he is a Republican, 
for the family became Republican upon the 
issues of the Civil War. He has taken an 
active and important part in political work 
and organization, and was the Republican 
candidate for Congress in 1892, but failed of 
an election, because of the Democratic char- 
acter of the district. He has discharged his 
duties in every walk of life with fidelity, and 
he is most highly regarded by his fellow- 
citizens. In his religious affiliations he is 
faithful to family traditions, as well as to his 
own inclinations, and attends the Trinity 
Lutheran Church, of which he is a mem- 
ber. 




R. MILTON S. RICHARDS, who 
has been engaged in the practice of 
\QJ his profession in Rotherocksville, 
Maxatawny township, since 1867, 
is also quite an extensive dealer in real estate. 
He is a son of Michael and Adda (Becker) 
Richards, and was born September 26, 1843, 
in Lehigh County, Pa. 

Michael Richards, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born in Lehigh County, where he 
conducted a country store and followed his 
trade, that of a harnessmaker. In 1856 he 
moved to the village of Rotherocksville, 
where he engaged in the same line of busi- 
ness for many years, but the latter years of 
his life were spent in retirement. He was 
united in matrimonial bonds with Adda 
Becker, a native of Lehigh County, and they 
became the parents of seven children : Allen 
B., a harnessmaker of Geneva, N. Y.; Aquil- 
la, the wife of Jonas Ziegler, a resident of 
Rotherocksville ; Mary, the relict of Nathan 
Hertzog, lives in Lenigh County ; Lewis, 
who follows the harnessmaker's trade in 
Geneva, N. Y.; Walter F., a harnessmaker 
of Rotherocksville; Dr. Milton S., the subject 
of this sketch ; and William, a harnessmaker, 
residing at Albertus, Pa. In December, 1881, 
Mr. Richards passed into the world of rest, 
and his beloved wife still survives him. She 
is now passed eighty-nine years of age, and 
enjoys exceptionally good health. 

Dr. Milton S. Richards attended the com- 
mon schools of his native village for some 
time, after which he entered the high school 
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at Geneva, N. Y., where he took a two 
years' course. He then returned to Rothe- 
rocksville and taught for five years in the 
public schools, and attended AUentown Sem- 
inary during the summer months. In 1865, 
he took up the study of medicine in the Jef- 
ferson Medical College of Philadelphia, Pa., 
and after two years of hard study he gradu- 
ated from that institution. Immediately 
thereafter he returned to Rotherocksville, 
where he hung out his shingle and has been 
engaged in practice since. He was successful 
from the start, and has had an ever increasing 
practice. He has a complete mastery of the 
details of his profession, which fact, com- 
bined with the honest and frank manner 
manifested toward his patients, has won their 
confidence and good will. He is also a deal- 
er in real estate, in which line of business he 
has also established a large and paying pat- 
ronage. Besides his property in the village, 
he owns two farms in Lehigh County, one of 
160 acres and the other of 55. 

In 1868, Dr. Richards was united in mar- 
riage with Louisa Fritch, who is a native of 
Long Swamp township, Berks County, and a 
daughter or Horatio and Lovina (Geist) 
Fritch. Mr. Fritch, who was a clerk in a 
store in Lehigh County, is now deceased, 
and his wife, who survives him, lives in New 
Texas, Lehigh County. Dr. and Mrs. Rich- 
ards have reared six children, all of whom 
received good educations and are credits to 
the various communities in which they live. 
They are as follows : Rev. George, pastor of 
the Kelormed Church of AUentown, married 
Mary Mosser ; Mary, a graduate of the Key- 
stone State Normal School of Kutztown, 
is the wife of Dr. J. Smith of Topton, Pa.; 
Milton J., died at an early age; William died 
at the age of four years; Cora, a graduate 
of the Keystone State Normal School, is a 
teacher in the public schools in Maxatawny 
township; and Frederick Michael, a student 
at the Keystone State Normal School. Our 
subject and his wife are members of the Re- 
formed Church of Rotherocksville, of which 
he is an elder. In politics he is an unswerv- 
ing Democrat, and has been justice of the 
peace for fifteen years, besides holding many 
minor offices. He is a public-spirited man, 
and takes an active interest in the welfare of 
the village of his present residence. 




R. ALBERT FRANKLIN EAST 

of Reading has established a good 
practice in the community, and is 
one of its valuable citizens. He 
was born in Reading October 31, 1 870, and 
is a son of George and Mary (Levan) East. 
The East Family is of English extraction. 
The great-grandfather of our subject, like 
many another Englishman, in the hope of 
benefitting his condition, left his native coun- 
try and emigrated to the United States ; he 
located in tne state of Pennsylvania, where 
he spent his remaining days. He was the 
father of a family of children, one of whom 
was George, the lather of our subject, who 
was born m Reading, Berks County, Pa., in 
1831, and where he has resided to the present 
day. His wife is Mary Levan, a descendant 
of the old and highly respected Levan family 
of Berks County, of French Huguenot stock, 
that located in this county in the early colon- 
ial days. 

Dr. East was educated in the public schools 
of Reading, graduating from the high school 
with the class of 1889. Having decided 
upon a medical career as a means of obtain- 
ing a livelihood, he immediately entered the 
office of Dr. J. B. Sterley, a prominent phy- 
sician of Reading, and there pursued the 
studies of his chosen profession. Later he 
entered Jefferson Medical College of Phila- 
delphia, and was graduated from that institu- 
tion in 1893. Returning to his native city he 
formed a partnership with his former precep- 
tor for one year, and at the expiration of 
that time, he entered upon a practice of his 
own. Besides having a large general prac- 
tice, he makes a specialty of the treatment 
of diseases of women and children. The 
Doctor is well read and keeps abreast with 
the advancement of medical sciences. He is 
clinical assistant of Dr. Frankhouser, an eye, 
ear, nose and throat specialist ; he is also 
medical examiner for the Prudential Life In- 
surance Company, and has been for the last 
five years. 

Dr. East was married November 8, 1896, 
to Emma Savage of Reading. The Doctor 
is a member of the Reading, Berks County, 
and Pennsylvania State Medical Societies ; 
has served as treasurer of the Reading Med- 
ical Association two years, and as corres- 
ponding secretary of the Berks County 
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Medical Society one year. He is on the dis- 
pensary staff 01 the Reading Hospital, and 
is a dispensary physician of the Tenth Ward 
of the city. Dr. and Mrs. East are in the 
prime of life, prosperous, and surrounded 
by friends, and the outlook for a pleasant and 
useful future for them is encouraging in the 
extreme. 



/pTEORGE L. SMITH, who is engaged 
I CT" in general farming, stock raising and 
vLlJ-. dairying in Maxatawny township, is 
a son of George and Lydia (Leibensperger) 
Smith, and was born June 26, 1833, on the 
old Smith homestead. 

George Smith, Sr., the grandfather of our 
subject, was born in Lehigh County, and 
came with his father, George Smith, to 
Maxatawny township, where he located on 
the farm now owned by our subject, and 
there followed farming until his death. 
George Smith, Jr., the father of our subject, 
was born on the old homestead farm, and was 
one of the leading farmers in the community. 
He was a very prominent man, and was called 
upon to serve m several public offices. He 
was united in the holy bonds of wedlock with 
Lydia Leibensperger, a native of Lehigh 
County, and they became the parents of 
seven children, whose names are as follows : 
Stephen, deceased ; Caroline, who died at the 
age of seven years; David, who married 
Catherine Adams and resides in Lehigh 
County, where he is engaged in agricultural 
pursuits; George L., whose name heads these 
lines; Alfred, who died at the age of six 
years ; James, deceased ; and Rebecca, who 
married John Kemp of Long Swamp town- 
ship. Mrs. Smith passed into the world ol 
rest in 1864, and her husband survived her 
many years, dying September i, 1890. 

George L. Smith was reared on the farm 
and received his education in the common 
schools of his native town. After leaving 
school, he worked upon the home farm until 
1854, when he moved to Lehigh County, and 
for three years clerked in a general merchan- 
dise store. He then returned to Maxatawny 
township, and has since had charge of the 
homestead. He has made many improve- 
ments both upon the land and buildings, 



makes use of the latest types of machinery, 
and is an up-to-date farmer in every respect. 
He is a general farmer and stock raiser, and 
is very successful. He is a man of high prin- 
ciples, honest and upright in all of his busi- 
ness transactions, and is well thought of by 
his friends and neighbors. 

Our subject formed a matrimonial alliance 
with Louisa Dutt, a daughter of Thomas and 
Henrietta (Strauss) Dutt, the former agricul- 
turist of Maxatawny township. This union 
was blessed by the birth of five children, 
whose names are as follows: Lizzie, who was 
born August 2, 1865, is the wife of Edwin 
Boyer, and both reside with our subject ; 
Rev. George, a minister of Maxatawny town- 
ship ; Dr. James, a practicing physician ot 
Topton, Pa., married Mary Richards ; Anna, 
who married George Stump, a farmer of 
AUentown. Pa. ; and William, who is residing 
at home. Mr. Smith and his family are all 
members of the Union Church of Maxatawny 
township, of which he is a trustee and an 
active worker. Politically, he has always 
been a stanch Republican, and has held 
several offices of public trust. 




R. JOHN W. BROWN, a physi- 
cian who stands high in public es- 
timation, and enjoys a large prac- 
tice in and about the city of Read- 
ing, is a son of Henry and Margaret (Wert) 
Brown, and was born July 18, 1834, at Har- 
risburg. Pa. 

His grandfather, Philip Brown, a native 
of Scotland, upon coming to America, 
located at Womelsdorf, Berks County, where 
he was one of the early settlers. He later 
moved to a farm near Mechanicsville, Dau- 
phin County, where he followed farming the 
remainder of his life. 

Henry Brown, the father of our subject, 
was born in Dauphin County, Pa., in 1812, 
and his entire life was spent in agricultural 
pursuits in the vicinity of Harrisburg. He 
folded his hands in final rest in May, 1875. 
In political belie! he was an old line Whig 
and Republican. He was united in the holy 
bonds of wedlock with Margaret Wert, by 
whom he had five children : Dr. John W., in 
whom the interest of this sketch centers; 
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Elizabeth, deceased ; Mary, the wife of John 
Lingle of Philadelphia; Lucinda, who mar- 
ried Jacob Eshanour, who lives near Harris- 
burg ; and Harry, deceased. 

Dr. John W. Brown, after taking a thor- 
ough course of study in Harrisburg Acad- 
emy, began the stucly of his chosen profes- 
sion under the tutelage of Dr. J. B. Marshall 
of Annville, Lebanon County. He then 
entered the University of Pennsylvania, from 
which institution he graduated m 1870. He 
at first located at Freeburg, Snyder County, 
where he engaged in practice until 1888, 
when he moved to Tower City, Schuylkill 
County, Pa. At the expiration of five years 
of practice in that community, he located in 
Northern Alabama for about four years, 
when he moved to Reading, where he has 
been located since, and where by honest and 
conscientious labor he has established a good, 
paying general practice. He is of a genial 
and good natured disposition, and has be- 
come very popular with his fellow citizens. 

Dr. Brown was united in hymeneal bonds 
with Katie Shirk, and they have one daugh- 
ter, Ella, who is the wife of Levi Goy of 
Freeburg. He formed a second alliance with 
Mrs. Mary (Rewalt) Wilson, the relict of the 
late Thomas Wilson. Dr. Brown was be- 
reaved of his beloved wife's companionship 
by death, February 2, 1898. Socially, he is a 
member of the Knights of the Golden Eagle ; 
Knights of the Mystic Chain; and Muhlen- 
berg Lodge, I. O. O. F. of Reading. 



YS)AWSON G. DIETRICH, justice of 
I jr^ the peace and a farmer of Richmond 
Jr\9 township, was born in Greenwich 

"^^ ■ ^ township, Berks County, Pa., May 
2, 1864, and is a son of James H. and Mary 
(Behler) Dietrich. 

George Dietrich, the grandfather of our 
subject, was born in Greenwich township, 
and followed the trade of a carpenter and 
farmer all the days of his active life. James 
H. Dietrich, the father of our subject, was 
born in Greenwich township, and from his 
father he learned the trade of a carpenter, 
which he followed, with farming, all his life. 
He was joined in wedlock with Mary Behler, 
and they reared two sons — Lawson G., the 



subject of this personal history, and Calvin J.,- 
who married Eavada Trexler, and now 
resides in Greenwich township, where he is 
engaged in tilling the soil. Mr. Dietrich 

Eassed from earth August 26, 1893. Mrs. 
)ietrich in her old age is being cared for 
with filial tenderness b}' our subject. 

Lawson G. Dietrich received a good edu- 
cation: He first attended the common 
schools and then entered the Keystone State 
Normal School at Kutztown. Leaving school 
he taught ten years in Greenwich, Long 
Swamp, Rockland and Richmond townships. 
After clerking in a store one year in Reading, 
he again taught school for a short time, and 
then was elected justice of the peace. In 
1886 he took charge of a farm owned by his 
aunt, Maria H. Dietrich, which consists of 
24 acres of highly cultivated land. 

Mr. Dietricn chose for his life companion 
Mary Alice ShoUenberger, a native of Rich- 
mond township, and they were happily mar- 
ried May 20, 1893. Her father was Capt. 
ShoUenberger, who was killed in a runaway 
accident, May 22, 1893. Politically, our sub- 
ject is a firm supporter of the Democratic 
party, and is now serving as treasurer of his 
school district and as justice of the peace. 
Socially, he is a member of the Knights of 
the Golden Eagle of Kutztown, and Cove- 
nant Commanden'f Knights of Malta of Al- 
burtis, Lehigh County. He is a member 
of the Lutheran Church of Moselem, while 
his wife is a member of the Reformed 
Church of Fleetwood. Mr. and Mrs. Die- 
trich are highly esteemed by their neighbors 
and acquaintances, and are amply filling their 
stations as good citizens and valuable mem- 
bers of society. 



AMES B. FISHER, the well known 
proprietor oi the Monterey Hotel and 
a dealer in general merchandise in 
Monterey, Maxatawny township, is 
one of the most enterprising and progressive 
citizens of that village. He is a son of 
Henry and Sally Ann (Bauer) Fisher, and 
was born December 2, 1854, in Maxatawny 
township, Berks County. 

Henry Fisher, the lather of our subject, 
was born in Maxatawny township, and 
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through most of his life was engaged 
farming near the village of Monterey, where 
he closed his eyes in final sleep in 1876. His 
companion in the pathways or life was Sally 
Ann Bauer, a native of Long Swamp town- 
ship, and they reared three children, namely : 
James B., in whom the interest of this sketch 
centers; Sarah, who was united in marriage 
with Alvin Moyer, a carpenter by trade, who 
resides in AUentown, Pa.: and Emma, the 
relict of William Wesco, who also makes her 
home in AUentown. Mrs. Fisher is now 
sixty -four years of age, and is residing with 
her son in the village of Monterey, where 
she is in the midst of a large circle of friends, 
with whom she has been associated almost 
her entire life. 

James B. Fisher received his education in 
the common schools and in the Keystone 
State Normal School at Kutztown, After 
leaving school, he worked upon the farm for 
about two years. In 1878 he started a tavern 
in the village of Monterey, where he has 
since been located. After a period of four 
years he also established a large general mer- 
chandise store and made many improvements 
upon his hotel business. He was very pros- 
perous and had a large patronage, which 
steadily increased from the first. In 1895 
his hotel property burned to the ground, and 
in the foUowmg year he erected a handsome 
brick building, m which he has since con- 
ducted his hotel. He has about twenty 
large, well arranged and comfortably fur- 
nished rooms, which are made as pleasant 
and homelike as possible for his guests. He 
also sets a good table, and as the prices are 
reasonable, his establishment is one of the 
most popular in his section of the county. 

July 22, 1876, our subject and Kate Smith 
took upon themselves marriage vows, and 
their union has been blessed by the birth of 
four children, namely : Clayton, deceased ; 
Willie S., who is living at home with his 
parents ; Lilly C, deceased ; and Frederick, 
who also resides with his parents. Mrs. 
Fisher is a woman of excellent virtues, and 
comes from a well known family. She is a 
daughter of Stephen and Caroline (Smoyer) 
Smith, the former of whom was a farmer re- 
siding in Maxatawny township. Mr. and 
Mrs. Fisher are faithful members of the 
Lutheran Church. Our subject is a Demo- 



crat in his political belief, and has served as 
postmaster since 1884, performing the duties 
of that office to the entire satisfaction of all 
concerned. Socially, he is a member of the 
Knights of the Golden Eagle. 



^^EV, F. K. HUNTZINGER. a faith- 
^ ' ful servant of his Master, has been 
engaged in Divine teaching in St. 
Luke's Lutheran Church on Ninth 
street near Buttonwood, Reading, since the 
first Sunday in October, 1869. He is a son of 
Jared and Leah (Krick) Huntzinger, and was 
born in West Cocalico township, Lancaster 
County, Pa., June 18, 1844. 

Our subject traces his ancestral history 
back to two brothers, George and Bernhard 
Huntzinger, who were born in Germany, 
and who departed from their native country 
and emigrated to America during the colonial 
period. Bernhard settled in SulUvan County, 
Pa., where he engaged in farming, while 
George, the great-grandfather of our sub- 
ject, located in Schuylkill County, Pa., and 
also engaged in the cultivation of the soil. 
George was the father of a family of chil- 
dren, one of whom was Michael, the grand- 
father of our subject, born March 30, 1789, 
who moved to Berks County, Pa., and located 
near the village of Brownsville about the 
beginning of the present century. His life 
vocation was that of a farmer, in which occu- 

f>ation he was very successful. He passed 
rom this life on June 10, 1845. He married 
Eva Freiberger, and was the progenitor of a 
family of seven children, — three sons and 
four daughters. 

Jared Huntzinger, son of Michael and the 
father of our subject, was born near Browns- 
ville, Berks County, in 181 2, and his youthful 
days were spent in attending the common 
schools gf Brownsville. He was reared to 
manhood upon his father*s farm, and then 
moved to West Cocalico township, Lancas- 
ter County, and resided there some three 
years, engaged in the undertaking and build- 
ing business. In 1846 he removed to Lower 
Heidelberg township, Berks County, where 
he purchased a farm of 180 acres of well im- 
proved land ; in addition to carrying on 
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agricultural pursuits he continued his former 
occupation. In 1861, he sold the farm and 
purchased another of no acres, located in 
the same township ; upon this farm still 
stands a saw and grist mill, which our sub- 
ject's father operated in connection with 
farming until death claimed him. Relig- 
iously, he was a member and consistent 
worker of the Lutheran Church, and filled 
various church offices. He took a great in- 
terest in educational institutions, and was a 
school director of Lower Heidelberg town- 
ship a number of years. 

Jared Huntzinger chose for his life com- 
panion Leah Krick, the two being joined in 
marriage January 13, 1840. She comes from 
an old and well known family of this county, 
her great-grandfather, Francis Krick, having 
come from Europe September 11, 1731. 
Francis Krick had five sons, among them 
being Francis, who had seven sons, the 
youngest being Peter, the maternal grand- 
father of our subject. Twelve children 
blessed the union of Jared Huntzinger and 
wife, ten of whom still live and are prosper- 
ous and well-to-do citizens of the localities in 
which they reside. They were named as fol- 
lows: Eva, wife of Reuben T. Landis of 
Robesonia, this county ; Elizabeth, widow of 
the late Richard Brossman ; Amelia, who 
died in the state of Illinois; our subject was 
next in order ; Benjamin K., a prominent in- 
surance man residing at Harrisburg, Pa.; 
Mary was united in marriage with Daniel 
Ilertzog; William is a prominent merchant 
of Williamsport Indiana ; Amanda was wed- 
ded to Daniel Stover of Lancaster County, 
Pa.; John, deceased, was a miller by trade ; 
Adam, a resident of Blainsport, Lancaster 
County, is the proprietor of a general mer- 
cantile store ; Henry is a painter by trade 
and resides at Reinhold's Station, Pa.; and 
Emma, wife of William S. Fisher of Lower 
Heidelberg township, this county. Jared 
Huntzinger entered the world of rest De- 
cember 27, 1892, his demise being mourned 
by a large circle of friends and acquaint- 
ances, who knew him to be an honest, up- 
right and Christian gentleman. The mother 
of our subject, born May 23, 18 14, is now on 
the sunny slope of life, having attained the 
advanced age of eighty-four years: she was 
a good wife, is a kind and loving mother. 



of 



and is surrounded by a large circle 
friends, who hold her in dear esteem. 

Rev. F. K. Huntzinger was reared and 
educated in Lower Heidelberg township, his 
father having moved there when our subject 
was but two years of age. Upon leaving 
the district school he further prosecuted his 
preparatory training in different institutions 
of the Lutheran Church, and in 1866 entered 
the Theological Seminary of the Lutheran 
Church at Philadelphia, was graduated from 
that institution May 19, 18^, and was or- 
dained to the holy office of the ministry in 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Reading, May 26, 
1869. He immediately accepted a call to St. 
Luke*s Lutheran Church, which then had a 
membership of 40 people. Rev. Huntzinger 
is now serving his thirtieth year in the pul- 
pit of that church, and his success and pros- 
perity of the congregation is remarkable, as 
the membership has now reached the large 
total of 1,500. Two sermons are preached 
every Sunday by Rev. Huntzinger, one in 
German in the morning and the other in 
English in the evening, and this large new 
church, which has a seating capacity for 
1,200, is much too small to accommodate the 
large congregation which attend his services. 
He is a very agreeable and pleasant speaker, 
commands the closest of attention, and is 
most highly regarded by both the ministers 
of his denomination and by the members of 
his congregation. Rev. Huntzinger also 
preached at Kissinger*s from 1869 to 1881 ; 
at Lenhartsville and St. Paul's from 1870 to 
1876; at Alsace from 1873 to October 27, 
1897, and at Becker's St. Peter's since 1874. 
He is preaching at present at St. Luke's, 
Reading, and at Becker's St. Peter's, in 
Richmond township, having in care about 
1,700 confirmed members. Our subject is a 
member of The Board of Trustees of The 
Lutheran Orphans' Home of Topton, Berks 
County, Pa. 

Rev. F. K. Huntzinger on September 16, 
1869, was united in marriage with Mary M. 
Hassinger, and they were the parents of one 
son and one daughter, namely: Charles 
Henry died at the age of fifteen years; and 
Ida Catherine died at the age of twelve 
years. In 1887, when our subject's health 
failed him, he decided to take a trip through- 
out Europe, and in company with George 
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Eltz went abroad, visiting Ireland, Wales, 
England, Holland, Belgium, Germany, Aus- 
tria, and the Tyrol, crossing over into Italy 
by the Brenner Pass, and after visiting a 
number ol places in Italy, recrossed the Alps 
by the St. Cjothard Pass into Switzerland, in 
which country our subject and Mr. Eltz 
spent two weeks visiting places of interest. 
About 12 days were spent m France, nine of 
which were in Paris. Alter which they took 
a trip to London, England, where they spent 
9 days. From there they visited Liverpool, 
from which place they sailed for home, with 
our subject's health fully restored. He 
again took up his work in the pulpit and in 
1897 he took a second trip abroad, spending 
much of his time in northern and central 
Germany. His life has been an active one, 
having during his pastorate to date baptized 
nearly 5,000 children, officiated at about 3,000 
funerals, solemnized almost 2,000 marriage 
ceremonies. Our subject's portrait, appearing 
on a preceding page, adds a decided inter- 
est to the above record of a well-spent life. 






ILTON TAYLOR DONMOYER, 
a representative and influential 



business man of Kutztown, and a 
man widely known throughout 
Berks County, who is held in high esteem by 
his acquaintances as a man of strict integrity 
and sound principles, is the proprietor of a 
harness shop in the above town, and is also 
successfully engaged in buying and selling 
stock. Our subject was born in Union town- 
ship, Lebanon County, Pa., August 8, 1848, 
ana is a son of Benjamin and Hannah (Gerr 
nert) Donmoyer. 

Benjamin Donmoyer was born in Long 
Swamp township, Berks County, August 28, 
1799 ; Benjamin's father died during his early 
manhood aays, and his mother was married 
to Mr. Kiefer, who left a large estate in Max- 
atawny township, this county, to our sub- 
ject's father and his sister Hannah. Mr. 
Donmoyer resided upon this farm in Maxa- 
tawny a number of years, and was busily en- 
gaged in the cultivation of the soil. He at 
length sold this farm, and in 1845 moved to 
Lebanon County, where he purchased two 
farms and carrfed on general farming until 



1859, when he moved to Cornwall, Lebanon 
County, and spent the remainder of his life 
in quiet and happiness, enjoying a well 
earned competency. He was united in wed- 
lock with Ilannan Gernert, and they were 
the parents of the following children : Cath- 
erine ; William ; Lewis was killed at the bat- 
tle of Cold Harbor, Va., in the Civil War; 
Maria ; Franklin is a veteran of the late Re- 
bellion ; Susan ; Rodolph also took part in 
the Civil War; Milton T.. our subject: and 
Isaac, who died in childhood. Mr. Don- 
moyer died in Union township, Lebanon 
County, March 15, 1864; his wife passed 
from this earth March 20, 1864, at the age of 
fifty-nine years. 

Our subject attended the public schools of 
his native town, and when his parents passed 
from this life, he was obliged to leave school 
and battle for himself. He started as a farm 
hand, laboring at agricultural pursuits for 
one year, during which time he round farm- 
ing unsuited to nis tastes, and also worked as 
a cigarmaker for some time. He then moved 
to Trexlertown, Lehigh County, where he 
was engaged in Samuel Nagle's harness shop 
for two years ; he then spent one year in the 
West, working as a journeyman. Returning 
to Lehigh County, he located in Newtown, 
and conducted a harness shop on his own ac- 
count until 1869, when he sold his shop and 
moved to Kutztown, where he thougtit he 
would be able to meet with greater success 
in business. He accordingly started a har- 
ness-making shop, and, as his trade increased 
so rapidly, in 1875 he purchased the Colonel 
Daniel Levan property on the corner of Main 
and Greenwich streets, where he built an ad- 
ditional salesroom and workshop, and there 
carried a complete line of double and single 
harness, trunks, bags, etc.; he finally sold out 
to J. M. Wolf, a former employee. Mr. Don- 
moyer has been engaged in buying and sell- 
ing cattle since 1893 ; he travels through the 
northern and western part of the state buy- 
ing up cattle, and then ships them to Berks 
County, where they are easily disposed of. 
Our subject is manager and a stockholder of 
the Pleasant View Stock Farm, which is lo- 
cated near Kutztown, and consists of 208 
acres of land. 

Mr. Donmoyer was wedded to Hannah 
Springer, a daughter of Augustus Springer 
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of Kutzlown, and the}- are the parents of the 
following children : Jennie, the wife of 
Charles Messersmith, and the mother of one 
child, John Milton ; William Augustus is 
foreman of the knitting mills of Kutztown, 
and was united in marriage with Lillie Diet- 
rich, who bore him three children, Helen, 
Florence, and Milton, now an infant; and 
Charles Benjamin, who died aged thirteen 
months. Politically, our subject is an un- 
wavering Republican, and in 1882 was elect- 
ed on the board of prison inspectors of this 
county for a term of three years ; under 
President Harrison's administration he was 
appointed postmaster of Kutztown. Socially, 
he is a member of the Huguenot Lodge, No. 
377, F. & A. M., and is past master of the 
same : he is a charter member of the Knights 
of the Golden Eagle ; and is past chief and 
grand master of the Knights of Pythias. 
Our subject purchased the O. Boile property 
on Main street, which he remodeled, and 
later sold to Dr. A. B. Johnson. 



'HlDWIN T. BROWN, the well-known 
K) manager of the cigar box factory of 
^ I, , Brown Bros., of which firm he is 
one of the members, is an enterprising citi- 
zen of Reading. He is a son of Daniel and 
Anna (Bush) Brown, and was born in Price- 
town, Berks County, September i, 1848. 

His paternal grandfather was George 
Brown, a native and life-long resident of 
Berks County. Daniel Brown, the father of 
our subject, was born near Pricetown and 
at an early age became an apprentice to a 
Mr. Hughes., a tailor of Reading, the papers 
of indenture now being in the possession of 
our subject. He followed tailoring in his 
native town all of his active life, dying in 
1890 at the age of eighty-four years. He was 
united in marriage with Anna Bush, and 
they reared a family of six children: Levi, 
deceased, who was a general merchant of 
Lobachsville, Berks County, upon his death 
in 1875 '^*^ a wife and three children; Amelia, 
deceased, was the wife of Augustus Hope, 
and had one child ; Catherine is the wife of 
Daniel Rauenzahn of Pricetown ; Sallie is 
the wife of Abraham Breil of Reading : Caro- 
line is the wife of Jacob Rauenzahn of Read- 



ing ; and Edwin T., whose biographical 
sketch is here given. Mrs. Brown passed to 
the home beyond the grave in 1888, aged 
seventy-six years. Mr. Brown was an ardent 
Whig until the advent of the Republican 

Earty, when he joined its ranks because of 
is opposition to the institution of slavery. 
He was an active worker in the Lutheran 
Church, of which he was deacon for many 
years. 

Edwin T. Brown was reared at Price- 
town, and obtained his intellectual training in 
the public schools, after which, at the age of 
fifteen years, he entered the store of his 
brother in Lobachsville, where he was em- 
ployed for a period of three years. He then 
entered the employ of B. A. G4ase of Friedens- 
burg, Berks County, for two years, after 
which, at the age of twenty years, he em- 
barked in the mercantile and hotel business 
at Monterey. He continued in that line for 
four years, or until 1872, when he moved to 
Reading, and was engaged for fifteen years 
as traveling salesman for different liquor 
houses. In 1887, he began the manufacture 
of cigar boxes with Nathan Y. Brown & Co., 
at Seventh and Court streets, after which 
they moved to Sixth and Cherry streets and re- 
mained there for four years, when they moved 
to their present location on Eighth and Spring 
streets. The firm has since been changed 
into Brown Bros., and our subject was made 
manager of the works. They have a large 
and successful business and employ on an 
average 35 men the year through. He is a 
man of more than ordinary business propen- 
sities, honest and straightforward, and is held 
in high estimation by his fellow-citizens and 
all with whom he is acquainted. 

Mr. Brown chose as his companion in the 
pathways of life Esther A. Yoder, in 1868, 
and they became th« parents of ten children, 
six of whom are living : W. Warren of Read- 
ing, a member of the firm of Brown Bros.: 
Nathan, deceased ; Charles O., a member of 
the firm of Brown Bros.; Edwin, also a mem- 
ber of the same firm ; Lillie ; Hettie ; and 
Daniel, a graduate of the high schnool, at 
present studying architecture. In political 
belief Mr. Brown is an unswerving Republi- 
can, and takes an active part in the councils 
of his party. He has frequently been sent 
as delegate to the county and state conven- 
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tions, and in 1895, upon the death of Harry 
Hull, he was appointed Clerk of Quarter 
Sessions by Gov. Hastings to serve out the 
unexpired term, which he did in a satisfac- 
tory manner. Religiously, he is a member 
of St. Luke's Lutheran Church. Socially, 
he is a member of Huguenot Lodge, No. 
377, F. & A. M., of Kutztown : Serious Castle, 
No. 163, Knights of the Golden Eagle; Lodge 
No. 552. P. O. S. of A.; and Lodge No. 72, 
P. O. of T. A. 




WEN K. SCHULTZ, one of the rep- 
resentative agriculturists of Wash- 
ington township, whose portrait we 
show on the opposite page, is a resi- 
dent of Ball}', where he has been engaged in 
farming all his life. ' He is a son of Amos 
and Elizabeth (Kriebel) Schultz, and was 
born in Douglass, Montgomery County, Pa., 
March 23, 1851. 

His great - great - grandfather, George 
Schultz, a son of Melchior Schultz, early in 
life moved to Montgomery County and 
settled on a larm which has remained in 
possession of the family since, and is now 
owned by Abraham Schultz. In religious 
belief, he was a member of the Schwenkfeld 
Church. He passed into the world of rest 
October 30, 1776, at the age of sixty-five 
years. He was joined in the bonds of wed- 
lock on January 31, 1744, with Maria Yeakel, 
a daughter of Abraham Yeakel, and two 
children blessed their union, namely : Abra- 
ham and Melchior. 

Abraham Schultz, the great-grandfather of 
our subject, was born March 23, 1747, and 
devoted his life to tilling the soil on the old 
family homestead. He was united in mar- 
riage with Regina Yeakel, a daughter of 
Christopher Yeakel, and they reared a family 
of seven children, whose names were as fol- 
lows : Benjamin ; Adam ; Isaac ; Abraham ; 
Frederick; Joseph; Melchior. Mr. Schultz 
folded his hands in final rest December 25, 
1822, at the age of seven t^j-six years. 

Isaac Schultz, our subject's grandfather, 
first saw the light of day March 4, 1777. 
During his younger days he taught school 
some, but his main vocation was that of a 
farmer, which he followed in Upper Hanover 
9 



township, Montgomery County. He was a 
faithful member of the Schwenkfeld Church, 
which he generously supported. He reared 
a family of eight children, as follows: Amos, 
the father of our subject ; Isaac ; Abraham ; 
Daniel S.; Christina ; Joel ; Philip ; and 
Joseph. 

Amos Schultz was born May 11, 1809, in 
Upper Hanover township, Montgomery 
County, and became a very prominent man 
of his section. He was engaged in farming 
for about twenty-three years, then moved to 
Washington township, nerks County, where 
he purchased the farm ,an(jl mill site, upon 
which he built the mill now operated by 
Joseph K. Schultz, a brother of our subject. 
He operated the mill until 1882, when he re- 
tired from active business life. He was an 
earnest worker in the Schwenkfeld Church, 
and for many years was treasurer of the 
charity fund. Politically, he firmly sup- 
ported the principles of the Republican 
party, and while a resident of Douglass town- 
ship, Montgomery County, he was called 
upon to accept the nomination for member 
of the State Legislature, but respectfully de- 
clined the honor. He formed a matrimonial 
alliance on April 16, 1833, with Elizabeth 
Kriebel, a daughter of Samuel Kriebel, a 
resident of Worcester township, Montgomery 
County, by whom he had three sons and five 
daughters : Sarah, the Avife of Joel Schultz ; 
Susan, deceased, w ho married A. T. D. John- 
son of New Berlinville ; Joseph K.; who op- 
erates a flour and feed mill in Niantic, Wasn- 
ington township ; Anna, deceased ; Edwin, a 
farmer of Douglass township ; Owen K., in 
whom the interest of this sketch centers; 
Lucina; and Elizabeth, the wife of Josephus 
Gerhard of Hereford township, Berks 
County. Mr. Schultz died upon his farm in 
the month of May, 1895, at the adv^anced 
age of eighty-six years. 

Owen K. Schultz received his education in 
the common schools of Washington town- 
ship, after which he took up the occupation 
of a farmer, and has followed it since. In 
1880, he bought his father's farm of 93 acres 
of as good farm land as Washington town- 
ship affords. He has furnished it with good 
grades of stock, made great improvements 
on the barn and out-buildings, and made 
other needed changes that have made it one 
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of the most desirable farms in that vicinity. 
He is industrious and energetic, shrewd m 
business transactions, and is a successful man- 
ager. He is honest and fair in all of his 
dealings, and has many friends, who respect 
and esteem him for his true worth. Our 
subject is also agent for the Page Wire Fence 
Co. of Adrian, Mich. He is treasurer of the 
Niantic Creamery Association, which oper- 
ates a creamery at Niantic. It is one of the 
largest creameries in that section of the 
county, and has a capacity of 20,000 pounds 
of milk per day. They make a specialty of 
good butter and cheese. 

In the month of February, 1880, Mr. 
Schultz was united in marriage with Lena 
Kriebel, a daughter of Ephraim Kriebel, a 
farmer of Worcester township, Montgomery 
County, by whom he had two children: 
Chester and Mabel, both of whom live at 
home. Mrs. Schultz died April 5, 1887. His 
second union was on September 21, 1889, 
with Mary Schultz, a daughter of Adonia 
Schultz, a farmer of Worcester township, 
Montgomery County. Our subject and wife 
K are active members of the Schwenkfeld 
Church. Mr. Schultz actively supports the 
principles advocated by the Republican 
party. 



m 



^EV. JACOB MILLER, D. D., a 
prominent divine of the Lutheran 
Church in Eastern Pennsylvania, 
was born in Goshenhoppen, Mont- 
gomery County, December 11, 1788, and was 
the son of John Jacob and Hannah Miller, 
both members of the Lutheran church of 
that place. At an early age he was inclined 
to take up the medical profession, but the 
pastor of the church to which he belonged, 
the Rev. Dr. Frederick W. Geissenhainer, 
recognizing his superior mental gifts, pre- 
vailed upon him to prepare for the ministry, 
promising to afford him all needful assist- 
ance. He accordingly pursued his studies 
under the supervision 01 that gentleman for 
five years, afterwards completing his theolog- 
ical education in a private seminary in Phila- 
delphia, conducted by the Rev. Drs. Helmuth 
and Schmidt. While thus engaged he was 
called to the pastoral charge of the church 



of his native place, to fill the vacancy occa- 
sioned by Dr. Geissenhainer's removal to 
New York City. Doubting his own qualifi- 
cations to serve acceptably a congregation 
which was one of the oldest and most impor- 
tant in the synod to which it belonged, after 
much hesitation and consultation with his 
tutors, he agreed to officiate at Goshenhop- 

Een temporarily, and until the completion of 
is studies, then within a few weeks of their 
termination. His ministrations gave entire 
satisfaction, and upon receiving his license 
to preach from the Ministerium, he accepted 
the call which was then renewed, and en- 
tered fully upon his pastoral duties. He 
made his home at Falkner's Swamp, serving 
the venerable congregation at that place, in 
addition to that at Goshenhoppen, and also 
Boyer's charge, located in what is now the 
borough of Boyertown, Berks County. 

After laboring with great success in this 
field for twenty years, he, in 1829, accepted a 
call to become the pastor of Trinity Lutheran 
Church of Reading, Pennsylvania, as the 
successor of the Rev. Henry A. Muhlenberg, 
D. D., who had resigned in the previous 
year, prior to his election as Member of Con- 
gress from the Berks district. As the spirit- 
ual head of this large and influential congre- 
gation. Dr. Miller officiated with great zeal 
and success for the period of twfenty-one 
years, and until his death, which occurred 
on May 16, 1850, in the sixty-second year of 
his age. In connection with his regular 
pastoral duties he also served statedly sev- 
eral country charges in Berks County. He 
strongly championed the retention of the 
German language in all the services of the 
church, but a movement in the congregation 
for the holding in part of English services 
prevailing, the Rev. F. A. M. Keller was, in 
1842, chosen assistant pastor of Trinity 
Church, to preach in the English language 
at stated times. 

The Rev. Dr. Miller stood high in the 
councils of his church, and was several times 
honored with the presidency of the Ministe- 
rium of Pennsylvania and Adjacent States. 
He was a learned theologian and a most 
effective preacher of the Word of God, unre- 
mitting in his zeal for the advancement of 
Lutheran principles and interests, and a vigi- 
lant and faithful overseer of the spiritual 
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welfare of the people to whom he was called 
to minister. Extremely tenacious of opin- 
ions which he had maturely formed, he assert- 
ed his convictions with equal sincerity and de- 
termination. He was a speaker of extraordi- 
nary power and eloquence, and possessed a 
combmation of qualities and attainments 
which made him at once a strong champion 
of his faith and a successful leader of men. 
In personal appearance he was said to bear 
a striking resemblance to the distinguished 
statesman, his cotemporary, Daniel VVebster. 
His pulpit efforts always attracted large con- 
gregations, and his influence over his own 
people was unbounded. In recognition of 
nis scholarship and abilities the University of 
Pennsylvania, in 1838, conferred upon him 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity, but such 
was the simplicity of his pretensions that he 
could not be persuaded to make personal 
use of the title. 

Dr. Miller married, in 1813, Anna Maria, 
daughter of his first preceptor and pastor, 
the Rev. Dr. Geissenhainer, and they had 
issue four children, three sons and one daugh- 
ter. The sons died in early manhood, and the 
daughter, Emma N., became the wife of the 
Hon. John Endlich of Reading, reference to 
whom is made in the sketch of his son. Judge 
G. A. Endlich, published elsewhere in this 
volume. The widow of Dr. Miller survived 
him thirty one years, her decease occurring 
July 2, 1 88 1, at the age of a little upwards of 
eighty-six years. 

A younger brother of the subject of this 
sketch, the Rev. Conrad Miller, was a promi- 
nent and influential Lutheran pastor in Mont- 
gomery County, Pennsylvania, serving vari- 
ous charges during an active ministry 
covering a period of over thirty years. He 
died in 1852, in the fifty-fifth year oi his age. 



TT^HARLES VV. YARNELL, alderman 
I QJ in the city council from the Fifth 
V% Ward of Reading, and one of the 

^**- "^ city's largest contractors, was born 
in Bern township, this county, March 8, 
1869. and is a son of Jared G. and Catherine 
(Adams) Yarnell, and grandson of George 
Yarnell. 

George Yarnell, the grandfather of our 



subject, was a well-to-do farmer of Bern 
township, this county, where he resided all 
his active days. He was a Quaker in his 
religious views. Jared G. Yarnell, the father 
of our subject, was born on his father's farm 
in Bern township, and received his primary 
education in the public schools of that town- 
ship, which was later supplemented by a 
course in a private school in Reading. Dur- 
ing his early manhood, he learned the trade 
of a stone mason, which he followed a very 
short time, during the winter seasons teach- 
ing school ; later ne engaged in general con- 
tracting. He has been a resident of the city 
of Reading for the past thirty-one years, and 
is recognized as one of the valued citizens of 
his community. Politically, he has always 
been a conscientious Republican, and, al- 
though he has never held any political office, 
he has represented his party in many city and 
county conventions. When the late Rebel- 
lion broke out, our subject's father enlisted 
and remained until the close. Religiously, 
he is a member of Grace Lutheran Church. 
He was united in marriage with Catherine 
Adams, a daughter of Amos Adams, a resi- 
dent of Bern township, this county, and to 
this union one child was born, Charles W., 
our subject. 

Charles W. Yarnell received his intellec- 
tual training in the public schools of Reading, 
graduated from Stewart Academy, and later 
from Carroll Institute. He then took up 
civil engineering under A. Harvey Tyson, a 
prominent civil engineer of Reading, and 
worked at that line^of business a short time, 
finally entering into partnership with his 
father in the contracting business, and has 
followed that occupation up to the present 
time. Our subject is one of the progressive 
business men of his community, and is greatly 
respected as a gentleman, neighbor and 
citizen. 

Mr. Yarnell has been a life-long Republi- 
can, and always casts his vote in behalf of 
that party. He has contributed much toward 
the success of his party in his community ; 
has been a delegate to city conventions; 
served as judge of elections of the first pre- 
cinct. Fifth Ward, two terms; as secretary of 
the Republican organization of his ward two 
years; and May 2, 1898, he was elected alder- 
man from the Fifth Ward. He is a member 
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of the Patriotic Order Sons of America, 
Camp No. 678 ; and in religious views, he is 
a member of Trinity Lutheran Church. Mr. 
Yarnell formed a matrimonial alliance with 
Sallie E. Franks, and they were happily wed- 
ded October 18, 1890. The home of our 
subject and wife has been blessed by two 
children, Myrta May ; and Jared G. 




|DWIN D. KISTLER, agent for the De 
Laval Separator Co., and proprietor of 
a general merchandise store in 
Wessnersville, Albany township, Berks 
County, was born in the above township 
February 18, 1848, and is a son of Nathan 
and Catherine (Dietrich) Kistler. 

Nathan Kistler was born in Lynn town- 
ship, Lehigh County, Pa., and spent his 
entire life there, with the exception of three 
years that he lived in Albany township, 
Berks County, being engaged in farming for 
the entire period. He married Catherine 
Dietrich, who was born in Greenwich 
township, Berks County. They were the 
parents of eleven children, eight of whom 
are still living. The record is as follows: 
Caroline, deceased, was the wife of William 
Smith; Elizabeth is the wife of Samuel 
Ilawerter of Lynn township, Lehigh County, 
Pa.; Catherine, widow of the late Daniel 
Denoreville ot Mertztown,this county; Lydia 
is the wife of James Fetherolf, and they 
reside in Albany township; Samuel is a 
prominent lumberman of Rosette, Kansas; 
Edwin D. is the subject of this sketch ; 
Nathan is proprietor of a meat market in the 
town of Atchison, Kansas; William is a 
iarmer residing near Atchison, Kansas ; Mary 
married A. B. Urick, and they are residents 
of Baxter Springs, Kan.; and the others died 
in infancy. Mr. Kistler died on his farm in 
Lynn township in September, 1878. The 
mother passed from this life in March, 1877. 

Edwin D. Kistler first attended the prim- 
ary schools, and then entered the Military 
Academy at AUentown, now Muhlenberg 
College \ later he attended the Keystone 
vSlate Normal School, at Kutztown. Upon 
leaving school he taught five terms in Lynn 
township Lehigh County, and in 1872 located 
in Wessnersville, and engaged as a clerk in a 



mercantile store. One year later he bought 
his proprietor out and conducted the busi- 
ness on his own account. He runs the store 
to suit the people, and by his honesty and 
straightforwardness, he has succeeded in 
establishing a large and enviable trade. He 
is also agent for the De Laval Separator Co., 
and has many of his machines in use by the 
farmers throughout Berks County. He also 
owns a fine and productive farm located near 
the village. 

Mr. Kistler was married in 1872 to Elmira 
Levan, daughter of Benjamin and Anna 
(Lutz) Levan. Her father. was a well-to-do 
farmer and county commissioner of Berks 
County. Ten children have blessed the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Kistler. They are: Edwin 
L., who graduated from the AUentown Col- 
lege in June, 1898 ; Harry Nathan, deceased ; 
Anna C.; Mabel is attending the Keystone 
State Normal School at Kutztown, and will 
graduate in 1899; Albert Eugene is clerking 
m his father^s store ; Robert, deceased ; 
George and William, twins, both remain at 
home with their parents; Clara Belle, Maude, 
Edith, John, and Hiram Paul are all at 
home. Politically, our subject 's an active 
Republican, and for the past twenty years he 
has served as postmaster of the town. Mr. 
Kistler is a member of the Lutheran Church, 
and his wife belongs to the Reformed 
Church. 



-inx AVID M. LEIBENSPERGER, one 
I — \ of the representative farmers of 

J^ J Maxatawny township, is "a descend- 
<^^^*-^ ant of an old and well known fam- 
ily- that has resided in this section of the state 
for many years. He is a son of David and 



Lydia (Smoyer) Lcibensperger, and was born 
in the house where he now lives, October 30, 
1836. The great-grandfather of our subject, 
George Adams Lcibensperger, came from 
Germany about 1730, and settled in Lehigh 
County. 

Our subjcct*s grandfather, Mathias Lcibens- 
perger, was a native of Maxatawny town- 
shif), and was engaged in farming tfiere all 
his life, residing on the farm now owned by 
our subject. David Lcibensperger, our sub- 
ject's father, was born and reared on the 
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homestead farm, where he was always en- 
gaged in cultivating the soil. In 1830, he 
built a fine farm dwelling, which is still 
standing and in good condition. He was a 

Prosperous man, and was well and favorably 
nown in the community. He was united in 
marriage with Lydia Smoyer, and they rear- 
ed eleven children, whose names are as fol- 
lows: Reuben S., deceased; Caroline, the 
wife of Thomas Brinige, a resident of Le- 
high County, Pa.; David M., whose name 
appears at the head of this biography ; 
Lydia, who married Isaac Fegely and re- 
sides in Schuylkill County ; Susan, the wife 
of James Fegely, a resident of Reading ; 
Mary, who married Nathan Wolbert, and 
resides in Bethlehem, Pa.; Edwin Benjamin, 
deceased ; A. Alfred, a farmer living in 
Schuylkill County, married a Mrs. Bolich ; 
Rebecca, who graduated from the Keystone 
State Normal School of Kutztown. and ten 
years later took another course of study at 
Philadelphia, is now a teacher in the common 
schools of Meyersville, Pa.; Ellen, the wife 
of Benjamin oeip of Lehigh County ; and 
Oscar P., a tavern keeper, merchant and 
butcher of Schuylkill County, who married 
Ida Garnard. Mr. Leibensperger died Sep- 
tember 20, 1878, and was survived a little 
more than one year by his wife. 

David M. Leibensperger received his in- 
tellectual training in the common schools of 
his native town, after which he became a 
drover. He bought horses and cattle about 
Buffalo, N. Y., and brought them to this 
county, where they were disposed of. He 
also bought horses as far West as Iowa and 
Illinois, which he shipped to Reading and 
Allen town, where he sold them at good prices 
and realized handsome profits. He contin- 
ued in that line of business until his father's 
death, when he succeeded to the ownership 
of the homestead farm, and has since lived 
upon it and followed general farming. It 
consists of 91 acres 01 well improved land, 
upon which he raises stock and chickens, and 
conducts a dairy. He is also engaged in 
huckstering and marketing, and altogether 
does a good, profitable business. He is hon- 
est and straightforward in all his business 
dealings, for which he has the respect and 
esteem of all with whom he comes in con- 
tact in both business and social relations. 



Politically, he has always been an active 
Republican, and has served as inspector and 
judge of election in his township, and has 
held a number of minor offices. Religiously, 
Mr. Leibensperger is a loyal member of the 
Lutheran Church. 



/prE()RGE B. YODER, proprietor of 
I CTT the hotel at Dryville, Berks County, 
VjfU-. and who is also engaged in farming, 
was born in Richmond township, March 30, 
1830, and is a son of John and Magdalene 
(Breyfogle) Yoder, and grandson of John 
Yoder. 

John Yoder was born in Rockland town- 
ship, and when he grew to manhood moved 
to Maxatawny township, still later removing 
to Richmond township, where he spent the 
rest of his active days. He was a life-long 
farmer, and was one of the leading agricul- 
turists of his day. His son John Yoder, the 
father of our subject, was born in Rockland 
township, and reared in Maxatawny town- 
ship, his father having moved there when he 
was but a boy ; later he moved to Rich- 
mond township. He inherited his lather's 
aptitude for farming, and always fol- 
lowed that occupation. He was married 
to Magdalene Breyfogle, and they were the 
parents of the following children : Solomon, 
deceased, was twice married, his first wife 
was Polly Rothermel, and upon her death, 
he married Mrs. Medler, both of whom are 
living in Muhlenberg township; Elizabeth, 
deceased, wedded David Sitler; Esther is 
the wife of Amos Weidenheimer, a prosper- 
ous farmer of Richmond t,ownship; John 
married Sally Ann Sitler of Lyons, Berks 
County; George B., our subject; Obadiah 
died in infancy ; Mary, deceased, was the 
wife of David Berg, also deceased ; Hannah, 
deceased, was the wife of John Swope; 
Charity, widow of the late James Goss of 
Warrensville, Pa.; and three that died in in- 
fancy. Mr. Yoder died on his farm in Rich- 
mond township in June, 1854. The mother 
of our subject joined her husband in the bet- 
ter world in 1878. 

George B. Yoder received his schooling 
in his native township, and when he attained 
his majority he engaged in farming; and 
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later on he moved to Dryville and dealt in 
horses until 1892, when he purchased his 
present hotel, and has since been engaged in 
that business. He also owns a farm of 36 
acres, which he operates in a successful man- 
ner. Our subject always casts his vote in 
support of the Democratic party. He is a 
member of the Knights of Pythias of Fleet- 
wood. In 1852 he married Catherine Delp, 
a native of Richmond township, and a 
daughter of Daniel and Catherine (Haines) 
Delp. Her father and mother are both de- 
ceased, of whom the former was a farmer by 
vocation. Mr. and Mrs. Yoder are the par- 
ents of twelve children. This is the record : 
Daniel married Almira Faust, and is now 
conducting a hotel in Schuylkill Haven, 
Schuylkill County ; Charity, the wife of Wil- 
liam Tenplin, a resident of Reading; Amanda 
married James Leed, a farmer of Long 
Swamp township; Kate wedded Freeman 
Barton, a hotel keeper of Lyons, Berks 
County ; William married Annie Barton, and 
is the proprietor of a hotel in Topton, Pa.; 
Elmira, deceased, married Henry Rushow, a 
hotel keeper of Maxatawny village ; Alice is 
the wife of Charles Creckmile, a resident of 
Wilkesbarre, Pa.: Mary, the wife of Edward 
Holmes, a bookkeeper and clerk, residing in 
Philadelphia; Clara married Jerome Trexler, 
a merchant of Lyons; John married Jennie 
Weida, and is a hotel keeper; Anna resides 
at home; and Cyrus, who is deceased. Our 
subject and wife are members of the Re- 
formed Church. Mr. Yoder is one of the 
leading citizens of Dryville, and is highly 
respected and esteemed by all who know him. 



M 



ANIEL B. SCHAEFFER, a lead- 
ing agriculturist of Richmond 
township, is a son of Isaac and 
Rachael (Peter) SchaefTer, and was 
born in the above named township, January 
I3» 1839. 

Our subject's great-grandfather, George 
SchaefTer, was born in Germany, and came 
to this country when a young man, settling 
on the farm now occupied by George S. 
Schaeffer, and where our subject's grand- 
father, Philip, was born. 



Isaac Schaeffer, the father of our subject, 
was born in Richmond township, where he 
lived all of his life and followed the calling 
of a farmer. His union with Miss Rachael 
Peter, a native of Maiden Creek township, 
resulted in the birth of eight children, whose 
names are as follows : Daniel B., whose 
name appears at the head of this biograph- 
ical sketch ; James, a farmer residiiig in 
Rockland township, Berks County ; Eliza- 
beth, deceased ; Joel, who lives in Richmond 
township ; Charles, a resident of Ruscomb- 
manor township; Isaac, an artist of Phila- 
delphia ; Peter, who followed the trade of a 
saddler in Richmond township, is now liv- 
ing a retired life ; and Susan, the wite of 
Alexander Miller of South Easton, Pa. Mr. 
Schaeffer passed into the unknown beyond in 
the year 1850, at an advanced age. 

Daniel B. Schaeffer received his intel- 
lectual training for the duties of life in the 
common schools and in an academy in 
Northumberland County, Pa., after which he 
turned his attention to farming on his pres 
ent farm. He carries on general farming 
and owns a farm of no acres, all well im- 
proved land and under a high state of culti- 
vation. It is well supplied with neat and 
substantial out-buildings, which are so neces- 
sary for successful farming, and only modern 
improved machinery is used. In business 
affairs our subject is shrewd and calculating, 
upright and honest, and is deserving of the 
success with which he is meeting. He is a 
kind neighbor and a true friena, and is a 
credit to the community in which he lives. 

December i, 1866, he was joined in H3'- 
men's bonds with Lydia Merkel, a native of 
Richmond township, and a daughter of Ben- 
jamin and Catherine (Sharadin) Merkel, both 
of whom are now deceased. This union was 
blessed by the birth of seven children, 
namely : Rev. Isaac, a minister in the Re- 
formed Church, married Margaret Berthler 
and lives at Ashland, Pa.; Oscar, who is a 
clerk in a store, resides in Allentown, Pa.; 
Lizzie, who lives at home ; Alice ; Jerry, who 
is a student in Franklin and Marshall Col- 
lege in Lancaster, Pa.; Daniel, who died at 
the age of ten years : and Horace, who is 
living at home with his parents. Mrs. 
Schaeffer is a member of the Fleetwood 
Lutheran Church, while our subject is an 



Digitized by 



Google 












Digitized by 



Google 



^ 



CAPT. WILLIAM A. SCHALL. 
V 



Digitized by 



Google 



BERKS COUNTY 



183 



adherent of the Reformed Church of Fleet- 
wood. In politics he is a firm Democrat, 
and has served as school director for nine 
years, and has been committeeman of the 
town. 



(?•■ 



^APT. WILLIAM A. SCHALL, a vet- 
eran of the late Civil War, is one of 
the energetic and enterprising busi- 
ness men of Barto, and deals in 
lumber, coal, feed, etc. He is a son of David 
and Catherine (Endy) Schall, and was born 
at Dale Forge, Washington township, Jan. 
23, 1840. 

The ancestors of Capt. Schall were natives 
of Germany, and the first to come to this 
country was George Schall, who was accom- 
panied by his wife and son, George, the 
fjreat-grandfather of our subject. They 
anded in South Carolina in 1740. George 
Schall was born in Pflatz. Middle Shefflentz, 
Moshbower Ampt, Germany, in 1735, and 
was but five years of age when he with his 
father left the French Borderland and sought 
a home in America. He was baptized in 
Under Shefflentz Evangelical Church, but 
was confirmed in the Reformed Church of 
Middle Shefflentz. In 1757, he was united 
in marriage with Catherine Newhard, who 
was born m White Hall, Lehigh County, Pa., 
in 1740. After his marriage, he settled in 
Pike township, Berks County, where he fol- 
lowed farming until the Revolutionary War 
broke out. He then enlisted and became a 
lieutenant in Col. Daniel Hunter*s regiment, 
serving faithfully throughout the war. He 
then returned to his home in Pike township 
and followed farming until his death in 1802. 
His wife survived him one year, dying May 
5, 1803, ^"d they both lie buried in the Hill 
Church graveyard. 

George Schall, Jr., the grandfather of our 
subject, was born in Pike township, Decem- 
ber 26, 1768. He was an agriculturist by 
occupation, but also operated a grist mill on 
the old Schall homestead. Politically, he was 
a Democrat and represented his district in the 
State Senate, in 1825. In religious belief, he 
was an earnest member of the Reformed 
Church. His companion in life was Cath- 
erine Oyster, who was born August 7, 1768, 



and passed from this life July 10, 1846, at the 
age ot seventy-eight years. 

David Schall, our subject's father, was 
born and reared on the old Schall homestead 
in Pike township. In early manhood he was 
engaged in the iron business, and in 1828 be- 
gan to operate Dale Forge in Washington 
township. He manufactured bar iron and 
blooms, and continued in this line of business 
for over fifty years. In connection with the 
forge, he owned and operated a large farm, 
and demonstrated his ability to successfully 
engage in more than one line of business at 
the same time. He was an industrious and 
energetic man, and by careful management 
he accumulated consiaerable wealth and re- 
tired from active life in 1870. Politically, he 
was an unswerving Democrat, and served as 
associate judge of Berks County from 1856 
to 1866, and was county auditor from 1842 to 
1845. He was a captain in the old state 
militia. He formed a matrimonial alliance 
with Catherine Endy, by whom he had four 
daughters and five sons, namely : George, 
deceased, was a farmer on the Dale Forge 
farm and died in the sixty-fifth year of his 
age ; Amelia, deceased, was the wife of Col. 
William Trexler of Long Swamp, Berks 
County ; Emeline, who is a resident of Phila- 
delphia; Gen. John W. was a colonel of the 
87th Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf., in the Civil War, 
and is now general of the Pennsylvania State 
Guards — for seven years he served as post- 
master of Norristown, and also as recorder 
ot Montgomery County for some years : 
Hannah, who died in 1896; Capt. Wilh'am 
A., whose name heads these lines; David H., 
a customs officer of Philadelphia; and 
Alfred, who also resides in Philadelphia. 
Religiously, they were members of the Re- 
formed Church. In January of 1877, Mr. 
Schall passed into the unknown beyond, 
aged seventy-seven years. 

Capt. Schall received his intellectual train- 
ing in the Elmwood Institute of Norristown, 
and also at private schools at Reading. 
When the call for troops was made in the be- 
ginning of the Civil War, he organized and 
was made captain of Co. G. 167th Reg. Pa. 
Vol. Inf., which was mustered in for nine 
months' service. The regiment was at first 
attached to the Eighth Corps of the Army of 
the Potomac, and later to the First Corps. 
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It saw hard service and was in several en- 
gagements. Our subject was a brave and 
valiant soldier, always eager to discharge his 
full duty, and during the service made a 
record of which he may feel proud. After 
receiving his discharge, he returned home 
and was employed as clerk in a store for 
some years. In 1872 he began farming on 
the Dale Forge farm, and also dealt in lime 
for about two years. He then moved to 
Pennburg, where he conducted a coal and 
lumber yard for some years. He next en- 
gaged in the same line of business in Barto, 
and in connection with coal and lumber he 
also handled grain. He has since resided 
there, and enjoys a large and paying patron- 
age. 

In 1881, he was joined in the bonds of mat- 
rimony with Mary B. High, a daughter ot 
Ezra High, a farmer of Reading, and they 
are the happy parents of one daughter, 
Emily May. In politics, he is a Democrat, 
and has held several offices. Socially, he is 
a member of the General William H. Keim 
Post, No. 76, G. A. R. of Reading. Our 
subject and family are members of the Re- 
formed Church of Barto. Capt. Schall is 
one of the leading citizens of the commu- 
nity, and is respected and esteemed by a 
large number of friends. The publishers of 
this volume take pleasure in presenting his 
portrait, which appears on a preceding page 
in proximity to this. 



EDWARD WANNER, who is close- 
ly identified with a number of busi- 
ness enterprises in the city of Read- 
ing, is general bookkeeper of the 
National Union Bank of that city, where he 
has always been among the foremost of the 
leading citizens. He is a son of Hon. Amos 
B. and Clementine C. (Zieber) Wanner, and 
was born in Reading on July 1 1, 1864. 

His grandfather was John Wanner, who 
was born in Berks County, near Fleetwood, 
where he spent most of his life in agri- 
cultural pursuits, being one of the good, sub- 
stantial citizens of that community. 

Hon. Amos B. Wanner, who was a prom- 
inent attorney-at-law of Reading, was born 
in Maxatawny township, Berks County, Pa., 



December 25, 1831, and was intellectually 
equipped for the battles of life in the public 
schools of Berks County, and in an academy' 
in the vicinity of Philadelphia, He then 
took up the study of law under the direction 
of his brother, Joel B. Wanner, and was ad- 
mitted to the bar of Berks County at Read- 
ing. He was a man ot sagacity, good judg- 
ment, and public spirit, which combined to 
make him one of the leading and most suc- 
cessful lawyers of Reading. He had a very 
large clientage, and continued in practice 
there until his demise, October 30, 1892. In 
political affairs he was an enthusiastic sup- 
porter of the Democratic party, and was 
called upon to accept many public offices. 
He served as president of the town council 
for many years, and in 1875 ^"d 1876 he 
represented the city of Reading in the State 
Legislature, being one of the first two to 
represent the city after it became a separate 
legislative district. He served his constitu- 
ents faithfully and well, and added greatly to 
the number of his friends while in that oftice. 
In his religious affiliations, he was an active 
worker for many years in the Second Re- 
formed Church of Reading, of which he was 
at one time elder. Fraternally, he was a 
member of Chandler Lodge, No. 227, F. & A. 
M.; Excelsior Chapter, No. 237, R. A. M.; 
and Reading Commandery, No. 42, Knights 
Templar. He was united in matrimonial 
bonds with Clementine C. Zieber, whose 
death occurred on April 17, 1893, and they 
were the parents of the following children: 
Howard Philip, J. Edward, and George A. 
Howard Philip, who was a graduate of the 
Palatinate College of Myerstown and of 
Franklin & Marshall College of Lancaster, 
studied law and entered into partnership 
with his father. The son and father prac- 
ticed together very successfully until the lat- 
ter's death, after which the son continued 
ahme until December 17, 1895, when he too 
passed into the unknown beyond. George 
A. was born August 10, 1867, and, after his 
graduation from the Reading High School, 
in the class of 1885, entered the Inter-State 
Commercial College of Reading. He grad- 
uated from the latter institution in 1886, and 
upon the organization of the Reading Paper 
Box Company in 1892, became treasurer of 
the concern, in which capacity he has since 
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served. He was also made treasurer of the 
Reading Braid Company in 1894. which 
office he still retains, rolitically, he is a 
Democrat, whilst in religious faith and iel- 
lowship he is a member of the Reformed 
Church. 

J. Edward Wanner, after completing the 
required course in the public schools of his 
native town, entered Eastman's Business Col- 
lege of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., from which he 
was graduated in November, 1882. He then 
returned to Reading and accepted a position 
with the National Union Bank, with which 
he has been identified from that day to this, 
at present holding the responsible position of 
general bookkeeper. He was also one of the 
organizers of the Reading Paper Box Com- 

Eany, which was incorporated in 1893, and 
as served as president since the demise of 
his brother, Howard P. He is also president 
of the Progressive Building & Loan Associ- 
ation. He takes an active interest in matters 
of a political nature, and is an unswerving 
supporter of the Democratic party. He is 
vice-president of the Americus Club, a 
Democratic organization whose chief aim is 
to further the interests of the party. He is 
also president of the Reading School Dis- 
trict. Socially, he is a member of Reading 
Lodge, No. 549, F. & A. M.; Excelsior Chap- 
ter, No. 237 ; Reading Commandery, No. 42, 
Knights Templar; and Rajah Temple, A. A. 
O. N. M. S. Mr. Wanner possesses many 
excellent traits of character, and is highly es- 
teemed by a large circle of friends through- 
out the county. 



(L"i 



PHILLIP BISSINGER, who 
many years conducted the Bis- 
singer Cafe, the finest in the city of 
Reading, and one of the best in this 
section of the state, is now living in retire- 
ment, but is still the owner of that popular 
house. He is a public-spirited man, and has 
always taken an interest in enterprises, which 
have not only proved remunerative to him- 
self, but were also of benefit to the city. He 
is a son of George and Elizabeth (Blaul) Bis- 
singer, and was born January 24, 1842, in 
Duerkheim, Germany. 

George Bissinger, the father of our subject. 



was born in Germany, and located in Balti- 
more, Md., upon coming to America. He 
was a musician of exceptional talents, and 
was a music instructor in Baltimore until his 
death in 1866. He was united in marriage 
with Elizabeth Blaul, and became the father 
of a large family of children, one of whom 
was Phillip, the subject of this biographical 
sketch. 

Capt. Phillip Bissinger received a good 
primary education in the public schools of 
Germany, and, after coming to America in 
185s, he completed it in the public and priv- 
ate schools of Lancaster, Pa. Upon leaving 
school he accepted a clerical position in Lan- 
caster, which he held until the outbreak of 
the Civil War, when he enlisted in the 79th 
Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf. He is a man of spirit, and 
made an enviable record as a soldier, being 
promoted from time to time, and when he 
left the service he bore the rank of captain, 
the title by which he has since been known. 
In 1866, after the close of the war, he took up 
his residence in Reading, where he took 
charge of a saloon on Penn street, and soon 
after erected a fine buildings which he con- 
verted into a fine cafe, which soon became 
known far and wide as the best in this section 
of the state. Mr. Bissinger catered only to 
the best class of patrons, and his establish- 
ment soon became a popular resort for the 
fashionable and higher class trade. He was 
successful beyond his fondest expectations, 
and in 1896 retired to enjoy a well-earned 
rest, although he is still the owner of the 
cafe. He has also been interested in many of 
the principal industries of Reading, and was 
instrumental in establishing the Reading 
Brewing Co., in 1886. He was the leader of 
the Germania Orchestra of Reading, being 
a musician of ability, and continued as such 
for many years. 

Mr. Bissinger was united in matrimonial 
bonds with Ida Rosenthal, a daughter of 
William Rosenthal of Reading, January 28, 
1880. In political belief he is a member of 
the Democratic party, and has served as a 
member of the park board. Socially, he 
belongs to the Masonic Order of Reading, 
Post No. 43, G. A. R., Union Veteran Legion 
and Loyal Legion. Capt. Bissinger has given 
due attention to the cultivation of his finer 
tastes, although he has been an exceedingly 
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busy man most of his life. Being extremely 
fond of travel, he has visited many of the 
leading cities of Europe and America; he is 
very partial to the state of California. He 
possesses a genial and good natured disposi- 
tion, is a pleasant conversationalist, and has 
scores of friends throughout this section. 




■ENRY SEIVARD, a stockholder 
and director of the Reading Radi- 
ator Co., and superintenoent of 
patterns and machinery of the Mt. 
Penn Stove Works of Reading, is one of the 
hustling and progressive business men of 
that city. He was born at Birdsboro, Berks 
County, Pa., November 12, 1839, ^^^ ^^ ^ son 
of Abraham and Catherine (Keinard) Seivard, 
and grandson of Jacob and Catherine (Wolf) 
Seivard. 

Jacob Seivard was a native of PlowviUe, 
Berks County, where he resided all his life, 
engaged in the pursuits of an agriculturist. 
He was united in the bonds of wedlock with 
Catherine Wolf, and they were the parents 
of seven children — three sons and four daugh- 
ters. Abraham Seivard, the father of our 
subject, was born in Plowville, this county, 
and when he grew to manhood engaged m 
teaming around the Iron Works. He enter- 
ed the world of rest in 1879, ^^ the age of 
seventy-two years. He chose for his life 
companion Catherine Keinard, and to this 
union a family of seven children was born — 
three sons and four daughters. 

Henry Seivard was reared principally at 
Hopewell Furnace, Chester County, Pa., his 
father having moved there when our subject 
was but six years of age. Our subject pos- 
sesses a good education, which he acquired 
in the public schools of Hopewell Furnace ; 
upon attaining his majority, he began learn- 
ing the trade of a carpenter, and followed 
that occupation five years in Knauertown. 
Chester County, Pa. In 1868 he engaged in 
foundry pattern making for Orr, Painter & 
Co. of^ Reading, and remained in their em- 
ploy thirteen years. In 1881, in company 
with the following gentlemen, he organized 
the Mt. Penn Stove Works of Reading: 
William M. StaufTer, John McKnight, Silas 
H. La Rue and Zeddock Boone. The Mt. 



Penn Stove Works manufactured stoves, 
ranges and furnaces, and it now ranks among 
the first-class stove works in Berks County. 
It was originally a partnership company, but 
has since been changed to a stock com- 
pany, having been reorganized June 13, 1882, 
with the following officers: Samuel H. Kutz, 
president ; J. Allison Orr, general superin- 
tendent; and M. B. McKnight, secretary and 
treasurer. Mr. Seivard is also a stockholder 
and a director of the Reading Radiator Co., 
formerly the Adams Radiator Co., which es- 
tablishment also does a large business. Mr. 
Seivard has a number of men under his di- 
rect supervision, and tills his position as su- 
perintendent with great credit to himself and 
satisfaction to all concerned. He is a gentle- 
man of more than ordinary ability and rare 
intelligence. 

On January 15, 1865, Mr. Seivard was 
united in the bonds of matrimony with Eliz- 
abeth M. Shick of Chester County, Pa. 
They both hold memberships in the United 
Evangelical Church of Reading, 



JSAAC W. HULL. This worthy and 
influential citizen of the city of Read- 
ing, Pa., who has been a life-long resi- 
dent of Berks County, has contributed 
his share toward the prosperity and growth 
of the city. This gentleman, whose biogra- 
phy we write, is now serving his third term 
\n the select council, representing the Four- 
teenth Ward in that body, having been 
elected on the Democratic ticket. Since 
becoming a resident of Reading, our subject 
has been in the employ of the Reading Hard- 
ware Works, and since the year 1879 ^^ has 
been serving in the capacity of foreman of 
the foundries. He was born in Heidelberg 
township, Berks County, Pa., August 15, 
1854, and is a son of Aaron and Ellen 
(Bowers) Hull, and grandson of George 

George Hull was of German extraction, 
and was born and reared in Oley township, 
this county, but in early life moved to 
Heidelberg township, where he pursued the 
vocation of an agriculturist until death 
claimed him. He was joined in the bonds of 
matrimony with Elizabeth StefTy,and they 
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became the proud parents of a family of 
children, one of whom was Aaron, the father 
of our subject, who was born in Heidelberg 
township in 1831. Aaron remained on his 
father's farm during his bo)'hood days, and 
was educated to agricultural pursuits, but, 
upon attaining his<nanhood, he adopted as his 
occupation school teaching and surveying. 
Upon the breaking out of the Civil War, Mr. 
Hull was among the first to offer his services 
in defence of the Union, and enlisted in Co. 
K, 151st Reg,, Pa. Vol. Inf., receiving an 
appointment as corporal; in the year 1862 
our subject's father was granted a furlough, 
and while on his leave of absence he was 
taken sick and died near Wernersville, Pa. 
Mr. Hull was an intelligent man and a valu- 
able member ot his community, and per- 
formed all the obligations of a dutiful citizen. 
In his political views, he firmly upheld the 
principles of the Democratic party, and serv- 
ed his fellow-citizens as justice 01 the peace, 
and as a school director. 

Isaac Hull received his intellectual train- 
ing at the Mt. Joy Orphan School, spending 
three years in that institute ; his first business 
engagement was that of a clerk, being em- 
ployed in a Penn street store, where he 
remained but a short time, when he entered 
the employ of the Reading Hardware Works; 
he served an apprenticeship to the moulder's 
trade, which he followed until 1879, when he 
was promoted to his present position, that of 
foreman. Our subject has proven himself 
worthy of his present position, commanding 
both the respect of his superior officers and 
the men under him. 

Mr. Hull has always been a strong Demo- 
crat, and has contributed much toward the 
success of his chosen party in his commu- 
nity ; he served two years as a school direc- 
tor and then resigned that position, as he 
moved to another ward in the city; in 1893 
he was elected as a select councilman for a 
term of one year, receiving a majority of 48 
votes over the opposing candidates; in 1894 
our subject was again elected to the same 
position for a term of four years, increasing 
his majority over the other candidate to 
sixty-eight votes; and in 1898, he was again 
honored with a seat in that body, receiving a 
majority of ninety-nine votes in a Republican 
ward. In 1897 our subject was [^resident of 



the council and in 1898 he served as a dele- 
gate to the county convention ; he has also 
served as secretary of the Sixth Ward Dem- 
ocratic Club, of which he is an enthusiastic 
leader. Fraternally, Mr. Hull is a member 
and past officer of Perseverance Council, 
No. 19, Jr. O. U. A. M.; a charter member 
and one of the first officers of General 
George G. Meade Camp. No. 16, S. of V.; 
the Reading Hardware Beneficial Associ- 
ation, of which he is a charter member ; and 
a member and financial secretary of Camp 
No. 691, P. O. S. of A. Religiously, our 
subject and family are prominent members 
of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
Mr. Hull formed a matrimonial alliance with 
Julia Britton, and they became the happy 
parents of a family of eight children, wno 
were named as follows : Ida ; Richard, de- 
ceased ; John ; George ; Frank, deceased ; 
Ellen, deceased ; Florence ; and Walter, also 
deceased. Our subject is now in the prime 
of life, and his record is an honorable one, 
and he has, as he deserves, the respect, 
esteem and confidence of his fellow-citizens. 
He is interested in every good work for the 
benefit of the community in which he lives, 
and any project to enhance its welfare finds 
in him an active helper. 



-ir^R. THEODORE PACHALI, who 
I — \ has been engaged in the practice 
Il9y <^f his profession in the city of 
<^^^*-^ Reading since 1869, is a son of 
August and Florentina (Radeck) Pachali. 
He is a native of Germany, and was born in 
Lissa, Kingdom of Prussia, April 10, 1846. 

Dr. Pacnali received his primary educa- 
tion in the public schools of Germany, which 
far surpass those of any other country in 
efficiency. After completing the elementary 
and gymnasium course, he entered the Medi- 
cal Department of the University o( Kiel, 
fraduating from that institution in 1865. 
le then entered the German Navy and 
practiced his profession for three years, dur- 
ing which time excellent opportunities were 
presented to him to perfect his knowledge 
and become an experienced physician and 
surgeon. He was also employed for one 
year on the North German Lloyd Line, run- 
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ning between Bremen, Germany, and Balti- 
more, one of the most important of emigrant 
lines. He came to Readmg during the holi- 
days in 1869, where he has since been engaged 
in practice. His many years of study in an 
excellent medical college and practice in the 
navy have wxU fitted him to care for his 
large practice, and he is thoroughly capable 
of handling the most complicated cases. He 
has a true sense of professional honor, and is 
always fair and honorable in his treatment of 
his fellow practitioners, who respect him as 
a credit to the medical Iraternity. 

Dr. Pachali formed a matrimonial alliance 
with Sallie E. Moyer, a woman of many 
virtues, who possesses the love and friendship 
of all with whom she is acquainted. Our 
subject is a member of the Knights of the 
Golden Eagle; and of the Ancient and Illus- 
trious Order of the Knights of Malta, of 
which lodge he is the Past Commander. A 
portrait of the Doctor appears on a near-by 
page. 



KEV. LEWIS SMITH, who has been 
engaged in Divine teaching in vari- 
ous communities since 1877. ^s at 
m^ present without a charge, although 
he is frequently called upon to fill the pulpit 
in the different churches of this locality and 
to aid ministers in keeping their appoint- 
ments. He is a man of high principles, has 
an exalted ideal as a standard of true man- 
hood, and makes it his chief aim to endeavor 
to live up to it and to exemplify his teach- 
ings to the people. He has resided at No. 
708 North Ninth street, Reading, since 1896, 
and by the kind and ChristianTy demeanor 
which he manifests toward all, and by his 
simple and unostentatious manner of living, 
he has many well-wishers. 

Rev. Mr. Smith was born in Pomerania, 
Germany, November 5, 1845, ^"d is a son of 
Charles and Mary Smith, both of whom 
were natives of Germany. He obtained his 
intellectual equipment for the great battle 
with life in the private and public schools of 
his native country, which in efficiency prob- 
ably surpass those of any other country 
in the world. After his confirmation by 
Rev. Lengerich in the fall of 1858, and his 



admission as a member to the Lutheran 
Church, he emigrated to America and landed 
in New York City, in December, 1858, after 
a voyage of sixty-seven days. He soon after 
moved to Muhlenberg township, Berks 
County, where he attended the public schools 
in the winter, and in the summer months en- 
gaged in agricultural pursuits. In 1864, the 
gravest period of the Civil War, when the 
country was overspread by a deep gloom, he 
enlisted in Co. H, 205th Keg. Pa. vol. Inf., 
under the command of Gen. Hartranft in 
the Ninth Army Corps, stationed before 
Petersburg, Va. He took an active part in 
the battle of Fort Steadman, and the taking 
of Petersburg, April 2, 1865. After the ex- 
piration of his term of enlistment, he entered 
the Keystone State Normal School of Kutz- 
town, where he was in attendance for two 
years, and then was a student in Prof. Brun- 
ner*s Academy in Reading. From 1867 to 
1873 he was engaged as a teacher in the 
public schools, and proved himself an able 
instructor. During th^it period he managed 
to save enough money to enable him to take 
a course in the Evangelical Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary in the fall of 1874. There 
he was fully prepared- to do battle with sin, 
and was ordained to the ministry at Allen- 
town in 1877. Immediately thereafter he was 
installed as minister of the church of that 
denomination at Dushore, Sullivan County, 
where he continued for a period of two 
years. He was then given a charge at 
Cogan Station, from whence he was called to 
Weatherly in 1883, and remained for a period 
of six years. From 1889 to 1896 he was 
located at Ellenville, N. Y., after which he 
came to Reading, where he has since resided. 
As a minister. Rev. Smith stands among the 
first; although in his enthusiasm he fre- 
quently soars into the realms of eloquence, 
he states the truths of the Bible in their 
simplest and most comprehensible form, 
always leaving a deep impression upon the 
minds of the hearers. 

Mr. Smith was united in hymeneal bonds 
with Catherine D. Hoch, a member of one of 
the most prominent families of Oley town- 
ship, Berks County, where she was born on 
the old family homestead, which has been in 
the possession of the family for many genera- 
tions. Her grandfather was Daniel Hoch, 
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who was prominent among the early settlers 
of the township. He lived upon the old 
family homestead, where Jacob Hoch, the 
father of Mrs. Smith, was born in 1798, and 
became one of the good, substantial agricul- 
turists of the community. He was joined in 
marriage with Catherine DeTurck, who came 
of old French-Huguenot stock and a well- 
known family of Oley township. Mr. Hoch 
was called to his rest beyond the river of 
death in 1878. Rev. Mr. Smith's father and 
mother moved to Chicago, 111., where the 
former died in 1882, and where the latter still 
resides. 



m 



.LI AM SCHMICK, deceased, was 
one of the leading agriculturists of 
Maxatawny township, where he 
was engaged in farming all of his life. He 
was a son of Henry and Anna (Hager) 
Schmick, and was born in Maxatawny town- 
ship, Dec. 13, 1838. ^. 

Henry Schmick, the father of our subject, 
was born in Maxatawny township, and dur- 
ing his entire life was engaged in tilling the 
soil. He was an active church worker, and 
an adherent of the faith of the Reformed 
Church. He was united in the holy bonds 
of matrimony with Anna Hager, a native of 
Greenwich township, and they became the 
parents of one son, William, the subject of 
this personal history. Mr. Schmick was 
called Home June 24, 1897, and his wife pre- 
ceded him nineteen years, dving March 20, 
1878. 

William Schmick received a good common 
school education, after which he attended 
the State Normal School at Bloomsburg, 
Pa. After completing his schooling, he re- 
turned home, and after his marriage settled 
down on the old homestead farm and lived 
there until the time of his death, August 29, 
1888. He was a shrewd and successful busi- 
ness man, honest and upright in all his deal- 
ings, and had many friends who loved him 
for his many beautiful traits of character, 
and after his departure to a better world, they 
mourned him as they would a brother. 

He formed a matrimonial alliance with 
Elizabeth Zimmer, August 4, 1867, and they 
became the happy parents of two children, 



who were reared under religious influences 
and received good educations. They are as 
follows: Anna, who was born October 29, 
1871. and now resides with her mother in 
Kutztown, was educated at the Keystone 
State Normal School of Kutztown; and 
Henry, born September 12, 1875, who 
also resides at home. Mrs. Schmick was 
born in Greenwich township. May i, 
1841, and is a daughter of Daniel and Caro- 
hne (Wright) Zimmer. Daniel Zimmer was 
born in Greenwich township, where he al- 
ways lived and followed the trade of a shoe- 
maker. The latter years of his life were 
spent in retirement, and he passed to his 
eternal rest in 1896. Our subject was a 
Democrat in his political beliei, but took 
only the interest of the ordinary citizen. He 
and his beloved wife were members of the 
Reformed Church, but now Mrs. Schmick is 
a member of the Lutheran Church of Kutz- 
town, in which place she has resided since 
1896. She still owns the homestead, which 
consists of 130 acres of valuable farm land. 
Mrs. Schmick is a true, virtuous woman, and 
since her residence in Kutztown has made 
many friends, numbering them almost by her 
acquaintances. 



j^^ETER TEXTER, one of the leading 

^ ) cigar manufacturers of Reading, and 

an esteemed 

was born 




m 



citizen of that city. 
Lower Heidelberg 
township, this county, August 28, 1847, ^"^ 
is a son of Peter and Mary (Showers) Textcr, 
and grandson of Martin Texter, who was 
born m Lower Heidelberg township, where 
he spent his entire life following the pursuits 
of an agriculturist. 

Peter Texter, the father of our subject, 
was born in Lower Heidelberg township, 
January i, 181 5, and was brought up on his 
father's farm. In i860 he moved to Reading, 
and for three years he conducted a hotel ; he 
finally disposed of the hotel business, and for 
the subsequent ten years he followed the vo- 
cation of a stonemason. At the expiration 
of that time he purchased a tract of land and 
engaged in farming, and was one of the 
progressive farmers of his community, suc- 
ceeding in accumulating an ample compe- 
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tency, and is now leading a retired life in 
Reading. Politically, he was a stanch Demo- 
crat up to i860, wnen the Civil War broke 
out; the antagonism of his views on the ques- 
tion of slavery to the principles declared by 
the Democratic party forced him to join the 
ranks of the Republican party. He was 
united in marriage with Mary Showers, and 
they are the parents of the following children, 
namely : Jonn, who resides in Reading, is a 
hatmaker by trade ; Amelia, wife ot Philip 
Fisher, ' a carpenter ; Annie, who married 
Isaac Mourer, a resident of this city, and a 
contractor and builder, whose sketch is pub- 
lished on another page of this work ; Cather- 
ine, wife of Joseph Harok, a laborer; Peter, 
the subject of this brief history ; and Henry, 
a laborer of Reading. 

Our subject received his education in the 
public schools of Reading, and then learned 
the trade of a cigarmaker, which he followed 
for ten years, and then entered the Reading 
Hardware Works, where for four years he 
was engaged in brass turning. In 1878 he 
engaged in business for himself, as a manu- 
facturer of cigars, and puts on the market a 
first class cigar and commajids a large and 
enviable trade. Politically, he adheres to the 
principles of the Republican party, and has 
been active in politics ever since he became 
of age. He has represented his fellow- 
citizens in the city councils, and in county 
and state conventions. He has also served 
as assessor for a term of four years. He was 
nominated for the State Legislature at the 
city convention held in Reading, September 
6, 1898, by the Republican party. Socially, 
he has been a member of Liberty Fire Com- 
pany for the last twenty-three years. Mr. 
Texter was joined in the bonds 01 matrimony 
with Harrietta Wesley, daughter of Samuel 
Wesley, a resident of Robeson township, this 
county. As a result of this happy union one 
child was given them, William, born April 14, 
1871. 



-ir>. R. PERRY K. DREIBELBIS, a 

I — \ veterinary surgeon, and a valued 
Vsy citizen of Greenwich township, 
r'^^^ was born in that township Febru- 
ary 7, 1858, and is a son of Mannassir and 



Christiana (Kline) Dreibelbis, and grandson 
of John Dreibelbis. 

John Dreibelbis, the grandfather of our 
subject, was the first of the Dreibelbis family 
to locate in Greenwich township. He was 
engaged in tilling the soil on a farm next to 
the one owned by our subject. The father 
of our subject was born in Greenwich town- 
ship, this county, and when but a boy he 
learned the trade of a millwright, which he 
followed in the same township all his life, 
with the exception of one year, when he 
lived in the state of Ohio. He was joined in 
the bonds of matrimony with Christiana 
Kline, and they reared a family of ten chil- 
dren, namely : Solomon, a notary public and 
surveyor of Hamburg township; Elizabeth, 
widow of the late Amos Heinly of Windsor 
township ; John died in 1880 : Jacob died at 
the age of sixteen years ; Hannah, deceased ; 
two that died in infancy ; Thomas died in 
1 89 1 ; Perry K., the subject of this brief 
notice; and Catherine, the wife of George 
Deitrich, a carpenter residing in Lenharts- 
ville, this county. Mr. Dreibelbis died on 
his farm December 15, 1896. The mother of 
our subject now resides on the old home- 
stead, and is past her eightieth year. 

Dr. Perry K. Dreibelbis received a liberal 
education in the common schools of his 
native town ; having determined upon the 
profession of a veterinary surgeon, he accord- 
ingly went to Toronto, Canada, and entered 
the Ontario Veterinary College, and was 
graduated March 27, 1885. Returning home 
he purchased 3 acres of the old homestead, 
and built a neat home and office, and there 
began to follow his chosen profession. He 
carries a full line of drugs for horses and 
cattle, and has succeeded in building up a 
large practice. 

Dr. Dreibelbis was united in Hymen's 
bonds December 28, 1878, with Louisa Seip, 
who was born in Greenwich township Feb- 
ruary 10, 1861. Her parents were John B. 
and Maria (Riegelman) Seip, and they both 
reside in Greenwich township. Our subject 
is a member of the Veterinary Medical Asso- 
ciation of Philadelphia. Both he and his 
wife are members of the New Jerusalem 
Reformed Church of Dreibelbis. Dr. Drei- 
belbis is a full-blooded Democrat, and earn- 
estly supports his party and its measures on 
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all occasions. In 1887, when the station 
Dreibelbis was named, he was appointed 
postmaster, which position he holds at the 
present time. He has labored diligently and 
industriously to perfect himself \n his pro- 
fession, and has been remarkably successful. 




■UNTER HENNINGERisoneofthe 
leading undertakers and embalmers 
of Reading, and has been success- 
^ fully engaged in that line of busi- 
ness all his life, havmg learned it from his 
father. He is a son of John R. and Marion 
(Hunter) Henninger, and was born in the 
above city April 26, 1863. 

The grandfather of our subject was one of 
the early settlers of Kutztown, where he 
followed the calling of a farmer. John R. 
Henninger was born near Kutztown August 
18, 1824, and his younger days were spent 
learning the trade of a shoemaker, which he 
followed at Kutztown and later at Milton, 
this state. In 1857 he became a resident of 
Reading, and after following his former trade 
a short time, he embarked in the undertaking 
business; in 1870 he engaged in the business 
on his own account, and his establishment 
was located on Fifth, between Penn and 
Court streets; one year later he removed his 
establishment to No. 1025 Penn street, where 
he successfully carried on that line of busi- 
ness the rest of his life. His strict attention 
to business and his honest methods soon won 
for him the confidence and esteem of the 
entire city. Religiously, he was a member 
of the Second Reiormed Church of Reading. 
He was united in marriage with Marion 
Hunter, who was born August 13, 1823, and 
died January 18, 1892. She was a daughter 
of John Hunter, a native of Londonderry, 
Ireland, who came to the United States when 
but twelve years of age ; he located in Milton, 
Northumberland County, Pa., where he pur- 
sued the vocation of a farmer. Mr. and Mrs. 
Henninger were the parents of the following 
children : Sarah J., the wife of Granville D. 
Hangen of Reading ; William R. is engaged 
in the furniture business in Reading ; Mary 
E., the wife of William H. Swartz, is also a 
resident of the above-mentioned city; Na- 
thaniel C. is a prominent undertaker and 



furniture dealer of New Holland, Lancaster 
County, Pa. ; Ida C. ; Annie E. was united in 
the bonds of matrimony with Charles Levois, 
and they reside in Reading ; Hunter, whose 
name heads this biographical sketch; and 
Clara A. Our subject's father passed from 
this life December 26, 1890. 

Hunter Henninger received his primary 
education in the public schools of Reading, 
and then took up the undertaking business 
with his father. Later he entered the Mas- 
sachusetts School of Embalming, and upon 
his graduation he entered Clark's School, and 
then a school under the direction of Prof. 
F. A. Sullivan. In June, 1895, he became a 
partner in his father's establishment, and the 
new firm was known as J. R. Henninger & 
Son ; the business was conducted under that 
name until the death of our subject's father. 
Our subject became sole proprietor on Jan- 
uary I, 1891. He has built up the largest 
patronage of any undertaker of Berks County 
by his untiring energy and close application 
to business. Mr. Henninger is recognized as 
one of the valued citizens of Reading, and is 
held in high esteem by his fellowmen. 

Mr. Henninger formed a matrimonial alli- 
ance with Rebecca Boyer, and they were 
united in marriage October 2, 1890; she was 
a step-daughter of Edward W. Alexander, a 
prominent resident of Reading. Our sub- 
ject's wife died September 24, 1893, aged 
twenty-eight years. Mr. Henninger is a 
member of Reading Lodge, No. 549, F. & 
A. M.; is past master of Reading Chapter 
No. 152; De Molay Commandery, No. 9, K. 
T. ; Philadelphia Consistory, Thirty-second 
Degree, A. A. S. R. ; Rajah Temple, A. A. O. 
N. M. S. ; Knights of the Golden Eagle ; 
Knights of Friendship ; and Royal Arcanum. 



EUGENE P. DETURK, one of the 
bright, young, energetic business men 
^^ of Kutztown, and proprietor of the 
leading hardware store, was born in Maxa- 
tawny township, this county, December 11, 
1865. He is a son of William and Elizabeth 
f Butz) De Turk, and grandson of John and 
Susanna (Knabb) DeTurk. 

John De Turk located in Oley township, 
Berks County, Pa., where he purchased a 
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large tract of land, and became one of the 
prosperous agriculturists of his community. 
He was united in the bonds of wedlock with 
Susanna Knabb, and a family of five children 
were born to them, namely : Amos, Nathan, 
Susanna, William and Sarah. Mr. DeTurk 
died at the age of seventy-two years, and his 
wife was about sixty years when she was 
called to her reward. 

William De Turk, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born in Oley township, Berks 
County, March i8, 1829. He was reared to 
agricultural pursuits and followed farming 
until 1 86 1, and then moved to Maxatawny 
township, where he purchased the Egidius 
Butz farm. There he carried on general 
farming until 1882, when he moved to Kutz- 
town and practically retired from active life. 
Mr. De Turk has always been a prominent 
man in his community, and is held in hieh 
esteem by his acquaintances, who know him 
as an honest and upright business man. He 
was united in the bonds ot matrimony with 
Elizabeth Butz, a daughter of Egidius Butz, 
who is a resident of Maxatawny township. 
Three sons resulted from this union, who 
were named as follows: Alvin J.; Lewis B.; 
and Eugene P. Alvin J., who is a saddler 
by trade, residing at Friedensburg, Oley 
township, was wedded to Mary Kohler. 
Lewis B. has for many years conducted the 
largest meat market and slaughter yards in 
the township. He was married to Elizabeth 
A. Rahn, who bOre him two children, 
namely : Annie and William. Mr. De Turk 
is an avowed Democrat in politics; and in 
religious views, he is a member of the Re- 
formed Church. 

Our subject was educated in the public 
schools and in the Keystone State Normal 
School of Kutztown, and engaged as a clerk 
in his brother's meat market upon leaving 
school ; he then worked for Walter B. Bieber 
until 1892, and then purchased the hardware 
stock of Zachariah T. Miller. Our subject 
has doubled the stock, and now carries a 
complete line of hardware furnishings. He 
is one of the hustling business men of Kutz- 
town, and has won an excellent reputation 
for honesty ; he not only has a large trade 
from the village, but also from the surround- 
ing country. 

Politically, Mr. De Turk is a Democrat, 



endorsing the principles of that party with 
all the conscientiousness and energy which 
has characterized his convictions upon all 
questions of the day. He is a member of the 
board of health, and is also serving as audi- 
tor. He was joined in the bonds of matri- 
mony with Lizzie A. Deisher, and they are 
the parents of four children, namely : John 
W., born March 5, 1889; Lawrence A., born 
July II, 1891 : Lloyd E., born May 5, 1893: 
and Harry C, born March 17, 1895. Our 
subject is a member of the Knights of the 
Golden Eagle of Kutztown. He is a mem- 
ber of the Reformed Church, while his wife 
is a member of the Lutheran Church of 
Kutztown. 




D. A. KELLV\ a popular youn^ patent 
attorney, residing and practicing in 
_^^ Reading, was born September 22, 
1870, in that city. He is a son of Daniel M. 
and Caroline (Cjreth) Kelly, and a grandson 
of Jphtj Kelly. 

John Kelly, a native of County Donegal, 
Ireland, came to America about 1785, locating 
in Orwi^sburg, in the northwestern corner of 
Schuylkill County. He took up a large tract 
of land, and is said to have been the first 
white settler in what is now Schuylkill 
County, but which was then included in 
Berks County. A portion of this tract of land 
is still known as Kelly Meadow. He was a 
contractor, and erected and conducted a large 
hotel for many years thereafter. He did 
many large jobs of work in his vicinity, and 
a large portion of the old Union Canal was 
constructed by him. He was the progenitor 
of a large family of children, one of whom 
was Daniel M., the lather of our subject. 

Of Daniel M. Kelly, it may truly be said, 
he is the architect of his own fortune. He 
was born in Pottsville, Schuylkill County, in 
1837, and received only such an education as 
could be acquired in tne common schools of 
his day. He began life poor in pocket, but 
rich in determination, and by his untiring 
energy and habits of thrift he has step by 
step worked his way from the fowl}' appren- 
tice to the enviable position of master me- 
chanic of the Reading Hardware Co. After 
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learning his trade in Pottsville he moved to 
Reading, and accepted his first position with 
the Philadelphia & Reading R. K., then in its 
infancy. He assisted in the construction of 
the first locomotives built for that road. He 
remained in the employ of that company for 
twenty-four years, dunng which time he ac- 
quired great skill, and his services and advice 
were much sought for. At the expiration of 
that time, he accepted the position of master 
mechanic with the Reading Hardware Co., 
which he has held ever since. At the time 
of the breaking out of the Civil War, he was 
a corporal in the Reading Artillery. When 
Lincoln issued his first call for troops, the 
company of which he was a member imme- 
diately went to Harrisburg where they were 
sworn in, April 17, 1861, just one day "before 
any other company. He was a member of 
Co. G, ist Reg., Pa. Vol. Inf., and was first 
enlisted for a period of three months. He 
formed a matrimonial alliance with Caroline 
Greth, who was born in 1841, a daughter of 
David Greth, an iron ore operator of Cole- 
brookdale township. 

Ed. A. Kelly received his intellectual 
training in the public schools of Reading. 
From his father he inherited an aptitude for 
mechanical work, and his first position was in 
the drawing department of the Philadelphia 
& Reading shops, where he remained for 
about four years. He then became a patent 
attorney, and his early training stands him in 
good stead in performing the duties of that 
office. He is an efficient draughtsman and 
his other natural abilities have given him an 
advantage over his brother workers, and he 
has established a good business in the city of 
Reading and vicinity. He is a young man, 
twenty-eight years of age, well known and 
very popular, and his future career will be 
watched with interest. 



Ws 



ILLIAM F. MARKS, M. D., who 
las been successfully engaged in 
the practice of medicine in the 
city of Reading since January, 1871, has 
made a thorough study of his profession, 
making a specialty of obstetrics and diseases 
of women, and easily ranks among the first 
10 



practitioners of the county. He is a son of 
Elias and Catharine (Fink) Marks, and was 
born at Leesport, Berks County, April 6, 
1846. 

Elias Marks, the father of our subject, was 
an honored resident of West Leesport, where 
he was employed by the Schuylkill Canal 
Company until he entered the army in 1861, 
at the outbreak of the Civil War. He served 
during the first year of action, but finally 
contracted a disease and departed this life in 
Memphis, Tenn. He formed a matrimonial 
alliance with Catharine Fink, and seven chil- 
dren blessed their union: Mary; Caroline; 
Nellie ; Jonathan ; Kate, the wife of John 
Bossier ; Sarah (Speicker) ; and Dr. William 
F., the subject of this biographical sketch. 
In 1850, when the Schuylkill River overran 
its banks, Mrs. Marks and the four first 
named of her offspring met their death by 
drowning. 

Dr. William F. Marks, thus being deprived 
of a mother's loving care at the early age of 
four years, was adopted by Jacob Rieser, 
who conducted a farm near Leesport. This 
kind hearted gentleman treated him with 
the greatest consideration and lavished upon 
him the'kindness of a loving father. He at- 
tended the public schools in the vicinity 
when not engaged in assisting in the duties 
on the farm, until he was eighteen years of 
age, when he became a student at Freeland 
Seminary, CoUegeville, Pa. Upon leaving 
school, he taught school for three years dur- 
ing the winter months, and in summer turned 
his attention to agricultural pursuits. Later 
he attended the Keystone State Normal 
School of Kutztown, after which he took up 
the study of his chosen profession, medicine, 
under the directions of Dr. A. J. Dundore of 
West Leesport. After attending one course 
of lectures in the Hahnemann Medical Col- 
lege of Philadelphia, he entered the office of 
Prof. Koch ol that institution, and besides 
his work on the dispensary staff, he took a 
special course in obstetrics at the Philadel- 
phia School of Practical Obstetrics and Dis- 
eases of Women. After his graduation from 
the Hahnemann Medical College, March 3, 
1869, he entered upon his first practice at 
Leesport. Although he was decidedly suc- 
cessful, he came to Reading in January, 1871, 
thinking it afforded better opportunities for 
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advancement, and his subsequent career has 
proved the wisdom of this decision. He im- 
mediately sprang into public favor and was 
soon established in a large practice. Dr. 
Marks, wishing to keep himself abreast of 
the advances and progress in medical scien- 
ces, took a course of instruction in 1879, ^^' 
der Prof. Ludlam at the Hahnemann Medical 
College in Chicago, and became thoroughly 
familiarized with the treatment of the- diseas- 
es of women as taught in that institution. 
Again, in 1890, he furthered his knowledge 
upon this branch of medical science by a 
post-graduate course in the Post-Graduate 
Medical School of New York, and later in 
the Chicago Homeopathic College of Chica- 
go. Careful and conscientious in his prac- 
tice, accurate and skillful in the diagnosis 
and treatment of diseases, he is firmly estab- 
lished in the confidence of the people and has 
the respect and esteem of his fellow-practi- 
tioners. He is a member of the board of 
health of Reading, and in point of service is 
the oldest physician now serving in that ca- 
pacity. He is the gynecologist of the Ho- 
meopathic Hospital at Reading, and is a 
member of the following medical fraterni- 
ties : The Practitioners Society and the 
Hospital and Dispensary Association ; State 
Medical Society : American Institute of Ho- 
meopathy ; International Medical Congress; 
and the American Association of Orificial 
Surgeons. 

He was united in the holy bonds of wed- 
lock with Rebecca S. Althouse, a daughter 
of Henry Althouse, and they became the 
happy parents of one daughter, Minnie. 
Mrs. Marks* demise occurred November 10, 
1879, ^"^ he formed a second alliance with 
Clara B. Regan, a daughter of Solomon Re- 

{jan of Reading, which resulted in the fol- 
owing issue: Edith C. and Bessie. Politi- 
cally, he is an unswerving Democrat, whilst 
in religious attachments he is a member of 
the Reformed Church. Socially, he is a 
member of Oley Lodge, No. 218, 1. O. O. F.; 
Knights of the Golden Eagle ; Fidelia Cham- 
ber, No. 5, Knights of Friendship ; Washing- 
ton Camp, No. 505, Patriotic Order Sons of 
America; and Mt. Penn Council, Royal Ar- 
canum. We take pleasure in announcing 
that Dr. Marks* portrait is shown on a pre- 
ceding page. 




ATHAN S. KEMP. Mr. Kemp of 
this notice may justly be considered 
one of the pioneers of Berks 
County, for he has continued to 
reside within its boundaries from his birth 
until the present time, and has been to no in- 
considerable extent connected with agricul- 
tural development, especially in Maxatawny 
township, where he lives. Having attained 
the age of three score and eleven years, he is 
now living in peace and quiet retirement 
from active labor, and in the enjoyment of a 
competency obtained through years of honest 
toil and economy. He is a son of George W. 
and Elizabeth (Sharadin) Kemp, grandson 
of Daniel and Rachel (Wink) Kemp, great- 
grandson of George Kemp, and great-great- 
grandson of Theobaldt Kemp. 

Theobaldt Kemp was a native of Strasburg, 
France, and crossed the water to America 
sometime between 1730 and 1735. Tradition 
gives it that he came to Maxatawny, Pa., in 
the strength of his young manhood, when 
his heart and hands were well calculated to 
begin the battle of life with prospects of at- 
taining success. The country was very thinly- 
settled upon his arrival there, and its solitude 
was seldom broken, except bv Indians and 
wild animals that sought shelter among 
the primitive forests. Hs rented a tract of 
land consisting of 135 acres, paying five shil- 
lings a year for rent; which lease gave him the 
privilege to hunt, fish and to cut the timber. 
After his lease had expired he purchased the 
land for 500 pounds, and immediately set 
about clearing a part of his purchase, built a 
log cabin, and carried on farming the rest of 
his active days. He passed from this life in 
1762, and he and his wife were buried on 
his farm, just outside of the present burying 
grounds. When Theobaldt Kemp came to 
this country his two brothers accompanied 
him ; they were Joseph and Thomas. One 
settled in the state of Virginia, and was a 
large slaveholder ; and the other located in 
Berks County, and was buried in Lehigh 
County. 

George Kemp, a son of Theobaldt Kemp, 
and great grandfather of our subject, was 
born on the old homestead in Maxatawny 
township, and upon his father*s death inher- 
ited the farm. He built the Stone Tavern, 
which is now conducted by John Kemp, a 
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descendant, and is known as the Kemp Hotel. 
He also engaged in tilling the soil, and was 
one of the prominent members of his com- 
munity. He was the progenitor of six chil- 
dren, who were named as follows : Daniel, 
the grandfather of our subject ; George ; 
Jacob: Susannah; Mrs. Seighford ; and Mrs. 
Reiber. 

Daniel Kemp, the grandfather of our sub- 
ject, was born on the old homestead in Max- 
atawny township, and when he attained his 
majority he took charge of the same, and was 
one of the foremost agriculturists of the 
township; in 1809 he erected the house now 
standing, and in 1820 he built the present 
barn. At the time of his death he owned 
some 300 acres of land. He was joined in 
wedlock with Rachel Wink, and they were 
the parents of the following children: 
Daniel ; George W.; Jacob ; Leobaldt ; Isaac ; 
William : and Sally. 

George W. Kemp, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born on the old homestead, and 
commenced life there as a farmer : later he 
moved to Richmond township, and for thirty 
years he was engaged in the hotel business. 
As he had fallen heir to the old homestead, 
he returned to it and successfully engaged in 
farming the rest of his days. He formed a 
matrimonial alliance with Elizabeth Sharadin, 
and a family of three children blessed their 
home, namely: Nathan S.; Matilda married 
Joshua Merkel, who is now deceased ; and 
William, who died at the age of fifty-four 
years. The father of our subject was a'mem- 
ber of the Reformed Church of Maxatawny. 

Nathan S. Kemp, the subject of this per- 
sonal history, was born in Maxatawny town- 
ship April 30, 1827, where he received his 
[)rimary education in the common schools; 
ater he attended Franklin Academy at Kutz- 
town, and then taught two years. He then 
went to Richmond township and settled on 
145 acres ol land; he built a brick house and 
improved and enlarged the old buildings, 
and from 1854 to 1882 he pursued the voca- 
tion of a farmer; at the expiration of that 
time he moved to Kutztown, and at No. 138 
Main street he built a large three-story brick 
and marble mansion, and has since lived 
there, spending his latter days in peace and 
happiness. 

Mr. Kemp chose for his life companion 



Harriett Knabb of Oley township, this county, 
and they have adoptea five children, namely: 
Sarah Ann Layerous is the wife of Henry 
Stein, and they reside on the homestead; 
Annie was wedded to L. Angstadt; Elias 
Kline; Harriett Kline; and Ida Bear, the 
wife of Dr. Klopp of Reading. Politically, 
our subject is a stanch Republican, and 
has served as school director ten years ; he 
was a trustee of the Keystone State Normal 
School for fourteen years. Mr. and Mrs. 
Kemp are faithful members of the Reformed 
Church of Kutztown. Mr. Kemp, to whom 
old age has come, and yet who lives with as 
bright an eye and with faculties as clear and 
unimpaired as in the days of yore, is one of 
the most widely known and highly esteemed 
residents of his community. 



ACOB DREIBELBIS. Among the 
stanch and well-to-do citizens of Berks 
County, the subject of our notice oc- 
cupies a prominent position as an 
esteemed and worthy member of the com- 
munity toward which he has done his part 
in establishing and maintaining. He is liv- 
ing in his home in Virginville, and is sur- 
rounded by everything calculated to make 
his passage down the hill of life one of great 
comfort and satisfaction. Mr. Dreibelbis 
was born in Greenwich township March 4, 
1832, and is a son of William and Susanna 
(Miller) Dreibelbis, the former a native of 
Richmond township, and the latter a native 
of Windsor township, this county. 

Jacob Dreibelbis, the grandfather of our 
subject, was born near Fleetwood, this 
county, and was among the first to settle in 
Virginville. He married Mary M. Merkel 
and they reared a large family of children. 
Mr. Dreibelbis has the credit of building the 
first store in the village. William Dreibelbis, 
the father of our subject, operated the farm 
and hotel in Virginville, which is now owned 
by our subject. During his younger days 
he conducted a mercantile establishment and 
was very successful ; he also owned at one 
time all the land in and about Virginville, 
and was one of the wealthiest men in the 
township. He married Susanna Miller, and 
they raised a family of twelve children, who 
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were as follows : Stephen, deceased ; Sarah 
died in her infancy ; Susanna is the wife of 
William Seidel, a retired farmer living in 
Richmond township ; William, a farmer of 
Greenwich township, married for his first 
wife Esther Stoudt, and after her death he 
wedded Catherine Keim ; Hannah is the wife 
of John Warner of Perry township ; George, 
deceased ; Jacob, the subject of tnis sketch ; 
Mary M., wife ol William Merkel of Wind- 
sor township ; Charles John married Emma 
Hartinger, and they live in Pierce City, Mo.; 
Elizabeth is the wile of William Hottenstein 
of Maiden Creek township; Gustavus mar- 
ried Mary Merkel, and conducts a hotel 
known as the Virginville House ; and one 
that died in infancy. 

Jacob Dreibelbis was educated in the 
schools of his native township, and when yet 
a young man he took, charge of his father's 
store, which he operated for some time. In 
April, 1883, he sold his store, and has since 
been engaged in the tilling of the soil; he 
owns a farm of 46 acres in Richmond town- 
ship and one of 160 acres in Windsor town- 
ship. Mr. Dreibelbis is also proprietor of 
most all of the business property in the 
village of Virginville, and has done more 
towards its improvement than any other man 
in the township. He has made all the im- 
provements in the village, and has built 
houses and business blocks, creameries, coal 
and lumber yards and grain houses. He is 
also proprietor of a blacksmith shop, shoe- 
maker shop, butcher shop and wheelwright 
shop. * For six years he was ticket and ex- 
press agent at the depot in Virginville. 

Politically, he is a stanch Republican and 
has served as postmaster ot the town from 
1853 to the present time. Our subject was 
married April 24, 1858, to Elizabeth Fisher, a 
native of Windsor township, and a daughter 
of Henry Fisher, a farmer of Windsor town- 
ship, and afterwards a miller in Lycoming 
County, Pa. Six children resulted from this 
union, namely: Walter, born May 7, i860, 
married Sarah Wesner, and is engaged in the 
coal and lumber business at Royersford, Pa.; 
Logan, born December, 1861, married Mary 
Ann Smith, and is now a farmer of Newton 
County, Mo.: Francis, born March 6, 1864, 
married Sarah Luckenbill. and is engaged in 
the coal, lumber and grain business in Vir- 



ginville; Mary, born in November, 1866, is 
the wife of M. C. Heinly, formerly a mer- 
chant of Virginville, but now a resident of 
Philadelphia; Oscar, born in August, 1868, 
married Rosa Werh, and* he is engaged in 
farming in Montgomery County ; and Susan, 
born in January, 1873, the wife of David 
wSmith, a resident of Windsor township. 
Mrs. Dreibelbis died August 18, 1882. Our 
subject formed a second matrimonial alliance 
April 12, 1884, with Magdalene Reeser, a 
native of Maiden Creek township, and a 
daughter of Jacob Reeser, who was a farmer 
of Maiden Creek township. 



ACOB S. AMMON, M. D., an influen- 
tial citizen and prominent and highly 
successful physician .of Reading, was 
born Nov. 11, 1836, in Berks County, 
his parents being George and Juliana (Span- 
^ler) Amnion. The grandfather of our sub- 
ject was John Ammon, who was born near 
the line between Berks and Lancaster Coun- 
ties, and who in the early part of his life was 
a distiller. When death overtook him he 
was laid beside his father in the cemetery at 
Geigerstown. 

(ieorge Ammon, the father, was born near 
Robesonia, in Heidelberg township, this 
county, in 181 3. His entire life has been passed 
in the counties of Lancaster and Berks, where 
he has followed his trade, which is that of a 
miller. He moved to Reading in 1870, and 
still resides in that city, having retired from 
active work. He is a member of the Re- 
formed Church, and is a zealous, earnest 
worker in the cause. He was united to Juli- 
ana Spangler, now deceased, a daughter of 
Jacob Spangler, a native of Jefferson, this 
county. This marriage resulted in the birth 
of twelve children, as follows : Jacob S.: 
Mary Ann ; Margaret ; Charles ; Amelia ; 
Emma; Ella: James; Elijah; George; and 
William and Fannie, who were twins. 

Dr. Jacob S. Ammon received his educa- 
tion in Womelsdorl Academy, and then 
entered his father's mill, where he was em- 
ployed for a time, but this work he did not 
find congenial, as his heart was set on becom- 
ing a physician. Accordingly he entered 
the hotel business at Stouchsburg, in this 
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manner working his way to the study of his 
chosen profession. He studied medicine 
under Dr. Swinehart of Palmyra, Lebanon 
County, and entered the University of Penn- 
sylvania, graduating from that institution in 
the spring of 1868. He first located at Robe- 
sonia, where he practiced until 1870, when 
he removed to Reading, where he has 
secured for himself a large patronage. He 
has a general practice of no small dimensions, 
and is especially successful in obstetrics, 
having been considered the best physician in 
that line in the city for many years. In 1881 
he opened a drug store, of which his son has 
charge, and which is doing a good business. 
He has been a member ofthe Berks County 
Medical Society, and has served as its vice- 
president. During the Civil War he served 
in the hospital lor two years, thereby getting 
much valuable practice. 

Dr. Ammon was united in wedlock with 
Catherine Reed, a daughter ol John Reed of 
Stouchsburg, Berks County. They became 
the parents of three children, — Isora, George 
W., and Jerome. George W. is the only one 
living. Dr. Ammon is a member of Conti- 
nental Lodge, 1. O. O. F., and the Knights of 
the Golden Eagle. He is a member of the 
Lutheran Church and an earnest and consci- 
entious worker in the denomination. For 
two years he was physician of the Berks 
County Alms House, and physician at the 
station house at Reading. He is a man who 
enjoys a wide popularity, and a worthy cause 
is sure of his sympathy and help. He has 
most engaging manners, and numbers his 
friends bv the score. 

GEOI^GE W. AMMON, M. D., the only 
son of Dr. Jacob S. Amnion, whose sketch 
appears above, was born July 30, 1862, in 
Marion township, this county. His early 
education was received in the Keystone 
State Normal School of Kutztown, and the 
Westchester State Normal School ; when 
eighteen years of age, he accepted a position 
as clerk in the drug store of Frank Baum of 
Reading. He remained in the store until he 
was twenty years old, when he entered his 
father's drug store in Reading. He applied 
himself to the study of medicine under the 
direction of his iather, and entered the Jef- 
ferson Medical College at Philadelphia in 
1885, from which he graduated in 1888. He 
10* 



then returned to Reading and resumed his 
position in the drug store, at the same time 
making a specialty of diseases of the eye, in 
which he has met with merited success. He 
was united in marriage with Katie Barto, a 
daughter of Tobias Barto of Reading. 



AMES A. KLEES. It is interesting 
to peruse the record of the life of the 
gentleman named above, and follow 
him in his steady ascent from a black- 
smith, who, when entering into the business 
world, found himself without means and bor- 
rowed fifty dollars with which to embark in 
business, to his present position at the head 
of one of the largest manufacturing firms of 
Reading, The Keystone Wagon Co. The 
rise to his present height, however, was not 
accomplished without the practice of the 
greatest industry and frugality. Husband- 
ing his resources, he bettered his condition 
from time to time, and after a period of 
twenty years we find him a successful busi- 
ness financier, holding the controlling interest 
in an investment figuring almost a half million 
of dollars. Mr. Klees is a son of Isaac and 
Ann (Stevens) Klees, and was born in Gor- 
don, Schuylkill County, Pa., March 10, 185 1. 
His paternal ancestors were of French ex- 
traction, whilst on the maternal side they 
originally came from England. 

The family was established in this country 
by one who came prior to the Revolutionary 
War and took an active part in that struggle, 
after which he located in the state of Penn- 
sylvania, where the family has since resided. 
Isaac Klees, the father of our subject, moved 
to Schuylkill County at an early age, and 
there learned the trade of a blacksmith, and 
followed it throughout his entire life. He 
was a man of many good qualities, and was 
considered one of the good, substantial citi- 
zens of Gordon. 

James A. Klees, although a man of high 
intellectual ability, enjoyed but few educa- 
tional advantages, attending only the com- 
mon schools until he was twelve years of 
age, when he was apprenticed to tne trade 
of a machinist and blacksmith. After serv- 
ing his apprenticeship he worked as a journ- 
eyman until he was twenty-four years of age. 
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when he decided to enter the wagon-black- 
smith business on his own account in Gerard- 
ville, having had some experience in that 
line when he was fifteen years of age. He 
managed to borrow the sum of fifty dollars, 
with which he rented a small shop, I2x 12 
feet, and purchased a bellows, anvil, and 
other necessary tools. He set about his 
work with a vim and energy which could not 
but result in success, and in a short time he 
acquired the services of a helper to aid him 
in his rapidly increasing business. The busi- 
ness grew to such an extent that larger 
quarters became a necessity and he moved 
to Shenandoah, where he continued to labor 
with untiring energy. He displayed the best 
ot judgment in the use of his means, and 
from time to time he expanded and increased 
his business until he employed a force of 25 
men. Alter many years of unceasing toil, 
having become a man of means, he took a 
much needed rest, although it was not his 

f)urpose to retire permanently from business 
ife. In 1 886, he moved to Reading and at once 
erected a plant at a cost of $1 1,000.00. which 
he named The Keystone Wagon Works and 
began the manufacture of wagons, which 
were widely sold throughout the country. 
He invented a coal chute or dump wagon, 
which is universally recognized by coal 
dealers as the most ingenious time and labor 
saving deyice ever invented, and orders came 
rapidly from all sections of the United States 
and Canada. In 1890, being importuned by 
several commercial friends of high financial 
standing, he merged The Keystone Wagon 
Works into The Keystone Wagon Company, 
and a large factory, covering almost an entire 
block, was erected on Third street and the 
Lebanon Valley R. R. The wagons were 
widely advertised, largely through their 
merits, and during the two succeeding years 
the demand for them greatly increased, and 
the factory was not large enough to furnish 
the required supply. Therefore they erected 
an additional wing, five stories high, with 
dimensions 42 x 1 10 feet on the west side of 
the plant, and a wing four stories high, 
50 x 75 feet, on the south side, making a floor 
space of 75.000 square feet, in addition to 
200,000 previously existing. This has been 
equipped with the latest improved machinery 
throughout, and a force of 100 hands is con- 



stantly employed to meet the increasing 
demands for the output, which come from 
England, Australia, South Africa and South 
America, as well as from all points within 
our native land. Mr. Klees is a man of high 

Erinciples, in whom there is much to admire, 
eing honest, charitable and ever ready to 
help a friend who has been unfortunate in 
the battle of life. 

Although his business duties have been 
many and of considerable confinement, he 
has always spent much time in the company 
of his family, in whose midst the happiest 
hours of his life have been realized. Novem- 
ber 14, 1875, he was joined in wedlock with 
Kate Spanig, a daughter of Peter Spanig of 
Reading, by whom he has the following chil- 
dren : Clifford F., who is now attending the 
Drexel Institute at Philadelphia; E. Spanig, 
who works in his father's office, married Anna 
Boone, a daughter of Edward Boone, the 
cashier of the Union National Bank of Read- 
ing J J- ^^y» ^ho is now in attendance at the 
Reading High School ; Bessie E.; Eleanora ; 
Elsie ; Lou ; Russel, deceased ; and Ernest, 
also deceased. Politically, our subject is a 
Republican and stanchly supports the prin- 
ciples of Protection, upon wnich he believes 
the future prosperity of our countrv' rests. 
Fraternally, he is a member of Reading 
Lodge, No. 549, F. & A. M.; Reading Chap- 
ter, R. A. M.; Reading Commandery, K. T.; 
and is at the present time taking the Thirty- 
second Degree, Scottish Rites ; he is also a 
member of the A. A. O. N. M. S.; and the 
Patriotic Order Sons of America. In relig- 
ious faith and fellowship, he is a member of 
the Memorial M. E. Church, in which he is 
an elder. 



>YSVr\ILTON L. FRITCH, M. D., is a 
|-.l— J highly esteemed citizen of Vir- 
J~e I rf ginville, and a successful practi- 
H -*- V.^ tioner of Berks County. He 
came to this county in 1871, commencing his 
business career among strangers and with lit- 
tle means. He had nothing to recommend 
him but his gentlemanly bearing, his indus- 
trious habits, and his resolution to succeed in 
his chosen profession. But these became a 
rapid transport to success ; he found friends 
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at once among those who had experienced, 
probably, the difficulties which beset him. 
He is now enjoying a successful practice, 
and has accumulated a good property, 
and is one of the leading citizens of his 
community. He was born in Long Swamp 
township July 9, 1845, ^"^ is a son of Horatio 
and Lavina (Geist) Fritch. 

Horatio Fritch was born in Long Swamp 
township, and when he attained his majority 
engaged in operating a general mercantile 
store; in 1853, he moved to Reading, where 
he conducted a store for three years, and 
then sold his business and moved to the state 
of California, where he spent the remainder 
of his days. He wedded Lavina Geist, and 
a family of seven children was born to them, 
as follows : Amanda, deceased ; Louisa, the 
wife of Dr. Milton S. Richards, whose sketch 
may also be found in this Book of Biogra- 

f)hies ; Samuel is a traveling salesman for a 
urniture store of Philadelphia ; Horatio, a 
clerk in a store at AUentown, Pa.; Phoebe, 
the wile ot Milton Smoyer, a farmer of Le- 
high County ; and James, a tanner by trade, 
residing in Reading. Mrs. Fritch is passing 
her old age at the home of her eldest daugh- 
ter. 

Milton L. Fritch received his primary edu- 
cation in the common schools of Long 
Swamp township, afterwards attended the 
Reading Academy and Keystone State Nor- 
mal School at Kutztown. After graduating 
from the Normal he taught school three 
terms, and also served as clerk in the office 
of the clerk of the Orphans' Court one year, 
and one year for the City of Reading. He 
then commenced the study of medicine, and, 
869, entered the Jefferson Medical Col- 



m 



lege of Philadelphia, and after attending two 
terms he read medicine with Dr. Richards of 
Rotherocksville ; returning to college he was 
graduated with the class of 1871. He then 
moved to Virginville and hung out his shin- 

ffle when there was but one store in the vil- 
age, and not a single house. His practice 
extends throughout Richmond, Perry, Wind- 
sor, Greenwich, and Maiden Creek town- 
ships. 

February 24. 1876, our subject was joined 
in the bonds of matrimony with Mary Lesh- 
er, a native of Ontelaunee township, and a 
daughter of Samuel Lesher, a farmer of On- 



telaunee township. To Dr. and Mrs. Fritch 
four children have been born, namely : 
George W., now attending college at AUen- 
town. Pa. ; William Lesher ; Samuel Jones : 
and Florence, who died in infancy. In poli- 
tics. Dr. Fritch is an unwavering Democrat, 
and has held the office of school director for 
several years. He is a member of the P. O. 
S. of A. of Virginville, and the I. O. O. F., 
Perry Lod^e. Our subject and wife are 
members of the Lutheran Church, and. for 
the past fourteen years the Doctor has held 
the different offices of the church, and at 

C resent is elder. Dr. Fritch owns a large, 
andsome residence on Main street, in which 
his office is located. The Doctor is a man of 
prominence in his profession, and has attained 
a high standing. As a citizen he is highly 
valued, and is assisting materially in main- 
taining the existing system of good order 
and progress. 



fFLGHMAN DeLONG, a prominent 
and highly respected citizen of Top- 
top, is engaged in the undertaking 
business and in the manufacture of furniture 
and bar-room fixtures. He is carrying on 
his business in an intelligent, straightforward 
and highly creditable manner; he ships furn- 
iture all over the state of Pennsylvania, and 
has furnished over fifty of the leading bar- 
rooms in Reading and AUentown. He was 
born in Long Swamp township August 2, 
1849, and is a son of David D. and Catherine 
(Haas) DeLong. 

David D. DeLong was born in Upper 
Macungie township, Lehigh County ; when 
he grew to manhood he moved to Long 
Swamp township, Berks County, where he 
carried on farming until his death, which oc- 
curred September 6, 1893, when he was aged 
eighty years and two months. He married 
Catherine Haas, and they were the parents 
of six children, namely : David died at the 
age of twenty-eight years ; Henry, born De- 
cember 18, 1838, married Adeline Fenster- 
macker ; Milton H. died February 20, 1892 ; 
Tilghman, the subject of this sketch; Alvin 
H., proprietor of a hotel in Long Swamp 
township, wedded Catherine Zondt; and 
Sally Ann, who died ^yhen two years old. 
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The mother o( our subject passed from this 
life on November 28, 1877, ^S^^ sixty-four 
years, five months and eleven days. 

The subject of this sketch received his pri- 
mary education in the common schools of his 
native town, and learned the trade of a cab- 
inetmaker, which he followed in Topton for 
some years. After his marriage he started 
his present furniture manufacturing business, 
which was the first one in Tppton, and has 
since added his undertaking establishment. 
He employs twenty two men the year around, 
and ships his goods all over the state. 

In 1874 Mr. DeLong was joined in wed-, 
lock with Angeline Fcnstermacker, a native 
of Long Swamp township, and a daughter of 
Reuben and Polly (Mensch) Fenstermacker. 
Her father, who was identified with agricul- 
tural pursuits, is now deceased. Her mother 
now resides with our subject. Eight chil- 
dren were born to Mr. and Mrs. DeLong. 
They are as follows : Irwin : Elwood is at- 
tending school in Philadelphia ; Ada ; Vic- 
tor ; Eva ; Lulu ; Minnie ; and Charles, de- 
ceased. Our subject adheres to sound Dem- 
ocratic principles, has served as overseer of 
the poor of berks County for three years, 
and is now a member of the town council. 
He is a member of the P. O. S. of A. of Top- 
ton: L (). O. F., Long Swamp Lodge ; K. of 
P. of Lyon's Station ; Knights of the Golden 
Eagle of Kutztown. His religious attach- 
ments are with the German Reformed 
Church of the township, of which he is a 
member. Mr. DeLong bears an excellent 
reputation as a business man and citizen, and 
holds a high place in the affection of his 
neighbors. It is, therefore, with great pleas- 
ure that we present his portrait on a preced- 
ing page. 




Ij^^^EV. GEORGE C. HECKMAN, D. D., 
''^ ^ LL. D., whose term of service in the 
Presbyterian ministry extends over 
a period of half a century, is at 
present the beloved pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Reading, and is still 
young at heart and vigorous in the pursu- 
ance of his pastoral duties. During his 
many years of activity in the ministerial 
field he has resided in several different cities I 



and states, and the vast amount of good he 
has accomplished is beyond reckoning. He 
is a son of John and Mary (Schneider) Heck- 
man, and was born in Easton, Pa., January 
26, 1825. 

He is of German descent on both paternal 
and maternal sides of the family, his ances- 
tors being among the first of the German 
immigrants to locate in Eastern Pennsylva- 
nia. Maternally, he traces his ancestry to 
William Diltz, who located in Huntingdon 
County, N. J., as early as the year 1725. The 
family is scattered over a wicle range of ter- 
ritory, and has been faithful in performing 
its part in the civil, religious and military 
affairs of our country. One in particular 
who attained prominence in civil and mili- 
tary offices was Peter Kichlein, a noted offi- 
cer of the Revolutionary War, who won 
fame in the battle of Long Island, in which 
he was the colonel of a regiment of Pennsyl- 
vania Germans. He settled in Northampton 
County, Pa., and was closely connected with 
the development of that section. Another 
ancestor in that section was Conrad Kreider. 
who founded the village of Kreidersville, of 
which he was one of the leading and substan- 
tial citizens. 

John Heckman, the father of our subject, 
was born in Moore's township, Northampton 
County, and was reared there until he was 
eighteen years of age, when he moved to 
Easton, Pa., and accepted a position in a 
bank. He was connected with bank organiza- 
tions until the advanced age of seventy-six 
years, dying in his eightieth year, being one 
of the good, solid citizens of that borough. 
For many years he was also engaged in mer- 
cantile pursuits, but finally relinquished that 
line of business and devoted his undivided 
attention to banking. Religiously, he was an 
elder in the Lutheran Church, in which he 
was an active and conscientious worker. He 
was united in wedlock with Mary Schneider, 
and six daughters and the following sons bless- 
ed their union : Herman, who was a prominent 
merchant and manufacturer of Easton ; Gen. 
Charles A., who entered the Mexican War as 
adjutant under General Bernard, and later 
enlisted as a captain in the Civil War, where 
he rose rapidly in the regular order, and 
when mustered out at the close of the war 
was a brigadier-general, having rendered 
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valuable aid to the cause of the Union, — he 
was offered a colonelcy to continue in the 
service, but he declinecf and returned to Phil- 
lipsburg, N. J., where he engaged in business; 
John P. was a soldier of the Civil War and 
held the rank of lieutenant ; Conrad Kreider, 
a young man of high character and much 
promise, died at an early age ; and George 
C, the subject of this biographical sketch. 

Rev. Dr. George C. Heckman obtained 
his early training in the school taught by 
Rev. Dr. Vandever at Easton, Pa., from 
which institution many distinguished men 
have been sent forth. He next entered Latiay- 
ette College in 1841, at the early age of six- 
teen years, and was graduated m 1845, after 
completing a full four years' course. Imme- 
diately thereafter, he entered Princeton 
Theological Seminary, and graduated in 
1848, but was licensed to preach on Au- 
gust 4th of the preceding year. His first 
charge was at Port Byron, N. Y., upon the 
duties of which he entered in September, 
1848, and continued for eight ana a half 
years. In January, 1857, he accepted a call 
to a missionary field in Wisconsin, remaining 
at Portage and Janesville for a period of four 
and a half years, when in 1861, he removed 
to Indianapolis, Ind., and became pastor of 
the Third Presbyterian Church, now known 
as the Tabernacle Church. At that time the 
Civil War was being waged and upon the 
invitation of Col. King 01 the 19th Reg. U. 
S. Regulars, he acted as volunteer chaplain 
of the regiment. Later he became sergeant 
of a company of Indiana Minute Men, an or- 
ganization formed wholly of clergymen, but 
they were not mustered into active service. 
Rev. Dr. Heckman being a man of pleasing 
address and much personal magnetism, and a 
deep thinker and versatile writer, his ser- 
mons attracted much attention, and he re- 
ceived numerous calls from different parts 
of the country. Being well fitted for such a 

Eosition, he was tendered the presidency of 
lanover College, also a charge in Easton, Pa., 
the church which he had attended in youth, 
but he declined both to accept a call to the 
State Street Church of Albany, N. Y., in 
1867. Three years later, he was persuaded 
to act as president of Hanover College, 
at the same time receiving urgent calls to 
accept a professorship in the Western The- 



ological Seminary at Allegheny, and to be- 
come pastor of a church in Baltimore, Md. 
He continued as president of the former in- 
stitution for nine years, although the under- 
standing when he entered upon those duties 
was that it should be but three. In 1879 he 
accepted the pastorate of the Avondale 
Presbyterian Church of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and continued until 1887, when he was in- 
vited by the General Assembly of the 
Church to serve for one year as secretary of 
the Centennary Fund, in connection with the 
Centennial Anniversary held in 1888. Con- 
cluding the duties of that office, he accepted 
a call to the First Presbyterian Church of 
Reading in 1889, in which capacity he has 
worked faithfully and well from that time to 
this. He rapidly won his way to the affec- 
tions of his congregation and the citizens of 
Reading, and regardless of religious belief, 
no man is held in higher esteem by the com- 
munity as a whole. April 17, 1898, the 
fiftieth anniversary of his ordination as a 
minister was celebrated with appropriate 
ceremonies, and the entire populace of Read- 
ing paid a tribute to one, who had spent his 
entire life in doing for others and had been 
an important factor in elevating the moral 
standing of their thriving city. All speak in 
glowing terms of the beautiful and self-sacri- 
ficing life he has led, and endorse the senti- 
ment of the Presbyterian Encyclopedia, 
where it says: "Dr. Heckman is a fine 
scholar, an able, popular and successful 
preacher, a useful member of the Church 
Courts, and is highly esteemed for his fidelity 
in every good work." He has served for 
many years as a trustee of Hanover College, 
for which he has ever been a faithful and 
active worker. During the time he was in- 
stalled as president of that institution, he 
cleared it of long standing debts, and secured 
an increase of $100,000.00 in the endow- 
ment fund. He is also a trustee of Lafay- 
ette College of Easton, Pa. For many years 
he has served on the Board of Home Mis- 
sions and the Board of Publication of the 
Church, and has sat in the General Assembly 
of the Church twelve times. He is a very 
fluent writer and has contributed a number 
of articles to newspapers, and published 
many addresses and sermons which are now 
highly prized in many libraries in this sec- 
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tion of the state. They include Semi-Cen- 
tennial Addresses of Hanover and Lafayette 
Colleges, and others of a high literary 
character. 

Dr. Heckman was united in marriage with 
Josephine A. Davis, a daughter of Josiah 
Davis of Easton, Pa., June 1 1, 1850, and they 
are the happy parents of the following chil- 
dren, who are highly respected citizens of 
the various communities in which they re- 
side : Mary Snyder, the wife of Rev. D. B. 
Banta, a minister of Indiana ; George Clar- 
ence, who is now deceased ; William C. 
an assistant superintendent of the Railway 
Postal Service ; Charles C, a well-known 
attorney-at-law of Indianapolis, Ind.; Anna 
F., who lives at home with her parents ; John 
Claude, who is connected with the Standard 
Oil Co. at Evansville, Ind.; Josephine D., 
deceased ; and Fred C, who is a salesman of 
Reading. Socially, our subject is a member 
of the Society of^ the Sons of the Revolu- 
tion ; and of the German Pennsylvania 
Society, of which he was one of the original 
members and served as its president for a 
time. . . 




R. GEORGE HETRICH is a lead- 
ing physician of the village of 
\[QJ Birdsboro, where he has been very 
successfully engaged in the duties 
that pertain to his profession since 1891. He 
is a son of Jonas and Mary (Anlenbach) Het- 
rich, and was born in Bernville, Berks 
County, Pa., June 7, 1862. 

The Hetrich family is of German descent, 
and is one of the oldest families of Berks 
County; the great-grandfather of our sub- 
ject being one of the first settlers. Jonas 
Hetrich, the father of our subject, was born 
in Bern township, January 21, 1821, and fol- 
lowed the trade of a carpenter in that town 
for over fifty years. He was also a contractor 
and builder, and undertook many large con- 
tracts in that district, always filling them to 
the letter and in a satisfactory manner. In 
1887 he retired from active business, and is 
now enjoying the fruits of his early years of 
labor. He was a member of the old state 
militia ; in religious belief he was a member 
of the German Reformed Church. He was 



united in marriage with Mary Anlenbach, 
a daughter of John Anlenbach, deceased, a 
cabinet maker and undertaker of Rehrers- 
burg, Berks County. Three children blessed 
this union, two of whom died in infancy. 

Dr. George Hetrich spent his boyhood 
days in the village of Bernville, attending 
scfiool and leading the usual life of a young 
lad full of youthful spirit. After completing 
the required course in the public school, he 
took a course in Oley Academy. After spend- 
ing the following two years in teaching 
school, he took up the study of medicine. 
Having acquired a liking for the medical pro- 
fession in his younger days, and having 
directed his studies in that direction, it 
seemed the natural thing to our subject's 
friends that he should have fully decided up- 
on a physician's career. He studied with 
Dr. W. G. Beyerle, an experienced practi- 
tioner of Bernville, and by close application 
to his studies he was able to graduate from 
Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, 
in 1885. Later he took a special course on 
skin diseases, under Dr. Snoemaker of the 
Philadelphia Skin Hospital. After complet- 
ing this course he was qualified to take up a 
practice, which he did at Monocacy, Berks 
County, and built up a good practice, estab- 
lishing a reputation as a skilled physician. 
He remained there until 1891, when he 
moved to Birdsboro, where he established a 
general practice, that is highly creditable to 
one whose years of professional activity have 
been comparatively few. He is thoroughly 
prepared to handle all cases that may come 
up m general practice, and has won the con- 
fidence of his patrons and fellow-workers in 
the profession. He numbers among his 
patients some of the very best families of the 
village, but nevertheless he is always ready 
to answer the call of the poor, who find in 
him a ready sympathizer. 

Dr. Hetrich is a member of the Berks 
County Medical Society. In political beh'ef 
he unswervingly supports the principles of 
the Democratic party. December 10, 1891, 
he was united in marriage with Laura Turner, 
a daughter of Lewis Turner of Douglassville, 
and they became the happy parents of one 
son, George Roberts. Religiouslv, he is a 
faithful member of the Reformed Church. 
He is very prominent in social circles, and is 
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a member of the following lodges: Union 
Lodge, No. 479, F- & A. M.; Readmg Chapter, 
No. 152; DeMolay Commandery, No. 9, K. 
T.; Harrisburg Consistory, Thirty-second 
Degree ; and Rajah Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S. 
Our subject was called upon to mourn the 
death of his beautiful young wife, just four 
short years after their union, the date of her 
decease being August 18, 1895. It was a 
severe blow to her nusband and to her many 
devoted friends, who were never tired of 
praising her charming traits of character. 



'ACOB SHAABER. Prominent among 
the progressive citizens of the city of 
Reading is the gentleman whose name 
heads this brie? notice, and who is a 
member of the firm known as the Johnston 
Foundry & Machine Co. He was born in 
the above city December 19, 1832, and is a 
son of John and Mary (Callwell) Shaaber. 

John Shaaber was a hat manufacturer, and 
was one of the highly respected citizens of 
Reading. He formed a matrimonial alliance 
with Mary Callwell, and a family of twelve 
children were born to them, as follows: 
Katherine (Seyfert); Elizabeth Coon; Mar- 
garet F. (Dease); Mary (Adams); John; 
George ; Sarah ; Peter : Rebecca (Shearman); 
Daniel ; Jacob, the subject of this biographi- 
cal sketch ; and Henry. The father and 
mother of our subject both passed from this 
life at the age of fifty years. In religious 
views, Mr. Shaaber and family favored the 
Lutheran Church. Politically, he firmly 
supported the principles of the Democratic 
party. 

Jacob Shaaber acquired a liberal education 
in the public schools of Reading, and in his 
younger days learned the trade of a moulder ; 
he then served an apprenticeship to that 
trade in the Franklin Iron Works, now 
known as the Johnston Foundry & Machine 
Co. In 1852 he moved to Virginia, where he 
was successfully engaged in following his 
trade for thirteen years ; at the expiration of 
that time he returned to Reading, where he 
has since resided. In 1895, in partnership 
with H. J. Herb, our subject purchased the 
old Franklin Iron Works, and they now con- 
duct the business under the name of the 



Johnston Foundry & Machine Co. Mr. 
Shaaber is the practical and mechanical 
manager, and Mr. Herb acts as business 
manager. In December, 1853, Mr. Shaaber 
and Martha J. Rider, a daughter of Elisha 
Rider of Lynchburg, Va., were united in the 
bonds of matrimony, and as a result of this 
happy union, the following children were 
born: Margaret V. (Hangen); Annie E.; 
Charles ; Ida, deceased ; George ; and Rob- 
ert, deceased. Mr. Shaaber is a member of 
Friendship Lodge. No. 5, Knights of Pythias; 
and Veteran Castle, No. 481, Knights ot the 
Golden Eagle. Our subject, politically, is a 
conscientious Republican, and by every 
means in his power assists in promoting the 
principles of the party which he believes to 
be a true exponent of liberty and justice. 
He enjoys the well merited confidence of his 
community, and is doing his share toward 
the building up of the business portion of it. 
Mr. Shaaber's portrait appears on a page in 
proximity to this, in connection with the 
above biography. 



LPRANK BROBST, an enterprising and 
p influential citizen of Reading, who is 
J- ^ now a traveling salesman for a large 
wholesale liquor firm of Reading, is the pop- 
ular candidate of the Democratic party for 
the office of sheriff of Berks County. His 
success seems assured, as he is not only a 
man with many friends throughout this sec- 
tion in which lie was born and has spent most 
of his life, but is supported by many men of 
influence in different parts of the county. 
He is a son of Henry and Catherine (Al- 
bright) Brobst, and was born in Bethel town- 
ship, Berks County, October 4, 1847. 

His paternal grandfather was Michael 
Brobst, who was a native of Berks County, 
where he always lived, and dealt largely m 
real estate. Henry Brobst, the father of our 
subject, was born m 1 821, in this county, and 
during most of his life lived at Rehrersburg, 
Bethel township, where he conducted a hos- 
telry with much success. He was an active 
worker in political affairs, and was an un- 
swerving supporter of the Democratic party ; 
he frequently served as a delegate to both the 
county and state conventions, and lor a pe- 
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riod of filty years never failed to attend a 
convention. In 1867, 1868 and 1869, he rep- 
resented his party in the State Legislature, 
and served his constituents in a faithful man- 
ner. Religiously, he was a consistent mem- 
ber of the Lutheran Church. He was joined 
in hymeneal bonds with Catherine Albright, 
who came of a prominent family of this 
county, being a daughter ot Solomon Al- 
bright and a sister of the Hon. Charles Al- 
bright. The latter was born in this county 
and obtained his intellectual training in Dick- 
inson College, after which he studied law and 
was admitted to the bar at Mauch Chunk. 
During the Civil War he organized a regi- 
ment for nine months' service and upon the 
expiration of that term he organized another 
for one year's service in 1864, which was 
kept in the army until the close of the war. 
He was mustered into service as a colonel, 
but was subsequently promoted to the rank 
of brigadier-general for distinguished servi- 
ces. After the war was over he was elected 
to Congress, serving for one term. Mr. and 
Mrs. Brobst became the parents of the fol- 
lowing offspring: James, a resident of Le- 
highton. Carbon County ; Frank, the subject 
of this biographical record ; Mary, the wife 
of William P. Snyder of Reading; Charles 
A., who makes his home at Canton, Ohio ; 
Martha, who was the wife of Dr. Asapa 
Stapp, who died in Michigan, where they 
lived ; Harry, who succeeded his uncle Val- 
entine as justice of the peace of Tulpehocken 
township, the latter having served in that ca- 
pacity for a period of thirty 3'ears; John A., 
who is a liquor dealer andf manufacturer of 
Canton, Ohio; and Albert, who died young. 
Frank Brobst received a common school 
training, and at the age of fourteen years be- 
gan the battle of life for himself, being pos- 
sessed of an unusual degree of energy and 
ambition. He learned the trade of a moulder 
at Mauch Chunk and followed that occupa- 
tion for one year, when at the age of sixteen 
years he enlisted in the Civil War in the 202d 
Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf, and served bravely 
throughout the remainder of the war in the 
Army of the Potomac. Returning home 
from the service, he again engaged in the 
work of a moulder at Mauch Chunk for 
some time, and then moved to Reading, 
where he was employed in a like capacity in 



the shops of the P. & R. R. R. A few years 
later he went to Ft. Wayne, Ind., thence to 
Lafayette, Ind., and other western cities, 
combining business with pleasure and remain- 
ing in the West until 1876. when he returned 
to Reading, and during the Centennial year 
clerked in the Merchant's Hotel in that cit3\ 
He next entered the employ of Mr. Herb, 
a wholesale liquor dealer, and remained with 
him until 1878, when he went West, spending 
some months in Denver and Leadville, Colo. 
Upon returning home in 1879, he accepted a 
position with George W. Hughs, who 
was also a wholesale liquor dealer oi Read- 
ing, and one year later, he, in partnership 
with Milton Rentschler, purchased the whole- 
sale business of Mr. Herb. After successful- 
ly conducting the business for a period of fif- 
teen years, the partnership was dissolved and 
our subject has since been employed as a 
traveling salesman in the same line of busi- 
ness. He is a man of sterling worth and 
strict integrity, a thorough business man, and 
enjoys the confidence and respect of all with 
whom he is acquainted. 

In the month of June, 1878, he was united 
in marriage with Alice B. Dengler, and two 
children have blessed their union, namely : 
Bessie D., the wife of Thomas B. Milligan of 
Reading; and Frances E., who was born in 
Reading May 28, 1886. Politically, Mr. 
Brobst has always been a firm Democrat, 
and has frequently served as delegate to 
county and state conventions. In 1898, he 
received tlfe nomination of the party for 
sheriff of Berks County, an office for which 
he is eminently qualified. Socially, he is a 
member of Williamson Lodge, No. 307, F. & 
A. M.; Lodge, No. 194, I. O. O. F.; St. Law- 
rence Camp, No. 230, P. O. S. of A.; Harlem 
Castle, Knights of the Golden Eagle; Gen. 
William IL Keim Post, No. 76, G. A. R.; 
Royal Arcanum ; and the Improved Order 
of Heptasophs. 



ENJAMIN M. YOST of Boyer- 
town, a dealer in coal, iron, hard- 
ware, flour, feed, etc., is established 
on Philadelphia avenue, where he 
has one of the largest and best paying trades 
in his section of the county. He is a son of 
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Judge Isaac F. and Rosina (Miller) Yost, and 
was born in Pott's Grove township, Mont- 
gomery County, March 24, 1842. 

Philip Yost, or Jost as it was then spelled, 
the great great-grandfather of our subject, 
was born in Nassau, West Germany, in 1718, 
and was twenty-two years of age when he 
came to America and located in Montgomery 
County. His companion along the pathways 
of life was Vervinca Dotterer, a native of 
Limerick township, Montgomery County, 
and they were the parents of three sons : 
John, Harmon, and Philip, the great-grand- 
father of our subject. 

Philip Yost, Jr., was born in Limerick 
township, Montgomery County, August 24, 
1757, and in 1768 moved with his father to 
Pott's Grove township, where they purchased 
a piece of property which has remamed in the 
possession of the Yost family for over 100 
years. His trade was that of a wheelwright, 
but he spent most of his life in agricultural 
pursuits. At the age of nineteen years, he 
joined the ranks of Gen. Washington's Army at 
Pottstown, and served through all the remain- 
ing years of the struggle for independence. 
He took part in the engagements at Bran- 
dywine, Germantown, Monmouth, and many 
others ol less importance. At the close of 
the war he returned home, and, in 1783, mar- 
ried Rosina Benninger, by whom he had the 
following children : Mary Magdalene, who 
married Henry Shetfey ; Tobial ; Jacob; 
Benjamin ; Salome, U^ho married Frederick 
Linderman; Rosina, who married Jacob 
Schlicter; Herman; Jonas; Sarah, who be- 
came the wife of Samuel Gilham ; and Philip. 
Mr. Yost died August 28, 1832, at the age of 
seventy-five years. 

Benjamin Yost, the grandfather of our 
subject, was born in Pott's Grove township, 
Montgomery County, in 1787, and was reared 
on the farm. His entire life was devoted to 
tilling the soil, and he was one of the pros- 

f)erous farmers of the community in which he 
ived. Politically, he was a Democrat, and 
was a man of considerable influence in his 
party. He served in an official capacity as 
county commissioner, county treasurer, and 
register of wills. During the War of 181 2 
he was fife major at Markshook for a period 
of three months, returning home on Christ- 
mas Day in 18 14. His long and useful life 



came to an end September 30, 1857. He 
formed a matrimonial alliance with Sarah 
Feather, a daughter of Isaac Feather, who 
conducted the Black Bear Hotel near Read- 
ing. This union was blessed with the birth 
of the following children : Isaac F., our sub- 
ject's father ; Sarah, deceased, was twice mar- 
ried — first to John Swenk, and after his death 
to Levi Gilbert; Benjamin, deceased, was a 
hotel keeper, and erected the Colonade Hotel 
at Pottstown, Pa.; Herman, deceased ; and 
Elizabeth, deceased, who was the wife of 
Frederick Knoll. 

Judge Isaac F. Yost was born in the town 
of Pott's Grove, March 2, 181 5, and was 
reared on the old homestead farm. After re- 
ceiving a good education in the schools of his 
childhood, he began teaching in the winter 
months and farming during the summer. He 
continued in this manner for some twelve 
years, when, in 1844, he purchased a farm in 
Pott's Grove township and larmed there until 
1868. He then bought the farm and hotel 
property at Swamp from his grandfather, 
Lsaac Feather, and engaged in the hotel busi- 
ness for a few years. He then disposed of 
that property and purchased a farm near by, 
upon which he lived until 1886, when he 
moved to Boyertovvn, and lived in retirement 
up to the time of his death. Politically, he 
was always a stanch supporter ol the princi- 
ples of the Democratic party, and was called 
upon to fill many offices of trust. He was 
school director in Pott's Grove for twelve 
years; auditor of Montgomery County for 
one term; county committeeman in 1854; 
and was elected associate judge in 1871. He 
served in that capacity for five years, and 
was the last incumbent of that office in Mont- 
gomery County, under the law providing as- 
sociate judges. These oifices were all filled 
to the entire satisfaction of all concerned, 
and Judge Yost sustained his reputation as 
an honest and upright man. He was an ac- 
tive worker in the Reformed Church of Boy- 
ertovvn, and a regular attendant upon divine 
worship until within a very short time of his 
death, holding the office of elder during the 
last years of his life. Judge Yost passed 
away on September 15, 1898, aged eighty- 
three years, six months and thirteen days. 
He was joined in Hymen's bonds Novem- 
ber I, 1838, with Rosma Miller, a daughter 



Digitized by 



Google 



214 



BOOK OF BIOGRAPHIES 



of the late Daniel Miller of Pottos Grove, 
by whom he had fourteen children, ten 
of whom are now living. They are as 
follows: Daniel was colonel of the 165th 
Reg., Pa. Vol. Inf., during the Civil War, 
and is now a dry goods merchant of 
Norristown, Pa.; Louise died at the age of 
thirteen years; Benjamin M., in whom the 
interest of this sketch centers ; Amelia, the 
widow of Tobias Shelley, is now a resident 
of Pott's Grove, Pa.; Salome, who is the wife 
of William Bliem of Pottstown, Pa.; Isaac, 
an extensive miller and farmer of Hays City, 
Kan.; Mary, the wife of James B. Stauffer of 
Bovertown ; Jonah, who died in infancy ; 
Philip, a resident of Philadelphia; Emma is 
living at the Yost home in Boyertown; Re- 
becca, the wife of Frank Binder, who is em- 
ployed at the United States Mint in Philadel- 
phia ; Hannah, who died in childhood : Eliz- 
abeth, who also died young; and John R., who 
is in the railroad business at Springfield, Mo. 

Benjamin M. Yost was reared on the farm 
and received his intellectual training in the 
common schools of his native town. He 
then turned his attention toward agricultural 
pursuits, which he followed in New Hanover 
township until 1888. In that year he moved 
to Boyertown and engaged in the hardware 
business, and handled also coal, iron, pumps, 
flour, feed, grain, etc., and has continued in 
that line of business since. He has invested 
$15,000 in building, stock, etc., and does a 
large and paying business, amounting to about 
$16,000 per annum. The farm in Montgom- 
ery County is still in his possession and is a 
valuable piece of property, consisting of T] 
acres. During the excitement caused by the 
invasion of the Confederates into the state of 
Pennsylvania, our subject hastened to the aid 
of the Union, and enlisted September 12, 
1862, as corporal under Captain Grist of Co. 
G., nth Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf., for ninety days. 
He took part in the battle of Antietam and 
in many minor skirmishes, always displaying 
great bravery and being ever willing to dis- 
charge his full duty and more. He was mus- 
tered out the same month, and returned to 
his home. 

Mr. Yost was united in marriage October 
17, 1 87 1, with Katie Bliem, a daughter of 
Jacob Bliem, a late farmer of Pott*s Grove 
township, and they are the parents of four 



children, namely : Mary, the wife of William 
Sloane, a resident of Philadelphia ; Rosa ; 
Isaac ; and Katie. The latter three are now 
living at home with their parents. Mr. Yost 
is a member of Gen. Crook Post, No. 597, G. 
A. R. of Boyertown ; and also of the Mystic 
Shrine. Religiouslv, he is an earnest member 
of the Reformed Church of Boyertown, of 
which he is an elder. In political belief he 
is a firmbeliever in the principles promul- 
gated by the Democratic party. He is a 
dutiful citizen, and is much respected for his 
sterling worth and integrity 01 character. 




AMUEL S. BAGENSTOSE, who 
resides in a comfortable home in 
the village of West Leesport, Bern 
township, owns and operates a 
large fruit farm oi 127 acres one mile from 
the village. He is a son of William and 
Rebecca (Snyder) Bagenstose, and was born 
April 3, 1 841, in Center township, Berks 
County. 

His paternal grandfather was John Bagen- 
stose, who was born in Center township, and 
resided near Garfield P. O. all of his life. 
He learned the trade of a blacksmith, which 
he followed in connection with farming. He 
owned two farms, one of 150 acres and the 
other of 160. His political affiliations were 
with the Democratic party. Religiously, he 
was an earnest member of the Lutheran 
Church. He was united in the holy bonds 
of wedlock with Elizabeth Himmelberger, 
and became the father of the following chil- 
dren:' John; Jacob; Samuel; Jonah; Re- 
becca ; Kate ; John, the second member of 
the family by that name ; Sallie ; William, 
the father of our subject; and Benneville. 

William Bagenstose, the father of our sub- 
ject, is now in his eighty-fifth year, and is an 
extensive farmer and land owner of Center 
township. He is a man of sound judgment, 
excellent business principles and a successful 
manager, and during his life has managed to 
accumulate considerable wealth. He owns a 
farm of 155 acres in Center township, upon 
which he now resides; one in Bern township, 
one of 135 acres and another of 125 m 
Center township ; and 16 acres of woodland 



Digitized by 



Google 



BERKS COUNTY 



215 



in the Blue Mountains in Tilton township. 
Politically, he is a stanch supporter of the 
principles of the Democratic party. Relig- 
iously, he is a member of the Belleman's 
Lutheran and Reformed Church, which or- 
ganization he generous!)' supports. As a 
result of his union with Rebecca Snyder, ten 
children were born, namely : Sarah f Spade); 
Keziah ; Samuel S., the subject of tnis per- 
sonal history ; Catherine (Speicher) ; Isaac ; 
Jacob; Ellen (Davis); Emma (Kauflman) ; 
Mary (Deitrich); and William. Mrs. Bagen- 
stose is also in her eighty-fifth year, and is 
remarkably well preserved for her years. 
Mr. Bagenstose also enjoys good health and 
physical condition, and can do a day's work 
that would put to shame many a man years 
his junior. He astonished all recently by 
showing the manner in which an old man, 
bearing the weight of eighty-five years on his 
shoulders, could feed a threshing machine. 

Our subject received his education in the 
public schools of Center township, and added 
to his stock of knowledge by reading after 
he had left school. He was reared on the 
farm, and lived with his father and taught 
school until he was twenty-three years of 
age. He then moved to Bern township, 
where he has since been engaged in farming. 
He located upon the farm which he now 
owns and upon which he lived until 1896, 
when he took up his residence in Leesport 
and built the handsome residence in which 
he now resides. Besides the lot upon which 
his house is situated, he owns another very 
valuable lot. He still operates his farm of 
127 acres, which is mainly a fruit farm. His 
orchards consist of 1,050 apple trees, 600 
peach trees, 250 pear trees, 100 quince, 200 
plum trees and 100 cherry trees. He has the 
agencies for different phosphate companies, 
chiefly for the Great Eastern Co. Business 
affairs have occupied the greater part of Mr. 
Bagenstose's time, but he has given due at- 
tention to the culture of his finer nature and 
tastes. He is a fine singer, and when he was 
eighteen years of age gave singing lessons, 
and has been leader of the Mohrsville 
Church choir for many years. At present he 
is organist in the Lutheran Church of 
Mohrsville, and also has been a member of 
that organization for forty-two years. Our 
subject is agent for the Excelsior and Shon- 



inger pianos and organs, and also for other 
good firms. 

Mr. Bagenstose was united in marriage to 
Diana Loose, a daughter of Joseph Loose, 
May 3, 1862, and they are the happy parents 
of ten children : Clara, the wife of Jacob 
Wagner, a tailor of West Leesport; Ida, 
who married James Bucks and resides at 
Mohrsville; Saloma, the wife of Harvey 
Royer, who resides at Leesport; Morris, a 
shoe cutter, who lives at Orwigsburg, Pa.; 
Samuel, who is attending college at Myers- 
town, Lebanon County; and five others, who 
died in infancy. In political belief, he is a 
stanch Prohibitionist and strongly advocates 
the cause of that party. He is a public 
spirited man, and has done much to elevate 
tne social and moral tone of the community. 



T^HARLES D. HERMAN, one of the 
I QL/ leading merchant tailors of Berks 
VJ^ County, who is located in the vil- 

^^— -^ lage of Kutztown, at 209 Main 
street, where he carries on hand the largest 
stock of suitings kept by any firm in Berks 
County, with the exception of several in the 
city of Reading, was born in Greenwich 
township, April 11, 1855, ^"d is a son of 
James and Catherine (Herring) Herman, and 
grandson of Henry and Lyaia (Henninger) 
Herman. 

Henry Herman was born in Lehigh County, 
Pa., and settled in Greenwich township, 
Berks County, where he engaged in weaving 
linen and woolen goods. He was Jilso a skill- 
ful mechanic. He was united in marriage 
with Lydia Henninger, and they reared the 
following children: Catherine, Louisa, Joseph, 
and James. Mr. Herman died aged seventy- 
five years; his wife passed from this life aged 
sixty-eight years. 

James Herman was born in Maxatawny 
township, February 29, 1829, and at the age 
of eighteen years he learned the trade of a 
carpenter, which he followed as a journey- 
man all his life. In 1868 he took up his abode 
in Kutztown, and occupied himself in the 
erection of many of the most prominent 
buildings in the place. In 1891 he built a 
fine residence at No. 54 White Oak street, 
and has since lived in retirement, enjoying a 
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well-earned competency. He was wedded to 
Catherine Herring, a daughter of Peter Her- 
ring, Jr., who was a son of Peter and Cather- 
ine Herring; the former a tarmer of Green- 
wich township all his life. Peter Herring, Sr., 
was the father of the following children: Peter, 
John, Elizabeth, Catherine, Molly, and Han- 
nah. Peter Herring, Jr., was born in Green- 
wich township, and was a blacksmith by 
trade, which he followed in connection with 
farming. He married Rebecca Stoyer, and 
eight children resulted from this union, name- 
ly : Rufena ; Annie ; Catherine, the mother 
of our subject; Peter; Polly; Amanda; 
Charles; and Elizabeth. Mr. Herring died 
at the advanced age of ninety one years. Mrs. 
Herring entered the world of rest when aged 
eighty years. Mr. and Mrs. Herman are the 
parents of the following children: Henry 
Alfred, deceased ; Emiline Louise, their only 
daughter, resides at home with her parents; 
Charles D., whose name heads the above 
lines ; James Oliver, a tailor of Kutztown ; 
Austin M., a merchant of Kutztown; Syl- 
vester Cyrus, a carpenter residing ia Read- 
ing; Peter Allen, deceased ; Walter Edwin, 
a tailor residing in Kutztown ; and Eugene, 
deceased. The father of our subject was 
a strong Democrat, and served as school 
director and in the town council ; in religious 
views he was a member of the Lutheran 
Church. In 1862 he enlisted in the Union 
Army, as a member oi Co. I, 167th Reg. Pa. 
Vol. Inf.. and for eleven months he rendered 
gallant service toward maintaining the integ- 
rity of the Union. He died December 16, 

1897. 

Charles D. Herman attended the public 
schools of Kutztown until he was seventeen 
years of age, and then learned the trade of a 
tailor. He worked for Henry Williams of 
Kutztown, and later was employed by Philip 
B. Kline of the same place. In 1874 he 
opened up a tailor shop in Kutztown, and 
carried on that line of business for twelve 
years. His business grew so rapidly that in 
order to supply the demand of his patrons 
he opened a merchant tailoring establishment, 
purchasing for this purpose the J. L. Eck 
block, at No. 209 Main street, where he car- 
ries a complete line of suitings. He employs 
some 20 skilled workmen, who are constantly 
kept busy in order to supply the large num- 



ber of orders, some of which come from out- 
side the state. He purchased the residence 
of J. R. Gouser, located at No. 340 Main 
street, which he has remodeled and rebuilt 
into a handsome residence. 

Our subject formed a matrimonial alliance 
with Clara M. Gross, a daughter of David 
Gross, a resident of Newtown, Lehigh County, 
Pa. Seven children were born to our sub- 
ject and wife, and were named as follows: 
Gertrude, deceased ; Richard J. is a cutter 
and bookkeeper in his father's store : Quin- 
ton D. is now attending the Keystone State 
Normal School ; Louisa, deceased ; Paul A. 
is also a student ; Bessie A., deceased; and 
Margaret R. Our subject is an ardent Demo- 
crat, and has served as inspector of elections 
two terms; judge of elections; school direc- 
tor two terms; and has been president of 
the borough council for two terms. Socially, 
he is a member and past chief of the Knights 
of the Golden Eagle ; and is a member ofthe 
Lutheran Church. Mr. Herman has led an 
active and energetic life, and his enterprising 
spirit has been felt in all the movements to 
advance the business and social interests of 
the borough. He is one of the self-made men 
of Kutztown, and has succeeded in life by his 
own energy and perseverance. 



LfM^ANK G. LEIDY, the proprietor of 
R the leading livery and exchange stable 
-L l* of the village of Boyertown, Berks 
County, is a son of Daniel and Hannah 
(Gabel) Leidy, and was born in the above 
village, February 15, 1862. 

The Leidy family has lived in Berks Coun- 
ty for many years. Samuel Leidy, the grand- 
father of our subject, was a residfent ofFred- 
ericksville, Berks County, where his entire 
life was devoted to agricultural pursuits. He 
was the progenitor of the foUowmg children: 
Henry is a native of Boyertown, where he 
still resides; Daniel, the father of our sub- 
ject; Philip, deceased; Peter, deceased; Jesse, 
a marble cutter of Hatboro, Pa.; Mrs. Rush- 
ongof Schwenkville, Pa.; and Mrs. Harberger, 
deceased. 

Daniel Leidy was born in Fredericksville, 
this county, where he remained until he had 
reached maturity. He then moved to Cole- 
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brookdale, where he was engaged in tilling 
the soil until 1864, and for the following ten 
years owned and operated the Leidy paper 
mills. His next business venture ^as in the 
village of Boyertown, where he embarked in 
the livery business. He was honest and 
straightforward in all of his dealings, and as 
he kept a good class of horses, he quickly 
acquired a large patronage, and had the larg- 
est business ot any liveryman in the vicinity. 
He followed that line of business until his 
death, which occurred March 4 1889, after 
reaching the ripe old age of seventy-two 
years. He was bound in the holy bonds of 
matrimony three times, his first wife being 
Miss Stetler, by whom he had three children, 
whose names are as follows: Henry, a 
butcher, of Allentown, Pa.; Joseph, deceased; 
and Chester, who is engaged in clerking in 
the cit^' of Philadelphia. His second union 
was with Rebecca Daub. He was again mar- 
ried, his third union being with Hannah 
Gabel, a daughter of David and Mary (Gabel) 
Gabel, and a sister of Daniel Gabel, whose 
personal history is recorded elsewhere irt 
this Book of Biographies. As a result of 
this union four children were born, namely : 
Frank G., whose name heads this sketch ; 
Annie, who resides at home with her mother; 
Emma, the wife of Lewis P. G. Fegley, whose 
sketch also appears in this book; and Han- 
nah, who married Harry E. Graffen of Boyer- 
town. Mrs. Leidy still survives her husband 
and is living in Boyertown, where she is 
spending her declining years in the midst of 
her children and friends. 

Frank G. Leidy, after completing the 
required course in the common schools, at- 
tended Mount Pleasant Seminary, an institu- 
tion which is now defunct. Upon attaining 
man's estate, he engaged in the livery busi- 
ness- with his father, and since the tatter's 
death he has conducted the establishment 
alone. He is energetic and enterprising, and 
his stable is first-class in every respect. He 
inherited his father's shrewd business ability, 
and every transaction is characterized by 
rare gooa judgment and honesty. That he 
is a good judge of horse flesh is shown by 
the stable he keeps. He has about twenty 
horses, all of which are excellent travelers. 
He also has vehicles of all descriptions, about 
twenty in all, and is prepared to send out an 



experienced driver at any time. Our sub- 
ject is a courteous and agreeable companion, 
highly esteemed in business circles as a man 
of strict integrity, and fully deserves the suc- 
cess with which he is meeting. 

October 20, 1882, he was united in marriage 
with Kate Ellis, a daughter of James Ellis of 
Reading, and they are the parents of the fol- 
lowing children : Charles ; Ralph ; Bessie ; 
and rranklin. Politically, he is a stanch 
Republican. In social circles he is a member 
of Salah Castle, No. 46, A. O. K. of M. C; 
and of Washington Camp, No. 104, P. O. S. 
of A. of Boyertown. 



CI. VV. OSCAR MILLER, one of 
he most prominent citizens of Read- 
ing, whose portrait is shown on 
the opposite page, is a conspicu- 
ous figure in the Democratic party of this 
section, being well-known and having great 
influence throughout the county. He is a 
son of Joseph and Mary (Ziegler) Miller, and 
was born August 28, 1857, in Maxatawny 
township, Berks County. 

His paternal grandfather was John Miller, 
who was born near Fogelsville, Lehigh 
County, but came to Maxatawny township, 
Berks County, at an early day, where he fol- 
lowed agricultural pursuits tlie remainder pf 
his life. Politically, he was a Democrat, 
whilst in religious views he affiliated with the 
Reformed Church. He passed to his re- 
ward in 1846, and was survived by five bovs 
and one girl. 

Joseph Miller was born in Maxatawny 
township, January 21, 18 19, and obtained his 
education in the common schools and the old 
subscription school, attending the latter for 
two winters. He was also engaged in tilling 
the soil his entire life, and was a prosperous 
farmer of his time. Politically, he was a firm 
supporter of the principles of the Demo- 
cratic party, and served as school director 
for several terms. It has been a character- 
istic of this family, that the male members 
have all attained an advanced age before sub- 
mitting to the inevitable. Mr. Miller was 
well advanced in years when he sustained 
internal injuries by a fall from an apple tree, 
which resulted in his death. As a result of 
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his union with Mary Ziegler the following 
children were born : W. Oscar, our subject ; 
Mary, the wife of A. S. Heffner, a large coal 
and lumber merchant of Topton, this county : 
Sally I., whose husband is L. A. Stein ; Alvin 
J.; Fianna, wife of Rev. James O. Liebens- 
perger ; and George F. 

W. Oscar Miller, after completing the 
required course in the common schools, 
took a course in the Keystone State Nor- 
mal School of Kutztown, graduating in 
1875. He then entered Lafayette College, 
and later took a course in the Law Depart- 
ment of the University of Michigan, from 
which he graduated in 1879, and was admit- 
ted to the bar in 1880. He thereupon took up 
a practice in Reading, and, being a man of 
unusual energy, he soon established a large 
acquaintanceship. He became active in poli- 
tics as soon as he had attained his majority, 
and in 1887 was elected a delegate to the 
Democratic State Convention. It was but a 
short time until he was one of the leaders of 
the party in Reading, and his advice and sup- 
port was always sought by candidates for 
nomination. In 1889 he ^^^s elected district 
attorney, and served in that capacity with 
general satisfaction. In November, 1896, 
his popularity with his fellow-citizens was 
shown by their electing him to the State 
Senate by the handsome plurality of 2,400 
votes against a field of six other candidates, 
and in that capacity he served his constitu- 
ents faithfully and well. In 1892 and 1894 he 
was chairman of the Democratic County 
Committee, and in 1896 was sent as a dele- 
gate to the National Convention at Chicago, 
when William Jennings Bryan received the 
nomination for President of the United 
States. Mr. Miller also edits the Reading 
Democrat, the leading organ of the Demo- 
cratic party in the city. He formed a matri- 
monial alliance with Emma L. Reider, and 
their union has been blessed by the birth of 
one daughter, Frances E. 



7-^HARLES REINOEHL HAMAN, 
I QJ M. D., is a son of Christian Samuel 
VJjj^ and Catherine (Reinoehl) Haman, 

^^ '^ and was born March 15, 1868, at 517 
Chestnut street, Reading, Pa. While still a 



young man of little more than thirty years, 
he has built up a practice more extended than 
that of many an old practitioner, and the out- 
look for a brilliant future is very flattering. 

His great-grandfather was a native of Den- 
mark, and spelled his name Hahman. He 
was a Moravian in religious belief, and was 
sent as a Moravian Missionary to the Bar- 
badoes, a group of islands in the West Indies. 
While there two children were born to him, 
two sons, one being the grandfather of our 
subject. Both of these sons were sent to the 
Moravian Seminary at Nazareth, Northamp- 
ton County, Pa. The brother moved to 
Ohio ; and the grandfather of our subject 
settled near Nazareth, where he became en- 
gaged in the hotel business and also dealt 
extensively in cattle. Among the children 
born to him was the father of our subject. 
Christian Samuel. 

Christian Samuel Haman was born March 
14, 1832, at Nazareth, in one of his father's 
hotels, and there grew to manhood. He was 
educated at that place in the Moravian faith, 
and remained in that church for a number of 
years, but finally became identified with the 
Evangelical Association, and was a minister 
in that denomination until 1891. At that 
time a disagreement arose, which caused the 
formation of two factions, one of which with- 
drew from the Association. In 1893 the 
seceding faction held their first General Con- 
ference at Naperville, and our subject's father 
was one of three bishops elected in the 
United Evangelical Church, the other two 
being Bishop Rudolph Dubbs of Chicago, 
.and Bishop Stanford of Harrisburg, ra. 
Bishop Haman held this office for four years. 
The East Pennsvlvania Conference then 
elected him Presiding Elder and assigned 
him to the Reading district — the position he 
now holds. He has ever been a most ener- 
getic worker in all matters which pertained 
to his church, and was the leader of the 
movement which resulted in the founding of 
the United Evangelical Church. To show 
that the diwSsension was justifiable, it is only 
necessary to mention that the new church 
had about an equal membership with the old 
one. He was kindly by nature, treasured 
few resentments, and was ever ready to lend 
a helping hand or do a favor, and he now 
lives surrounded by life-long friends, who 
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hold him in high esteem. He was united in 
marriage with Catherine Reinoehl and raised 
a family of five children, one daughter and 
four sons, viz: John and Irwin both died 
young; William A., born October 31, 1861, 
is a prominent physician of the Homeo- 
pathic school ; Charles R.; and Ella Cecelia, 
born November 13. 1872, living at home. 
Dr. Charles Reinoehl Haman obtained his 

grimary education in the public schools of 
leading, and entered Schuylkill Seminary at 
the age of thirteen. This seminary was then 
situated at Reading, but was later removed 
to Fredericksburg, Lebanon County, and still 
later moved to Myerstown, Lebanon County, 
and is now known as Albright College. He 
graduated from this school in 1885 when 
but seventeen years of age, and from Brun- 
ner*s Business College the year following. 
The following two years he employed in 
work, first with the Philadelphia & Reading 
R. R. as clerk, with headquarters at Read- 
ing. He remained with this company and 
then accepted a position with the Reading 
Iron Co. as time-keeper in their tube works 
department. He was with this company for 
one year, when he took up the study of medi- 
cine under his brother, William A. Haman. 
After a year devoted to hard study he entered 
the Hahnemann Homeopathic Medical Col- 
lege in 1888, and graduated April 7, 1891. 
He at once located at 430 North Ninth street, 
Reading, which for five years was his office, 
but in April, 1896, he moved to 213 North 
Ninth street, where he may now be found. 
By close application and attention to detail, 
and the careful consideration givert to each 
case entrusted to his care, and more by the 
success attending his efforts, he has built 
up a large and desirable class of patrons. 
He is making a specially of surgery, and, 
young as he is, has gained the reputation of 
being among the most skillful in the city, 
while his services are in frequent demand. 
He is a member of the Practitioners' Associ- 
ation of Reading, and the Hahnemann 
Alumni Association, and is on the Homeo- 
pathic Hospital and Dispensary staff. 

Dr. Haman led to the altar Susan C. 
Baker on April 28, 1891. Two children were 
the fruits of this union, both dying in infancy. 
He served as school director during the un- 
expired term of Thomas Harper of the 



Eleventh Ward. He is a strong Republican, 
and has often been importuned by his party 
to allow his name to be used for office, but 
has declined, feeling that the position of 
petty office holder holds but small induce- 
ments to a man who wishes to achieve dis- 
tinction or become of real value in the 
world. He is a member of Reading Castle, 
Knights of the Golden Eagle, No. 49, and 
Royal Arcanum, Wyomissing Council, No. 
1584. He is also a member of Grace United 
Evangelical Church, located at Sixth and 
Elm streets, and is a liberal supporter to the 
cause. 



^YSyTNAHBERY K. SPATZ, the propri- 

1— I— J etor of a popular hostelry, situ- 
Je I rf ^^^^ ^^ ^"^ corner of Ninth and 
H -*- ^^^ Robeson streets in Reading, is 
one of the progressive and enterprising citi- 
zens of the city. He is a son ot Jonathan 
and Rebecca (Clay) Spatz, and was born in 
Center township, December 13, 1861. 

Jonathan Spatz, the father of our subject, 
was born in Center township, where he was 
engaged in agricultural pursuits and lived all 
of his life. 

Mahbery K. Spatz was intellectually pre- 
pared for life's battles in the common schools 
and in the Keystone State Normal School at 
Kutztown, where he took a one year's course. 
He then learned the trade of a moulder in 
the shops of the Reading Hardware Co., 
where he worked for over fifteen years. At 
the end of that period, or in the month of 
April, 1895, he purchased the hotel stand, 
where he is now engaged in business, and has 
since conducted a first-class hotel. He has 
made some important improvements, keeps 
the rooms neat and orderly, and does every- 
thing possible to make it a comfortable home 
for the traveling public. 

Our subject was united in the bonds of 
matrimony with Elizabeth Bibbus, August 
29, 1885, and their union was blessed by the 
birth of one son, Walter, who was born 
February 27, 1892, and died June 28, 1894. 
Mr. Spatz's political affiliations are cast with 
the Republican party, whose principles he 
strongly advocates. He has often been 
chosen to represent the party at county con- 
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ventions, and lor two years he served as 
chairman of the Thirteenth Ward. He was 
also elected as councilman for two terms. 
He is a prominent member of a number of 
secret societies, all of which he has repre- 
sented at state conventions. He is a mem- 
ber of and has been master of the following 
orders: Camp No. 6i, P.O. S. ot A.; Marion 
Castle, No. 183, Knights of the Mystic Chain; 
Wyonett Tribe, No. 301, I. O. R. M.; and 
Fidelia Chamber, No. 5, Knights of Friend- 
ship. He became a member of the Marion 
Hose Company shortly after its organization, 
to which he still belongs. He has repre- 
sented that company in the Firemen's Union 
and the Firemen's Relief for the past ten 
vears^and is one of the active workers. He 
Is also a prominent member of the Wood- 
vale Athletic Association. Mr. Spatz is a 
public-spirited man, and his influence is felt 
m all enterprises which have for their end 
the advancement of the interests of the city 
of Reading. 



m 



ILLIAM K. GRIM, Boyertown's 
leading business man, is a son of 
Gideon and Esther (Knouse) Grim, 
and was born in Exeter township, this county. 
May 28, 1825. He is one of the substantial 
and representative men of the county, and is 
quick to identify himself with any interest 
that promises well from a business standpoint 
either to himself or the community. His 
judgment is discriminating and sound, and 
his advice is much sought after. His accom- 
plishments took the direction of efficient 
executive ability, not so much in adroit 
management of party, as the more solid and 
enduring operations which cause the phys- 
ical development and advancement of com- 
merce and business enterprise. 

Johan Egidius Grim, the great-great- 
grandfather, came from Germany to this 
country about 1728, settling in Maxatawny 
township, Berks County. He secured a large 
tract of land, on which he erected a substan- 
tial house, to which his neighbors were in the 
habit ol congregating when fearing an Indian 
outbreak. He was a member of the Luth- 
eran Church, to which nearly all his descend- 
ants belonged. He reared a large family, and 



two of his sons were soldiers of the Revo- 
lution. Henry Grim, the great-grandfather, 
was born in Maxatawny township, in 1733, 
and died in 1804. 

Gideon Grim, the grandfather, was a na- 
tive of Maxatawny township, where he became 
an extensive and prosperous farmer. He died 
in 1823, aged sixty three years. He married 
Elizabeth Kirby, who was of English origin, 
and reared a family of five sons and two 
daughters, namely : David, unmarried ; Na- 
than, a farmer of Columbia County, this state; 
Gideon, the father of our subject; Benjamin, 
a miller of Weisenburg, Lehigh County ; 
Joshua, a farmer on the homestead ; Mrs. 
Hannah Seigfried : and Mrs. Dinah Dresher. 

Gideon Grim, the father, was born on the 
old homestead in Maxatawny township, 
August 31, 1792, and died in Colebrookdale 
township, April 27, 1848, and is buried in the 
Boyertown Cemetery. He was a miller by- 
trade, and conducted the business of milling 
with that of farming for many years on the 
homestead of his wile's father, Henry Knouse, 
in Exeter township. In 1830 he purchased 
the property in Colebrookdale township, now 
owned by the gentleman whose name heads 
this sketch. This property consisted of two 
farms of about 90 acres each, and a tanyard, 
which he was successfully operating at the 
time of his death. He was accidentally 
killed, while repairing his tannery, by apiece 
of lumber falling on him. He was an ener- 
getic and successful business man, and found 
sale for the products of his farm and tanyard 
in the city of Philadelphia, drawing his goods 
to market with a team of horses. He was an 
active member, and for many years an official 
of the Lutheran Church. He was well and 
favorably known throughout this section, and 
established a good reputation for his fair and 
i upright dealing in all business alTairs. He 
was married to Esther Knouse, by whom he 
had two children, William K. our subject, 
and Levi, who died at the age of eighteen 
years. 

William K. Grim learned the trade of a 
tanner in his father's yard, and at an early age 
began to accompany his father when he went 
to Philadelphia to dispose of his produce. 
At the age of sixteen he was placed in charge 
ot the team and made the regular trips to the 
city unaccompanied. After the death of the 
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father, our subject continued to conduct the 
business to which he succeeded. The tan- 
yard he operated until 1874, when he had to 
abandon it on account of the scarcity of tan- 
bark. He then built a grist mill on the 
property, which is still in operation. In 1872, 
he moved into the town of Boyertown, where 
he still resides. His enterprise next took 
shape in organizing the National Bank of 
Boyertown, of which he was director for 
sorne years, and he also was one of the or- 
ganizers of the Farmers* National Bank, of 
which he is still vice-president. Probably the 
most important enterprise with which he is 
connected is the Colebrookdale Iron Co., 
established in 1835, ^^^^ incorporated in 1886, 
located at Pottstown. For many jears he 
has been a heavy stockholder in this organ- 
ization, and has proved a power for good to 
the company since occupying the office of 
president. They have an office at No. 90 
Chambers street. New York, and ship goods 
to all parts of the country. They handle an 
immense line of standard goods, and their 
catalogue, which they issue annually, is a 
credit to their business foresight, being lull, 
concise and neat. 

Mr. Grim was married January 11, 1853, 
to Loretta B. Rhoads, a daughter of John and 
Catherine (Boyer) Rhoads, and to them were 
born four children, viz : Mahala, at home ; 
Sallie, wife of Frank Sabold, manager of the 
N. Y. Telephone Co. at Yonkers, N. Y. ; 
William R., cashier of the Texarkana Na- 
tional Bank at Texarkana, Texas : and Kate, 
who lives at home. Our subject is a stalwart 
Democrat, and was elected by his party as 
burgess of Boyertown for thirteen years; he 
was also postmaster of the village, serving 
under the administration of President Cleve- 
land. He is a prominent member of the 
Lutheran Church, and aims to be just and 
liberal in all his views; both in public and 
private life he stands untainted and free from 
blemish. 



m 



ORRIS M. MATHIAS, a prosper- 
ous farmer of Earl township, Berks 
County, is successfully engaged 
in the cultivation of seventy acres 
of land, and is also justice of the peace of the 
n* 



township, having been elected to that office 
four different times, — in 1882, 1887, 1892 and 
1897. He was born in Amity township, 
Berks County, September 15, 1853, and is a 
son of Philip and Mary (Mathias) Mathias. 

Philip Mathias. the great-grandfather of 
our subject, a Welshman by birth, was one 
of the representative farmers of Amity town- 
ship. He married Miss Swavely, by whom 
he reared three children : Daniel, the grand- 
father of our subject ; Abraham, late a farmer 
of Colebrookdale township ; and Jacob, who 
was an invalid all his lite. Daniel Mathias 
was born in Amity township, and when he 
grew to manhood moved to Earl township. 
He was one of that class of men who make 
life a success, and at the time of his death he 
left a large estate to be divided among his 
children. He not only carried on farming, 
but was engaged in buying large tracts of 
timber land, which he cleared, and sold the 
wood to thp different forges located in Earl 
township. He was a member and an official 
of the Reformed Church. He married Eliz- 
abeth Spohn, daughter of Casper Spohn, and 
they reared the following children : Anna, 
deceased, was the wife ot George Drum hel- 
ler ; Philip, the father of our subject ; Enoch, 
deceased, formerly a farmer and later a mer- 
chant of Gilbertsville ; Mary, widow of the 
late Elam Guldin, a veteran of the Civil War ; 
Jacob, a clerk residing in Conshohocken, 
Montgomery County, Pa.; Hiram deceased, 
was a merchant of Earlville, Amity township ; 
and Mahlon, who died in infancy. Mr. and 
Mrs. Mathias both died aged eighty-two 
years. 

Philip Mathias, the father of our subject, 
was born in Earl township, and was a teacher 
and justice of the peace of that township for 
many years. In political views he was a 
strong advocate of the Democratic party. 
He was a member of the I. O. O. F. In re 
ligious views he was a deacon and elder of 
the Reformed Church. He passed from this 
earth in Earl township February 26, 1869, 
aged forty-four years. He was joined in 
wedlock with Mary Mathias, daughter of 
Jacob Mathias, who was a carpenter and un- 
dertaker of Earl township. This union was 
fruitful of one son and three daughters, 
namely: Sarah Elizabeth, who resides in 
Shanesville, this county ; Ada, the wife of 
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Edward H. Weller, a farmer and auditor of 
Earl township ; Hannah, wife of Edward 
Clemens of Fort Washington, Montgomery 
County ; and our subject. 

Morris M. Mathias was educated in the 
common schools and at Boyertown Academy, 
and at the age of nineteen years he engaged 
as a teacher and taught nine terms in Berks 
County. He then gave up teaching and pur- 
chased seventy acres of farming land, which 
he has since improved and otherwise put in 
a fine state of cultivation. He is also agent 
for the Boyertown Fire Insurance Co.. and 
does considerable business in the way of set- 
tling estates. Our subject is an avowed 
Democrat, and has served in the capacity of 
justice of the peace since 1882, and has been 
secretary of the cemetery board for twelve 
years. On September 25, 1875, he was wed- 
ded to Mary Ann D. Weller, daughter of 
Aaron Weller, a farmer of Earl township. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Mathias have been born six- 
children, namely : Sarah, who died in infan- 
cy: Olivia; Warren W.; Morris: J. Monroe; 
and Lawrence. Mr. Mathias and family are 
attached to the Reformed Church, and our 
subject has been deacon four years and elder 
three years of the local church of that de- 
nomination. 



qy^^a^^^^^ s. raudenbush, m. 

li\ D., is one of the most familiar 

^T\ figures on the streets of Reading, 
^ ®^^^ and represents a class of its most 
substantial and influential citizens. He was 
born at Salfordville, Montgomery County, 
July 24, 1841. and came to Reading while vet 
a young man, becoming closely identified 
with the best interests of the place, and a 
credit to the profession and the entire county. 
His immediate ancestors are Abraham and 
Mary (Scholl) Raudenbush. 

George Raudenbush, the grandfather, was 
of German descent, and carried on farming 
near Sellersville, Bucks County, at which 
place he died. He married a lady whose 
maiden name was Gearhard, and raised a 
family of ten children, as follows: Jacob; 
George; Jesse; Enos; Samuel; Abraham; 
Matilda (Mrs. John Clymer); Sally (Mrs. 



Cressman) : Harriet (Mrs. Thomas Althause): 
and (Mrs. Leidy). 

Abraham Raudenbush was introduced to 
the world July 22, 1801, near Sellersville, and 
was educated and grew to manhood in Bucks 
County. His educational training was ob- 
tained in the public schools ; after leaving 
school he took up the work of farming, for 
which he was fitted by previous training. 
About 1828, he removed his farming opera- 
tions to the adjoining county of Monteromery, 
locating first at Tyler s Port, and later at 
Salfordville. There he engaged in farming, 
and, in connection, dealt considerably in cat- 
tle. He was a Democrat, and felt interested 
in the success of his party. He was a man 
ot religious convictions, and early united 
with the Reformed Church, of which he be- 
came, in course of time, deacon and elder. 
He was united in marriage with Mary Scholl, 
and raised the following family : James, 
deceased, who served through the Civil War 
in the 5th Reg. Pa. Vol. Cav., and was a 
farmer of Montgomery County ; Charles, at 
one time a hotel man of Salfordville, later a 
retired farmer at Harleysville; Elizabeth 
(Mrs. Enos H. Rosen berger) ; Mary, the wife 
of Jacob Trucksess, a shoemaker and mer- 
chant of Evansburg ; Louisa died in infancy; 
and Abraham S., the subject of this biog- 
raphy. 

Dr. Raudenbush was educated in the pub- 
lic schools of Salfordville, and later attended 
Freeland Seminary of Collegeville, Pa. Af- 
ter this he studied medicine under Drs. Kee- 
lor and Grofl of Harleysville, and entered 
Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia in 
1861, graduating two years later. His first 
field oi practice was Adamstown, Lancaster 
County, where he remained for eighteen 
years, building up a large practice and mak- 
mg many friends by his careful and painstak- 
ing attention to the duty in hand, as well as 
by his genial, hearty manner. It was with 
smcere regret that they heard of his contem- 
plated move to Readfing, and they tried to 
induce him to remain where he was so well 
and favorably known, though wishing him 
well if he had to leave them. However, his 
decision had been made after mature deliber- 
ation, and it was deemed advisable to adhere 
to the resolution. The year 1882 found him 
settled in Reading, where he has since been 
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engaged in the practice of his profession, and 
meeting with a reception that would be a 
credit to any physician. He keeps well in- 
formed on all the newest discoveries in the 
world of medicine, and is a member of all 
the important medical societies, belonging to 
the Reading Medical Association ; the Berks 
County Medical Society ; and the Pennsyl- 
vania State Medical Society. He was presi- 
dent of the county association in 1875, ^^^ 
has filled the oflfice of treasurer for the past 
ten years. He is also a member of the 
American Medical Association, and has been 
on the staff of the Reading Hospital ever 
since its organization. He was elected to 
represent the Reading Medical Association 
on its board of managers at the last election 
in 1897, and he represented the county organ- 
ization at the meeting of the State Medical 
Society. He stands high in medical circles, 
and is popular with everybod3\ 

Dr. Raudenbush was united in matrimony 
October 31, 1865, with Sarah Ann Stauffer. 
Their family consists of one son, Charles H., 
born October 7, 1866, a bright, energetic 
young man who has already secured a good 
start in life. He is a graduate of the Col- 
lege of Pharmacy of Philadelphia, of the 
class of 1 891, and for a time was employed 
with Dr. J. H. Stein. In 1895 he severed his 
connection with the Doctor and opened a 
drug store of his own, which he is still run- 
ning. Dr. Raudenbush is an earnest Chris- 
tian and a member of the Second Reformed 
Church of Reading, in which he has been an 
elder, as was his father. 




^\MUEL S. HOFF. One of the 
most important offices in a city is 
that of its civil engineer, when that 
office is discharged faithfully and 
conscientiously. On the proper discharge 
of these duties the health of the entire city 
in a great measure depends. Mr. Hoff, the 
city engineer of Reading, whose portrait the 
publishers present on the opposite page, is 
not only a conscientious servant of the pub- 
lic, but a skillful and efficient one as well, 
being a graduate from the best schools of 
engineering, and supplementing theoretical 
knowledge with several years' active prac- 



tice. He was born in Philadelphia March i, 
185 1, his parents being Henry L. and Eliza- 
beth (Siple) Hoff. 

About 1680 the ancestors of the Hoff fam- 
ily came from Germany to Philadelphia, 
where they settled, and where descendants 
of the family are still living. The grand- 
father, George Hoff, was born and reared in 
that city. He was one of the finest stone 
masons of his day, and many of the public 
buildings of the city bear witness to his su- 
perior workmanship. The Eastern Peniten- 
tiary and a number of other buildings of 
public character were erected under his su- 
pervision. 

Henry L. Hoff was also born in Philadel- 
phia June 20, 1 82 1, and learned the trade of 
a machinist with I. P. Morris of that city. 
He was at the head of the firm of Hoff, Fon- 
taine & Abbott, general machinists and build- 
ers of engines, boilers, etc. He remained at 
the head of that establishment until 1895, 
when he engaged in a general commission 
business. He was a Democrat, and for a 
number of years held the office of controller 
of schools from the Fifth Ward in Phila- 
delphia. He was a strong and cons'stent 
member of the Episcopal Church, serving as 
vestryman for a number of years. He was 
united in marriage with Elizabeth Siple, who 
was born September 21, 1827, in Lancaster 
County, this state, but the greater part of 
whose life has been spent in Philadelphia. 
Three of the children born to them are still 
living, four sons and three daughters having 
died in childhood. Of those living, Samuel 
S. is the subject of this sketch ; Elizabeth is 
the wife of Charles E. Small of Philadelphia ; 
and Mary, who is also a resident of that city. 

Samuel S. Hoff was educated in the public 
schools of Philadelphia, and left, the high 
school to attend the Polytechnic College, 
from which he was graduated in June, 1869, 
as civil engineer, and took the master's de- 
gree in June, 1872. In April, 1870, he ac- 
cepted a position as civil engineer with the 
Pennsylvania R. R., with headquarters at 
Hollidaysburg, where he was engaged upon 
construction. He was employed b)' this 
company on construction work in different 
localities for about seven years, when he 
went to South America with the ** Collins 
Expedition." The object of this expedition 
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was to construct a railway that would con- 
nect the head waters of the Madeira River 
in Brazil with the Mamore River in Bolivia. 
This road was called the Madeira and Ma- 
mosa R. R., and a year was spent in its con- 
struction. In 1878 he returned to the United 
States and again entered the employ of the 
Pennsylvania R. R. to attend to its construc- 
tion. His headquarters this time were at 
Connellsville and Altoona. He remained 
with the company until 1880, when he went 
to Manzanillo, Mexico, the western terminus 
of the Mexican National Railway Co., by 
whom he was employed. He remained one 
year, when he returned and once more en- 
tered the employ of the Pennsylvania R. R., 
doing construction work at Nanticoke, Pa. 
In January, 1883, he removed to Reading 
and accepted a position with the Reading 
Iron Co., having charge of the manufactur- 
ing department of the wrought lopweld pipe, 
continuing in that capacity until March, 1889. 
The following month he was elected to the 
office of city engineer of Reading, and held 
the position until 1894. At the expiration ot 
his term of office he worked at his profession 
in a private capacity until 1897, when he was 
re-elected to the position of city engineer, 
which he still holds. All the modern public 
improvements made in that line in the city, 
with two minor exceptions, were constructed 
under his supervision. This work includes 
the installment of house sewers, sewage puri- 
fication and disposal, modern street paving, 
construction of garbage plant, and otner im 
provements. He is also connected with the 
board of public works, and is chief commis- 
sioner of highways and sewers. The work 
done by him on the railroads, as well as in 
the city, has been most important and partic- 
ular work, intricate and difficult. He is a 
man who thoroughly understands his busi- 
ness, and, from his masterly way of accom- 
plishing his work, leaves no doubt in the 
minds of those educated to engineering pur- 
suits that ** he is the right man in the right 
place." 

Samuel S. Hoff was united in marriage 
with Florence A. Gruver. daughter of John 
A. Gruver, deceased, of Luzerne County. 
Their marriage was solemnized October 19, 
1882, and has resulted in the birth of four 
sons, — John H., born February 7, 1885; Rob- 



ert G., born December 19, 1886, and died the 
following April ; Ralph F., born October 7, 
1888; and Samuel G., born November 9, 1890. 
Mr. Hoff has always been identified with the 
interests of the Democratic party, and has 
worked in a quiet way for its success. He 
is industrious and energetic, and deserves 
the confidence and esteem reposed in him. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hoff are members ot St. Bar- 
nabas Episcopal Church of Reading, Pa. 



ESSE MATZ, a retired farmer of 
Cumru township, now a resident of 
Shillington, this county, who was em- 
inently successful in the prosecution 
of his vocation, was born in Cumru township, 
December 14, 1819, and is a son of John and 
Elizabeth (Schoup) Matz. 

Lawrence Matz, the grandfather of our 
subject, the founder of the Matz family in 
this county, was one of the early pioneer 
settlers of Cumru township. He owned a 
large tract of land, and was engaged in farm- 
ing throughout his entire life. John Matz, 
the father of our subject, was born on the 
old Matz homestead, and resided there all his 
life, pursuing the calling of a farmer. He 
was married to Elizabeth Schoup, also a 
native of Cumru township, and to this union 
seven children were born, namely: Daniel, 
deceased ; Hannah, the wife of Joseph Grill ; 
Elizabeth, deceased, was the wife of Henry 
Rollman, who is also deceased ; Catherine, 
who passed from this life December 14, 1897, 
was married to John Kurtz; Jesse, our sub- 
ject ; Sarah was united in wedlock to Adam 
Gaul, both of whom are now deceased ; and 
Abram, deceased. Mr. Matz died in April, 
1870, and his wife passed away in May, 1849. 
Jesse Matz received his elementary train- 
ing in the common schools of Cumru town- 
ship, and after his marriage, which occurred 
in 1852, he took charge of the old homestead, 
which he farmed some eighteen years, when he 
purchased another farm in Cumru township, 
which he operated for guite a while. In 1883 
our subject moved to Shillington, where he 
purchased a handsome dwelling on Lancaster 
avenue, and has lived in retirement ever 
since. He now owns three farms in the town- 
ship, comprising 200 acres in all. Mr. Matz 



Digitized by 



Google 



BERKS COUNTY 



229 



is one of the oldest and most highly respected 
citizens in Cumru township, andis well-known 
and honored throughout Berks County. 

Mr. Matz, on January 25, 1852, was wedded 
to Susanna Yost, a daughter of Nicholas and 
Susanna (Seidel) Yost, both of whom are 
now deceased. After nearly forty-three years 
of happy married life, our subject mourned 
the loss of his beloved companion, who passed 
from earth November 7, 1894, leaving two 
children, Franklin P. and John Y. Franklin 
P.. Matz was born October 21, 1856. and is 
now a professor in Irving College, Mechan- 
icsburg, Pa.; March 29, 1884, "^ married 
Ellen Helman of Allentown, Pa., and two 
children have been reared by them, namely: 
Urania, born April 29, 1885, is a student in- 
music; and Grace, born March 29, 1891, who 
attends school. John Y. Matz was born July 
22, 1866, and now resides at home. He is a 
traveling salesman for Reed & Co. of Phila- 
delphia. Our subject has always voted the 
Democratic ticket, has served three years on 
the school board, and has held other minor 
township offices. He is a member and elder 
of the Reformed Church, and his son, John 
Y. Matz, is a member and deacon of the same 
church. 



,PRANKLIN R. WARNER, the pro- 
prietor of a large planing mill, and a 
valued citizen of the village of Mohns- 
ville, Berks County, Pa., was born in Cumru 
township, this county, July 15, 1852, and is a 
son of Levi and Mary (Reicht) Warner. 

Joseph Warner, tfie great-grandfather of 
our subject, was born in England November 
29, 1745, and was a resident of Gloucester- 
shire, where he owned a large estate. He 
came to America in 1768, and on March 1, 
1774, he was united in marriage with Barbara 
Grove, the Rev. David Fober officiating. 
She was born in Montgomery County, Pa., 
November i, 1743. Five children resulted 
from this union, namely : Mary ; John ; 
Elizabeth; Joseph; and Jacob. Joseph 
Warner, the grandfather of our subject,''was 
born in Cumru township, this county, Janu- 
ary 27, 1784, and remained there all his life, 
engaged in weaving cloth and farming. He 



was wedded to Susan Wilt, and they reared 
a family of children, one of whom was Levi, 
the father of our subject, who was born 
December 24, 1818. He was a gunsmith 
during the early part of his life, but followed 
farming in Cumru and in Birdsboro, and 
later in Bern township, this county ; he then 
returned to Cumru township, where he ac- 
cepted the office of supervisor, He was 
married to Mary Reicht, who was born in 
Cumru township, this county, in September, 
1818, and they were the parents of six chil- 
dren, namely : Sarah, born September 10, 
1844, is the wife of Henry Myers of Birds- 
boro, Pa.; Catherine, born September 2, 1845, 
was married to David Schlichter; Mary, 
born in 1848, died aged twenty-seven years, — 
she was wedded to Samuel Fiterling ; Aaron, 
born in October, 1854, is a hat manufacturer, 
and was married to Annie Spatz ; Rebecca, 
born in 1859, ^s the wife of Jonn Marks; and 
Franklin R., the subject of this sketch. Mr. 
Warner died January 22, 1891 ; our subject's 
mother passed from this life in February, 1878. 

Franklin R. Warner is mainly self-edu- 
cated, having attended the common schools 
but a short time ; his early days were spent 
working on his father's farm, and at the age 
of twenty-five years he began learning the 
hat making trade, which he continued a 
short time, when he ran the engine at the J. 
K. Ruth Hat Co. plant at Mohnsville. One 
year later he went to Reading, where he re- 
mained but four months, when he returned 
to his former position as engineer of the hat 
works at Mohnsville. After our subject's 
marriage he became a resident of Reading, 
where he followed carpentering and building 
one year ; returning to Mohnsville, he erect 
ed his present planing mill, and started the 
manufacture of hats and tobacco boxes, con- 
tinuing that business seven years, when he 
sold his box machines to E. G. Werner. Our 
subject again started a planing mill and the 
manufacture of boxes ; he also makes build- 
ing material, and has furnished most of the 
material for all the houses erected in Mohns- 
ville and for the Evangelical Church. He 
employs a force of five hands. He also owns 
a large and well improved farm. 

Mr. Warner is a strong Democrat. Relig- 
iously, he is a member, trustee and steward 
of tfie Evangelical Church. November 9, 
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1878, our subject was married to Agnes H. 
Marks, a daughter of Richard and Catherine 
Marks, and three children blessed their 
home : Mary died, aged eight months ; 
Tyson ; and Milton. 



G)^tLRICH J. MILLER, a prominent 
/]\ boot, shoe, hat and cap merchant of 
f ( ^ Kutztown, and a large land owner, 

^'^' ^ was born December 16, 1862, in 
the village of his present residence. He is a 
son of Ulrich and Cresance (Stempfle) Miller, 
and grandson of John Miller. 

John Miller, the grandfather of our subject, 
was born in Krumbach, Kingdom of Bavaria, 
Germany, where he worked as a seamster; 
he also engaged in farming to some extent. 
Among his children was Ulrich, the father of 
our subject, who was born in Krumbach, 
Kingdom of Bavaria, Germany. He was 
engaged in mercantile business until 1^54, 
when he emigrated to America and settled in 
Philadelphia. After working in that city for 
about one year, he came to Berks County 
and located in Kutztown, where he spent the 
rest of his active days. He first engaged as 
a hostler, and a few years later he purchased 
a hotel, known as the Washington Hotel, and 
carried on that business the remainder of his 
life. Upon taking possession of the property 
he enlarged and remodeled the building, and 
made of it a first class hotel ; he was very 
successful and gained the reputation of being 
one of the most hospitable landlords in his 
section of the county. He passed from this 
life at the age of sixty-five years. He was a 
stanch Democrat, and served as judge of 
elections, and in the town council. He chose 
for his life companion Cresance Stempfle. 
She was born in Ichenhausen, Kingdom of 
Bavaria, Germany, August 30, 1830, and is a 
daughter of Joseph and Victoria (Walter) 
Stempfle, and granddaughter of Joseph 
Stempfle, Sr., who was married three times, 
and was the progenitor of forty-two children, 
the most of whom grew to maturity. Joseph 
Stempfle. Jr., was a dyer by trade and spent 
his entire life in Ichenhausen, Germany. He 
was the father of the following children: 
Anna, Victoria, Josephine, Hannah, Rosa, 



Catherine, and Joseph. The mother of our 
subject came to this country in 1856, and was 
soon afterwards married to Mr. Miller, and 
they reared a family of five children, namely : 
Mary ; Pauline ; Ulrich J., the subject of this 
sketch ; Idna is the wife of Joseph Ruf of 
Philadelphia, and the mother of four chil- 
dren, — Edna, Joseph, John, and Leonard : and 
Josephine, who died aged two years. The 
mother of our subject has bought the old 
Franklin Academy on Walnut Street, and has 
remodeled the same into a handsonie resi- 
dence. 

Ulrich J. Miller first attended the primary 
schools of Kutztown, and later attended the 
Keystone State Normal ^school of Kutztown. 
He then assisted his father until the latter*s 
death, and then took possession of the Wash- 
ington Hotel, which Ae conducted from 1884 
until 1893. He then leased the property, 
and, purchasing the entire stock of George 
Heffner, dealer in merchandise, he engaged 
in business, continuing to the present date, 
and has one of the most flourishing patron- 
ages in the village of Kutztown. Our sub- 
ject, also owns a large tenement house and 
two lots on White Oak street. 

Mr. Miller has served thirteen years as a 
trustee of the Keystone State Normal School, 
and has been a member of the borough 
council. He is a member and past master of 
the F. & A. M. Lodge No. 377; and the 
Knights ot the Golden Eagle. He formed a 
matrimonial alliance with Lizzie Humbert, a 
daughter of John Humbert, and a family of 
two children has blessed their home as fol- 
lows: Carl H., born October 5, 1892, and 
John U., born November 15, 1894. Mr. Mil- 
ler is one of the hustling business men of 
Kutztown, and is held in high esteem by his 
fellow-citizens, who know him to be honest 
and straightforward in all his business trans- 
actions. In religious belief he and his wife 
are members of the Lutheran Church. 




DWARD C. KIRSCHMAN, the genial 
alderman of the Ninth Ward of Reading, 
is a son of Henry F. and Freder- 
icka Mary (Ream) Kirschman. He made his 
first appearance on this mundane sphere, 
March 4, 1861, in the Ninth Ward of the city 
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of Reading, where he continues to live. His 
grandfather Kirschman was a native of Wur- 
temberg, Germany, where he died at the a^e 
of eighty-four years, a remarkably well- 
preserved old gentleman. He had a family 
of ten children, seven of them boys, as fol- 
lows: Andrew, George, Christian, Michael, 
Paul, John, and Henry F. Four of these sons. 
Christian, Paul, John, and Henry F., came to 
America, and have since died. 

Henry F. Kirschman was born in 1832, and 
came to this country about 1850. He at once 
located in Reading, where he found employ- 
ment on the Philadelphia & Reading R. K., 
and was a foreman for that companj for 
thirty years. He was a Democrat m his 

f)olitical affiliations, but was never an aspirant 
or office. He was united in marriage with 
Fredericka Mary Ream, and nine children 
were born to them, eight sons and one 
daughter. Three of these children died 

¥3ung; of the remaining six, William is in 
exas; Edward C. is our subject; Henry C. 
of Reading ; Charles, deceased ; George of 
Reading ; and Samuel, a machinist. 

Edward C. Kirschman attended the public 
schools of Reading, and then entered St. 
John's Parochial School, where he received 
his instruction in German, learning to read 
and write that language. His parents were 
worthy but poor people, and it was left 
solely with him whether he would succeed 
or not. At the age of thirteen, when most 
boys are thinking of marbles and ball, our 
subject quit school and began work in a 
brickyard in the city. There he worked two 
seasons, and then entered the Philadelphia & 
Reading R. R. car shops, with the view of 
learning the trade of an upholsterer. As the 
place did not prove to be what he anticipated, 
he left and went to work for the Mellert 
Foundry Co.. intending to learn the foundry 
business, but he found nothing congenial in 
this occupation, and soon turned his attention 
to the mercantile business, traveling over 
several adjoining counties. At the age of 
sixteen he learned to manufacture brooms, 
and engaged in this work for twenty years, 
until the last week of December, 1896. Dur- 
ing this time he had built up the largest trade 
in that article in the city, and was the leading 
manufacturer. 

Mr. Kirschman was married May 5, 1890, 



to Lizzie Nitchman, and has one child, Harry, 
born March 17, 1891. He has always been a 
Democrat, and an active worker in the party. 
In 1890 he was elected to the office of alder- 
man from the Ninth Ward, and at the expira- 
tion of his term was re-elected, receiving at 
both elections a handsome majority. He is a 
capable official, and has served the city faith- 
fully and well. He had a hard struggle with 
poverty in his boyhood, and his sympathies 
are always with those who have to struggle 
with their hands rather than their brains. 
He is a well-known person in the city, and 
everybody is his friend. 




ROF. EDWARD A, BERG, whose 
portrait is shown on the opposite 
page, is one of the most prominent 
musical instructors in Berks County, 
and one of the leading citizens of the city of 
Reading; he is a son of Daniel and Anna 
Marie (Rodemich) Berg, and was born in 
Pittsburg, Pa.. May 3, 1846. 

The family is*of German origin. His fath- 
er was born in Oberamstadt, Hessen, Ger- 
many, and his mother in the village of Hahn, 
Germany ; their union occurred June 15, 
1834. Daniel Berg was a son of John Valen- 
tine and Anna Margaret (Grohin) Berg, and 
was reared in his native country until he was 
about twenty-one years of age, when, having 
learned the trade of a miller, he came to 
America in 1834, shortly after his marriage. 
With his wife he landed in Baltimore, Md., 
whence he removed to Chambersburg, Pa., 
where he followed his trade for some time, 
but later worked in an ax factory. Prior to 
1840 he moved to Pittsburg, where he con- 
ducted a hardware store and resided until 
the spring of 1864, when he came to Reading 
and built a sheet mill, which was conducted 
under the firm name of Lauth, Berg & Co. 
He later sold out to the Reading Iron Co. 
and returned to Pittsburg, where his death 
occurred in 1877. Politically, he was a stanch 
Democrat, and served as postmaster of the 
South-Side of Pittsburg. After returning to 
Pittsburg he was elected alderman, and held 
that office until his demise, although his 
ward had always formerly been Republican 
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in its political complexion. In religious at- 
tachments he was a member of the Lutheran 
Church, in which he was an active worker. 
He was the father of six daughters and three 
sons, five of whom are at present living, 
namely: Elizabeth, the relict of John r. 
Beech, formerly cashier of the First National 
Bank of Birmingham, Pa.; Mary, the wife of 
August Blockinger; Mrs. B.C. Lauth ; Dan- 
iel P., cashier of the Manufacturers' Bank of 
the South-Side of Pittsburg; and Edward A., 
the subject of this personal history. 

Prof. Edward A. Berg, who was the fifth 
child born to his parents, at an early age 
gave evidence of superior musical talents. 
Upon leaving school at the age of fourteen 
years, his father determined to send him to 
Germany, where he might receive the bene- 
fit of a thorough education under the masters 
of that country. He studied in the conserv- 
atories at Darmstadt and Leipsic, and upon 
returning to this country came tO Reading 
in February, 1864, and began teaching music. 
He met with much success and gave entire 
satisfaction, and as a result he has continued 
to make Reading his home. He was the con- 
ductor of music for the wSesqui-Centennial 
Celebration, and was the organizer of the 
Reading Chorus, which won tne prize at the 
Eisteddfod at Allentown in 1897, and carried 
away many other prizes, amounting, in the 
aggregate, to $700.00. out of $1,000.00 of- 
fered, which is an enviable record, and speaks 
well for Mr. Berg's instruction and methods 
of teaching. He is one of the leading teach- 
ers of the state, and in 1892 was president of 
the Pennsylvania State Music Teachers' As- 
sociation, and is vice-president from Pennsyl- 
vania of the National Music Teachers' Asso- 
ciation, in which each state has a vice-presi- 
dent. He has also been organist in different 
churches in the city for the past thirty-one 
years, but is a faithful member of the Luther- 
an Church. 

August 22, 1865, Prof. Berg was united in 
matrimonial bonds with Sarah A. Brobst, 
and two sons have blessed their union : Ed- 
ward C, born December 22, 1866, was called 
to his eternal resting place in 1897 ; and Dan- 
iel E., born March 12, 1868, who is living in 
Reading and is a stock broker hy vocation, — 
he was married to Jessie M. Grimly of Phila- 
delphia. 




AVID C. BOYER, alderman of the 
Thirteenth Ward of the city of 
Reading, is a man who has passed 
through many of the vicissitudes 
and has risen superior to circum- 
stances, being at the present time among the 
most respected and esteemed of Reading's 
citizens. He is a son of Henry C. and Mar- 
garet (Riehl) Boyer, and was born May 14, 
1846, in what is now Snyder, but was then 
Union County, this state. The grandfather, 
Christian Bover, was one of the early settlers 
in the part 01 the state now known as Snyder 
County, and after serving in the Revolution 
died there November 18, 1839. 

Among the children born to him was Henry 
C. Boyer, the father of our subject, who was 
born in Washington township, Snyder Count)-, 
April 10, 1818. He was a great lover of 
nature, and an admirer of the beautiful. He 
was kind hearted and generous to a fault, 
and universall)- liked. He was a devout 
Lutheran, and an untiring worker in the 
church, being confirmed by Rev. Father 
Elenmyer, March 21, i860. He was married 
to Margaret Riehl, March 21, 1843, and to 
them were born six children, two sons and 
four daughters, all living except one daughter. 
These children are as follows: Ellen is the 
wife of Jacob Moyer of Colorado ; David C; 
Lydia is the wife ot William Spoward of 
Youngstown, Ohio, Esther is the wife of 
John Hendrickson of Philadelphia; William 
L. served in the U. S. Regular Army for a 
time, and at this writing his residence is 
unknown ; and one daughter, who died in in- 
fancy. Mr. Boyer passed to life eternal 
January 13,1878. Mrs. Boyer is still living. 
Her father was William Riehl, who carried 
on a mill at Rehrersburg, this county, at 
which place he was born, and also breathed 
his last. 

David C. Boyer attended the free schools 
of his township when a lad, but had to assist 
his father in supporting the family, as they 
were in poor circumstances. He secured the 
position of janitor in the Freeburg Academy 
to pay his tuition in that institution. At the 
age of thirteen he was bound out to a farmer, 
with the understanding that he was to be 
permitted to attend the schools for a period 
during the winter. He was to receive as 
compensation for his labor three bushels of 
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wheat a month. This arrangement lasted 
two years. He then worked upon a farm for 
two )rears longer, receiving $6.00 a month 
for his wages. Becoming dissatisfied with 
this arrangement he ran away from home and 
enlisted in the Union Army in 1863, entering 
Co. F. 184th Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf. for three 
years, and served as corporal. He continued 
with his regiment until June 3, 1864, when 
he received two gunshot wounds at the battle 
of Cold Harbor. He was taken to the hos- 
pital at York, Pa., where he remained nine 
months, until his wounds were healed. He 
was even then in no condition to enter his 
regiment at the front, but was put in a Vet- 
eran Reserve Corps, and served as a member 
of such organization until the close of the 
war, doing garrison duty. After the war^he 
returned home and remained about a year, 
when he went to Akron, Ohio, and worked 
in a hardware store for a year, and then 
entered the Buckeye Mower & Reaper 
Works. From there he went to La Porte, 
Ind , and took a position on the Lake Shore 
R. R., as fireman, for over two years. He 
then came back to Pennsylvania and made 
his home with his parents, while he traveled 
over the state as a tobacco salesman. Not lik- 
ing this employment, he went to Duncannon 
and worked as helper in the Duncannon Roll- 
ing Mills until he obtained a position on the 
P. & R. R. R., at Harrisburg. He kept a 
restaurant in that city for two years, and then 
came to Berks County, locating in Tulpe- 
hocken township in 1879. The following 
year he was appointed postmaster of Mt. Etna, 
"and held the office until 1885, when he moved 
to Reading and became a pension attorney, 
in which business he is still engaged. In 
1890 he was census enumerator for the Thir- 
teenth Ward of the city. 

Mr. Boyer was married to Rebecca J. 
Sheetz. daughter oi George and Sarah Sheetz, 
of Duncannon, Perry County., Pa. Their 
family consists of three children : Harry S., 
deceased; Sadie E.; and Howard K. Mr. Boy- 
er is a Republican, and in 1891 was a candi- 
date for the select council, making a good run. 
In 1892 he was appointed by Gov. Pattjson to 
fill the vacancy caused by the death of Peter 
T. Phillippi, alderman, and at the next elec- 
tion was voted into the office for a term of five 
years. In a ward that was strongly Demo- 



cratic he received a majority of 137, and in 
1897 he was re-elected by a majority of 199. 
His official life has been unsullied, and meets 
with hearty endorsement from members of 
both parties. He is a member of McLean 
Post, G. A. R., and an active figure around 
the camp fires. He is a kindly, pleasant man, 
a good neighbor, and an honprable, upright 
citizen. 



If; 



ILLIAM BEHM, proprietor of the 
Mineral Springs Hotel, which is 
one of the most popular resorts 
situated near the cit}' of Readmg, is a man 
noted in Berks County for his excellent 
traits of character, and is held in high 
esteem by his many acquaintances. He was 
born in District township, Berks County, 
Pa., February 29, 1820, ana is a son of Abra- 
ham and Mary (BrensingerJ Behm. 

The father and mother of our subject, both 

natives of Berks County, came to Reading 

in 1833, ^"d conducted a hotel, meeting with 

more than ordinary success. Abraham 

Behm was a stanch Democrat in his political 

views, took an active part in local politics, 

and served his fellow-citizens as justice of 

the peace and as supervisor while living in 

District township. He was the father of 

four sons, who were named as follows : 

Daniel, Thomas, Marcus and William, who is 

the only son that is living, the others having 

passed awa}^ before attaining manhood. 

William Behm received his intellectual 

j training in the public schools of Reading, 

I and when he grew to manhood he embarked 

in the hotel business and made that his sole 

' occupation throughout his life. In 1850 he 

! conducted the old Eagle Hotel in Reading : in 

I about 1852 or '53, in partnership with Benja- 

man Tyson, he operated a livery and did a 

large and successful business. They also ran 

I three stages, which drove between Harris- 

I burg, Lancaster and Easton ; they also had 

i hacks which met the going and coming trains. 

The stage business was discontinued when 

the railroads were built between these towns, 

^nd our subject again engaged in the hotel 



business. His hotel was first located on 
; Penn street. In 1864 he had charge of the 
I Mansion House; in 1869 he conducted the 
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hotel on Sixth and Court streets; in 1871 he 
became proprietor of the American Hotel ; 
in 1874 he opened the Bigley House, and 
later the Flying Hill Hotel in Cumru town- 
ship, Berks County, was opened by our sub- 
ject. It was a landing place for the boat on 
the canal, and he conducted that hotel until 
1886, when he took charge of his present 
hotel, which is the Mineral Springs Hotel. 
It is a very popular summer resort for trav- 
elers, and is surrounded by a beautiful park, 
with splendid groves of trees and a dimpled 
little lake. 

Mr. Behm is an unwavering Democrat, 
and although he takes an active interest in 
politics, he has never sought office. He was 
twice united in marriage, his first wife being 
Joanna Graul,and to this union the following 
children were born : Emma, widow of the 
late Harry Weaver; Rosa, widow of Thomas 
Luther 01 Reading, who was a clerk in the 
First National Bank of Reading ; Daniel and 
Charles are both residents of Reading ; and 
Harry, deceased. His second marriage was 
with Ellen Tolroth, and two children blessed 
this union, namely : Bessie and Frederick. 
Our subject is a man of excellent judgment; 
his unswerving integrity in business transac- 
tions and his generous liberality cannot help 
but win for him the confidence and highest 
praise of his fellow-citizens. He has taken 
a leading part in the material development 
of his township and county, and is still first 
and foremost in all the good works. 



KRANK S. MERTZ. As a splendid ex- 
ample of what may be accomplished 
by an energetic, determined, econom- 
ical man, we point to the subject of this 
notice, who is a large land owner, successful 
farmer and stock raiser, and respected citizen 
of Berks County, residing in Richmond town- 
ship, one and one-half miles from the village 
of Fleetwood. He was born in Muhlenberg 
township November 6, 1854, and is a son of 
John H. and Sarah (Sailer) Mertz. 

John H. Mertz was born in Oley township, 
and his father, Abraham Mertz,' moved to 
Maiden Creek township from Oley township, 
and there engaged in farming until his deatn. 
Our subject's father resided m Maiden Creek 



township a short time, and then went to Rich- 
mond township, and thence to Maxatawny 
township, where he operated a farm until death 
claimed him, which was in 1865. He married 
Sarah Sailer, a native of Muhlenberg town- 
ship, and they reared five children, namely : 
John S., who married Lydia Keiffer, is a 
farmer residing near the town of Lyons, this 
county; Frank S., the subject of this sketch; 
Ellen, the wife of Owen KoUer, a resident of 
Richmond township; Sarah married Philip 
R. Hoch. a farmer of Maiden Creek town- 
ship; and one that died in infancy. The 
mother of our subject died in 1890. Mr. 
Mertz married for his first wife Anna Warner 
of Kutztown, and they reared three children, 
Annie and William, both deceased, and Joel, 
a resident of Richmond township. 

Frank S. Mertz received his intellectual 
education in the common schools of his native 
town, and when he grew to manhood he took 
possession of the old homestead in Lyons, 
where he engaged in farming until 1881, and 
then came to his present farm in Richmond 
township. This farm consists of 128 acres of 
rich and highly cultivated land ; it is well 
stocked with cattle — stock raising being his 
main occupation. In political views our sub- 
ject is an adherent of Democratic principles, 
and has served on the school board, and is now 
serving his second term as township auditor. 
He is a member of the Reformed Church, 
and has been deacon and a trustee for many 
years. June 12, 1880, he was married to Saran 
Kutz, who was born November 4, 1855, and 
is a daughter of Nathan and Judith (Mertz) 
Kutz. Three children was the result of this 
union, as follows: Hettie, Clayton, and 
Neda, deceased. Mrs. Mertz died December 
13, 1892. Our subject stands high in the esti- 
mation of everyone who knows him as a 
prosperous farmer, a good citizen and an 
excellent neighbor. 



MOS GABLE. A gentleman, who 
by indomitable energy in the culti- 
vation of an innate talent has 
achieved a high standing as an art- 
ist, is the one whose name heads tnis sketch. 
After much importuning we were enabled 
to get the following few meager facts con- 
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earning his career; He was born February 
2, 1840, in the city of Reading, and is a son 
of Joseph and Wilhelmina (Porr) Gable. 

His ancestors are of good old Berks 
County stock. His father was born in this 
county in 1805, and died in the city of Read- 
ing in 1868. He was a man whose mind 
turned naturally to mechanical pursuits, 
along which lines he showed more than 
ordinary genius, and was the inventor of a 
number of mechanical appliances. His career 
in Reading as a skilled curb setter and paver 
will be remembered. Although not an active 
politician, he was a man who took an intelli- 
gent part in the cause of good government. 
He was a strong opponent of the institution 
of slavery, and, when the crisis of the Civil 
War was upon us, volunteered his services 
for the defence of the flag and the perpetuity 
of the Nation. He enlisted in Co. E, 195th 
Re^., Pa. Vol. Inf.. and served one year, or 
until the end of the war. His marriage re- 
sulted in the birth of the following twelve 
children : Elizabeth, who is yet living and 
has been twice married, — her first union was 
with George Kershner and the second with 
Elhanan Speicher ; William, deceased, who 
entered the war with his father in Co. E, 
iQSth Reg., Pa. Vol. Inf., and served until 
its close; Amos, the subject of this record ; 
Joseph, deceased, served for nine months in 
the 128th Reg., Pa. Vol. Inf.; Emma, de- 
ceased, was the wife of Louis Schabner ; 
Frank, who enlisted in the 128th Reg., Pa. 
Vol. Inf:, in the Civil War, and after serving 
his time, re-enlisted in DurrelTs Battery, with 
which he remained until the close of the 
war, — he is a resident of Reading and a 

f)aver by occupation ; Louis, deceased, en- 
isted in the 128th Reg., Pa. Vol. Inf., and as 
the result of a wound received in the battle 
of Antietam, received his discharge soon 
after; Susan, who was the wife of Joel Ang- 
stadt, died in 1898, at the age of sixty-three 
years, as a result of injuries sustained by a 
fall ; James, who is a cigar manufacturer in 
the city of Philadelphia ; and Charles, a 
barber of Philadelphia. The others died in 
infancy. 

Amos Gable, when a boy, attended the 
public schools of Reading, and instead of his 
brain worrying over the knotty questions of 
mensuration and trigonometry, it dwelt upon 



' chalk and drawing, showing at that early 
I age those faculties in an embryo state, whicn 
1 have since brought to its possessor both fame 
and fortune. At the age of twelve years he 
I went to Philadelphia, where he was appren- 
■ ticed to the barber*s trade, after which he fol- 
lowed it in that city for six years. He then 
came to Reading and pursuea the same voca- 
tion for six years. During all of these years 
his heart yearned for an opportunity to cul- 
tivate his artistic tastes, and he spent his 
leisure moments in sketching and drawing, 
in the meantime taking lessons under the 
artist, F. D. Devlin. Later he went to Eu- 
rope and studied the masterpieces in the 
celebrated galleries of Dresden. Munich, 
Dusseldorf, and other places of prominence. 
Returning to his native country, he resolved 
to make art his life work. In this commend- 
able resolve he was urged on by the precept 
and example of an aunt, an artist of much 
talent, Mary Jane Porr of Germany. At 
first he did some fine work in still life and 
landscape painting, but finally determined to 
devote his time to portrait work, in which 
branch he has achieved an enviable reputa- 
tion, that is not confined to the limits of his 
own city or state, but one that brings him 
patronage from many of the states of the 
Union, as far west as California, as far south 
as Alabama, while many of his patrons come 
from the New England States. That biblical 
expression, that a prophet is without honor 
in his own country, finds a strong refutation 
in the career of Mr. Gable, for although his 
patrona^^e is large in other states and cities, 
his merit receives a just recognition in his 
own city and among those most intimately 
acquainted with Reading. Among our self- 
made artists of America, we believe there 
are none who surpass Mr. Gable in true ex- 
pression, life-like tone in portraiture work, 
and in the presentation of facial features. 
He is a very busy man, being far behind in 
his orders. Among his most noted works 
may be mentioned a life-size portrait of Mr. 
Thomas Beaver, which adorns the wall of 
the public library, founded by that gentleman 
in Danville, Pa. This splendid masterpiece 
' is much admired by all who see it. At the 
present time he has in process of execution a 
magnificent piece of work for John H. 
Noble, a capitalist of Anniston, Alabama, 
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who has placed orders in Mr. Gable's hands, 
whose aggregate cost will be several thou- 
sand dollars. 

Mr. Gable has been twice married ; his 
first nnarital union was with Ellen Louisa 
Hotem, which resulted in the birth of six 
children, namely: Rosa J.; George; Ellen, 
the wife of John Ganzle, a manufacturer of 
Reading; Amos, deceased; Lily Jane, de- 
ceased ; and Luther E. His second matri- 
monial alliance was with Sarah J. Fleming, a 
woman of many excellent traits of character. 
Fraternally, no less than as an artist and citi- 
zen, Mr. Gable stands high. He is a mem- 
ber of the following orders : Lodge No. 62, 
F. & A. M.; Reading Chapter, No. 152, R. 
A. M.; De Molay Commandery, No. 9, 
Knights Templar; Rajah Temple, No. 50, A. 
A. O. N. M. b.; Reading Lodge, No. 348, I. 
O. O. F.; Reading Encampment, No. 43 ; and 
Mt. Penn Lodge, No. 65, Knights of Pythias. 




^^ MONROE KRICK, a member of 
x)) the select council of the city of 
Reading from the Fifteenth Vv ard, 
and one of the leaders of the I>em- 
ocratic party in the city, was born in the 
Sixth Ward, January 19, 1866. He was for 
many years a resident of the Sixth Ward, 
but when that ward was divided, and the 
Fifteenth Ward made from part of it, our 
subject became a voter of the latter ward, 
where he has resided to the present date. P. 
Monroe Krick received his intellectual train- 
ing in the public schools of the Sixth Ward, 
and at the age of fifteen he decided to learn 
the trade of a tanner. He accordingly en- 
tered the employ of Winter & Goetz, who 
owned and operated a large tannery in Read- 
ing. After working for the above firm for 
eighteen months, he engaged to work in J. 
H. Stern bergh*s Nut & Bolt Works, and re- 
mained at that employment two years. Be- 
ing dissatisfied with his work, he learned the 
trade of a bricklayer, and worked for the 
Borkert Bros, lor a short time. His next 
position was with his father, under whom he 
remained until April 10, 1893, when he came 
to his present location on the corner of 
Schuylkill avenue and Olcj street. He built 
the present building, which is a large sub- 



stantial brick block, and has remained in this 
location ever since. 

In politics, Mr. Krick is proud to class 
himself as one of the solid Democracy, and 
votes conscientiously with the party as oj>- 
portunity affords. He has represented his 

Eeople in many unpaid public and private 
ibors, and has always labored zealously in 
behalf of his chosen party. He is well adapt- 
ed for political office, and the people appre- 
ciated the fact by electing him as inspector in 
the third precinct of the Sixth Wara for six 
years, and in 1896 he was elected to the select 
council of Reading, the duties of which of- 
fice have been faithfully and honestly dis- 
charged. He has also represented his party 
in city and county conventions. In social 
circles, he is a member of the Oley Lodee, 
No. 218, L O. O. F.; Washington Camp, No. 
89, P. O. S. of A.; Resolute Council, No. 27, 
Jr. O. U. A. M.; the Schuylkill Fire Co.; In- 
dependent Gun Club; and is one of the old- 
est members of the Nursery Literary Socie- 
ty. He is a member of the Reformed Church 
of Reading. 

April 13, 1889, our subject was united in 
marriage to Lena Weand, a daughter of 
Samuel and Elizabeth Weand of Reading, 
both of whom are now deceased. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Krick were born two children, 
namely: Helen D., born December 3, 1890 : 
and Minnie, born August 23, 1892. Mr. 
Krick is an excellent type of the wide-awake 
business man ; is possessed of good judgment, 
keen foresight and enterprise, and 'is ever 
ready to assist in all matters that have for 
their object the advancement of the people 
and city of which he is so good a represent- 
ative. 






UGUSTUS SCHAEFFER. a well-to- 
lo farmer and stock raiser of this 
county and a self-made man in every 
respect the word implies, as well 
as a respected and honored citizen, is resid- 
ing in Richmond township, where he owns a 
food and productive farm. He was bom in 
leetwood June 27, 1844, and is a son of 
William and Anna (Stein) Schaeffer. 

William Schaefler was a native of Richmond 
township, and was a miller by trade, which 
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he followed in addition to farming on the 
farm adjoining the one owned by our sub- 

{ect. Later he moved to Fleetwood, where 
le resided until his death pccurred, which 
was in August, 1895. He was joined in wed- 
lock with Anna Stein, who bore him two 
children : Henry, deceased, and Augustus, 
the subject of this. personal history. Mrs. 
Schaefler has passed her sevent);-fifth birth- 
day, and is residing with our subject. 

Augustus Schaeffer was educated in the 
common schools of his native town, and 
when a young man accepted a position at 
Bower's Station as depot agent. Six months 
later he moved on the old homestead, where 
he engaged in general farming and stock 
raising. The farm consists oi 106 acres, and 
is in a fine state of cultivation ; he also owns a 
farm of 132 acres, which he rents. Mr. 
Schaeffer is considered one of the prominent 
farmers of Richmond township, and works 
toward the betterment of his community. 

Our subject was united in the bonds of 
matrimony May 20, 1866, with Amanda Lei- 
bensperger, a native of Richmond township 
and a daughter of Jacob and Annie (Merkel) 
Leibensperger. As a result of this union 
eleven children were reared. They are as 
follows: Amos, a civil engineer residing in 
New York City ; Jacob married Amanda 
Mertz, and is now living in Richmond town- 
ship ; Annie is the wife of Maurice Leinbach 
of Reading ; William married Annie Merkel, 
and resides in Maxatawny township; Hannah: 
Morris; Thomas; Nicholas; Sally; Andora, 
deceased ; and Ambrose, also deceased. Mr. 
Schaefler takes an active part in local poli- 
tics, supporting the Democratic party, and 
has been township auditor, and is now serv- 
ing his fourth year as school director. He is 
a member of the Reformed Church, and his 
wife is a member of Becker's Lutheran 
Church of Richmond township. 



(^>|-LBERT G. GREEN, whose portrait 

^L^ we take pleasure in presenting on the 

yjr\ opposite page, an old and highly 

"^ V*^ respected lawyer of the city of 

Reading, who for nearly half a century has 

been identified with the legal profession, 

practicing continuously in the city of his 

12 



birth, was born in Reading, Berks County, 
December 6, 1828, and is a son of John and 
Catherine H. (Bright) Green. 

Our subject traces his ancestry back to 
William Green, his great-grandfather, a resi- 
dent of the Quaker settlement at Cork, Ire- 
land. This ancestor came to America in 
1760, at the age of eighteen years ; eight years 
later, he is known to have located in Maxa- 
tawny township, Berks County, in the vicin- 
ity of the present borough of Kutztown. 
He was a merchant by vocation, and was en- 
gaged in business in Maxatawny township 
until 1777, when he moved to Maiden Creek 
township, and in 1779 removed to Reading, 
where he set up a store, and continued to 
follow merchandising on Penn Square until 
1806. His death occurred in 1828. Through- 
out his long life he led a consistent, Christian 
life, as an adherent of the Quaker faith. 

William Green, second of that name, the 
grandfather of Albert G., was born in Maiden 
Creek township, this county, in 1777, and 
was brought to Reading with the family 
when two years of age. There he was edu- 
cated and grew to manhood. In 1799 he 
went to Manheim township, then in Berks, 
but now included in Schuylkill County, 
where he very soon rose to prominence and 
became an important factor in making the 
political history of that section. He was a 
stanch and dyed-in-the-wool Jeffersonian 
Democrat. He held the office of justice of the 
peace for many years, and became the first 
sheriff of Schuylkill County after its erec- 
tion. When his term of office as sheriff 
had expired, he removed to Reading, wher« 
he for some years conducted an excellent 
hotel, and later engaged in mercantile pur- 
suits. His marriage with Elizabeth Shomo 
of Hamburg, Berks County, in 1799, resulted 
in the birth of ten children, as follows : 
John, the father of our subject, born in 1800, 
and died in 1875 ; Maria, born in 1802, mar- 
ried Henry Stichter, and died in 1846; 
Joseph, born in 1803, ^^^^ i" the prime of 
life, m 1837; Witman, born in 1805, ^^^^ ^^ 
1868; Charles, born in 1807, died in 1833; 
Sarah, born in 1809, ^^^^ i" 1864; Esther, 
born in 18 10, and died in 1846, was the wife 
of Philip Haffa ; William S., born in 1813, 
died in 1864: Daniel, born in 1815, departed 
this life in 1857; and Elizabeth, who was 
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born in 1817, and died in 1884, became the 
wife of John R. Deim of Pottsville, Schuyl- 
kill County, Pa. William Green married his 
second wife, Catherine Roehr of Harrisburg, 
in 1818; to them was ^iven one son, Uriah, 
who went to California in 1848, and since 
i860 was never heard from. 

John Green, the father of the subject of 
these lines, was born in Manheim township, 
now included in Schuylkill County, in the 
vicinity of Orwigsburg, where he was 
brought up and continued to live until 18 14, 
when he removed to Reading. In 18 16 he 
went to Philadelphia, and was engaged in a 
wholesale grocery store until 1824, when he 
returned to Reading, opened a store, and 
continued in mercantile pursuits until 1865, 
when he retired to enjoy the fruits of his suc- 
cessful career. He was a Democrat in his 
political affiliations, and as a man of promi- 
nence and ability held various offices in the 
early history of the county. Although a 
Democrat, he was appointed, in 1839, county 
recorder by Gov. Ritner, a Whig official; 
this appointment was without doubt made 
through the influence of Mr. Green's father- 
in-law, David Bright, a very prominent and 
influential Whig of Berks County and the 
city of Reading. In 1842, Mr. Green was 
the regular nominee of his party for the 
county office of register, and, being elected, 
served a full term of three years, with credit 
to himself. His marriage with Catherine 
Bright resulted in the birth of the following 
children : Albert G., whose name heads this 
sketch, and of whom we will make further 
mention; Erastus, born May 7, 1830, now 
resides in Chicago, 111., was formerly an at- 
torney-at-law : David B., born December 22, 
1 83 1, and died in 1893, was judge of the 
courts of Schuylkill County for two terms, 
and had just been elected to his third term 
when death came and ended his life of use- 
fulness ; Emily E., born November 30, 1833 • 
Nathaniel, born January 12, 1836, and died 
in 1873, was a comn^ander in the United 
States Navy, serving with distinction through 
the War of 1861-65 ; George W., born Novem- 
ber 18, 1839, served through the Civil War, 
and died in 1866 at Hart's Island in New 
York Harbor, when stationed there with the 
17th Reg., U. S. Inf., as captain of a com- 
pany of that regiment ; Francis M., who is a 



clerk by vocation, was born March 23, 1841, 
and lives at St. Louis. Mo.; Annie B., born 
September 27 1844, died in 1873. 

Albert G. Green was graduated from Yale 
College in 1849, ^^^ preliminary education 
and preparation for college having been re- 
ceived in Reading. He read law under the 
preceptorship of Judge David F. Gordon, 
and was admitted to the Bar on November 
II, 1 85 1. He has been engaged in very suc- 
cessful practice ever since, and is most 
highly thought of as a gentleman of integ- 
rity, eood common sense, and high profes- 
sional honor. In his politics he is a Demo- 
crat of decided views, and formerly took a 
very prominent part as a party worker. In 
1870 he was a candidate lor nomination for 
the office of president judge of this county. 
He has always been a strong partisan. He is 
a member of the Masonic Order, Lodge No. 
66. The Universalist Church he attends reg- 
ularly. Mr. Green was married in 1856 to 
Rebecca Dickinson, a daughter of William 
P. Dickinson of Reading, and to our subject 
and wife have been born the following chil- 
dren: Henry D., an account of whose life 
is given farther along in this sketch ; Ella E., 
born October 29, 1859, ^^'^o lives at home; 
Emily, born in 1 861, died in 1864; Herbert, 
born January 28, 1864; George, born March 
15, 1867, lives in Reading, where his interests 
are centered in the tobacco business ; Eliza- 
beth, born February 11, 1869, lives at home 
with her parents ; Anna B., born September 
4, 1874, married Mr. Roberdau, cashier of 
the Frostburg National Bank of Frostburg, 
Md.; Julia, born October 7, 1877, lives at 
home. During the past year (1898), Mr. 
Green was instrumental in reorganizing the 
Historical Society ol Berks County, and was 
elected as its president. 

HON. HENRY DICKINSON GREEN, 
eldest son of the preceding, was born May 3, 
1857, in Reading, where his home has always 
been. He was graduated from the Reading 
High School in 1872, and soon after matric- 
ulated at Yale College, attending that stan- 
dard school for four years, graduating in the 
class of 1877. He then studied law with his 
father, and was admitted to practice on 
November 10, 1879. His legal practice, 
although large and yielding very satisfactory 
returns, has been in a measure subordinated 
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and sacrificed to a political career, in which 
he has achieved distinction, and contributed 
to the best interests of this section. From 
the time when he took up his life-work as an 
attorney he actively identified himself with 
the Democratic party, and proved himself a 
willing and able worker. Recognition of his 
services and abilities was secured in Novem- 
ber, 1882, by his election to the General 
Assembly of Pennsylvania; his earnest ef- 
forts in behalf of Reading were heartily 
appreciated, and at the conclusion of his two 
years* term, he was again elected in 1884. In 
1888 he was honored with an election to the 
State Senate ; at the conclusion of his term of 
office, in 1892, his eminent services received 
an endorsement by his being again elected 
to the Senate, in which he held his seat until 
the conclusion of his term in 1896. In the 
year just named he was a candidate lor the 
Democratic nomination of congressman from 
this district, and came very near receiving 
the nomination, which in itself was equiva- 
lent to an election. Mr. Green is a gentle- 
man of marked social habits, and possesses a 
large number of intimate and devoted friends. 
He is a member of Chandler Lodge, No. 
227, and Excelsior Chapter, No. 237. He is 
likewise affiliated with Washington Camp, 
No. 89, Patriotic Order Sons of America. 

While a member of the State Assembly 
Mr. Green gave substantial aid to the Read- 
ing Hospital, securing in 1883 an appropria- 
tion of $30,000.00, with which and with $25,- 
000.00 raised by subscriptions among the 
citizens of Reaaing, the present structure 
was erected, filling a lon^-felt want. The 
building is a two-story brick structure, situ- 
ated on a tract of three acres, located on a 
commanding, high position one mile north of 
Penn street. AU the modern improvements 
were incorporated into the building. From 
time to time Mr. Green secured additional 
appropriations, by which additional equip- 
ment was secured and the hospital main- 
tained. He also aided in securing material 
assistance from the state for the Homeo- 
pathic Hospital. He secured the location 
of the Hospital for the Chronic Insane at 
South Mountain, near Wernersville ; this 
asylum is one of the finest and most modern 
in the United States, and now has upwards 
of 600 inmates. Over a half million of dol- 



lars has been expended in the erection of 
buildings, and making needed improvements, 
and large sums are now appropriated yearly 
for the maintenance ol the institution. 
Through his personal efforts Mr. Green ob- 
tained the necessary legislation establishing 
a separate Orphan's Court in Berks County, 
the only court of its kind in the state, in a 
county whose population is less than 150,000. 
The law provides that in counties of less 
than 150,000 population, the Legislature may 
establish such courts, which are the right of 
counties having over 150,000. He made the 
fight that resulted in the Keystone State 
Normal School at Kutztown receiving 
equally with the other normal schools of the 
state its fair proportion of the money dis- 
tributed for their maintenance. Since then 
(1883) the school has been steadily added to, 
a number of buildings being erected through 
state aid secured by Mr. Green. Other salu- 
tary legislation found a champion in him. 
His record as a legislator was spotless, and 
there has never arisen a question as to his 
sincerity. His services in behalf of Berks 
County surely entitle him to still farther 
recognition at the hands of his fellow -citizens, 
and there is scarcely a doubt but that in 
coming years he will again be called to high 
offices of trust and responsibility, for which 
he is so well fitted by education, legal train- 
ing and legislative experience. 

On June 25, 1898, he was commissioned as 
captain of Co. G, 9th Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf., and 
immediately took the company of 106 men 
raised by him to Camp George H. Thomas, 
Chickamauga Park, Georgia, and afterward 
to Lexington, Ky. His was the first of the 
volunteer companies called into service with- 
out having belonged to the State Guard 
Association. 



AMES F. DUMN, the senior proprie- 
tor of the Triumph Roller Mills, is 
one ol the most prominent and enter- 
prising citizens of the village of Fleet- 
wood. He is a son of Samuel and Mary 
(Madeira) Dumn, and was born in Richmond 
township. June 20, 1849. 

His grandfather was Michael Dumn, a na- 
tive and resident of Richmond township, 
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who was engaged in agricultural pursuits 
and conducted a tavern. Samuel Dumn, the 
father of our subject, was born in Richmond 
township, where he always lived. His occu- 
pation was that of a general farmer and 
dri3ver, but he was also engaged in several 
other lines of business. He conducted a 
general mercantile store in the village of 
Fleetwood for many years, and was also en- 
gaged in mining iron ore, having discovered 
the rich mine near Fleetwood, now owned 
by our subject. Mr. Dumn is now passed 
seventy-four years of age, and is confined to 
his bed as the result of an injurv received 
some time ago. He was joined m wedlock 
with Mary Madeira, by whom he is the father 
of eight children, namely : Emma, the wife 
of Monroe Weaver, who resides in Reading ; 
James F., the subject of this personal his- 
tory ; Samuel, who died in infancy ; Louisa, 
who also died in childhood; Wilson M., a 
merchant of Reading, handling shoes, hats 
and gent's furnishings ; Mary, the wife of 
Jacob M. Keim, who resides in Fleetwood; 
Amos M., a partner in the milling business 
with our subject, married Clara Adams of 
Muhlenberg, this county ; and Louisa, de- 
ceased. 

James F. Dumn, after completing the re- 
quired course in the common schools, attend- 
ed the Keystone State Normal School of 
Kutztown for three years. He afterwards 
went to Reading, where he studied law lor a 
period of three years, and then upon his re- 
turn to Fleetwood, he engaged in the mining 
business. The mine is the best in his section 
of the county, and he has mined iron ore, 
ochre and rolling mill sand. The ochre, 
which was of the finest quality, was ground 
and put in barrels, and was the only ochre 
ever discovered in the neighborhood. He 
finally disposed of that business and taught 
school for seven terms, after which he began 
operating a roller mill at Fleetwood, contin- 
uing ever since. He manufactures several 
brands of wheat flour, which is made of 25% 
spring wheat and 7$% winter. He also makes 
rye flour, of which he has a very large sale. 
He has been found honest and upright in all 
his dealings, and the people realize that when 
trading with him they get the very best, and 
just what it is represented in every respect. 
He has been closely identified with the inter- 



ests of the village for many years, and the 
citizens recognize him as one of the leading 
spirits, and a man of great worth to the 
community. 

On April 27, 1875, Mr. Dumn was joined 
in matrimonial bonds with Mary A. Dewees, 
born January 31, 1853, a daughter of George 
and Catherine (Bushey) Dewees, the former 
of whom was a blacksmith and hotel keeper. 
Our subject is a Democrat in his political 
affiliations, and has served as justice of the 
peace since 1875. He was recorder of deeds 
at Reading from 1888 to 1891, and has also 
held a number of township offices. When 
he was recorder of deeds, Mr. Dumn re-in- 
dexed all the records in the office according 
to the Schlicht system, dating from the estab- 
lishment of the county in 1752 up to the 
present time, giving employment to thirteen 
clerks for a period of two and a hall years. 
This indexing work was the second largest 
ever done in the county. As they had no 
children of their own, Mr. and Mrs. Dumn 
reared an adopted son, Harry J., who was 

fiven a fine education, and acted as one of 
is father*s clerks when Mr. Dumn was in 
office. He is now residing in Reading, where 
he is clerk of the Court of Sessions. Social- 
ly, our subject is a member of the P. O. S. 
of A.; Knights of Pythias Lodge of Fleet- 
wood ; the O. U. A. M. of Fleetwood ; Royal 
Arcanum ; and Knights of the Mystic Chain 
of Fleetwood. Both Mr. and Mrs. Dumn 
are members of the Reformed Church. 



EEWIS FISHER. This highly respected 
and esteemed citizen of Maxatawny 
township, after a life of active in- 
^*^ dustry, is now living in retirement 
in the village of Kutztown. He feels that he 
has performed his part well in life, and that 
he is now rightfully entitled to the peace and 
satisfaction which a well-spent life and a good 
conscience is sure to bring. He was born in 
Lower Salford township, Montgomery Coun- 
ty, Pa., October 29, 1830, and is a son of 
Jacob and Elizabeth (Swartz) Fisher, and 
grandson of Michael Fisher. 

Michael Fisher, who was born in Europe, 
emigrated to this country in his early man- 
hood, and located in Maxatawny township, 
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on a farm now known as the Albright farm, 
which is now being used for mining ore. He 
built the old stone house which still stands 
upon the place. He was married to a Miss 
Leib}', and they reared a family of five sons, 
who were as loUows: John L.; 'Daniel; Solo- 
mon ; Jacob ; and Samuel. 

Jacob Fisher, the father of our subject, was 
born in Maxatawny township, and after he 
attained his majority, he engaged in farming 
for four 3'ears, and then moved to Montgom- 
ery County and conducted a hotel for three 
years; at the expiration of that time he 
moved to the village of Kutztown, and in 
1845 retired upon a well-earned competency. 
He led an active and energetic life, and was 
held in high esteem by his fellow-citizens, 
who knew him as an honest and upright 
citizen. He passed from this life at the ad- 
vanced age of ninety-nine years, two months 
and sixteen days. He was wedded to Eliza- 
beth Swartz, and their children were as fol- 
lows: Caroline; Eliza; Sarah; Lewis; Fran- 
cis; and Isaac and Mary, who died in infancy. 
The mother of our subject entered the 
unknown beyond at the age of sixty-six years. 
Mr. Fisher adhered to the Democratic views 
in politics, and held offices in the borough 
council, and was a school director for several 
years. He and his devoted were members of 
the Lutheran Church. 

Lewis Fisher was educated in the old 
Franklin Academy ; leaving school at the 
age of eighteen years, he taught two terms, 
and then began clerking in a store. Four 
years later he became a partner in the general 
mercantile firm of Fisher, Hinterleiter & Co.; 
this firm established a very fine patronage. 
In the hope of benefitting his finances ne 
moved to Topton, and conducted the Top- 
ton House for about two years ; he then ac- 
cepted a position as station agent at Bower's 
Station, for the Reading & Allentown R. R.; 
some eighteen months later he was promoted 
to be agent at Kutztown, where he remained 
twenty-six years, and filled the position to 
the entire satisfaction of the railroad com- 
pany and the public. In 1896 he resigned 
the position, and has since lived in retirement. 
He purchased a house and lot at No. 218 
Main street, which he has remodeled and 
rebuilt into a handsome, three-story brick 
residence. 

18* 



He chose for his life companion Esther F. 
Hinterleiter, a daug^hter 01 Daniel Hinter- 
leiter. To our subject and wife were born 
nine children, who were named as follows: 
Elwood D., who succeeded his father as sta- 
tion agent at Kutztown, was married to Ellen 
Wenner, who bore him two children, Warren 
and Lillie ; Ellen is the wife of William H. 
Rex of Philadelphia; William is traveling 
accountant for the Union Pacific R. R., at 
St. Louis; Lizzie; Annie; Charles, deceased, 
married Gertrude Deppen, and they reared 
two children, Myra and May ; Harry, a clerk, 
residing in Kansas City, Mo.; and Jacob G. 
and Lillie, both of whom are deceased. The 
wife of our subject died in 1891, at the age of 
fifty-four years. Mr. Fisher is a strong Demo- 
crat, and has served as school director, and 
has been a member of the borough council. 
In social circles he is a member and past 
master, of the F. & A. M. Lodge, No. 377, of 
Kutztown. He is a member of the Lutheran 
Church. 



ACOB P. KUTZ. Among the farmers 
of Berks County who have succeeded 
in life mainly on account of their en- 
ergy, perseverance and economy, acting 
on the maxim that success in life depends 
upon attending to one*s own business, and 
not mixing in the affairs of his neighbors, 
is the gentleman whose brief biographical 
sketch is here presented to the reader. He 
was born in Greenwich township March 22, 
1829, and is a son of Jacob Joseph and Eliza- 
beth (Mertz) Kutz, and grandson of Jacob 
Kutz. 

Jacob Kutz, the grandfather of our subject, 
was born in Germany, and came to the United 
States when he had attained manhood's 
years, and located in Maxatawny township, 
Berks County, Pa. He purchased a large 
tract of land which he cleared and farmed ; 
this farm was later sold to the state and be- 
came the site of the Keystone State Normal 
School. Jacob Kutz was one of the first to 
locate in the township, and it was after him 
that Kutztown took its name. He passed 
from this life in 1836, and was buried upon 
his farm. 

Jacob Joseph Kutz, the father of our 
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subject, was born on the old homestead 
in Maxatawny township, where he was 
reared and educated. In 1862 he moved 
to Greenwich township, and settled upon the 
farm now owned by our subject. He built a 
grist mill, which he operated in connection 
with farming the rest of his active life. He 
married Elizabeth Mertz, and they reared a 
family of fourteen children, who were as fol- 
lows : Judith, deceased ; Sally, deceased ; 
Jacob, the subject of this sketch ; Charles, 
deceased ; Susanna, widow of the late John 
Hoch, resides in Kutztown ; Hettie, de- 
ceased ; Leo resides on the old homestead ; 
Kate, the wife of Reuben Schlegl of Fleet- 
wood ; Caroline ; Elizabeth wedded John 
Sitler of Greenwich township ; two that 
died in infancy ; Jacob, deceased ; and Diana, 
also deceased. Mr. Kutz died January 2, 
1890. The mother of our subject passed 
from this life April 20, 1862. 

Jacob P. Kutz was educated in the com- 
mon schools of his native town, and remained 
under the parental roof throughout his boy- 
hood days, assisting his father in the labors 
about the farm. After his marriage he took 
possession of the old homestead, where he 
nas followed agricultural pursuits to the 
present date. He also carries on stock- . 
raising to a large extent. His farm consists 
of 160 acres of the best improved land in 
Greenwich township ; it has a large and 
handsome house, ana its out-buildings are in 
the best of condition. 

Mr. Kutz was united in marriage Novem- 
ber 30, 1856, with Diana Sunday, who was 
born in Windsor township, December 12, 
1836. She is a daughter of Jacob Sunday, 
who was a farmer in that township all his 
life. Eight children resulted from this union, 
namely : Charles Augustus married Elizabeth 
Swoyer, and upon her death he married Su- 
sanna Michael, and they now reside in Kutz- 
town; Amelia Elizabeth, deceased; Jacob, 
deceased ; George William married Floranda 
Dietrich, and is a farmer of Greenwich town- 
ship; William Philip married Emma Kohler, 
and he operates a grist mill in Greenwich town- 
ship ; Louisa is the wife of Charles Dietrich, 
proprietor of the flouring mills at Kutztown ; 
Ella Amanda wedded John Siegfred, a 
farmer of Maxatawny township ; and Hettie, 
who resides with our subject. Mrs. Kutz 



was called to her well earned rest April 21, 
1878. Our subject, on June 3, 1882, formed a 
second matrimonial alliance with Esther 
Wanner, who was born in Richmond town- 
ship August I, 1840. She is a daughter of 
Jacob and Barbara (Schlegl) Wanner, the 
former was a farmer of Richmond township. 
Our subject has always upheld the principles 
ol the Democratic party, and has served as 
school director of his district for about 
twenty-four years. Both Mr. and Mrs. Kutz 
are members and consistent workers of the 
Lutheran Church ol Kutztown, and our sub- 
ject has been deacon of that church for about 
twenty years. He is highly respected in a 
community of people possessing more than 
ordinary mtelligence, and is one of the pil- 
lars of his church. 



^Tj^WARD EVANS, who has been en- 
K] ^aged in the cultivation of the soil 

-* — , m Berks County since 1854, is one 

of the representative and highly esteemed 
farmers of Robeson township, and is located 
on his fine farm near the village of Joanna. 
Our subject is a son of Lott and Sarah 
(Hawk) Evans, and was born in the above 
township November 17, 1833. 

Lott Evans, the ^reat-grandfather of our 
subject, was born in Wales, and came to 
America prior to the Revolutionary War. 
He first located in Chester County, Pa., later 
moving to Berks County, where he pur- 
chased a farm in Robeson township, and fol- 
lowed agricultural pursuits the rest of his 
life. Evan Evans, the grandfather of our 
subject, was born in Chester County, Pa., 
November 9, 1781, and died on the home- 
stead in Robeson township, May 23, 1857. 
He was engaged some years in the iron 
works at the old Spring forges in Chester 
County, and later he became clerk for Dar- 
lington & Smith, proprietors of the Joanna 
furnaces ; he then became engaged in farm- 
ing on the old homestead the remainder of 
his active days. For more than twenty-five 
years he was surveyor, conveyancer and jus- 
tice of the peace of^ Robeson township, and 
was one of the foremost business men of his 
community. In politics, he was an old time 
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Whig, and later was one of the chief or- 
ganizers of the Republican party in his town- 
ship. Religiously, he was a member of the 
Harmony Methodist Church of Caernarvon 
township, and was an official for many years. 
He was joined in wedlock with Mary Gabriel, 
and they were the parents of two children, 
namely : Lott, the father of our subject ; and 
Harriet, who died in childhood days. 

Lott Evans was born in Joanna, this county, 
April 17, 1803, 2ind died there August 11, 
1877. He was reared to follow agricultural 

Pursuits, and when he attained his majority 
e farmed on property adjoining the old 
homestead ; after the death of his father, he 
took possession of the old homestead, and 
carried on general farming until the date of 
his death. He was also engaged in hauling 
for the old forges of the neighborhood, and 
he helped haul the first stone for the laying 
of the Pennsylvania & Reading R. R., which 
ran between Philadelphia and Lancaster. 
Stone was then used instead of cross ties. 
Mr. Evans was an active member of the 
Methodist Church ; in politics, he adhered 
to the principles of the Republican party. 
He formed a matrimonial alliance with Sarah 
Hawk, a daughter of Edward Hawk, who 
was formerly a boss collier in the Darlington 
& Smith iron works at Joanna, and later a 
farmer of Chester County. Two sons and 
four daughters blessed the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Evans. They were named as follows : 
Harriet, deceased ; Evan, a farmer residing 
on the old homestead ; Edward, whose name 
heads this brief notice; Rebecca, who died 
in infancy ; Mary, deceased, was the wife of 
Levi Shirey; Sarah, deceased, was the wife 
of Michael J. Bitler; and Amanda, who wed- 
ded Edward W. De Haven, and now resides 
in Reading. 

Edward Evans received a liberal education 
in the public schools of his native township, 
and then turned his attention toward tilling 
the soil, which he has made his life vocation. 
In 1854 he came to his present farm, where 
he has since been engaged in the independent 
calling of an agriculturist. He owns one of 
the best farms in Robeson township, the soil 
is rich and productive, and the improvements 
are among the best in his section of the coun- 
ty. Our subject stands high in business cir- 
cles, and is held in high esteem by his fellow- 



citizens, who know him to be an honest 
neighbor and citizen. 

Mr. Evans is a strong Republican in his 
political views, and has served as school di- 
rector for a number of years ; as supervisor; 
and as township auditor. October 28, 1858, 
our subject was united in the bonds of matri- 
mony with Catherine Kurtz, a daughter of 
Jacob and Anna fShingle) Kurtz. Jacob 
Kurtz was formerly a miller of Robeson 
township. Five children were born to our 
subject and wife ; they are as follows : An- 
nie S.; Frank, a resident of Birdsboro, this 
county, is a track foreman of the Wilmington 
& Northern R. R.; Harry is a telegraph op- 
erator on the Wilmington & Northern R. K. 
at Giegerstown Station ; Lott D., a farmer 
residing in Robeson township ; and James S., 
a telegraph operator at Brandymore Station, 
for the Wilmington & Northern R. R. 



-||r\OBERT WALTER, M. D. One of 
I <^ the most admirably adapted institu- 
|b \ tions in America in which to spend 
\m^ a season of recuperation is Wal- 
ter's Sanitarium, situated on South Mountain, 
a spur of the Blue Mountains, 500 feet above 
Lebanon Valley, in which lies the beautiful 
village of Wernersville. Its beauty of land- 
scape, extent of view, quiet seclusion, com- 
fortable surroundings, along with the purity 
of air and water, its ease of access from New 
York City, Philadelphia, Washington and 
other large cities, makes it a location hard to 
surpass or even to equal. It is in every sense 
of the word a health resort, one of a group 
in which those who are well may spend a 
season of delightful rest and recreation, free 
from the restraints and taxations of fashion, 
and where the ailing or positively sick will 
find all the conditions for health and comfort, 
with medical attendance especially skilled in 
the care and treatment of chronic invalids. 
The aim of this institution is not to cure the 
sick, alone, but to build up the strength of the 
body and guard against future illness. This 
is not done by the means of stimulants or 
medicine, which give the appearance of 
strength for a time, but by proper exercise 
and oiet, and the use of many new electrical 
and other appliances. Massage, which has 
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proven such an effective remedy for many af- 
flictions, and is now in universal use, was ad- 
vocated and used by Dr. Walter as far back 
as twenty years ago, and, in fact, the success 
with which he met did much toward estab- 
lishing the reputation that system enjoys to- 
day. As opposed to stimulation, these modes 
of treatment are known as nutritive processes, 
whose work is the production of power in 
the living organism. By the latter process 
we obtain recuperation and permanent health, 
and by the former the appearance of strength, 
which is always followed by reaction and de- 
pletion. Hundreds of patients and pleasure 
seekers are guests of Walter's Sanitarium 
yearly, many of them being men and women 
of prominence, who generally return the fol- 
lowing year. 

Dr. Robert Walter, who, for more than 
thirty years has conducted a sanitarium on 
South Mountain, is a son of George and 
Betsey (Vodden) Walter, and was born in 
Acton. Halton County, Ontario, Canada, 
February 14, 1841. George Walter, the 
father of our subject, was born in Devonshire, 
England, and in 1838 emigrated to Canada, 
where he was a prosperous farmer during the 
remainder of his life. He was united in 
marriage with Betsey Vodden, a native of 
Devonshire, Eng., and their happy union was 
blessed by the birth of ten children, namely : 
William ; John ; Robert, the subject of this 
biographical record ; Sarah ; Mary Hannah ; 
Albert L., deceased ; Elizabeth ; Frances ; 
Augusta; and Emma M. Mrs. Walter was 
called Home in 1885, and her husband joined 
her beyond the river of Death in 1894. 

Robert Walter was fourteen years old 
when he left his home to clerk in a grocery 
store at Brampton, where he remained for 
one year and then returned to Acton and 
was employed as a bookkeeper in a tannery 
for a period of two years. Owing to ill 
health he gave up that position and moved to 
Danville, N. Y., where for years he sought 
health, and studied medicine, and later gfrad- 
uated from the Hygieo-therapeutic College 
of New York, and afterward from the Hahn- 
emann Medical College of Philadelphia. In 
1874 he moved to Wernersville, Pa., where 
he became the proprietor of the Mountain 
Home, a well known summer resort of that 
time, which has since been merged into the 



Grand View Sanitarium. He conducted the 
Mountain Home until 1877, when he pur- 
chased the old furnace in the vicinity, an his- 
toric property where shot and shells were 
cast for Washington's Army in 1776. At 
that time the estate, consisting of nearly 500 
acres of land, was onl}'^ a cow pasture, with 
all of the elements of sanitary living, it is 
true, with springs and brooks, forest and field, 
gentle slope and steep acclivity, but without 
building or road. The accomplishments of 
art have been added to those of nature, and 
over twenty years of earnest labor have 
wrought a wonderful transformation. Wal- 
ter's Park is studded with evergreens, and 
thickly interspersed with chestnut, dogwood, 
pine and cedar trees, whose delightful shade 
in the summer months affords excellent op- 
portunities for picnic parties. The Sani- 
tarium, which was erected, is semi-circular 
in form, five stories in height, 300 feet in 
front, and is made of mountain granite, the 
dryest of rock, and is well lined to prevent 
the possibility of dampness. It is equipped 
throughout with all modern conveniences 
and finely furnished. A large stone barn was 
also built, and is well stocked with Shetland 
ponies and thoroughbred horses for the ac- 
commodation of the guests. These almost 
marvelous changes have not been accom- 
plished, however, without many trials and 
much hard work, and the fame which the 
Doctor has won is richly merited. During 
all these years he has kept thoroughly abreast 
with the advances made in all branches of 
medical science. Much credit is also due his 
excellent corps of assistants, namely : his 
worth v wife, who is a graduate oi a New 
York Medical College : his son, Robert L. ; 
his daughter, Dr. Maud M.: and Dr. Thomas 
C. Fanning of Farrington, N. Y. Dr. Wal- 
ter is also a member of many medical socie- 
ties, and is a man who possesses the admira- 
tion and esteem of all with whom he is ac- 
quainted. 

In 1872 he was united in wedlock with 
Eunice C. Lippincott, a native of Augusta, 
Me., and a daughter of John and Sarah Lip- 
pincott, the former of whom was a tanner by 
trade. This union resulted in the following 
issue: Maud M., who is a graduate from the 
Women's Medical College of Philadelphia ; 
Robert L., a student of Hahnemann Medical 
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College, Philadelphia ; Mabel Helen, who is 
living at home; Stella Maria; and Ernest. 
Religiously, they are faithful members of the 
Society of Friends. In connection with this 
account of Dr. Walter's lite and labors, we 
are pleased to present his portrait, which ap- 
pears on a page in proximity. 



,^|UDOLPH H. ANGSTADT, the pro- 
11 • J prietor of a general merchandise 




store in the village of Dryville, 
Rockland township, is a son of 
Jacob K. and Anna (Kercher) An^stadt, and 
was born in Long Swamp township, Decem- 
ber 16, 1846. 

His grandfather was Jacob Angstadt, who 
was born in Rockland township, where he 
always lived and followed the trade of a 
gunsmith. Jacob K. Angstadt, the father of 
our subject, was born in Rockland township, 
where he received a common school educa- 
tion, and learned the trade of a blacksmith, 
which he followed in connection with farm- 
ing until his death. He was joined in wed- 
lock with Anna Kercher, by whom he had 
eight children, whose names were: William 
F., a shoemaker residing in Dryville ; Oba- 
diah D., a farmer of Rockland township, who 
married Susan Fenstermacher : Eliza, the 
wife of Daniel Gerhart, a farmer and carpen- 
ter of Henningsville, Berks County ; Rudolph 
H., in whom the interest of this sketch cen- 
ters ; Leanda, the wife of Samuel K. Dry, a 
farmer of Colebrookdale township ; James 
B., a farmer and mason residing in Rockland 
township, who married Hannah Mochley ; 
Torinda, who died at an early age; and 
Amanda, who also died in childhood. 

Rudolph H. Angstadt attended the public 
schools of his native town, after which he 
took a two years* course in the Keystone 
State Normal School of Kutztown. For the 
following eight years he was engaged in 
teaching in the public schools in Rockland, 
Maxatawny and Richmond townships, dur- 
ing the latter j^ears of that time working in 
a store in the summer season. On Novem- 
ber 24, 1876, he purchased the store, which 
he now owns, and entered upon a merchant's 
career. In 1892 he disposed of his store in 
Dryville and purchased a farm of 100 acres 



in Lobachsville, Pike township, which con- 
tained a hotel, store, several houses, and 
other buildings, where he remained for a 
period of three years. He then returned to 
Dryville and again bought the store he form- 
erly owned, and has conducted it since. He 
is one of the most enterprising and progres- 
sive citizens of the village, and enjoys a large 
and lucrative patronage. His store is neat 
in appearance, and he carries a full line of 
general merchandise of the best quality. He 
IS genial and good natured, and it is a pleas- 
ure to trade with him. 

Our subject was united in marriage with 
Esther Stimmel, a daughter of Isaac and 
Saloma (Gunther) Stimmel, the former of 
whom was a farmer and a wheelwright by 
trade. They are the happy parents ot six 
children: Allen was born December 10, 1878, 
and is now living at home ; Robert ; Walter ; 
Luther, deceased; and twins that died in 
infancy. In political belief, he is an unswerv- 
ing Democrat and has served as justice of 
the peace for eleven years, and as auditor for 
three years. His wife is a member of the 
Reformed Church, and he belongs to the Lu- 
theran Church of New Jerusalem. He is a 
public-spirited man and takes an interest in 
everything pertaining to the welfare of the 
village. He is a director of the Kutztown 
Bank, and of a fire insurance company of 
Reading. He has been postmaster of the 
village of Dryville for many years. 



w- 



ILSON SWEITZER, an influential 
and much respected citizen of the 
village of Shillington, Cumru town- 
ship, Berks County, was for many years the 
proprietor of various hotels, and during the 
last fifteen years of his active life was en- 
gaged in the iron ore business. Since 1880 
he has lived a quiet and retired life, residing 
in a fine modern home in Shillington. He is 
a son of Peter and Mar}' (Wagner) Sweitzer, 
and was born in Brecknock township, Berks 
County, January 21, 1833. 

His grandfather on the paternal side was 
Frederick Sweitzer, who was one of the good 
substantial farmers of Brecknock township. 
Peter Sweitzer, the father of our subject, 
was born in Brecknock township, where he 
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was engaged in farming, and followed the 
coopers trade for many years. He then 
moved to Plowville, Kobeson township, 
where he conducted the Plow Hotel, and 
later moved to Lancaster County, where he 
remained until his removal to Reading. He 
married Mary Wagner, and they became the 
happy parents of four children : Wilson, the 
subject of this biographical record ; Abram, 
who married Elizabeth Schaeffer of Reading, 
is now in the limestone business, but for- 
merly was in the ore business; Bentley, who 
married Hannah Heffner, is now prospecting 
in the gold fields of Klondike : and Elbina, 
deceased, was the wife of Peter Steyer of 
Lancaster County. Mrs. Sweitzer was called 
to her final rest in 1887. 

Wilson Sweitzer obtained his intellectual 
training in the public schools of his native 
town, and at the age of twenty-eight years 
went to Beckersville, Pa., where he conducted 
a hotel for seven years, and then spent one 
year in agricultural pursuits. He then, in 
1867, moved to Shillington, where he puf- 
chased the hotel called the Three Mile House 
and successfully conducted it for two years, 
after which he became engaged in the iron ore 
business in Cumru and Spring townships, 
continuing until his retirement in 1880, a 
period of thirteen years. He then returned 
to Shillington, and purchased the property 
upon which he erected his present fine resi- 
dence, made many improvements and now 
has a modern, well-appointed home in every 
respect. He also owns a tract of wooded 
land in his part ot the county, which is valu- 
able property. Mr. Sweitzer and his worthy 
wife are very fond of travel and have often 
taken journeys into Cuba, Florida and Califor- 
nia, also visiting other well-known resorts in 
the United States. In political belief, he has 
always been an enthusiastic Democrat and 
for two terms served as prison inspector. 

October 27, 1857, he was united in wedlock 
with Rosa Eschelman, who was born in Robe- 
son township, October 16, 1835, and is a 
daughter of Absalom and Sarah (Berchart) 
Eschelman, the former of whom was a tavern 
keeper in Robeson township. He was also a 
farmer and an extensive drover. He and his 
wife were the parents of seven children: Au- 
gustus, the present proprietor of the Plow Ho- 
tel, of Plowville ; Sarah, the wife of Jacob Frey 



of Birdsboro ; Elizabeth, who married Frank- 
lin Becker, a farmer of Chester County, Pa.; 
Rosa, our subject's wife ; Moses, deceased ; 
Christina, deceased ; and Diana, who died 
young. In religious attachments, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sweitzer are members of Christ Church, 
commonly known as Yocum's Church, Re- 
formed and Lutheran. 




AMUEL DRESHER, an extensive 
farmer and stock raiser, living on 
the old Dresher homestead in Long 
Swamp township, Berks County, 
was born August 4, 183 1. He is a son of 
John and Dinah (Grim) Dresher, and a grand- 
son of Samuel Dresher. 

The first of the family to come to this 
country was Lawrence Dresher, the great- 
grandfather ol our subject, who settled in 
Long Swamp township on the farm Which 
has since remained in the family, and is now 
owned by our subject. The grandfather oi 
our subject was Samuel Dresher, who was 
born on the home farm in 1777, where he 
always lived and followed the calling of a 
farmer. He was a good type of the sturdy 
fanners ot that day, and lived to reach the 
age of seventy-three years, dying April 13, 
1852. 

John Dresher, the father of our subject, 
was born on the homestead farm in 1804, 
where he lived until his death, which occur- 
red March 12, 1852. He was one of the 
leading agriculturists of the township, and 
was well known throughout the county. He 
was joined in matrimonial bonds with Dinah 
Glim, a native of Maxatawny township, and 
they reared the following five children : 
Samuel, whose name appears at the head ol 
this sketch ; John, who resides on the home 
farm with our subject; Nathan, who works 
in a foundry in the city of Reading ; Eliza- 
beth, the wife of Walter Grim, who is a 
retired merchant of Allentown ; and Charles, 
who resides in Hanover, Lehigh County, Pa. 
Mrs. Dresher survived her husband many 
years, dying in February, 1884. 

Samuel Dresher was intellectually pre- 
pared for the battle of life in the common 
schools of Long Swamp township, after 
which he worked for his father on the farm. 
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At the age of twenty-one years, upon the 
death of his father, he succeeded to the 
ownership of the farm, which he has since 
conducted. When it first came into the pos- 
session of the Dresher family, this tract of 
150 acres was a perfect wilderness, but by 
the untiring energy and industry of those 
who have gone betore and of our subject, it 
has been transformed into as fertile and pro- 
ductive a farm as can be found in the county. 
Mr. Dresher is engaged in general farming, 
stock raising and dairying, and the general 
appearance of the farm indicates the success- 
ful manner in which he has managed his 
affairs. He is a man possessed of more than 
ordinary intelligence, shrewdness and energy, 
and is deserving of the success with which 
he is meeting. Honest and straightforward 
with every one, he is loved and respected 
as a true neighbor and a kind friend. 

October 28, 1856, he was united in mar- 
riage with Sarah Ann Leibensperger, a 
daughter of Daniel and Annie (Butz) Lei- 
bensperger, both of whom are now deceased. 
This union was blessed by the birth of two 
children, namely : Alfred, who was born in 
1858, is a clotfiing merchant of Allentown, 
and married Amanda Culver; and John, 
who died in infancy. Our subject and wife 
are earnest members of the Lutheran Church 
of Mertztown, of which our subject has held 
many of the offices. In political belief, he is 
a Democrat, and takes merely the interest in 
politics that should be taken by every dutiful 
citizen. 



fSAAC BIEBER, a representative and 
influential farmer and stock raiser of 
Maxatawny township, was born on his 
present farm October 18. 1844, ^^<i is a 
son of John and Annie (Bieber) Bieber, both 
of whom were natives of the above township. 
Isaac Bieber. the grandfather of our sub- 
ject, resided upon the farm now owned by 
our subject, and was engaged in farming all 
his life. He reared a family of children, one 
of whom was John, the father ot our subject, 
who was born on the old homestead, and 
died there in 1865. He was engaged in the 
tilling of the soil, in which he was very suc- 
cessful, and was prominent in all movements 



which tended to better the conditions of his 
fellow countrymen. He was joined in wed- 
lock with Annie Bieber, and a family of six 
children was born to them, namely : William 
A. married Sophia Bobst, and they reside in 
Philadelphia, where Mr. Bieber is engaged 
as a baker ; Isaac, the subject of this sketch ; 
Mary is the wife of David Sharadin of Kutz- 
town; Katherine, deceased, was the wife of 
Dr. Johnson, also of Kutztown; Nathan, 
deceased; and Edwin, deceased. The mother 
of our subject passed from this life in 1864. 

Isaac Bieber received his education in the 
common schools of Maxatawny township, and 
was reared to follow agricultural pursuits, 
and after his marriage he took possession of 
the old homestead, where he has remained 
to the present. The farm consists of no 
acres of well improved land, and is well 
stocked with cattle, with which Mr. Bieber 
is engaged in dairying. Our subject was 
united in marriage with Louisa Christman, 
daughter of Isaac Christman, deceased, who 
was a prominent farmer of this county. 
Twelve children have blessed the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Bieber, who are as follows: 
John, a tanner by trade, but a farmer of 
Maxatawny township, was married to Lizzie 
Fisher ; Thomas, also a farmer of Maxatawny 
townhip ; Annie ; Hattie ; Katherine ; George ; 
Jennie; Valley; Eleanora: Charlotta; Charles; 
and Stella, wno has been adopted by Charles 
Deisher. Mr. Bieber is a strong Democrat 
in politics; religiously, he is a member of St. 
John's Lutheran Church. 




AVID G. GROSS, dealer in lum- 
ber, coal, phosphate, agricultural 
\[SJ implements, wind engines, force 
pumps, wagons, carriages, bicycles, 
etc., is one of the enterprising and hustling 
business men of Monocacy Station, Berks 
County. He was born in Exeter township, 
this county, September 12, 1862, and is a son 
of Alfred and Sophia H. (Guldin) Gross. 

The great-grandfather of our subject, a 
native of England, upon emigrating to this 
country settled in Earl township, this county, 
where he followed the trade 01 a shoemaker 
the rest of his life. He also conducted a farm 
in which he was very successful. He was 
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twice united in marriage, and by his first 
wife was presented with three sons and two 
daughters, who were as follows : Samuel ; 
Jacob; John; Mrs. Bear and Mrs. Paul. By 
his second wife he had one daughter, who 
married a Mr. Conrad. 

John Gross, the grandfather of our sub- 
ject, was born in Earl township February 19, 
1801, and died October 15, 1836. He was a 
successful tiller of the soil, and owned a small 
farm ; he also followed the shoemaking busi- 
ness in connection with his farming. In re- 
ligious views he was a member of the Luth- 
eran Church. He married Catherine Clauser, 
daughter of David Clauser, and to them were 
born the following children: Judith, who 
married William Boone ; William, deceased, 
was a shoemaker, carpenter and machinist 
by trade ; Nathan ; David, a machinist of 
Reading, Pa.; Catherine, who married a Mr. 
Griffith of Reading, Pa.; Wellington, who is 
living a retired life in Amity ville, this county ; 
and Annie, widow of the late P. Thompson, 
of Monocacy, Berks County. 

Alfred Gross, the father of our subject, 
was born in Earl township, in August, 1828, 
and was a blacksmith by trade, which he fol- 
lowed during his early manhood days ; 
later he moved to Exeter township, where 
he engaged in farming and in buying and 
selling horses and cattle. Religiously', he 
attached himself to the Lutheran Church. 
Politically, he was an old time Whig, but 
upon the disruption of that party he joined 
the ranks of the Republican organization, 
and was one of the leaders in his section. 
He was called to his well earned rest Febru- 
ary 24, 1896. He was joined in wedlock with 
Sophia Guldin, daughter of Samuel Guldin, 
an extensive farmer and miller of Amity 
township, this county. Mr. and' Mrs. Gross 
were the parents of the following children : 
John, a butcher of Exeter township; Samuel, 
James, Elizabeth and Sarah, all died in their 
infanc}' ; David G , whose name heads the 
above lines; Charles G., a leading butcher of 
Morgantown, this county ; Simon Peter, a 
clerk in the store owned by our subject ; and 
Guldin, a prominent farmer of Exeter town- 
ship. 

Our subject remained under the parental 
roof until he grew to manhood, and received 
his primary education in the common schools 



of his native town, and then entered the 
Scientific Academy at Reading. Upon leav- 
ing school, he began to clerk in a store, where 
he remained nine months, when he entered 
Eastman's Business College at Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y., from which institution he was gradu- 
ated in 1882. He then engaged as traveling 
salesman for a Zanesville, Ohio, Queensware 
Co., and was assigned to work Philadelphia 
and the surroundmg cities. After remaining 
on the road for eleven months, he returned 
home and carried on farming for two years. 
In 1885 he started in the coal business at 
Monocacy Station on the P. & R.'R. R., and 
in 1888 he added to his former business a com- 

Elete line of farming implements. Through 
is honest ways of dealing with his custom- 
ers he built up an enviable trade, and in 1894 
commenced to deal in lumber. Mr. Gross* 
business requires a capital of $i5,ooo.co, and 
the jearly sales amount to $35,000.00. Our 
subject has distinguished himself by constant 
attention to the needs of his enterprise and by 
honorable dealings with his patrons. 

Our subject adheres to the principles of 
the Republican party, and is one of the lead- 
ers in his community ; he was appointed post- 
master of Monocacy Station under Harri- 
son's administration, which position he held 
until 1898. Socially, he is a member of Union 
Lodge. F. & A. M. of Birdsboro, Pa.; Read- 
ing Chapter ; and the Commandery of Read- 
ing. In religious views he is a member and 
elder of the Lutheran Church. He formed 
a matrimonial alliance with Miss Mary A. 
Bartolet, daughter of Jeremiah Bartolet, a 
farmer of Oley township, and they were hap- 
pily married in March, 1888. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Gross were born four children, of 
whom Anna is the only one living. The 

Progress which Mr. Gross has made from 
umble circumstances to comparative af- 
fluence marks him as a man of no ordinary 
ability. Beginning with but $35.00 and a 
horse and buggy, and with willing hands and 
a strong will, he is in the enjoyment of a 
well earned competency. His business qual- 
ities, no less than his fidelity to all his obliga- 
tions in life, have contributed to give him a 
wide influence in the community in which he 
lives, and it is with feelings of interest and 
pleasure that his friends will view his por- 
trait that appears on a preceding page. 
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R. JACOB S. RITTENHOUSE is 
a resident of Reading, where he 

\\S)J enjoys a large and lucrative prac- 
tice. He has spent many years in 
study, his chief aim being to attain the high- 
est state of perfection possible. He has 
made a special and careful preparation in the 
treatment of diseases of the eye, ear, nose 
and throat, of which he makes a specialty. 
He is a son of Dr. Samuel R. and Anna M. 
(Shaffer) Rittenhouse, and was born in 
Macungie, Lehigh County, June 3, 1861. 

On the paternal side, his ancestors were 
natives of Holland, and established the fam- 
ily in America in 1690, erecting in that year 
tne first paper mill in the United States at 
Germantown, Pa. 

Dr. Samuel R. Rittenhouse, the father of 
our subject, was born near The Trappe, 
Montgomery County, Pa., January 16, 1832, 
and was a son of Jacob D. Rittenhouse. 
Jacob D. Rittenhouse was one of the good 
substantial agriculturists of that section, and 
lived a useful life of sixty-one years, his death 
resulting from apoplexy April 17, 1843. ^^^ 
subject's father attended the public schools 
of his native town during his younger days, 
after which he took a medical course in the 
University of Pennsylvania, from which he 
graduated in 1853, receiving a certificate to 

Practice medicine. Immediately thereafter 
e entered upon practice as an allopathic 
physician near The Trappe. Not being sat- 
isfied, however, until he had received the 
best education obtainable, he returned to the 
University the following fall and attended 
another course of lectures, also taking advan- 
tage of the clinics at the University Hospital. 
In the following year he formed a partner- 
ship with Dr. Lesher Trexler at Long 
Swamp, Berks County, and they acquired a 
large and remunerative practice, which they 
held until 1855. At the time he had no faith 
in the Homeopathic School of Medicine, 
having been led to believe that it was nothing 
more than a delusion. But the wonderful ac- 
complishments of that year opened his eyes, 
as it did those of every other man who was 
deeply interested in the advances of medical 
science. He decided to make a careful in- 
vestigation, and at once read the Organon 
and studied the Homeopathic Materia Med- 
ica. With the coming of faith in the new 



school, faith in the old school began to wane, 
and finally made its departure, when upon 
testing the medicine in actual practice he be- 
came thoroughly satisfied with the principle 
of Hahnemann — Simiiia similibus ctirantur. 
In 1857 he removed to Millerstown, Lehigh 
County, where for twenty years he had 
charge of a large practice. Indeed, it grew 
to such an extent that it required his entire 
attention, and his health became greatl}^ im- 
paired. Fearing that it would be necessary 
to relinquish his practice entirely, he moved 
to Reading in October, 1868, where he hoped 
to better the condition of his health. He 
soon after took up practice again, and contin- 
ued with much success until nis death, which 
occurred June 26, 1895. He was a member 
of the Homeopathic Medical Societies of 
Berks and Schuylkill Counties, the Homeo- 
pathic Medical Society of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, and the Readfing Society of Natural 
Sciences. He frequently contributed papers 
to medical journals of both schools, and was 
a writer of merit. During the Civil War he 
was an enthusiastic advocate of the Union 
cause, and contributed numerous articles to 
local papers intended to stimulate patriotism 
in the people and to continue the support of 
the Union. He was a consistent Republican, 
and in 1863 was the popular candidate of his 

f)arty for the State Legislature, but was de- 
eated at the election. At the time of his de- 
mise he was acting as consulting physician 
of the medical stafiof the Homeopathic Hos- 

fital. He was also the first president of the 
lahnemann Medical Society of Reading. 
As a result of his union with Anna M. Shaf- 
fer, he became the father of two sons and two 
daughters, namely : Jacob S., the subject of 
this biographical record ; Anna ; Hannah ; 
and a son who died in childhood. 

Dr. Jacob S. Rittenhouse was but seven 
years of age when his father moved the fam- 
ily to Reading, and there he obtained his ele- 
mentary training in the public schools. He 
then took a course in languages and the nat- 
ural sciences at the academy under the pre- 
ceptorship of the Hon. D. B. Brunner, after 
which he matriculated in the Hahnemann 
Medical College of Philadelphia in 1882. On 
the third day of April, 1885, he was gradu- 
ated and the degree of Doctor of Medicine 
was conferred upon him. During the last 
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year in college he was elected by the class to 
*'quizz** them on the subject of pathology 
and the practice of medicine. After his grad- 
uation he became associated in practice with 
his father in Reading, and during the winter 
of 1887-88 he attended the New York Poly- 
clinic and other well-known hospitals, devot- 
ing particular attention to diseases of the ear, 
eye, nose and throat. He has since made a 
specialty of these subjects, and is at present 
the Special United States Pension Examiner 
for the district of Berks County on ailments 
of the ear and eye. He has been successful 
in practice beyond his fondest expectations, 
and numbers among his patients many of the 
leading citizens of the county. Fraternally, 
he is a member of the Reading and the State 
Homeopathic Societies, and is president of 
the Hahnemann Medical Society of Reading. 
Dr. Rittenhouse is a man of high character, 
and is greatly respected by his tellow-citizens 
and practitioners. 

June 12, 1888, he was united in the holy 
bonds of matrimony with Emma K. Griese- 
mer, a daughter of Benneville D. and Han- 
nah K. Gnesemer, and four children were 
born to them, namely : Roger G., who, al- 
though a vigorous boy, was called home at 
the age of eleven months after a severe ill- 
ness of a few weeks ; Mary Esther, who was 
born January 18, 1892; Samuel B., whose 
birth occurred October 14, 1893; and Ruth 
Helen, born December 14, 1897. Fraternally, 
the Doctor is a member of Vigilant Lodge, 
I. O. O. F.; the Encampment, I. O. O. F.; 
and the Ancient Order of United Workmen. 



'ACOB LEVAN, who for many years 
was engaged in agricultural pursuits 
in Exeter township, has lived in retire- 
ment, since 1883, in the village of Jack- 
son wald, where he is enjoying the peace and 
quiet of home life after many years spent in 
fruitful labor. He is a son of Joseph and 
Caroline (Bechtel) Levan, and was born on 
the old Levan homestead near Jacksonwald, 
September 5, 1843. 

The Levan family originally came from 
France, and is of French Huguenot stock. 
Four brothers by that name left their native 
home and sought a home in America, but one 



of them never lived to reach his destination. 
The other three located in Berks County, — 
one in Oley township, another in Maxatawny 
township near Kutztown, and the other, Isaac 
Levan, the great-great-grandfather of our 
subject, settled on a farm in Exeter township, 
which has remained in the family since, a 

Eeriod of over 100 years, and is now owned 
y the heirs of Silas Levan, deceased, a 
brother of our subject. On this large tract 
of land the pioneer spent the remamder of 
his life in clearing and cultivating the soil, 
during which time ne experienced many of the 
hardships incident to pioneer life. His son, 
Jacob Levan, the great-grandfather of our 
subject, succeeded to the ownership of the 
homestead, and during his entire life was en- 
gaged in farming. He was the father of 
Abraham Levan, the grandfather ot our sub- 
ject, who was born on the old home farm, 
and became one ot the prominent men of the 
township, and a very prosperous farmer of 
his day. Abraham Levan was united in the 
holy bonds of wedlock with a Miss Bechtel, 
by whom he had three sons and two daugh- 
ters, one of whom was Joseph, the father of 
our subject. 

Josepn Levan was born on the old home- 
stead in 1803, ^"d like his forefathers became 
one of the representative agriculturists of 
the county, and was also engaged in other 
business enterprises which yieloed good re- 
turns. He was a man of more than ordinary 
business qualifications, honest and upright in 
his transactions, and during life accumulated 
a handsome competency. He had a large 
number of friends and was ever^^where 
known and respected as a man of great worth 
and influence in the community. He was an 
unswerving supporter of the principles of 
the Democratic party, but never held office. 
In religious attachment he was a consistent 
member of the Reformed Church, of which he 
held many of the church offices. He formed 
a matrimonial alliance with Caroline Matilda 
Bechtel, a daughter of John Tetter Bechtel, 
by whom he had five sons and one daughter, 
namely : Joseph, who died at an early age ; 
Abraham, a retired farmer of Exeter town- 
ship ; Jacob, whose name appears at the head 
of these lines ; Cyrus, deceased, who was a 
farmer on the homestead ; Nathan, a retired 
farmer of Exeter Township; David, an at- 
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torney of Reading, whose sketch appears 
elsewhere in this Book of Biographies ; and 
a daughter, who died in infancy. 

Jacob Levan was intellectually trained for 
the battles of life in the common schools of 
his native town, and was reared on the farm. 
He was actively engaged in following the 
calling of a farmer until he was forty years 
of age, and was eminently successful, laying 
by enough wealth to enable him to retire at 
that age. He owns a fine farm of 180 acres, 
upon which he lived for many years, but now 
rents. He now resides in the village of 
Jacksonwald, where he has a large number of 
friends, who are numbered almost by his ac- 
quaintances. 

On September 23, 1882, he was united in 
marriage with Elizabeth Kerper, a daughter 
of John Kerper, a farmer 01 Exeter town- 
ship, and they are the parents of the follow- 
ing three children: Caroline Amelia; Jacob; 
and David Paul. Religiously, they are all 
faithful members of the Reformed Church of 
Jacksonwald. Politically, our subject is a 
stanch Democrat, and has twice been a dele- 
gate to county conventions. 



>YtVr\ARCUS LONG. Prominent among 
L I _J the leading farmers of Berks 
r^ I JT County is the gentleman whose 
H -*- V^.^ name heads this brief narrative, 
and who is located on one of the oldest farms 
in Long Swamp township, which consists of 
1 10 acres of rich and productive land. He 
was born on the farm he now tills, May 11, 
1836, and is a son of Aaron and Esther 
(Fritch) Long, both natives of Long Swamp 
township. 

The great-grandfather, Jacob Long, came 
to this country from Saxony, Prussia, and 
settled on a portion of land now owned by 
his great-grandson. He was one of the 
founders of the Reformed Church of the 
township, and a leading citizen. 

Daniel Long, the grandfather of our sub- 
ject, born August 10, 1815, also resided upon 
the farm now owned by our subject, and fol- 
lowed the vocation 01 a farmer all his life. 
Aaron Long, the father, was born on the old 
homestead, and was a tinsmith by trade, but 
followed farming most of the time until his 



death, which occurred October 30, 1883, at 
the age of sixty-eight years. He was joined 
in wedlock with Esther Fritch, who was born 
January 30, 1816, and three children were 
born to them, namely : Marcus, the subject 
of this biographical notice ; Jonas F., born 
September 28, 1837, was married to Eliza 
Wagenhorst, and they now reside in Napa 
County, California; and Daniel George, a 
physician of Reading, this county. The 
mother of our subject died January 20, 1884. 
Marcus Long was educated in the public 
schools of his native township, and during 
his boyhood days he assisted his father in the 
cultivation of tfie farm. Attaining his major- 
ity, he took charge of part of the old home- 
stead, and has successfully carried on farm- 
ing until the present. He also operates a 
grist mill, and carries on stock raising and 
dairying to a large extent. Mr. Long was 
joined m the bonds of matrimony June 4, 
1863, with Eliza Trexler, a native of Long 
Swamp township, and a daughter of Ben- 
jamin and Susanna (Leininger) Trexler, both 
of whom are deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Long 
have reared a family of six children, namely : 
Jennie E. is the wife of Dr. L J. Weida, and 
they are residents of Cambria County, Pa.; 
Emma H. married Charles Long, and resides 
near our subject ; Lilly E. resides at home 
with her parents ; Carrie S. also remains at 
home; Sarah E. is the wife of Charles B. 
Folk, a farmer of Long Swamp township ; 
and Morris A. B. is a student in Jefferson 
Medical College at Philadelphia. Our sub- 
ject has always supported the Republican 
party, and has served as school director in 
all the districts of Long Swamp township for 
eighteen years, and during this time he has 
built fifteen new school houses. He is a 
member of Masonic Lodge, No. 358, of Trex- 
lertown, Pa.; K. of P. of Mertztown ; and a 
member of Long Swamp Grange, No. 1069. 
Mr. Long and family are devoted members of 
the Reformed and Lutheran Churches. 



MOS WEILER is a prominent citizen 
and honored pioneer of Berks County. 
He has been living in this county 
^''•^^^^ all his life, and has assisted ma- 
terially in its development and progress. He 
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is residing in Long Swamp township, and is 
about to retire from the more active duties 
of life. He has acted well his part, and is 
receiving the honor due to those who have 
labored and struggled and accomplished a 
large part of what their ambition stimulated 
them to attempt. He was born on his pres- 
ent farm in Long Swamp township, Novem- 
ber 20, 1 81 7, and is a son of George and 
Saloma (Schaeffer) Weiler, and grandson of 
John Weiler. 

John Weiler came from Oley township to 
Long Swamp township, and took up a tract 
of land, the farm now owned by our subject. 
In addition to farming he operated a distillery. 
George Weiler, the father of our subject, was 
born on the old homestead, where he fol- 
lowed the pursuits of an agriculturist all his 
life. He married Saloma Schaeffer, and a 
family of eleven children was reared. They 
are as follows: Aaron died one year after 
birth ; Amos, our subject; Sarah, the wife of 
Levi Swartz of Hancock, this county ; Mari- 
etta, wife of A. Gouse, a resident of Macungie, 
Pa. ; Saloma Ann, deceased, was the wife of 
Elias Titlow: Eliza Ann, widow of the late 
Thomas Will, a resident of Reading; Mary 
Emelina, widow of the late Peter Haas ; 
Mannoah, proprietor of Hotel Weiler of 
Reading; Hannah Louisa, deceased; Mar- 
garet wedded Edwin Fegley of Upper Ma- 
cungie township, Lehigh County; and one 
that died in infancy. Mr. Weiler died in 
1851. 

Amos Weiler first attended the common 
school and then entered the college at Col- 
legeville. Pa., where he remained two terms. 
Returning home, he took charge of the old 
Trexler homestead, where he has since been 
engaged in tilling the soil. His farm consists 
oi 100 acres of highly improved land, upon 
which he has toiled for nearly a half century, 
and is now about to retire from active work. 
In 185 1 our subject was married to Susanna 
Schantz, a native of Milford township, Lehigh 
County. She is a daughter of Daniel and 
Rebecca (Geisenger) Schantz, both of whom 
are now deceased. Our subject and wife 
reared two children, Ella and Hiram S. Ella, 
born April 28, 1852, is the wife of David S. 
Trexler, and they have three children, namely: 
Jacob A. ; Howard C. ; and Nettie Grace. 
He formerly lived in Long Swamp township. 



but now resides in Adirondack village, where 
he is engaged in dealing in grain, coal and 
lumber. Hiram S., born January 10, 1856, 
married Mary Trexler and now resides in 
Reading, where he conducts the Mansion 
House. Our subject's wife departed from 
this life April 15, 1888. Mr. Weiler strongly 
advocates the principles of the Democratic 
party, and has served as school director, rep- 
resented his district in the State Legislature 
in 1858, and in 1879-80-and 81 he served as 
prothonotary ; he has also been prison in- 
spector of Berks County ; and has served 
as a juryman in the courts of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Weiler is an active member of the Re- 
formed Church. He stands high in the esti- 
mation of the people, and is one of the prom- 
inent citizens of the community in which he 
resides. 



ISAAC H. RAHN, one of the honored 
and highly respected citizens of West 
Leesport, who has been a resident of 
Bern township for the last thirty years, 
and who is now serving as justice of the 
peace, having been elected at every election 
since 1871, was born in Ontelaunee township 
January 9, 1840, and is a son of Adam and 
Sarah (Herbst) Rahn. 

Adam Rahn, the grandfather of our sub- 
ject, was born in Berks County, received a 
common school education, and learned the 
trade of a paper maker, and then engaged in 
the manufacture of paper all his life, also fol- 
lowing the pursuits of farming. He was a 
life-long Democrat. His grandfather. Adam 
Rahn, a native of Germany, in 1752, in com- 
pany with his three brothers, emigrated to 
this country and located in Montgomery 
County ; his other brothers located in Berks 
County ; one of his sons, the great grand- 
father of our subject, was in the Kevolution- 
ary War, and was at Valley Forge when Gen. 
Washington rested his troops there during 
the winter. Adam Rahn, the grandfather of 
our subject, died at the age of seventy-seven 
years. 

Adam Rahn, the father of our subject, was 
born in Ontelaunee township in 1809, and 
was educated in its schools. In his earl)- boy- 
hood days he accepted a position as boatman 
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on the Schuylkill Canal, and finally he pur- 
chased three boats, and carried on a large 
business until the time of his death. He 
was a member of the German Reformed 
Church of West Leesport ; politically, he 
was a strong Democrat. He was a member 
of the I. O. O. F. ot Leesport. He married 
Sarah Herbst, and they reared the following 
children, who grew to maturity, namely : 
William ; Isaac H., the subject of this sketch; 
Sarah ; Lewis; and Adam. Mr. Rahn passed 
from this life at the age of seventy-three 
years. Mrs. Rahn died aged seventy-seven 
years. 

Isaac H. Rahn received his intellectual 
training in the common schools of Ontelau- 
nee township, and from his father he learned 
to work on the boats on the Schuylkill Canal ; 
in the beginning he was driver boy, and 
later he was captain, which position he held 
for seventeen years. In 1855 he attended 
Tremont Seminary at Norristown, Pa., un- 
der Rev. Samuel Aaron ; after leaving that 
school he taught seven terms in Pike town- 
ship and one term in Ontelaunee township. 
He then conducted a general mercantile 
store in Leesport village until 1880. In 1871 
he was elected as justice of the peace, and in 
1880 he sold out his store and devoted his 
entire time to his office and legal business. 
In 1883 he engaged in the lime business at 
Tuckerton, Leesport and West Leesport; 
he soon abandoned his quarry at Tuckprton, 
and now has in his employ some thirty men, 
who are kept constantly at work in the other 
two quarries. 

Mr. Rahn is an unwavering Republican, 
and always does what he can toward the ad- 
vancement of his chosen party. In 1878, 79. 
*8o, he served as prison inspector of Berks 
County ; he has representea his fellow-citi- 
zens in the state council for twenty-two years ; 
and has served on various committees on 
law, appeal and credentials. He is a devoted 
member of the Reformed Church, and has 
served as elder and deacon for several years, 
and is frequently a delegate to the church 
synods. He is a member of the Washington 
National B. & L.; Fidelity B.&L.; Home B.& 
L.; and the Central B. & L. of Reading. For 
thirty years he has been a member and superin- 
tendent of the Sunday School, which com- 
prises some 400 members. He is also leader ot 

13 



the German Bible Class, which is composed of 
eighteen members, whose ages vary from 
forty to eighty years. He is a stockholder 
and a director of the Leesport Knitting Co. 
He is a member of the I. O. O. F. Lodge 
No. 141 of Leesport; Leesport Council, No. 
141, O. U. A. M.; Daughters of Rebecca; 
Daughters of Liberty ; and was state coun- 
cilor of the O. U. A. M. in 1892. August 24, 
1 86 1, he was joined in marriage with Eliza- 
beth H. Haag, a daughter of George K. 
Haag, a justice of the peace of Center town- 
ship, this county. As a result of this union, 
the following children were born to them, 
namely : E. Newton is a telegraph operator ; 
John M. is a fireman of the Philadelphia & 
Reading R. R.; George Adam, foreman of 
the packing department for J. H. Sternbergh 
of Reading ; Clara E., deceased, the wife of 
Francis B. Kauffman, who is a butcher and 
dealer in lime of Leesport ; and Sallie, who 
died at the age of four years. 




R. CALVIN K. CHRISTMAN. de- 

ceased, a physician of skill and 
Qj ability of Reading, was widely 
known throughout Berks County, 
which was his field of labor throughout life. 
He labored hard and earnestly to achieve 
proficiency in his profession, and the large 
and lucrative practice which he enjoyed 
speaks well for the success of his efforts. He 
was ever a dutiful citizen, and his death on 
February 7, 1898. resulting from spinal hem- 
orrhage caused by a fall on January 2, 1898, 
cast a gloom of sadness over his many friends 
and fellow-citizens. 

Dr. Christman was born September 8, 
1847, in Washington township, Berks County, 
and was a son of Thomas and Lydia (Kline) 
Christman. His grandfather, Daniel Christ- 
man, was a son of Philip Christman, who was 
a native of Germany, and came to this 
country in 1777, and located in Berks County, 
where he purchased a farm of 1 13 acres, and 
there passed the remainder of his life. 
Daniel purchased the farm of his father and 
cultivated it until 1845, when he removed to 
Montgomery County. 

Thomas Christman, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born and reared upon this old 
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homestead. He was born March 21, 1822. 
and developed an unusual capacity for busi- 
ness, which led to a very prosperous career. 
He dealt extensively in stock in connection 
with his farming interests. While he was a 
shrewd man of business, his integrity was 
without question, and his services were in 
frequent demand in the settlement of estates. 
He was a deacon and elder in Huberts Re- 
formed Church of Niantic, Pa., of which he 
was one of the founders. In politics he was 
a Democrat, but never an office-seeker. He 
was united in marriage with Lydia Kline, by 
whom he had three children, two of whom 
died in their infancy. 

Dr. Calvin K. Christman, the subject of 
this biographical record, was educated in the 
academies of Boyertown, Quakertown and 
Mercersburg, after which lie entered the 
University of Pennsylvania in 1867, and 
graduated therefrom in March, 1869, in the 
twenty-second year of his age. His first 
location was at Bally, Berks County, where 
he was a general practitioner until 1891, the 
year in which he opened his office in Read- 
ing. In 1889 ^^ returned to the University 
of Pennsylvania and took a special course in 
catarrh and chronic diseases, and upon re- 
turning to his practice made a specialty of 
catarrh, ruptures and kindred ailments, meet- 
ing with merited success. In the treatment 
of rupture he used what is known as the 
Fidelity Method, a much more satisfactory 
and successful mode of treatment than the 
old or radical method in which the knife was 
used. He confined himself entirely to office 
work, and built up a large and desirable 
practice, one of the best in the city of Read- 
ing. The old Christman homestead, pur- 
chased in 1777 by his great-grandfather, was 
in the possession of the Doctor, who prized it 
highly for the many associations witn which 
it was connected. Upon his demise he was 
buried in the Fairview Cemetery, which ad- 
joins the old church at Niantic, which his 
father aided in establishing. 

Dr. Christman was married December 7, 
1878, to Elleanor Evans, a member of two of 
thje oldest families of Chester and Delaware 
Counties. Her father, Thomas Evans, was a 
prominent and influential citizen of Chester 
County, whose ancestors took an active part 
in the American Revolution. Her mother, 



Martha Jane (Cheyney) Evans, was a descen- 
dant of Col. Cheyney of Revolutionary fame, 
and was reared on the Cheyney homestead 
in Delaware County, on land deeded to the 
Cheyneys by the Penns. It is still in posses- 
sion of their heirs, and is noted in history for 
a family burial ground in which repose the 
remains of Col. Cheyney. 

This happy union resulted in the birth of 
three children : Daniel E., born May 26, 1880; 
Mary E., born August 3, 1881 ; and Thomas 
C. K., born April 17, 1887. Socially, our sub- 
ject was a member of Mt. Penn Council, 
Koyal Arcanum, and Imperial Order of 
Heptasophs. Religiously, he was an active 
member of St. Paul's Memorial Reformed 
Church, and was a teacher in the Sunday 
School. He was superintendent ot Christ s 
German Reformed Sunday School at Nian- 
tic for seventeen years. 

Although Dr. Christman enjoyed a lucra- 
tive practice and was surrounded with every 
luxury, yet he was of a quiet and unassum- 
ing nature, easily moved to pity, and, as a 
result, he was often sought alter and as fre- 
quently gave of his means and services to the 
poor and needy, and his generous Christian 
spirit was in the van in the fostering of 
every worthy charitable enterprise; in his 
zeal for doing good to others he gave truly 
as the Bible enjoineth us, '* Let not thy left 
hand know what thy right hand doeth.' An 
eminent divine, in speaking of his demise, 
said : ** This city and community never lost a 
citizen that was more universally missed, for 
the Doctor was indeed a healer of the sick 
and a helper of the poor." Dr. Christman's 
portrait appears on page 262, in connection 
with the aoove account of his life. 




DWIN BUTZ, a representative business 
man of Berks County, and a highly re- 

spected and esteemed citizen of 

Seisholtzvitle, is one of the largest dealers in 
grain, coal and lumber in Long Swamp town- 
ship. He was born in the above township 
June 26, 1840, and is a son of James and 
Mary (Butz) Butz, and grandson of John 
Butz. 

John Butz was born in Lehigh County, 
Pa., and was a son of Samuel Butz, a native 
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of Germany, who emigrated to the United 
States and located in Pennsylvania. The 
father of our subject was born in Upper 
Macungie township, Lehigh County, and 
when he attained his manhood he moved to 
Long Swamp township, Berks County, and 
purchased a larm near Topton and spent the 
rest of his life there, with the exception of 
one year, when he conducted a store in 
Reading. His latter years were spent in re- 
tirement on his farm in Lon^ Swamp town- 
ship, where he died aged sixty-nine years. 
He married Miss Mary Butz, a native of 
Long Swamp township, and they reared 
twelve children, namely : One that died in 
infanc}^ ; Lewis, deceased ; Charles, who lives 
with his brother Ephraim in Topton ; Eliza, 
a resident of Maxatawny township; Edwin, 
our subject; Caroline, the wife of Martin 
Bailey of Hereford township; Sarah, de- 
ceased ; Katie, a resident of Alburtis, Lehigh 
County ; Henry, deceased ; James, deceased ; 
Ephraim, a farmer of Topton ; and William, 
a merchant of Alburtis, Lehigh County. 

Edwin Butz attended the primary schools 
of his native town, and at the age 01 twenty- 
eight years he moved to Red Lion village 
and embarked in the grain, coal and lumber 
business, in which business he has met with 
great success. Prior to his removal to Red 
Lion he managed the farm owned by his 
father. In 1869 he formed a matrimonial al- 
liance with Miss Fienna Miller, a native of 
Red Lion, and a daughter of Harry and 
Sarah (Hunsperger) Miller. Her father, who 
is deceased, was a farmer all his life ; her 
mother is still living, and resides in Red 
Lion. Our subject and wife are the parents 
of five children, who are as follows: James, a 
farmer, married Kate Moll; Mary is the wife 
of James Levan, a laborer residing at Albur- 
tis, Lehigh County ; Agnes, deceased ; Annie 
wedded Clinton Snyder, a butcher of Albur- 
tis; and Harry, who remains at home assist- 
ing his father. Mr. Butz and family are 
members and earnest workers of the Re- 
formed Church of Long Swamp. He ad- 
heres to Republican views in politics, and is 
not a seeker of office. Our subject, in all his 
dealings, has been honest and upright, indus- 
trious and frugal, and enjoys the esteem and 
respect of the community, which are so 
justly his due. 



(2)1 ARRY H. GRING, an enterprising 
^J young business man of Mohnsville, 
^n Cumru township, and the well- 
' V*-^ known proprietor of the Wyomis- 
sing Roller Mills of that place, is a son of 
Reuben T. and Harriet (Hornberger) Gring, 
and was born in Cumru township, Berks 
County, Jul}' 13, 1867. 

Reuben T. Gring was born in Bern town- 
ship, and during his entire life followed the 
occupations of a farmer and miller. In 1870 
he purchased the mill now owned by our 
subject, which was then known as the 
Mohnsville Grist Mill, and successfully op- 
erated it until his death, which occurred in 
1896. He was a Republican, but was not 
ver^ active in politics. He was always an 
active worker m church affairs, and was a 
member of the Reformed Church, of which 
he was deacon for many years. August 2y, 
1849, he formed a matrimonial alliance with 
Bromelia Allenbach, a daughter of Daniel 
and Mary Allenbach of Reading, Pa. Her 
death occurred January 25, 1855, and he was 
again married to Harriet Hornberger, by 
whom he had the following children : Nathan 
E. B., who was born September 29, 1861, 
died October 25, 1866; Emma E. was born 
January 17, 1866, and died on the 14th of 
October following; William H. and Harry 
H., the subject of this biographical sketch, 
were twins; and Ellen, the wile of Isaac S. 
Spatz, a record of whose life appears else- 
where in this book. 

Harry H. Gring obtained his intellectual 
training in the public schools of his native 
town, the D. B. Brunner Business College, 
and in the Keystone State Normal School of 
Kutztown, Pa. In 1888 he learned the trade 
of a miller in the mill of his father, and has 
followed that line of work ever since. He 
continued in his father's mill, and two years 
before the latter's death assumed complete 
charge of the affairs. He has a very lar^e 
patronage, and disposes of all of his output in 
his home district. He does all kinds of 
grinding, and turns out several high grades 
of flour. The property is now known as the 
Wyomissing Roller Mills of Mohnsville. 
Mr. Gring has always been straightforward 
and honest in business transactions, and 
stands high in the estimation of his fellow- 
citizens. 
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On November 29, 1894, he was united in 
marriage with Mary Ann Schweitzer, a 
daughter of Edward and Kate Schweitzer, 
and they have one bright young son, Ed- 
ward B., who was born April 16, 1895, and a 
daughter, Carrie May, born May 13, 1898. 
Politically, he is a Republican, whilst in re- 
ligious belief he is a member of the Reformed 
Church. Socially, he is a member of the 
Mohnsville Lodge, No. 485, Knights of Pyth- 
ias; Camp, No. 211, P. O. S. of A.; Castle, 
No. 137, Knights of the Golden Eagle. 



7^ APT. P. R. STETSON, a prominent 
I QL/ and valued citizen of Reading, is en- 
VJ^ gaged in the coal business in that 

^^ '^ city, and is agent of the Pennsyl- 
vania & Reading Coal Co. Our subject 
traces his ancestral history back to Robert 
Stetson, who was the first of the Stetson 
family to locate in America, and was cornet 
of the first troop of horse raised in Plymouth 
County, Mass. He was a deputy in the Gen- 
eral Courts of England from 1654 until 1678. 
His son Benjamin was born in Situate, Mass., 
in 1641, and was the father of Prince, and 
grandfather of Charles A. Stetson, who was 
the father of Capt. Prince R. Stetson, our 
subject. 

Prince Stetson served throughout the Rev- 
olutionary War, and was a captain under 
General Washington, in the 22d Foot. 
Charles A. Stetson, the father of our subject, 
was born in 1810, and received his schooling 
in the common schools of his native town. 
Attaining his majority, he embarked in the 
hotel business, which business he made his 
life-long occupation. For forty years he con- 
ducted the Astor House of New York Cit^, 
which was the finest hotel in the Metropolis. 
In politics he was formerly a Whig, but upon 
the formation ol the Republican party, he 
became identified with that organization. Mr. 
Stetson was a warm friend of Daniel Webster. 
He was Quarter-Master General ot the State 
of New York under Governor Hunt. 

Capt. P. R. Stetson possesses a good high 
school education, which he received in his 
native city. In 1861 he was appointed first 
lieutenant in the 15th Reg. U. S. Reg. Inf., 
and resigned as captain in 1865. He partic- 



ipated in most of the battles that occurred 
in the march from Chattanooga to Atlanta, 
and was on Gen. Hooker's staff in the March 
to the Sea. At the close of the war our sub- 
ject moved to Reading, Pa., where he became 
treasurer of the Leesport Iron Co., in which 
capacity he served until three years ago, 
when he embarked in the coal business; he is 
a^ent for the Pennsylvania & Reading Coal 
Co. 

Mr. Stetson was postmaster of Reading 
during President Harrison's administration. 
In social circles he is a member of General 
William H. Keim Post, No. 76, G. A. R.; 
Veteran Encampment, No. 43, Loyal Legion; 
and treasurer of Diocese of Central Pennsyl- 
vania. In November, 1863, our subject was 
joined in the bonds of matrimony with Re- 
becca Eckert, a daughter of Isaac Eckert, 
and two children have blessed their happy 
home, namely : Edward ; and Alice, the wife 
of Charles 6. Knapp. Mr. Stetson enjoys 
the well-merited confidence of the com- 
munity, and is doing his share toward the 
building up of the business portion of it. 



B 



R. EDWARD BROBST, the oldest 
medical practitioner of Bern town- 
[QJ ship, is a gentleman whose trained 
abilities and skilled resources have 
brought him into public notice and have won 
lor him the regard, esteem and respect that 
are justly due a man of his usefulness in the 
life of the community. The work of a phy- 
sician, from its innate nature, is of the tcind 
that brings him into the closest relationship 
with the people. The way in which he car- 
ries his heavy responsibilities is ever to the 
public a matter of the most vital importance. 
That Dr. Brobst fully knows the ethics of 
his profession, as well as the teachings, and 
every day of his life lives up to them, admits 
of no discussion. His high standing every- 
where proves his fidelity to his patients' in- 
terests, and his success proves his talents. 
He was born at Rehrersburg, Berks Count}-, 
Pa., September 15, 1833, and is a son of Val- 
entine and Mary (Miller) Brobst. 

Christian Brobst, the grandfather of our 
subject, was an early tavern keeper in Rehr- 
ersburg, this county. He was the father of 
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the following children, namely : Valentine, 
the father of our subject, Michael, Wiliam, 
Henry, and Elizabeth. Christian Brobst died 
at the age of forty years. 

Valentine Brobst was born in Albany town- 
ship, this county, and was educated in a 
[)rivate school ; attaining his majority, he fol- 
owed the trade of a hatter in Kehrersburg, 
Berks County. He was the progenitor of 
three sons and two daughters, namely : Dr. 
Edward, our subject; John A.; James C; 
Sarah, deceased ; and Mary, wife of Frank 
Buch. The father of our subject passed from 
this life in the spring of 1897, at the age of 
eighty-nine years. 

Dr. Edward Brobst remained under the 
parental roof during his early days, and at- 
tencfed the private schools of Orwigsburg, 
Schuylkill County, Pa., and then entered the 
office of Dr. Schoener of Rehrersburg, to 
pursue the study of medicine, and later 
graduated from the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, at Philadelphia, Pa. In the spring of 
1854 he began to practice his profession at 
Danville, Luzerne County, Pa., where he 
remained but one year, when he came to 
West Leesport, where he has since continued 
his practice with great success. Dr. Brobst 
enlisted, in 1863, as a physician and surgeon 
in the Union Army, but soon after his enlist- 
ment he contracted typhoid fever, while at 
Hagerstown, Md., was given a sick leave and 
returned to his home. In December, 1864, 
he re-enlisted as a surgeon in the 143d Reg. 
Pa. Vol. Inf., under the command of Col. 
Dana, and continued in the service until the 
close of the war, when he was mustered out 
at Hart Island, New York Harbor, in June, 
1865. 

Dr. Brobst is a member of the Berks 
County Medical Society ; Huguenot Lodge, 
No. 377, F. & A. M. of Kutztown ; and a 
member of Leesport Lodge, No. 141,1.0. 0.F. 
He was twice married. To his first wife, 
Louisa Zacharias, he was married in 1854, 
and they reared two children : Henrietta, the 
wife of George Filbert; and John, who died 
at the age of one year. After the death of 
his first wife he wedded Sarah Groff, in 1866, 
and as a result of this union one child was 
born, Carrie, the wife of Harry G. Lenhart, 
who is a junior member of the firm S. H. 
Lenhart & Sons, dealers in general merchan- 



dise at West Leesport. Mr. Lenhart is one 
of the popular and rising young business 
men of the town. Our subject served under 
Harrison's administration as pension examin- 
er. Mr. and Mrs. Brobst are both members 
of the Lutheran Church of West Leesport. 



(^>|^DAM H. SAILER, who was one of 
fj\ the most prosperous farmers of Berks 
flTi County, where he was actively en- 
^ ^-^ gaged in farming fpr so many 
years, has been living in retirement on the 
home farm in Exeter township since 1890, ir> 
the quiet and peace of home life, enjoying 
the fruits of a laborious past. He is a son of 
Henry and Sarah (Harm) Sailer, and was 
born m what is now Muhlenberg township, 
then Alsace township, December 4, 1826. 

He comes of French Huguenot stock, and 
his great-grandfather was Philip Sailer, who 
was born in Alsace, France, and came to 
America in the early part of the eighteenth 
century, on account of religious persecution. 
He located at Sixth and Franlclin streets, 
Reading, Pa., where he conducted a meat 
market. He was accompanied to this coun- 
try by two brothers, who located west of the 
Susquehanna River, and all traces of them 
and their descendants have been obliterated. 
His companion in life was a native of Alsace, 
France, and their union was blessed by the 
birth of three sons, namely : Philip, who lost 
his life in the Revolutionary War ; Frederick, 
who followed farming on a farm in Alsace, 
now Muhlenberg township; and Henry, the 
grandfather of our subject. Henry Sailer 
was born in Reading, February 29, 1764, and 
through all his life was engaged in agricul- 
tural pursuits on a farm owned by Governor 
Hiester. He was united in marriage with 
Anna Maria Magdalena Rothenberger, who 
was born December 12, 1770, and they reared 
two sons : Henry, the father of our subject ; 
and John. 

Henry Sailer, the father of our subject, 
was born in Alsace, now Muhlenberg town- 
ship, Berks County, December 16, 1796, and 
worked on the farm with his father, who died 
before middle life. Governor Hiester asked 
him to take charge of the farm made vacant 
by the death 01 his father, but he was a 
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young man without means, and so informed 
the Governor. The latter, in his usual 
brusque manner, replied that he had money 
to loan him to go on with the farming, which 
he did. Mr. Sailer was a hard and industri- 
ous worker, and proved that the Governor's 
confidence in him was not misplaced. He 
returned the money advanced him, from time 
to time, and became a very prosperous man. 
The Governor was so pleased with his work, 
that a few years later, when the larm on 
which the Charles Evans' Cemetery is now 
located, was offered at sheriff sale, he insisted 
upon loaning him the money with which to 
buy the place. After buying the farm he still 
lived upon the Governor's place until the lat- 
ter's death, and cultivated both farms. He 
then moved upon his own property, and be- 
came one of the representative farmers of the 
county. He remained there for a number of 
years, and, after selling the property to 
Charles Evans, moved to Reading, where he 
lived in retirement until his death, which oc- 
curred March 20, 1880. He was a very 
wealthy man, and at the time of his death 
owned eight farms, leaving one to each of his 
eight children. Religiously, he was a con- 
sistent member of the Reformed Church. He 
formed a matrimonial alliance with Sarah 
Hahn, a daughter of Adam Hahn, a farmer 
of what is now Muhlenberg township, and 
they became the parents of six sons and two 
daughters, namely: Sarah, deceased, who 
married the late John H. Mertz, a farmer of 
Richmond township; Adam H., whose name 
appears at the heaa of these lines ; Henry, a 
retired farmer of Muhlenberg township ; 
Samuel, a retired farmer, formerly of Spring 
township, but now of Reading; William, a 
farmer of Oley township ; Franklin, a farmer 
of Amity township ; Solomon, deceased, a 
farmer of Muhlenberg township; and Cath- 
erine, who was twice married, her first hus- 
band being the late William Lauer — her 
second union was with Jeremiah Guldin, a 
retired farmer of Muhlenberg township. 

Adam H. Sailer was reared on the farm, 
and obtained his education in the common 
schools of Reading and at Reading Academy, 
after which be took up that most honorable 
of callings, farming. He was located on the 
home farm until 1864, when his father sold it 
and bought our subject's present farm in 



Exeter township, which consists of 131 acres 
of excellent farm land. Upon his fathers 
death he fell heir to the place, and has since 
resided there. He also bought a fine farm in 
Spring township, which he still owns. He 
inherited his father's excellent business quali- 
fications, and during his active period accu- 
mulated a handsome competency, which 
enabled him to retire in 1890. He is a man 
of strict integrity and honesty, and has a 
large number ot friends throughout the 
county who can testily to his sterling quali- 
ties. 

August 27, 1854, he was united in marriage 
with Mary Ann Gring, a daughter of William 
Gring, a miller of Spnng township, by whom 
he had one son and one daughter, namely : 
Amelia, the wife of James B. Linebach, a 
farmer of Oley township, and they have two 
children who attend Franklin & Marshall 
College of Lancaster, Pa.; and Henry, who 
died in infancy. In religious belief he is a 
member of the Alsace Reformed Church, of 
which he has been deacon and elder. Politi- 
cally, he is a stanch Democrat, and was 
school director of Muhlenberg township for 
nine years, and of Exeter township for six 
years. He was the only one of his family 
who ever sought office, and one of a few who 
ever was elected on his first canvass. He was 
elected clerk of quarter session, and served 
from 1869 to 1872. 



-|f-x R. MILTON A. HENGST, whose 
I — \ reputation as a physician extends 

_|1^^ far and wide over the county, has 
<^"^*"^ been engaged in the practice of 
his profession at Birdsboro since 1878. He 
is a son of Benjamin and Susan (Keller) 
Hengst, and was born on a farm near East 
Prospect, York County, Pa., February 24, 

1844. 

The great-grandfather of our subject was 
a native of Germany, and was an early set- 
tler and farmer of York County. Benjamin 
Hengst, the father of our subject, was born 
in York County, and was engaged in agricul- 
tural pursuits near East Prospect, where he 
also erected and operated a grist and woolen 
mill. He was an mdustrious, energetic man 
and was decidedly successful in business. 
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accumulating considerable wealth in early 
life. However, by his willingness to befrienH 
and help others who were in financial straits, 
he lost a large portion of it. In religious 
belief, he was a Methodist, and generously 
supported that organization. In politics, he 
was in former years a Whig, but during the 
latter years of his life he was a Repubfican. 
He was past eighty-one years of age when 
his life came to a peaceful end in 1886. He 
was joined in the bonds of matrimony with 
Susan Keller, a daughter of the late Peter 
Keller, who was a farmer and distiller of 
apple brandy, residing near East Prospect, 
Pa. This union was blessed with the birth 
of four sons and three daughters, namely : 
Benjamin, who moved to Freeport, 111., when 
a young man, and died a few years later ; 
Henrietta, wife of Henry Schrantz, a resi- 
dent of East Prospect, Pa.; George, a 
farmer living in the vicinity of Wrightsville, 
York County, Pa.; Anna Maria, who married 
James C. rrall of Freeport, 111.; Susan, a 
resident of Freeport, 111., the relict of the 
Rev. U. H. Hershey ; Dr. Milton A., whose 
name heads these lines ; and Dr. David A., 
a practicing physician of Pittsburg, Pa. 

Our subject was reared on the farm and 
attended York County Academy, from which 
he graduated in 1868. He then taught 
school for seven terms, first in York County, 
Pa., and later in Clinton County, Ohio. In 
1873, he took up the study of medicine with 
his brother. Dr. David A. Hengst of Pittsburg, 
where he remained until his brother received 
an appointment as assistant resident physi- 
cian at the Dixmont Insane Asylum near 
Pittsburg. He then discontinued his studies 
for one year, but in 1875 he resumed the 
work of preparing for. the medical profession 
under the tutelage of Dr. J. B. Potteiger of 
Hamburg, Berks County. In 1878 he was 
graduated from Jefferson Medical College of 
Philadelphia, and at once began the practice 
of his profession at Birdsboro, where he has 
since remained. His education in medicine 
has been thorough, and he is eminently quali- 
fied to handle all cases that come up in gen- 
eral practice. He is frank and straightfor- 
ward with his patients, who place great con- 
fidence in his ability. Among his patients 
are some of the best citizens in the commu- 
nity, but being sympathetic and charitable 



he is often called upon to treat the poor 
without hope of returns. 

He was joined in the bonds of matrimony 
with Agnes C. ShoUenberger, a daughter of 
the late Joseph ShoUenberger, who was a 
constable of Hamburg for thirty years and 
also a fashionable tailor, and tney became 
the parents of one son and one daughter: 
Leroy Norwood, a telegraph operator resid- 
ing at home; and Shirley Bell. The Doctor 
is a member of the Berks County Medical 
Society, and has done much to elevate the 
standing of the organization. Socially, he is 
a member of Neversink Lodge, No. 514, I. O. 
O. F. of Birdsboro. In political belieJF, he is 
a Republican, and votes uniformly and con- 
scientiously in behalf of the principles and 
candidates of the party. For two years he 
has filled the office of president of the board 
of health, and has performed his duties faith- 
fully and satisfactorily. 



/J^TeORGE W. WERTZ. The beauti- 
I JT ful Stretch of land lying between the 
VcJ- Susquehanna and Schuylkill Rivers 
is the richest and most fertile in the state of 
Pennsylvania. This section is suitably adapt- 
ed for the flouring industry, as wheat, rye, 
and other grains are raised m abundance, and 
unlike mills in other parts of the state, they 
are not obliged to depend upon the Western 
shipments. Nor are there mills more conven- 
iently located, or more ably managed, than 
the Lebanon Valley Roller Flour Mills of 
Wernersville, which are owned and operated 
by George W. Wertz, the gentleman whose 
name appears at the head 01 these lines, and 
whose portrait is shown in connection with 
this sketch. He is a son of Samuel and 
Maria (Sweigert) Wertz, and was born in 
Harrisburg. Pa., February 25, 1846. 

Samuel Wertz, the fatlier of our subject, 
was born in the Canton of Argua, Switzer- 
land, and there lived until 1834, when he 
sought a home in America. His trade was 
that of a silk weaver, but he did not follow 
it in this country. In 1836 he located in Har- 
risburg, Pa. His first business venture there 
was in the manufacture of cotton laps and 
wadding, and later he operated a flour and 
feed mill. He then turned his attention to 
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agricultural pursuits, which, in connection 
with conducting a hotel, he followed for 
many years. He again was engaged in the 
manufacture of cotton laps, and finally con- 
ducted a flour and feed store in the city of 
Reading. In 1^74 he retired from active 
^business life to spend his declining days in 
the quiet of home life. He was a man or rare 
breadth of mind, and manifested a deep in- 
terest in public affairs. He folded his hands 
in final rest in 1884, at the advanced age of 
seventy-five jrears. He took the marriage 
vows twice, his first wife being Maria Sweig- 
ert, a native of Lancaster County, by whom 
he had six children, namely : Louisa, the 
wife of Amos Price, who is proprietor of a 
sandstone quarry in Berks County; Eliza- 
beth, the wife of Herman Strohecker, both of 
whom are deceased ; George W., the subject 
of this sketch ; Samuel, who was killed at a 
railroad crossing near Reading when he was 
eighteen vears of age ; Edward S., who mar- 
ried Sarah E. Kercher, owns a flour and feed 
mill in Spring township; and Jacob Henry, a 
miller of Pennville, Ina. Mr. Wertz's second 
union was with Catherine Waldenmeyer, and 
they were the parents of two children : Au- 
gustus C, who married Ellen Heilig, is a 
cracker manufacturer and a dealer in flour 
and feed in Reading; and Franklin S., who 
married Emma Weldy, and is a cracker and 
cake manufacturer of Reading. 

George W. Wertz was educated in the 
common schools of his native town, after 
which he learned the trade of a miller in his 
fathers mill, and also the trade of a mill- 
wright, which he followed for some years. 
In 1870 he rented his father's mill on the 
Tulpehocken, which he operated until 1876, 
when he gave it up in favor of his brother, 
Edward S., and moved to Wernersville. He 
purchased the old Hain Mill, which he con- 
ducted successfully until 1891, when the 
property was sold to the state. He immedi- 
ately purchased a 6 acre tract in the center 
of the village, upon which he erected one of 
the best mills in the county, and also a very 
fine residence. The mill is 45 x 65 ft. in 
ground dimensions, three stories and an attic 
high, and is fitted with the very latest and 
best of machinery, which Mr. Wertz consid- 
ers indispensable for turning out a real high 
class grade of flour. It is located on a switch 



of the Philadelphia & Reading R. R., placing 
it in touch with remote markets, and is situ- 
ated on the main roads which lead to the 
highly productive farming districts which 
surround it on all sides. The mill is under 
the efficient management of Robert W. 
Wertz, a son of our subject, and the favorite 
brands manufactured are Wertz's Best, 
Diamond Dust, White Satin, Cream of Wheat 
and Economy, all of which find a ready sale 
in the markets. Mr. Wertz conducts a flour 
and feed store in Reading, and also a coal 
yard. He is a man of more than ordinary 
business ability, honest and upright in all his 
dealings, and is well known and highly re- 
spected all over the county. He is deeply 
interested in the progress of the village of 
Wernersville, and is connected with many 
public enterprises. He is vice-president of 
the Wernersville Water Co., and vice-presi- 
dent of the Lower Heidelberg Live Stock & 
Theft Association. 

He formed a matrimonial alliance with 
Amanda Krick, a native of Berks County, 
and a daughter of Levi and Christian (Hill) 
Krick, and they are the proud parents of 
three children, namely : Robert W., a prom- 
inent young man and manager of his father's 
mill ; Mary D.; and Emma. In religious at- 
tachments, he is a member of the Lutheran 
Church of Wernersville, and at one time was 
an elder. In political belief, he unswervingly 
supports the principles of the Democratic 
party, and has served as justice of the peace 
tor six years, and as notary public for two 
years. Socially, he is a member of Teutonia 
Lodge, No. 367, F. & A. M.; Reading Com- 
mandery. K. T., No. 42 ; Excelsior Chapter ; 
Rajah Temple of the Mystic Shrine ; and 
holds a membership in Lodge No. 835, I. O. 
O. F. of Wernersville. 




R. NATHANIEL Z. DUNKEL- 
BERGER, a gentleman of schol- 
arly attainments, who is thoroughly 
abreast of the times in the advances 
made by medical science, stands in the fore- 
most ranks of the leading physicians and 
surgeons of Berks County, and has a large 
and lucrative practice in Kutztown, and the 
immediate vicinity. He is a son of John L. 
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and Mary (Zimmerman) Dunkelberger, and 
was born in Bethel township, Berks County, 
Pa., August 16, 1864. 

The great-grandfather of pur subject was 
Abraham Dunkelberger, who was bora in 
Center township, this county, where he was a 
life-long resident ; he was a farmer by occu- 
pation. John Dunkelberger, our subject's 
grandfather, was born in Bern township, 
Berks County, Pa., and upon attaining his 
manhood became a resident of Upper Bern 
township, where he spent the remainder of 
his active days ; his vocation also was that of 
a farmer. He married Elizabeth Linderman, 
who bore him a family of twelve children, 
namely: Levi; John L.; William; James; 
Franklin; Samuel; Maria; Fietta; Mary A.; 
Lovina : Katy ; and Anna. 

John L. Dunkelberger, the father of our 
subject, was born in Upper Bern township, 
Berks County, Pa., July 2, 1835, and is now a 
resident of Reading, where he is living in 
retirement. Although reared to agricultural 

f)ursuits, he began life as a shoemaker, and 
ollowed that occupation for four years at 
Bernville, this county ; he then purchased a 
farm in Center township, one mile north of 
Centerport, and began the life of an agricul- 
turist, which occupation he successfully fol- 
lowed until the year 1890, when he retired 
from the more active duties of life. In 1893, 
he became a resident of Reading, where he 
is now spending his latter days in peace and 
comfort. Mr. Dunkelberger is widely known 
throughout the county. In politics he is a 
firm supporter of the Democratic party, and 
has served as school director, judge of elec- 
tions, and in other township offices. Relig- 
iously, he is a member of the Evangelical 
Church. His wife, before her marriage, was 
Mary Zimmerman, a daughter of Daniel Z. 
Zimmerman, deceased, who was a farmer of 
Center township ; her mother was Mary 
Keller, also a native of Center township, 
Berks County. 

Dr. Dunkelberger, after completing the 
course prescribed in the common schools of 
Center township, took such advanced studies 
as Latin, Greek, algebra, geometry, German, 
English, literature, etc., under a private tutor, 
and his study was marked by such progress 
that the instructor advised him to take an 
examination before the county superintend- 



ent, which he declined to do owing to his 
extreme youth, being but fourteen years of 
age at the time. Two years later, however, 
he passed a creditable examination tor teach- 
ers, ranking among the foremost : at seven- 
teen he began teaching, and continued for 
two successive years, when he entered the 
employ of Kline & Pautsch, general mer- 
chants of Centerport. However, preferring 
the school-room to a clerkship, he remained 
at the latter occupation but six months and 
then began to teach in Spring, and subse- 
quently in Center, Bern ana Ontelaunee 
townships, Berks County, and at West Earl, 
Lancaster County, a period of six years in 
all. He met with much success and was 
frequently importuned to accept another 
term by the directors, but always refused, as 
he wished to locate in as many places as pos- 
sible and establish a large acquaintanceship 
in Berks and adjoining counties. Having 
decided upon a medical career, he then 
assiduously devoted himself to study with 
that end in view. He read medicine in the 
office of Dr. A. A. Stamm of Centerport, 
now of Mohnsville, after which he took a 
course of one year in the University of Ver- 
mont, and still later a two years' course in 
the Medico-Chirurgical College of Philadel- 
phia, from which he was graduated April 10, 
1890. In addition to the ordinary course, he 
took a special course in diseases of the eye, 
ear, nose and throat and diseases of women. 
Upon examination, he received a prize of 
$50.00 for standing first in the class, and a 
special diploma in surgery. He took natu- 
rally to the profession and became thoroughly 
competent to handle the most complicated 
of cases. April 9. 1890, out of 300 applicants, 
he was one of the sixteen to successfully pass 
the examination before the State Board of 
Examiners, and received an appointment to 
the staff of physicians in the Philadelphia 
Hospital. He was assigned the duties of 
that position on August i, 1890, but declined, 
in order to locate at Kutztown. He has 
since demonstrated his wisdom in choice of 
fields, for although that town was well sup- 
plied with skilled physicians, our subject 
immediately sprang mto favor and acquired 
a good practice, which has increased with 
such rapidity that he finds few moments of 
his own. Soon after locating there, he be- 
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came correspondent of the Reading Eagle, 
but owing to lack of time he was obliged 
to give it up. Although he makes a specialty 
of diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat, 
his general practice is enormous, and it is 
doubtful if any other physician in the county 
of his years occupies as high a position in 
the confidence and esteem of tne people. 
He has a true sense of professional honor, 
alwa)'s treating his contemporaries with fair- 
ness, thereby gaining their highest regard 
and best wishes, He has ever discharged 
the obligations of a dutiful citizen, and is a 
true friend and good neighbor. 

Dr. Dunkelberger was united in marriage 
with Anna Laura Dunkle, a daughter of Sol- 
omon G. and Sarah Dunkle of Ontelaunee, 
Berks County, and they are the proud par- 
ents of three bright and interesting children : 
May Bright; LeRoy; and AnnaLaila. Re- 
ligiously, they are faithful members of the 
Lutheran Church. He is a Democrat in his 

Colitical affiliations, and is a school director, 
eing secretary of the board. He was also a 
member of the board of health for five years 
and served as its president. Socially, he is a 
member of Huguenot Lodge, No. 377, F. & 
A. M.; has been treasurer for the last six 
years of Adonai Castle, No. 70, Knights of 
the Golden Eagle ; has been treasurer of 
Chas. A. Gerasch Council, No. 1004, Junior 
Order of the United American Mechanics 
for four years ; and is a member of Camp No. 
128, Patriotic Order Sons of America. 



/STeORGE J. KLOPP, who, in partner- 
I JT ship with his brother-in-law, J. U. 
VcU- Hain, is proprietor of the Spring 
Creek Woolen Mills in Lower Heidelberg 
township, is a son of William A. and Sarah 
(Ulrich) Klopp, and was born in Stouchsburg, 
Berks County, September 13, 1869. 

The great-grandfather of our subject was 
John Klopp, who lived in North Heidelberg 
township, and married Sarah Kintzer. She 
died April 9, 1843, ^^id her husband survived 
her many years, dying July 4, 1864. They 
were the parents of Jonathan Klopp, the 
grandfather of our subject, who was born in 
Marion township. He lived there nearly all 
his life and followed the trade of a tailor for 



many years, but during his latter years was 
a merchant and farmer. He was a man of 
high principles, and was well known all over 
the county. He married Hannah Mayberry, 
a native of Pine Grove, Pa., by whom he 
had the following children : William A., the 
father of our subject; Mary Louise, de- 
ceased, was the wife of David Matthew ; 
Benneval, who died at the age of forty-nine 
years, married Sallie Williams, and they 
reared one son, George, an artist of the city 
of Philadelphia ; Sarah, who married Frank- 
lin J. Wenrich of Marion township ; Rebec- 
ca, who died January 29, 1882, at the age of 
forty-two years, was the wife of John Lape ; 
Samuel, a cigar manufacturer of Richland, 
Pa., married Elizabeth Seibert ; Hannah P., 
married Samuel Hanley, and lives in Lebanon, 
Pa.; and Clara W., who died in 1893. Mr. 
Klopp was called Home in 1866, at the age 
of fifty-six years, and his wife joined him in 
1883, a^ed sixty-seven years. 

William A. Klopp, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born at Millersburg, Pa., December 
25, 1830, but when he was about two years of 
age he moved to Stouchsburg with his pa- 
rents. He learned the trade 01 a tailor from 
his father and followed it all his life. He 
bought the first sewing machine used in this 
section of the county, for which he paid the 
sum of $125.00. It was a Singer, and for that 
make, in connection with the Domestic, he 
was agent in the county. He followed 
the trade of a tailor for fifty-two years, or 
until November 11, 1897, when he retired 
from active business and moved to Wemers- 
ville, where he still resides. Religiously, he 
is a member of the Reformed Church. He 
was united in marriage with Sarah Ulrich, 
who was born in North Heidelberg town- 
ship, October 9, 1830, by whom he had four 
children, namely : one who died in infancy : 
Lillie, the wife of Rev. George W. Gerhard 
of Hamburg, this county, by whom she is the 
mother of one son, Earl Klopp; Mary M., 
who died August 20, 1890, at the age of 
twenty-eight years, was the wife of J. U. 
Hain of Lower Heidelberg; and George J., 
in whom the interest of this sketch centers. 

George J. Klopp, after taking the required 
course in the common schools of Stouchs- 
burg. attended the West Chester State Nor- 
mal School, and later attended the Inter- 
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State Commercial College at Reading, grad- 
uating from the latter institution January 11, 
1889. He then remained at home for a period 
of eight months, after which he accepted a 
position as clerk for the Pennsylvania Brown 
Stone Company in Hummelstown, Pa. At 
the expiration of ten months he became asso- 
ciated with his brother-in-law as proprietor 
of the Spring Creek Woolen Mills, and he has 
followed that line of business since. The 
firm was organized in October, 1890, and 
has had an ever increasing trade. They 
manufacture all kinds of woolen goods, blank- 
ets, and stocking yarn, which are shipped to 
Philadelphia and New York City. It com- 
pares favorably with any like industry in the 
county, and tfiey employ about eleven men 
the year around. He is a young man in bus- 
iness circles, but has been decidedly success- 
ful, and owns a fine residence in the village 
of Wernersville. He is public-spirited and 
has done all within his power to aid in the 
advancement of the interests of the village. 
In 1895, he was one of the main organizers of 
the Citizen's Hose Co. of Wernersville, of 
which he is president, and a member of the 
building committee. He is also secretary 
and treasurer of the Wernersville Water Co. 
On June 7, 1893, he formed a matrimonial 
alliance with Bessie Ann* Webber, a daughter 
of George L. Webber, a coal and lumber deal- 
er of Sinking Springs, Pa. Religiously, our 
subject is a member of the Tulpehocken Re- 
formed Church, and his wife is a member of 
Wernersville Lutheran Church. In his po- 
litical belief, he is a member of the Republi- 
can party. Socially, he is a member of Camp 
No. 237, P. O. S. of A. of Stouchsburg; Lex- 
ington Commandery, No. 2, of Reading; I. 
O. O. F. Lodge, No. 835, of Wernersville; 
and Mt. Penn Commandery of Reading. 



If- 



ILLIAM J. ROURKE. Prominent 
among the leading attorneys of the 
city of Reading stands the gentle- 
man whose name heads these lines, and who 
has for many years served efficiently in the 
capacity of city solicitor. He comes from a 
family of Irish descent, and was born to John 
and Grace (McAnulty) Rourke, September 
II, 1859. 



John Rourke, the father of our subject, 
was born in Ireland, and after his marriage 
came to the United States, in 185 1, to seek a 
home and fortune in a new country. He at 
once located in Reading, where he has ever 
since followed the trade of a mill worker. 
As a result of his union with Grace McAnulty, 
a family of children was born, of whom Wil- 
liam J. is the only one now living. 

William J. Rourke was intellectually equip- 
ped for the battles of life in the public schools 
of Reading, graduating from the high school 
department June 24, 1876, after which he was 
employed in a drug store a short time. On 
May 8, 1877, he began the study of his chosen 
profession, that of law, under the preceptor- 
ship of Peter D. Wanner, a well-known lawyer 
of the city of Reading, and was admitted to 
the Berks County Bar, November 22, 1880. 
His successful career began in that city im- 
mediatel)' after, and he nas remained there 
since. He has made a specialty of municipal 
practice for the past fourteen years, and his 
success has been greater than his fondest ex- 
pectations. In his political affiliations he is a 
firm supporter of the principles of the Demo- 
cratic party, and on February 23, 1885, he 
was elected citv solicitor, and his great popu- 
larity and ability to perform the duties of 
that office are demonstrated by the fact that 
he held it continuously until June 4, 1895. 
At that time the city councils became Repub- 
lican, and remained such until May 3, 1897, 
when the Democrats again came into power, 
and our subject was called back to his former 

fosition, which he has since faithfully held. 
le has frequently served as a delegate to 
city, county and state conventions, always 
creditably and in a manner satisfactory to his 
constituents. From 1890 to 1893 he was as- 
sistant to W. Oscar Miller, who was at that 
time district attorney. In shrewdness and 
general business ability he has few superiors 
in this county, and his honesty and frankness 
have made him a favorite with his fellow- 
citizens and fellow-members of the bar. 

On October 25, 1884. Mr. Rourke was 
united in hymeneal bonds with Lizzie Yocom, 
a woman of many estimable traits of charac- 
ter, and a daughter of N. S. Yocom of Berks 
County, by whom he became the father of 
three children, namely : . Grace, who was 
born July 2y, 1885; William, born January 
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27, 1888; and Helen, born March 14, 1893. 
Fraternally, Mr. Rourke is a member of the 
Mt. Penn Council, Royal Arcanum. As 
a well-known and able attorney of Read- 
ing, whose life has been a marked success, it 
gives us pleasure to present Mr. Rourke's 
portrait on a preceding page, in connection 
with the above outline of his life. 



'^[DWARD GANTER. a representative 
KJ of a family that has been distinctively 
*^ — typical of the thrift, push, and 
frugality of the German people, to whom 
the progress and prosperity of the great 
Keystone State owes so much, is the subject 
of this biographical record, who is the popu- 
lar proprietor of the Lafayette Hotel on 
Franklin street, Reading. He is a son of 
Joseph A. and Theresa A. (Bucher) Ganter, 
and was born in Reading, February 17, 1868. 
The founder of the Ganter family in 
America and the father of our subject was 
Joseph A. Ganter, who was born in Baden- 
Baden, Germany, and there resided until he 
had attained manhood. When he realized 
that America furnished better advantages 
for a young man to make a success of 
life than did the thickly populated German 
Empire with its inferior economic conditions, 
he came to this country in 1848 and located 
in Reading, Berks County, Pa. Shortly 
after he secured employment with the 
Mcllvain Company as an ordinary laborer, 
lor he did not have the advantages of a 
trade. He continued in that capacity for a 

Eeriod of eight years, during which time by 
is faithfulness to every task entrusted to 
him he so won the confidence and respect 
of his employers as to secure the position 
of driver, which was considered a better 
position. The company's faith in him was 
unbounded and they persuaded him to pur* 
chase a home from them on the installment 
plan. The property was one of the old land 
marks of the city, and was located on North 
Eighth street, near the junction. He con- 
tinned faithfully in their employ until failing 
health compelled him to seek lighter work, 
and he removed to that portion of the city 
known as Ricktown, where he was one of 
the first to locate, and for a time it was a 



controverted question whether it should be 
called Ricktown or Gantertown. He located 
on Hamilton street, where he founded and 
conducted the first hotel in that section, and 
the only one for many years. He remained 
at that location until his business had so ex- 
panded as to require more commodious 
quarters, when he moved to the corner of 
Schuylkill avenue, Front and Hamilton 
streets, and there conducted the Hamilton 
House until his retirement. He then moved 
to No. 213 North Ninth street. Reading, 
where he lived in the midst of a devoted 
family and a large circle of friends until his 
demise. He was a man possessed of great 
enterprise and energy, ana was successful in 
whatever business ventures he undertook. 
Not content with his success in the hotel 
business, he looked about for other fields of 
activity. Perceiving a good opening for 
building speculations, he entered vigorously 
upon ventures along that line, aiding greatly 
in developing his section of the city. His 
success as a business man is amply evidenced 
by the fact that when he came to this coun- 
try his only stock in hand was industr}', 
pluck and tenacity, and by the exercise of 
these powers he accumulated a handsome 
fortune, and gave each of his children a very 
liberal start in life. One ol his strongest 
traits, — and he had many strong ones, — was 
his love and interest in his family. His 
greatest ambition was to see the members of 
his family set up in business and on the high- 
way to success, and his aid was not confined 
to a good example and encouraging words, 
for he gave them liberal financial support as 
well. Unlike most men, he did not believe 
in waiting until after death for his estate to 
be devised, for he would be deprived of the 
pleasure of its appreciation and giving advice 
as to how it should be used : hence at dif- 
ferent times he would call his children to- 
gether and give them richly of his accumu- 
lations, and upon the last occasion of the 
kind he presented each with a check of 
$1,000 on the First National Bank of Read- 
ing. Mr. Ganter was joined in wedlock with 
Theresa A. Bucher, and they became the 
happy parents of six sons and three daugh- 
ters, namely, in order of age : Benjamin ; 
Lena.; Francis X.; Franklin; Rosa; Joseph 
B.; Theresa; Edward; and Charles. A re- 
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markable incident which has seldom been 
recorded in any family is that the two oldest 
children, Benjamin and Lena, were married 
upon the same day, and the three youngest, 
1 heresa, Edward and Charles, were likewise 
married at the same hour of the same day. 

Edward Ganter, the subject of this sketch, 
was educated in the public schools of Read- 
ing, after which he learned the trade of a 
cigar maker under the direction of his 
brother, Franklin, it being his intention to 
engage in the manufacture of cigars in part- 
nership with him. After serving four years 
of apprenticeship, however, he entered the 
employ of other factories as superintendent 
ana was thus engaged until IVfay 15, 1892, 
when he embarked in the hotel business. 
He purchased the Lafayette Hotel on Frank- 
lin street, one of the oldest and most reliable 
hostelries in the city, and has since been 
located there. His success was immediate, 
and he now has one of the best patronized 
houses in Reading ; the property he has 
renovated and improved from time to time 
to keep apace with his ever increasin^g busi- 
ness, and in point of neatness and efficiency of 
service the hotel is unsurpassed. Mr. Ganter 
is an ideal landlord, kind and considerate of 
the comfort of his guests, and is a genial and 
pleasant companion. In addition to his hotel 
business, he is largely interested in real 
estate and building enterprises of Reading. 
On May 5, 1892, Mr. Ganter was united in 
hymeneal bonds with Emma Shade, a woman 
of true, virtuous character, and a daughter 
of Ignatius Shade of Reading. 



m 



ex- 



ILLIAM SHAFFNER, who is 
tensively engaged in the manufac- 
ture of cigars in the village of 
Womelsdorf, Heidelberg township, is one of 
the progressive and enterprising men of the 
village, and is well known throughout the 
county. He is a son of Jacob and Amelia 
(Leiss) Shaffner, and was born in the village 
of Host, this county, July 21, 1863. 

Jacob Shaffner, the father of our subject, 
was born in New Holland, Pa. January 23, 
1 83 1, and lived there until he was thirteen 
years of age, when he came to Berks County 
with his brother. He received employment 



as clerk in a store until 1851, when he went 
to California, Pa., and later to Marysville, 
where he was engaged in mining for some 
time, after which he conducted a dairy. He 
followed that line of business until 1855, when 
he became a partner with his brother in a 
mercantile business at Host, and later he 
purchased his brother's interest ; he has since 
conducted that establishment, and is one of 
the leading business men of Tulpehocken 
township. He also operates a lime kiln at 
Host. In his political belief, he is a stanch 
Democrat and an active worker in the inter- 
ests of the party. He has been postmaster 
of Host ever since that office was first started. 
He was one of the organizers and is now a 
director of the Reading Fire Insurance Co. 
August 30, 1855, he was united in the holy 
bonds of wedlock with Amelia Leiss, who was 
born in Host, and they became the parents of 
five children, William, the subject of this 
biographical sketch, being the only one now 
living. 

William Shaffner attended school at Mil- 
lersville and at Media, after which he re- 
ceived an appointment as secretary of the 
committee for the election of the president, 
vice-president, and members of congress, in 
1887. Four years later, he moved to Wom- 
elsdorf and purchased the Smith property, 
which he remodeled and improved, and oegan 
the manufacture of cigars. He makes the Le 
Panto, Straightforward, La Espremia, the 
Daughter of Cuba, and many other popular 
brands, which have had such large sales that 
it has been necessary to increase the force of 
workmen from time to time, and he now em- 

Eloys about fifty men the year around. He 
as an output of about two-million cigars per 
year, and although he has a large local trade, 
the most of them are shipped South and West. 
He is honest and upright, shrewd and calcu- 
lating in all his transactions, and he is richly 
deserving of the success with which he is 
meeting. 

March 27, 1896, he was united in marriage 
with Julia Fidler, a native of Womelsdorf, 
and a daughter of Harry S. and Fanny 
(Smith) Fidler, the former of whom is a coal 
and grain dealer of Womelsdorf. Our sub- 
ject and his estimable wife are the parents of 
one daughter, who was born May 29, 1897. 
Mr. Shaffner is a firm supporter of the prin- 



Digitized by 



Google 



28o 



BOOK OF BIOGRAPHIES 



ciples of the Democratic party in his political 
affiliations, and served as register of wills and 
clerk of the Orphan's Court for three years. 
He had many influential opponents for that 
position, but was elected by a large majority. 
He has also been a delegate to county and 
state conventions a number of times. He and 
his wife are attendants of the Reformed 
Church. He is a member ot the Patriotic 
Order Sons of America ; and ot the Knights 
of the Golden Eagle. 




I MANUEL BERGER, whose family has 
been connected with the agricultural 
interests of Berks County for a 
century and a half, is now living in retire- 
ment on his farm of 152 acres, located in 
Upper Tulpehocken township, Berks County, 
Pa. He was born in the house in which he 
now lives, Jan. 27, 1836, and is a son of 
George and Catherine (Boltz) Berger. 

Herbert Berger, the great-grandfather of 
our subject, a native of Germany, upon emi- 
grating to America settled on the farm now 
owned by our subject; in 1867 he built the 
house in which our subject resides, and car- 
ried on farming all his life. Christian Ber- 
ger, the grandmther of our subject, was born 
in our subject's present house, and remained 
there all his life, following the pursuits of an 
agriculturist. George Berger, our subject's 
father, was born September 24, 1810, on the 
old homestead, where he remained through- 
out his entire life, engaged in farming. He 
was united in marriage three times. His 
first wife was Catherine Boltz, who bore him 
two children, who were named as follows: 
Sarah Ann, who died in 1889, ^^^ ^^^f^ ^^ 
Benjamin Himmelberger, who is also de- 
ceased ; and Emanuel, the subject ot this bi- 
ographical sketch. liis second wife was the 
widow of a Mr. Feick, and upon her death 
he formed a third marriage with Mrs. Mary 
Sunday. The father of our subject passed 
from this life August 24, 1890. 

Emanuel Berger received his education in 
the common schools of his native township, 
and, in 1859, went West and located in Mc- 
Lean County, 111., where he engaged in the 
cultivation ot the soil until 1862, when he re- 



turned to the old homestead in Berks County, 
where he is classed among the leading farm- 
ers of his vicinity. He is now about to 
retire from the active duties of life, and 
the old homestead is in charge of his son 
Benjamin. 

On December 10, 1864, Mr. Berger was 
married to Christina Sunday, a daughter of 
Benjamin and Mary (Balthaser) Sunday, both 
of whom are now deceased. Seven children 
resulted from this union, as follows: George, 
a resident of this county, was wedded to 
Lillie Mangel; Kate is the wife of Jerome 
Rutter of Upper Tulpehocken township ; 
Benjamin was united in wedlock with Mary 
Potteiger; Henry is a miller of Jefferson 
township ; Mary, deceased ; Amos is also a 
miller of Jefferson township : and Sall3% the 
wife of Samuel Feick, both of whom now re- 
side with our subject. In politics Mr. Ber- 
ger is a stanch Democrat, and has served as 
judge of elections, school director, and in 
several minor township offices. In religious 
views he is an active member of the Re- 
formed Church ; his wife is a member of the 
Lutheran Church. Mr. Berger is an honor 
to his vocation, and is held in high esteem by 
his neighbors and many acquaintances. 



EV. MORIS H. BRENSINGER. 

who has been pastor of the German 
Reformed Church of Fleetwood 
since 1889, is a son of William and 
Catherine (Adam) Brensinger, and was born 
in Alburtis, Lehigh County, September 10, 
1864. 

William Brensinger, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born in Weisenbur^, Pa., but moved 
to Alburtis, where he was engaged in farm- 
ing for many years. He is now livings a re- 
tired life at the home of our subject at 
Fleetwood. He was united in marriage with 
Catherine Adams, and they reared five chil- 
dren, namely : Oscar, a pamter by trade, who 
married Ellen Nuss, ancl makes his home at 
Allentown, Pa.; Rev. Moris H., in whom the 
interest of this sketch centers; Lizzie, the 
wife of George Kocher, a painter by trade 
and a resident of Allentown ; Howard, who 
married Kate Newmoyer, is a silk weaver of 
Allentown ; and Ella, the wife of Oswen Bit- 
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tenbender, who is employed in the wire mills 
at Allentown. 

Rev. Moris H. Brensinger attended the 
common schools of Alburtis, after which he 
took a course in the Keystone State Normal 
School at Kutztown, where he was prepared 
for college. He then entered the sophomore 
class at Heidelberg- University, in Tiffin, 
Ohio, and graduated from that institution in 
the class of 1887. He then took a course of 
two years at the theological school at Col- 
legeville, and after graduation located at 
Fleetwood, where he nas since had charge of 
the German Reformed Church. He also has 
charge of the Reformed Churches at Blan- 
don, Mertztown and Trexlertown, all of 
which are in good condition, financially. On 
Sabbath mornings and afternoons he delivers 
his sermons in the German language, but in 
the evenings he speaks in English. Under 
his skillful guidance, the membership of the 
churches have increased greatly, and there 
are 225 members now enrolled in the German 
Reformed Church at Fleetwood. He is a 
true Christian gentleman, alike in his treat- 
ment of rich and poor, and is dearly loved by 
every member of nis congregation and others 
whom he has befriended in their troubles, 
for he does not confine his charity to the 
bounds of his own parish. Our subiect owns 
a fine home on Main street, which he pur- 
chased of Daniel Schaeffer, and is one of the 
most prominent citizens of Fleetwood. 

May 19, 1888, he married Ellen J. Butz, a 
daughter of William Butz, deceased, who 
was a farmer of Alburtis, Lehigh County. 
This union was blessed by the birth of three 
children, whose names are as follows : Ger- 
trude, who was born March 19, 1889; Ruth, 
February, 1893; and Naomi, February 10, 
1895. Socially, he is a member of the Knights 
of the Golden Eagle ot Fleetwood. 




I D WARD K. BOHN. As a representa- 
tive of that class of worthy citizens 
'who have followed with success the 
pursuits of agriculture in Berks County, en- 
during toil and hardships without complaint, 
and are now able to pass the sunset of life in 
peace and quiet, enjoying the accumulations 
of a laborious and honorable past, is the gen- 



tleman whose name heads this notice, and 
who is at present residing in Heidelberg 
township. He was born in Spring township, 
Berks County, Pa., May 4, 1835, and is a son 
of Adam and Hannah (Krick) Bohn. 

Adam Bohn was born in Bern township, 
and lived there until 1840, and then moved 
to North Heidelberg township, where he en- 
gaged in farming the rest of his life. He was 
joined in wedlock with Hannah Krick, a na- 
tive of Spring township, and they reared a 
family of eight children. They are as fol- 
lows: one that died in infancy; Edward K., 
the subject of this sketch ; Matilda died be- 
fore reaching maturity ; Mary Ann ; Amelia, 
deceased ; Sarah C; Rebecca, the wife ot 
Frank Moyer, who is in the cold storage 
business at Philadelphia; and Adam, who 
married Otillia Lengel, and now lives on the 
old Bohn homestead in Heidelberg town- 
ship, — they have one son, Nathaniel, who is 
at present assisting his father in the work 
about the farm. Mr. Bohn passed from life 
on his farm March 17, 1893. Mrs. Bohn 
died June 16, 1892. 

Edward K. Bohn received his primary 
education in the common schools of Heidel- 
berg township, and then spent one year at 
Washington Hall, in Trappe, Montgomery 
County. He then returned to the old home- 
stead, where he remained twenty-three years, 
when, in 1882, he purchased his present farm, 
which consists of 187 acres of highly im- 

f)roved land. He successfully carried on 
arming until a few years ago, when he re- 
tired from active work. 

March 10, 1858, our subject and Catherine 
Warnes were happily united in marriage. 
She was born in Wayne County, Ohio, April 
15, 1845, ^^^ ^s a daughter of George and 
Mary (Wincklepleck) Warnes. Her father, 
who was a farmer all his life in Holmes 
County, Ohio, died in 1847, ^"d his widow 
then wedded William Zeitler, and both are 
now deceased. As a result of the first union 
two children were born, namely: Catherine, 
our subject's wife ; and Angeline, the wife of 
Henry Briel. To her second husband she 
bore two children: Clara I., who married 
Levi Fightner,an ex-postmaster and a grocer 
residing in Wayne County, Ohio ; and David, 
who is also a resident of the state of Ohio. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bohn reared a iamily of nine 
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children, whose records are given below : 
George W., who was born May 23, 1859, died 
September 8, 1873. Milton, born September 
7, i860, married Charlotte Ake, and they now 
reside in Norfolk, Va., where he is engaged 
in mining and slate roofing. He is a gradu- 
ate from Muhlenberg College in the class of 
1883, and afterwards taught seven years in 
the Pennsylvania State College ; he is the 
father of three children, — Catherine Mary, 
Richard Ake and Edward Howe. Daniel 
was born October 25, 1861, and graduated 
from the Reading Business College in 1882, 
and then attended the Keystone otate Nor- 
mal School at Kutztown ; he wedded Lizzie 
Lamm, and they are the parents of two chil- 
dren, — Bertha C. and Henry E. Henry, 
D. D. S., was born September 25, 1865, and 
was educated at Trappe College and the 
University of Pennsylvania ; he is now prac- 
ticing his profession in Reading, his office 
being located at No. 34 North Ninth street ; 
he married Jennie VVartman. Mary was 
born February 24, 1867, and wedded Frank 
Hill ol Chester County, Pa.; one child blessed 
their home, — Milton. Wellington, born Sep- 
tember I, 1 86S, graduated from the Pennsyl- 
vania State College in 1892 as an electrical 
engineer ; he resides at home, and makes a 
specialty of raising fine chickens. Elizabeth, 
born November 19, 1872, is a dressmaker, 
and resides at home. Edward, born Septem- 
ber 18, 1875, graduated from the University 
of Pennsylvania June 9, 1897, and also prac- 
tices dentistry with his brother in Reading. 
Amelia, the youngest child of our subject, 
was born October 8. 1876, was educated in 
the Keystone State Normal School at Kutz- 
town, and resides at home with her parents. 
Mr. Bohn takes an unusual amount of in- 
terest in local and general politics, and, al- 
though he is a strong Democrat, he always 
votes for the best man. He was elected as 
school director, and held that office for a term 
of ten years. Our subject has organized 
every Grange in Berks County except one, 
and is a member of Grange No. 551, 
Welcome Home of Robesonia, and has been 
past master since 1876. He and his wife are 
members of the Reformed Church ; and 
our subject was deacon in the church for 
many years, and also served in the capacity 
of elder. 




RS. ISAAC S. AND OSCAR B. 
HERBEIN, who are highly re- 
spected citizens of Strausstown, 
have a large and lucrative practice, 
which will compare favorably with that of 
any other physicians in Upper Tulpehocken 
township. Dr. Isaac S. Herbein, who has 
been engaged in practice there for about 
thirty-five years, was born in Bern township, 
Berks County, December 24, 1835, and is a 
son of John and Maria Herbein. 

During his early life he learned the trade 
of a carpenter, which he followed in many of 
the states in the South and West. In 1857 
he removed to Philadelphia from the West, 
and embarked in the grocery business, in 
which he continued until 1802. He subse- 
quently took up the study of medicine at 
Jeflerson Medical College, from which he 
graduated in 1865, and received his certificate 
to practice. He immediately after entered 
upon a practice at Strausstown, where he has 
since been an important member of the com- 
munity. 

In 1863 he was united in hymeneal bonds 
with Kate Batteiger, a daughter of Jacob and 
Charlotte Batteiger, of Upper Tulpehocken, 
both of whom are now deceased, and two 
children have blessed this happy union, 
namely : Deborah, whose bright young life 
came to a close at the age ot twenty-three 
years, was married to George J. Kerr, a 
postal clerk on the Lebanon Valley R. R., 
who was again married to Sallie Weber; and 
Oscar B., one of the gentlemen whose names 
head this sketch. In his political affiliations 
he is a Democrat, and has served as justice 
of the peace for ten years, and also as school 
director for a period of nine years. Relig- 
iously, he is a member of the Reformed 
Church. Dr. Herbein has a beautiful resi- 
dence on Main street in Strausstown, and 
his office is situated close by, where he or his 
son may be found at all times. 

DR. OSCAR B. HERBEIN was bom in 
Strausstown, February 7, 1869, and obtained 
his intellectual training in the public schools. 
Beginning with the year 1886 he taught 
school for three terms, and proved himself 
an able instructor. In 1893 he decided upon 
a medical career, and became a student at 
the Jefferson Medical College oi Philadel- 
phia, from which he was graduated in 1896, 
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immediately tnereafter entering into partner- 
ship with his father. For one of his years, 
he has been remarkably successful in the 
treatment of different diseases, and has a ^ood 
practice. He is a congenial and sociable 
young man, and is very popular with his 
lellow-citizens. 

May 24, 1891, he was united in marriage 
with Lrizzie Keim, a daughter of Abraham 
and Sarah (Mengel) Keim, the former of 
whom was formerly a farmer of Maiden 
Creek township, but now resides in Upper 
Tulpehocken. Politically, Dr. Herbein takes 
an active interest in the success of the Demo- 
cratic party. Socially, he is president of 
Camp No. 664, P. O. S. of A., of Strausstown ; 
a member of Strausstown Lodge, No. TJ, 
I. O. O. F., of which he is assistant secretary; 
and a member of the Protective Association 
of Worcester, Mass. Religiously, he adheres 
to the faith of the Reformed Church, as did 
all of the Herbein family except his mother, 
who is a faithful member of the Lutheran 
Church. 



-AMES D. WENZ, a stone cutter 
and sculptor, residing in Centerport, 
Berks County, Pa., was born in Kutz- 
town, this county, December 17, 1864, 
and is a son of Philip and Malinda (Dieter) 
Wenz. 

The grandfather of our subject was born 
in Baden, Germany, and was a stone cutter 
by trade. He was a member of the Lutheran 
Church. Upon his death his wife emigrated 
to the United States. They were the parents 
of a family of children, one of whom was 
Philip, the father of our subject, who was 
born in Baden, Germany, December 11, 1828. 
He is a man possessed of a fine education, 
and is very fond of reading, especially the 
Bible, and is a close observer of human 
nature. He is perhaps the best Bible scholar 
in Berks County, and has read the Bible 
through many times. By trade he is a stone 
cutter and sculptor, which trades he learned 
in Germany. He came to the United States 
when a young man and located in Easton, 
Pa., and after remaining there a short time 
he moved to Catasauqua, Lehigh County, 
where he took up his old trade as a stone 
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cutter. Being dissatisfied with his surround- 
ings, he moved to Kutztown, where he fol- 
lowed his trade for some forty years ; he is 
now over seventy years old, and is passing 
life's twilight in ease. He is a firm sup- 
porter of the Democratic party ; and in 
religious views, he is a member and regular 
attendant of St. John's Lutheran Church. 
He married Malinda Dieter, and a family of 
eight children blessed their home, namely: 
Rufus, deceased; Annie; Emma; Malinda; 
Louisa; William: John E.; and James D., 
our subject. 

James D. Wenz received his primary edu- 
cation in the common schools of Kutztown, 
and later attended the Keystone State Nor- 
mal School. He worked with his father 
until 1890, and became quite proficient in 
stone cutting and sculpturing. He then 
moved to Centerport, where he is now en- 
gaged in all kinds of marble and granite 
monument work. Mr. Wenz is a member 
of the K. of G. E., Adonia Castle, No. 70, of 
Kutztown, and is a member of the Grange. 
Our subject casts his vote in favor of the 
Democratic party, and has represented his 
fellow-citizens in county and city conven- 
tions. He has served as judge of election 
two terms ; school director ; and as auditor 
two terms. In 1889 he was wedded to Lillie 
E. Boger, daughter of Frank and Theresa 
Boger, and they are the parents of six chil- 
dren, as follows : Bessie ; Anna ; Carrie ; 
Millie ; Harvey ; and Charles. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wenz are members of St. Michael's Lutheran 
Church of Upper Bern. 



'jCfoWARD YEAGER, the popular and 
KJ efficient court crier in all of the courts 
-■ — II, in the city of Reading except the 
Orphans' Court, is one of the leading and 
representative men of the city. He was in the 
select council for several terms, during which 
time he worked faithfully for the best inter- 
ests of the city, which valuable services have 
established him firmly in the goodwill of the 
people. He is a son of Abraham and Har- 
riet (Dickinson) Yeager, and was born in 
Reading July 6, 1859. 

His paternal grandfather was Abraham 
Yeager, who was a native of Wales, and came 
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to America at an early day, locating in Phil- 
adelphia. After spending some years in that 
cit}' he came to Reading, where he spent the 
remainder of his life. He reared a large 
family of children, one of whom was Abra- 
ham, the father of our subject. 

Abraham Yeager was born in Philadelphia, 
but came to this city with his parents. He 
learned the confectionery trade, and conduct- 
ed a store on the corner of Fifth and Penn 
streets for many years. He then learned the 
trade of a plumber, which line of business he 
followed with good results until his death, 
June 20, 1870. Politically, he unswervingly 
supported the principles of the Democratic 
party, taking an active part in local affairs. 
He represented the Fiftn Ward of the city 
as a delegate to the county convention in 
1862, and favored Daniel Ermentrout, who 
was nominated and afterwards elected district 
attorney. He was united in marriage with 
Harriet Dickinson, who was born in Myers- 
town, Lebanon County, and is a daughter of 
Henry and Phoebe Dickinson. Their happy 
union was blessed by the birth of five boys 
and three girls, namely : Clara E.; William 
B , who conducts a tinsmithing, galvanizing 
and copper cornice establishment in Reading ; 
Alice, the wife of Henry Heckman, a tin- 
smith and a manufacturer of incubators of 
Oakland, Cal.; Henry P., who is employed in 
the establishment of Glase & Lichtenthaeler, 
carpet dealers, of Reading; Edward, the 
gentleman whose name heads these lines ; 
Pearson N., who for the past twelve years 
has been employed in the oflfice of the pas- 
senger agent of the P. & R. R. R.; Albert, 
deceased ; and Phoebe, the wife of Harry 
Krug, who is a clerk in the employ of the P. 
& R. R. R. at Reading. 

Edward Yeager was intellectually equipped 
for the battles of life in the public schools of 
Reading, after which he began work in the 
japanning department of the Jones & Oaks 
Lock Works in Reading. He remained in 
their employ for a periodof two years, when 
he went on the canal boat Yubadam, under 
the command of Capt. John W. Ringler. It 
was a coal boat, and ran from the coalregions 
of the Susquehanna to tide-water, returning 
with cargoes of watermelons. He was then 
in the employ of Enoch Raezor as a rivet 
heater in the boiler works for six months, 



after which he entered the law office of Dan- 
iel & James N. Ermentrout, prominent law- 
yers of Reading. In January, 1880, he was 
appointed court crier ot all of the courts but 
the Orphans* Court of Reading, and has 
since served in that capacity. He is a man 
of high principles, and is held in high esteem 
by his fellow citizens, who regard him as a 
man of great worth and influence in the com- 
munity. He has been interested in many 
public enterprises in the city, and supports 
all measures which have for their end the ad- 
vancement of the city's interests. 

April 19, 1882, Mr. Yeager formed a matri- 
monial alliance with Kate Irene Gross, a 
woman whose excellent traits of character 
have won the love and admiration of all with 
whom she is acquainted. Politically, Mr. 
Yeager is a strong Democrat, the principles 
of which part}' he has always advocated in a 
vigorous manner. His first office was that of 
common councilman of the Sixth Ward, 
which he also represented in the Select Coun- 
cil later. He served on the committees on 
fire, law and city property. While he was 
serving in the Select Council, two newly or- 
ganized companies of the fire department 
were recognized through his influence. He 
has been an active fireman since February, 
1878, and a greater portion of the time has 
been president of the Keystone Hook & Lad- 
der Co., never missing a meeting unless his 
official duties prevent. He has frequently 
been a delegate to the State Fireman's Asso- 
ciation, and is known far and wide as a lead- 
ing member of that body. After his removal 
from the Sixth Ward to the Fifth, which was 
Republican by about 285 votes, he was elect- 
ed to the council first by a majority of 
96 votes. His popularity increased greatly 
during that term of oifice, at the expiration 
of which he was again elected, his majority 
having increased to 116 votes. The present 
quarters of the Keystone Truck & Chemical 
Co. were built at a cost of $16,000, and through 
our subject's clever manipulations the city 
paid for it the year following its erection. In 
1896 he was a candidate for the nomination 
of mayor, but was defeated by one vote. 
SocialU', Mr. Yeager is president of the In- 
dependent Gun Club of Reading: has been 
president of the West End Club for eleven 
years; president of the Commercial Club for 
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the past two years; and is a member of 
Reading Lodge, No. 549, F. & A. M.; Read- 
ing Chapter, No. 152, R. A. M.; De Molay 
Commandery, No. 9, Knights Templar : Ra- 
jah Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S.; Foresters of 
America; Wigwam, No. 89, I. O. R. M.; and 
is a charter member of Castle No. 8, Knights 
ot the Golden Eagle. Religiously, he and 
his worthy wife are devout members of the 
Baptist Church. The publishers of this vol- 
ume take pleasure in presenting, on a pre- 
ceding page, a portrait of Mr. Yeager, who, 
as a worthy and well-esteemed citizen of 
Reading, is entitled to such prominence. 



rg)|-ON. F. LEONARD REBER, an 
L=iJ ex-member of the Pennsylvania Leg- 
"~*" islature, and a prominent and 

popular teacher of Perry town- 
ship, is among the most influential and well- 
known men of the county. His power for 
good has been far-reaching, extenaing, as it 
does, to all parts of the state through men 
and women who were once under his guid- 
ance in the school room. He is a son of 
Joseph and Mary (Rothermel) Reber. and 
was born December 15, 1846, in Perry town- 
ship, this county. His grandfather, Jacob 
Reber, was also a native of that township, 
and received his education in the pubhc 
schools oi that section. He was a farmer 
and owned 160 acres of land near Shoe- 
makersville. He was a prominent Demo- 
crat, and an active politician. He was a reg- 
ular attendant of the Lutheran Church of 
which he was a member, and in which he 
was an earnest worker and highly esteemed 
officer. He was at one time connected with 
a military training company under Brigade 
Inspector Shappell. His wife was a Miss 
Baer, by whom he had nine children : Samuel ; 
Jacob; William; Joseph; Sophia (Mrs. Heiter); 
(Mrs. Gehret^; (Mrs. Smith); Rebecca (Mrs. 
Snyder); ana Elizabeth (Mrs. Mengel). The 
grandfather died at the age of sixty-eight 
years. 

Joseph Reber was also a native of Perry 
townsnip, was an attendant of the public 
schools, and then learned the trade of a car- 

{)enter and joiner. He followed that trade 
or some years in that township and then 



went to Hamburg, Pa., where he was em- 
ployed by the Philadelphia & Reading R. R. 
lor the remaining twenty-five years of his 
life as boss carpenter and bridge builder. 
He met death in a most lamentable manner 
at Wayne Junction, where he Jiad charge of 
a gang of men and was engaged in the con- 
struction ot a bridge. While overseeing 
this work, he was struck by an overdue pas- 
senger train that he had evidently forgotten, 
and received injuries from which he died. 
He was for many years associated with John 
Foreman in the work of railroad construc- 
tion. During the war he served for two 
years as sub-foreman in the construction 
corps. He was a strong party man and an 
ardent worker in the Democratic organiza- 
tion, but was never an aspirant for office. 
He was a member of the Junior Order of 
United American Mechanics, at Hamburg, 
and was ever a consistent member of St. John's 
Lutheran Church of the same village. He 
was twice united in matrimony, his first wife 
being Mary Rothermel, who died at the age 
of thirty-two years, leaving a family of three 
children : F. Leonard ; Annie, who died 
young ; and James B., a resident of Perry 
township, a painter by trade and a teacher 
by occupation. After the death of the 
mother, tne father was again married, the 
lady being Susan Moyer, who bore him a 
large family: Joseph; Erastus; Samuel; 
Claude ; Lewis ; Minerva ; Lilly ; Laura ; 
and one that died in infancy. The second 
Mrs. Reber is still living. 

Hon. F. Leonard Reber received his ele- 
mentary education in the common schools of 
his native township and at Hamburg; this 
training was supplemented by a course at 
the Keystone State Normal School of Kutz- 
town, and he holds a state certificate issued 
by State Superintendent Higbee. His first 
school was in Perry township, and he next 
secured a school in West Leesport, which he 
taught for three terms. He then returned to 
Perry township and taught there twenty- 
three terms, eleven of them being in Heck- 
man's school. He is one of the oldest teach- 
ers of the county, and in a poem by ex-Su- 
perintendent Brunner of Reading, he is one 
of the oldest teachers to whom a tribute is 
paid. He is at present engaged in teaching 
at Mohrsville, that township. He owns and 
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f)ersonally conducts the work of a dairy 
arm of lOO acres near Shoemakersville, and 
fart of the village is located on his property. 
le staked out a number of lots on his estate, 
and on part of them the station of the Phila- 
delphia & Reading R. R. is situated. These 
buildings cover the site of the old Reber 
residence. He is arranging to have the bal- 
ance of his farm laid out m town lots. He 
learned the trade of a carpenter with his 
father, and worked with him for twenty-five 
years during the summer months in railroad 
construction and also during the late Rebel- 
lion. He served in the construction corps 
with his father, and was under Capt. Morris 
at Alexandria, Harper's Ferry, City Point, 
Petersburg, Monocacy, Washington and 
Fredericksburg. He continued in that ser- 
vice until the close of the war. 

Mr. Reber was married to Amanda Gruber, 
a daughter of Benjamin Gruber, a farmer ol 
this county. They have five children : Ida 
May is the wife of A. B. Lesher, a merchant 
of shoemakersville ; Anna Bertha is the wife 
ot David K. Phillips, a merchant of Dauber- 
ville ; Mamie is the wife of Alvin dinger, a 
moulder of Reading; Lizzie and Ellen Re- 
becca are both at home. Mr. Reber is a 
strong Democrat and one of the party leaders 
in his part of the county. He has been a 
member of the standing committee for nine 
years, and served in the sessions of the Penn- 
sylvania Legislature in 1891-93. It was at 
the earnest solicitations of his many friends 
that he would consent to accept this office, and 
he was at the same time elected as a director 
of the school board, and for two terms he 
was secretary of that board. While in the 
Legislature he was a member of the follow- 
ing committees, in which he was an instru- 
ment of much good — Agriculture and Edu- 
cation, both in counties and townships. He 
also served on other committees of minor 
importance. He has been delegate to a num- 
ber of county conventions, and loses no 
opportunity to help the cause of Democracy. 
He is a member of Perry Lodge, No. 1055, 
1. O. O. F.; master of Industry Grange, No. 
29; lecturer of Pomona County Grange, No. 
43; was a member of the P. O. o. of A. Camp; 
and was a member of the Knights of the Mys- 
tic Chain Castle until it disbanded. He is 
also a member of the Lutheran Church at 



Shoemakersville. in which he has been elder 
for six years. He is one of the most untir- 
ing workers in the church, giving cheerful 
aid in any part of the work that he sees is in 
need of such assistance. He has served as 
superintendent and assistant-superintendent 
of the Sunday School for hfteen years, and 
is at present the president of the Berks 
County Sunday School Association of the 
Perry and Tilton District. He is also a 
member of the choir. He and Monroe 
Seidel were the organizers of the Shoe- 
makersville Lyceum in 1872, which ever since 
it was started has been in a most flourishing 
condition. He is a pleasing speaker and de- 
bater, and has contributed liberally to keep- 
ing up the interests in the meetings. He is 
a member and director of the board of trade. 
He has led an irreproachable life, and has ac- 
complished a great deal of good, in conse- 
quence of which he is well liked and highly 
respected. 




ANIEL F. KELCHNER, the well- 
known proprietor of the Fleetwood 
Qj Creamery, and also owner of a 
creamery at Moselem Springs, is 
one of the leading business men of Fleetwood, 
and resides in one of the most beautiful resi- 
dences in the place. He is a son of Jacob 
and Anna (Sheirer) Kelchner, and was born 
in Richmond township, Berks County, Octo- 
ber 6, 1852. 

Jacob Kelchner was born in Richmond, and 
was engaged in farming all of his life on a 
farm one and a half miles from the village of 
Fleetwood. He formed a matrimonial alli- 
ance with Anna Sheirer, a native of Maxa- 
tawny township, and they became the parents 
of thirteen children, eight of whom are still 
living, namely : Samuel; Mary; Joel; Mar- 
tin; Jacob; Hettie; Caroline; and Daniel F.. 
the subject of this personal history. 

Daniel F. Kelchner received his primary 
education in the common schools 01 his na-" 
tive town, which was supplemented by a 
course in the Keystone State Normal School 
at Kutztown. At the age of seventeen he 
began teaching school and continued for 
three terms, in Richmond and Ruscomb- 
manor townships. He then engaged as clerk 
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in a general merchandise store at Fleetwood, 
which line of business he followed for ten 
years, when he entered the produce business, 
and has followed it since, in connection with 
operating the Fleetwood Creamery and one 
at Moselem Springs. Each of these cream- 
eries turns out an average of 5,000 lbs. of 
butter per annum, which is shipped to the 
Philadelphia markets, where it commands a 
ready sale. Mr. Kelchner has an established 
reputation in business circles for honesty and 
uprightness, and is respected and esteemed 
by all who know him. He is a shrewd and 
energetic business man, and richly deserves 
the success with which he is meeting. 

September 9. 1885, he was joined in the 
holy bonds of wedlock with Emily Peters, a 
daughter of Joseph Peters, deceased, who 
was engaged in the mercantile business at 
MoUtown, Pa. This union was blessed by the 
birth of three children, whose names are as 
follows: Raymond; Harry; and Walter. 
Our subject and wife are both faithful mem- 
bers of the United Evangelical Church of 
Fleetwood. Politically, our subject is a 
Republican, and has served as councilman 
for six years. 



AMES H. STERNBERGH. Stand- 
ing conspicuously in the foremost 
rank of the manufacturers of Berks 
County is the gentleman named above, 
who is one of the leading citizens of Read- 
ing, and the proprietor of one of the largest 
manufacturing plants of the city, the Read- 
ing Bolt & Nut Works, a plant covering 
some eight acres of land, lying between Third 
and Fourth streets, and between the Lebanon 
Valley R. R. and Buttonwood street. Since 
becoming a resident of Reading in 1865, his 
interest in its welfare and prosperity has 
never flagged, and has led him to become as- 
sociated with the leading business men of the 
community in planning and executing pro- 
jects, having for their ultimate factor the up- 
building and improving of the city. He was 
born at Henrietta, Monroe County, N. Y., 
May 20, 1834, and is a son of William and 
Margaret (Schuyler) Sternbergh. 

He traces his ancestral history back to one 
of four brothers, Adam, Lambert, Nicholas 
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and David, residents of Upper Rhine, Ger- 
many, who were compelled to flee from their 
native country during the religious persecu- 
tions. They emigrated to America and lo- 
cated in Schoharie County, N. Y., where 
they spent the remainder of their life in 
peace, engaged in the cultivation of the soil ; 
they were the first farmers to sow wheat in 
the Mohawk Valley. Adam Sternbergh, the 
lineal ancestor of our subject, was the pro- 
genitor of a large family of children, one of 
whom was Adam, Jr., the grandfather of our 
subject, who was also a farmer by occupation, 
living throughout life in Schoharie County, 
N. Y., the place of his birth. 

William Sternbergh, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born in Charlestown, Montgomery 
County, N. Y., June 8, 1775 ; he successfully 
carried on two independent lines of business, 
that of contracting and building, and farming. 
In religious faith and fellowship he was a 
member of the Presbyterian Church, whilst 
in politics he was a leader in his community, 
and contributed much toward the success of 
the Whig party. He was joined in matri- 
monial bonds with Margaret Schuyler, and 
they became the parents of the following 
children : Anna, wife of Benjamin Schuy- 
ler ; Delilah, deceased, was the wife of Wil- 
liam M. Johnson ; Sarah, deceased, was wed- 
ded to John B. Sewell ; Daniel, Bernard, 
William, Asa, George W., and Charlotte M. 
are all deceased ; Riaria was united in mar- 
riage with Henry Quimby ; James H.; and 
Thomas J. Mr. Sternbergh died at the ad- 
vanced age of eighty-six years. 

James H. Sternbergh received his element- 
ary education in the public schools, after 
which he took an academic course, and pri- 
vate lessons in Greek and Latin. He then 
found employment in the railroad offices at 
Saratoga, N. Y.. in which he served faithfully 
until he was thirty-one years oi age, when, 
in 1865, he located in Reading. Knowing 
that there were but few factories in the coun- 
try manufacturing iron nuts by the means of 
machinery, he realized that it afforded an ex- 
cellent field for operation, and as a result 
established a plant in Reading in that year, 
known as the Reading Bolt & Nut Works. 
He closely applied himself to the work, and 
succeeded in constructing a machine by 
which he could put his product on the mar- 
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ket at a greatly reduced price, and hy the end 
of the second year the works were in a flour- 
ishing condition. In the (all of 1865, he 
erected temporary buildings at the foot of 
Pine street, leasing the necessary power from 
an adjoining concern, and for tfie first three 
years these were his quarters, in which he 
employed a force of from eight to ten men. 
His increasing business soon justified him in 
seeking more commodious quarters, and, in 
1868, he erected substantial buildings on 
North Third street, above Button wood street, 
which were first occupied in January, 1869. 
These have since been greatly enlarged, and 
now consist of four buildings, the principal 
one being 456 x 1 10 feet in dimensions, and 
supplied with the latest improved machinery 
for the manufacture of nuts, bolts, washers, 
rivets, and rods for bridges, buildings, etc. 
Another building, 325 x 90 feet, is used as a 
rolling mill, and contains three trains of rolls, 
four heating furnaces, three upright steam 
engines, in addition to steam shears, lathes, 
pumps, etc. Another, the new rolling mill 
builoing. 200 x 80 feet, contains two trains 
of rolls, two heating furnaces, and other ma- 
chinery- The capacity of these mills is about 
forty thousand tons of rolled iron annually, 
embracing all sizes of merchant's iron in 
common use. That which is not used in his 
own articles of manufacture is disposed of , 
to merchants and consumers of rehned bar i 
and band iron. At all times it is necessary 
to carry a large stock in order to meet all 
demanas tor his products, and in 1880 a large 
warehouse, 150 x 40 feet, four stories high, 
was erected, in which are stored many hun- ■ 
dred tons of finished goods, packed and ready | 
for shipment. The railroad facilities are of 
the best, three tracks running into the works; ' 
the first is for the delivery of coal, the second 
for the delivery of crude iron, and the third 
for shipments. The success which has at- , 
tended our subject's efforts is not due solely 
to good fortune, but is the result of years of 
earnest and conscientious toil and intelligent 
business transactions. In 1887 he went to 
Kansas City, Mo., where he located a branch 
establishment. He has also been connected 
with other enterprises, being a stockholder 
of the Second National Bank of Readmg at 
the present time. He was one of the organ- 
izers of the V. M. C. A., in 1867, and served 



as its president for the twelve succeeding 
years. He was also the first president of the 
Reading Board of Trade. Mr. Stembergh 
is a man of great tenderness of heart, genUe- 
ness of manner, cheerfulness of disposition, 
and by his thougbtfulness and kindness to his 
employees, at present numbering over nine 
hundred men at the Reading works, and 
about three hundred at the Kansas City 
works, has won a high place in their affec- 
tions. These excellent qualities have gained 
for him many friends and patrons throughout 
Berks County, in which he is widely known. 
He was wedded to Harriet M. May, June 
10. 1862, by whom he became the father of 
five children, namely : William ; Philip Her- 
vey, a resident of Kansas City, Mo.; Pearl, 
deceased ; Herbert, a member of a Reading 
firm ; and May. After the death of his first 
wife he formed a second matrimonial alliance 
with Mar\' C. Dodds, the nuptials occurring 
in November, 1888. This union resulted in 
the following issue: James Hervey ; Helen, 
deceased ; David ; Lambert ; and Margaret. 
Politically, our subject is an ardent Republi- 
can. In his religious belief he is a member 
of the Presbyterian Church, of which he has^^ 
been elder for many years, and tor eigh- 
teen consecutive years was superintendent 
of its Sabbath School. 



fHOMAS WILLITS, of Calcium, was 
bom February 13, 1822, in Maiden 
Creek township, on the farm now 
owned by him and adjoining the one ui>on 
which he now makes his home. He is a son 
of William and Esther (Lightfoot) Willits, 
and is one of the best known and most pros- 
perous men of the county. He has been 
connected with one of the principal banks of 
Reading for fully thirty years as stockholder 
and director, and is closeljr' identified with 
the prosperity of his section. Of indus- 
trious, energetic habits, his time has been 
well employed in advancing both his own 
affairs and those of the community. 

Henry Willits, the great-grandfather of 
our subject, was a farmer, and resided on a 
farm at the mouth of Maiden Creek, which 
contained 213 acres. One of his sons. Jesse, 
who was the grandfather of our subject. 
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lived on a farm of 273 acres inherited by his 
wife, and in addition to farming he was the 
undertaker for the country round about, and 
had charge of many of the funerals in that 
part of the county. He was married to 
rhoebe Hutton, who was born January 11, 
1762. Their children were: John; Sarah; 
Mary (i); Mary (2) ; William; Elizabeth; 
Henry ; Hester ; Phoebe : Susanna ; Jesse ; 
and Deborah. The grandfather of our sub- 
ject died December 13, 18 17, and was fol- 
lowed by his wile April 10, 1828. 

William Willits was born April 6, 1789, in 
Maiden Creek township, and was reared up- 
on his father's farm. He taught school for 
several years, and was a man ot remarkable 
intelligence and breadth of learning. One 
of his brothers, John, who was very prom- 
inent in educational circles, conducted a 
private school in Philadelphia for many 
years, and is the author of a text book on 
natural philosophy. William Willits owned 
the farm upon which he was born, and lived 
upon it until his death. He was a Whig, and 
held a number of local offices. He was a 
member of the Society of Friends. He was 
united in marriage with Esther Lightfoot, 
by whom he had four children : Mary, de- 
ceased ; Samuel, also deceased ; Thomas ; 
and David, now deceased, but late a farmer 
of Maiden Creek township. The father 
died October 2, 1852. The mother died at 
the advanced age of eighty years May 3. 1871. 

Thomas Willits was educated in the Friends* 
Pay School of Maiden Creek township, and 
Joshua Hoop's School at West Chester, also 
a Friends' school. During this time he 
taught one term, and at the age of seventeen 
returned home and remained with his father 
on the farm until the latter's death. He then 
succeeded to the estate, and continued to re- 
side there until 1890, when he moved on to 
the adjoining farm, which he had purchased 
and which had formerly been a part of the old 
homestead. His farm contains 310 acres as 
it now lies, including the land he has added 
to it. At the organization of the National 
Union Bank at Reading in 1858, he was one 
of the stockholders and prime movers, and 
has been a director for thirty years. He is 
a stockholder, and has been for many years 
director in the Farmers' Mutual Insurance Co. 

Mr. Willits was married to Susan Smith, a 



daughter of James Smith, in September, 
1854. They have two children: Mary, who 
has for six years been first assistant resident 
physician at the Norristown Insane Asylum, 
and Samuel resides in Reading. Mrs. Willits 
died January 24, 1897, when she and her 
husband had almost reached the golden mile- 
stone of wedded bliss. He is a member of 
the Society of Friends, Maiden Creek Meet- 
ing. He is a man of sterling character, and 
it IS impossible to find in his life anything of 
personal reproach, moral delinquency or in- 
tellectual weakness. 



lg>|^LBERT F. MOGEL, whose excellent 
L\ portrait is shown on the opposite 
flrx page, is one of the foremost busi- 
^ V.^ ness men of Leesport, his success 
being commensurate with his popularity. 
He has long been a recognized leader of the 
Democratic party in his district, having 
entered the political field and been identified 
with the interests of the party since he 
reached his majority. All his leisure time 
not given to his busmess is spent in the inter- 
ests of that party or some of the fraternities 
to which he belongs, and in which he occu- 
pies a distinguished place on account of his 
untiring efforts in their behalf. His political 
influence has been most potently shown in 
the fi^reat number of candidates he has suc- 
cessfully placed in important offices from his 
district, and was the subject of a leading and 
highly complimentary editorial in the Rea^/- 
iftg Eagle of recent date. He is a son of 
David W. and Elizabeth (Fryberger) Mogel. 
and was born November 5, 1864, in Center 
township, Berks County, Pa. 

Valentine Mogel, who came to America in 
1754, was the progenitor, five generations 
removed, of our subject, and came from the 
Rhine River provinces, in the western part 
of the German Empire. He landed at 
New York, and soon afterward settled in 
Penns Valley, north of Harrisburg, where he 
received a grant of land from the govern- 
ment. He was obliged to vacate this land 
on account of the hostilities of the savages, 
who at the time were invading that territory, 
and came to Center township, this county, 
where he received another grant of land of 
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70 acres, and to which he added additional 
acres, that brought up the total to 135. This 
property, known as the Mogel homestead, has 
descended through five generations of the 
famil)', and is at present occupied by David 
\V. Mogel, the father of our subject In the 
meantime the elder Mogel sent one of his 
sons. John Adams Mogel, back to occupy 
the abandoned land and protect it against 
the encroachments of the Indians, and it was 
cultivated and tilled by the family, although 
not used as a home. 

Valentine Mogel, Jr., the great-grandfather 
ol our subject, at length came into possession 
of the Mogel homestead, through the death 
of his father, the elder Valentine. Valentine 
Mogel, Jr., died at the age of seventy-seven 
years, leaving the following children : Val- 
entine, Henry, Peter, Samuel, Daniel, Mrs. 
Bagenstose, Mrs. Philips, Mrs. Hoffman, and 
Sallie, who died in Stouchsburg. this county, 
in December, 1895, at the extreme age of 
ninety-nine years. She was a maiden lady, 
highly esteemed by every one. 

Henry Mogel, the grandfather, was all his 
life a resident on the old homestead, where 
he followed the pursuits of agriculture, and 
held various local offices in the gift of the 
Democratic party. He was a member of 
Belleman*s Reformed Church in Center 
township, of which church he was a founder 
and an official during the greater part of his 
connection with it, being an earnest worker 
and useful member. He was married to Mrs. 
Weiser and had the following children : 
Henry ; William ; John ; Mary Ann (Stout) ; 
Susan, unmarried; Samuel; David; Eliza- 
beth (Bagenstose); and Isaac. The grand- 
father died in 1867, at the age of seventy-six 
years. 

David Mogel, the father, was born on the 
old Mogel homestead, September 17, 1838, 
received his education in the common schools, 
and then learned the trade of a carpenter and 
pumpmaker. He has, however, continued 
to live on the ancestral acres, and for the past 
thirty-five years has devoted his time to their 
cultivation. His farm contains 135 acres of 
well improved land, and he also owns and 
operates a creamery and cider mill on the 
farm. He served as county treasurer from 
1887 to 1890, and has held numerous township 
offices, and is a recognized leader of Democ- 



racy in the county. He was a member of 
167th Reg. Pa. Vol. Inf. for ten months, when 
the regiment was stationed at Suffolk, Va., 
serving through apart of 1862 and 1863. He 
is a member of McLean Post, No. 16, G. A. R., 
at Reading; Washington Camp, No. 165, 
P. O. S. of A., at Leesport ; and the Patrons 
of Husbandry, in which he takes a decided 
interest. He is treasurer of the Pomona 
Grange of Berks County. He is a member 
of the Reformed Church, and for some time 
was one of the deacons in that body. He 
was married to Elizabeth Fryberger, by 
whom he has nine children, as follows: Mor- 
^an Franklin ; Albert F.; Valentine, who died 
in 1896; Ellen, who died in 1887; Howard; 
Levi; John; Adam, who died in 1888; and 
David. 

Albert F. Mogel attended the common 
schools of Center township when a lad, and 
when fourteen years of age began clerking 
for A. M. Suess, in that gentleman's general 
store at Centerport. He only remained with 
his employer a short time before returning 
to the farm. He was desirous of traveling 
and seeing some of this great country before 
settling down permanently, and accordingly, 
in 1 88 1; started on a Western tour, which ex- 
tended to Bloomington, McLean County, 
Illinois. There he remained for eight months, 
enjoying steady employment on a farm in 
that vicinit3% and gaining a general idea of 
that portion of the country. He then re- 
turned to his native state and assisted his 
father on the farm. During this time he 
attended one term of school and then taught 
one term in the township. This but aggra- 
vated his thirst for knowledge, and he deter- 
mined to obtain a liberal education. For this 
purpose he entered the Northern Indiana 
Normal School at Valparaiso, Ind., and com- 
pleted his studies. After leaving school he 
returned home and taught for three more 
terms in Center township. In the meantime 
he learned the trade of a pumpmaker with 
his father, but did not make it his business. 
He engaged in the general merchandise busi- 
ness at Dauberville, this county, for four 
years, and in 1894 moved to Leesport, where 
he purchased from Samuel Sunday the store 
property at present occupied by him. This 
property is a very commodious structure, 
comprising both store and residence. He 
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formed a partnership with his brother-in-law, 
James W. Rahn, in the general merchandise 
business, under the name of Mogel & Rahn. 
In 1887 Mr. Mogel was appointed deputy 
county treasurer by his father, and served 
until 1890. He has been an earnest worker 
in the part}* since he attained his majority, 
and soon alter becoming twenty-one, in 1886, 
was elected delegate to the county conven- 
tion. On January i, 1894, he was appointed 
clerk of the board of county commissioners, 
where he served three years. He has at- 
tended and been an assiduous worker in each 
and every county convention since reaching 
his majority, and took considerable part in 
the affairs of the party even prior to that 
time. The remarkable record the village of 
Centerport and the township of Center have 
achieved in recent years, in securing Demo- 
cratic representatives in county affairs, is 
justly due to the untiring energy, indomit- 
able will, and skillful management of Mr. 
Mogel. For several years he was a member 
of the standing committee of Berks County, 
and during the last year of his membership 
he was its secretary. He has been elected 
and served as state delegate to three Demo- 
cratic state conventions. In 1896 he was al- 
ternate to the National Convention at Chica- 
go, and afterwards took the stump in behalf 
ol William J. Bryan, the nominee who made 
such a noble run for Free Silver and the 
working man. In 1891 he was elected a del- 
egate to the proposed constitutional conven- 
tion, an institution proposed by the State 
Legislature and defeated by the popular vote. 
He was one of two Democratic delegates 
representing the 8th Senatorial District, the 
remaining delegates being ex-judge Sassaman 
of Reading, and Edwin Luden, the Republi- 
can member. He has been one of the most 
aggressive and untiring workers in the Dem- 
ocratic party, and at a county convention, in 
1898, he received the second highest vote for 
the office of sheriff. 

On April 19, 1887, Mr. Mogel was united 
in wedlock with Alice Henrietta Rahn, 
daughter of William Rahn. Their union re- 
sulted in the birth of two children — Emma 
Valeria, and Adam Cleveland, who died De- 
cember II, 1890, aged two years, two months 
and seven days. He united with the Re- 
formed Church in 1880, and is a prominent 



worker in that body. He belongs to seven 
secret societies, and spends much time in 
advancing the welfare of those bodies. He is 
a member of Washington Camp, No. 165, P. 
O. S. of A. at Leesport, served as delegate 
to state camp sessions at Gettysburg in 1891, 
at Shamokin in 1892, and at A'ltoona in 1896. 
At the two latter places was elected by the 
state camp as national delegate, and as such 
attended the National Session at Lebanon, 
Pa., in 1892, and at Reading in 1897 ; in 1898 
he was appointed district president of Dis- 
trict No. 2, of Berks County ; is a member of 
Vaux Lodge, No. 406, F. & A. M. at Ham- 
burg ; Oley Lodge, No. 218, I. O. O. F. at 
Reading: Thaddeus Stevens Council, No. 
252, Jr. O. U. A. M. at Reading; Lexington 
Commandery, No. 2, P. O. S. of A. at Read- 
ing; Munson Council, No. 88, Daughters of 
Liberty at Leesport; Leesport Castle, No. 
503, K. of G. E.; and was the organizer of 
that institution. May 29, 1897, with a mem- 
bership of 162 charter members, and he has 
served as keeper of exchequer since its in- 
stitution. He is a lover of society, and has 
taken a leading part in different debating 
societies, being a nuent and agreeable speak- 
er. He is popular with all classes, and has 
friends in every part of the county. 




R. HARRY B. BRUSSTAR is a 

highly esteemed citizen of Birds- 
boro, and a successful practitioner 
of Berks County. He came to 
this county in 1875, commencing among 
strangers and with little means. He had 
nothing to recommend him but his gentle- 
manly bearing, his industrious habits, and his 
resolution to succeed in his chosen profes- 
sion. But these became a rapid passport to 
success; he found friends at once among 
those who had experienced, probably, the 
difficulties which beset him. He is now en- 
joying a successful practice, has accumulated 
a ^ood property, and is one of the leading 
citizens of his community. He is a son of 
James S. and Amanda (Brown) Brusstar, and 
was born on Richmond street, ia Philadel- 
phia, October 30, 1850. 

Our subject traces his ancestors back to 
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Sir John Brusstar, who came to America on 
the Mayflower in 1620. Peter Brusstar, the 
grandfather of our suhject, was born in Phil- 
adelphia, and was the father of one child, 
James, the father of our subject. 

James Brusstar was also a native of Phila- 
delphia, and was born February 3. 1823. He 
remained with his parents during his boy- 
hood days and learned the trade of a shoe- 
maker, and some years after became proprie- 
tor of a shoe store in Philadelphia. In 1856 
he moved to Oxford Valley, Bucks County, 
Pa., where he remained one year, and then 
moved to Berks County, where he purchased 
a farm known as the Forest farm, situated in 
Robeson township, and there he carried on 
general farming until 1865, when he sold his 
farm and moved to Birdsboro, where he pur- 
sued his former business as a shoe dealer 
until his death occurred, which was on De- 
cember 8, 1896. He was considered one of 
the successful and enterprising business men 
of Birdsboro, and anythmg conducive to the 
welfare of the community found in him a 
firm supporter. He was a man of consider- 
able musical talent, and beside taking part in. 
the Birdsboro Band, he was an expert violinist. 
He took an active part in local politics, and 
for nineteen years tie was elected as justice 
of the peace on the Republican ticket, which 
position he at length resigned to accept the 
office ol notary oT the public. Religiously, 
he was a member of St. Michael's Episcopal 
Church of Birdsboro. He married Amanda 
Brown, daughter of William Brown of Frank- 
fort, Pa., wno was for a number of years 
superintendent of the gas works. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Brusstar were born eight children, 
who were as follows : Peter, a railroad and 
sewer contractor, residing in Philadelphia; 
James S., a shirt manufacturer and proprie- 
tor of a gents' furnishing store in Reading ; 
Dr. Harry B., the subject of this sketch ; 
Sarah, the wife of George Reigner, a miller 
of Birdsboro ; William U. B., who is general 
superintendent of the E. & G. Brooks Iron 
Works, located at Birdsboro ; Clara, who 
married Albert Fritz, chief clerk of the 
Diamond Drill Company of Birdsboro ; 
Frank, who is superintendent of the rolling 
department of the Winchester Repeating 
Arms Co., New Haven, Conn.; and George, 
a member of the firm of James S. Brusstar & 



Co., dealers in men's furnishings and manu- 
facturers of shirts at Reading, Pa. 

Dr. Harry B. Brusstar received his educa- 
tion in the common schools and at a private 
school known as Birdsboro Academy. Hav- 
ing decided to study medicine, at the age of 
seventeen years he entered the office of the 
late Dr. 6. F. Bunn, and later became a 
student at Jefferson Medical College of Phil- 
adelphia, from which institution he was grad- 
uated in 1873. At the age of twenty-three 
years he commenced to practice his profes- 
sion in the village of Lanciingville, Schuylkill 
County, and remained there until 1875, when 
he took up his residence in Birdsboro, where 
he has followed his chosen profession to the 
present date, and has succeeded in building 
up a large and lucrative practice. He was 
appointed by Governor Beaver as lazaretto, 
or quarantine physician, at the Port of Phila- 
delphia for a term of four years. 

In 1870 he formed a matrimonial alliance 
with Hannah Bland, daughter of John Bland, 
justice of the peace and one of the substan- 
tial business men of Monocacy, this county. 
As a result ot this union five children were 
born, of whom four are now living. The 
record is as follows: Annie, the wife of 
Fred Frost, a machinist and foreman of the 
Globe Glass Engine Co. of Philadelphia ; 
Kate ; R. Modista ; Elsie ; and one that died 
in infancy. Mr. Brusstar is a member of 
Birdsboro Castle, No. 453, K. of G. E. In 
politics he is a stanch Republican. 




career. 



AVID W. MOGEL. The life of the 
gentleman whose name appears at 
the head of these lines presents a 
remarkably active and successful 
Besides having been engaged in 
agricultural pursuits all of his life, he has 
operated a creamery and cider mill upon his 
farm, and has also engaged in the manufac- 
ture of wooden pumps. He is one of the 
leading citizens of Centerport, Center town- 
ship, in which village he was born September 
17, 1838. 

The Mogel family is German in its ances- 
try. Valentine Mogel, the grandfather of 
our subject, was a native of Germany. He 
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came to America in 1750, and located upon 
the farm on which our subject now lives, and 
there spent the remainder of his days. He 
was the progenitor of a large family of chil- 
dren, one of whom was Henry, the father of 
our subject, who was born on the old home- 
stead farm. His occupation was that of a 
farmer, and he was quite a prominent man. 
He was united in marriage with Susanna 
Mogel, and they reared a family of children, 
one of whom was David W., the subject of 
this personal history. 

David W. Mogel was born and reared on 
the old homestead farm, where he has spent his 
entire life. He received a good, common 
school training in his native town, after which 
he took up the occupation of a farmer, which 
he still follows. He also learned the trade 
of a carpenter and builder, which he still 
follows some. He is a skilled workman, 
and has put up some very fine houses in 
the community. In all oi his many business 
transactions he has sustained the reputation 
of an honest and upright man, and has made 
many friends, who look upon him as a man of 
true worth and influence in the community. 
During the Civil War he left a happy home, 
and with many of our other brave patriots, 
hastened to tne field of battle, where they 
valiantly defended the Union. 

In 1803 he formed a matrimonial alliance 
with Elizabeth Freiburger, and they are the 
happy parents of nine children, whose names 
are as follows : Martin ; Albert F., whose 
sketch appears elsewhere in this Book of 
Biographies ; Valentine, deceased ; Howard ; 
Levi, a mail agent; Ellen, deceased; John; 
Adam, deceased ; and David. Politically, he 
firmly upholds the principles of the Demo- 
cratic party, both by vote and voice, and was 
called upon to serve as county treasurer in 
the years 1887, 1888 and 1889. He is a mem- 
ber of McLean Post, No. 16, G. A. R., of 
Reading: of Washington Camp, No. 165, P. 
O. S. of A , of Leesport ; and ot the Grange 
of Shoemakersville. Religiously, he is a faith- 
.ful member of St. MichaePs Reformed 
Church. Mr. Mogel is a public-spirited man, 
well versed on all subjects of interest to the 

[)eople, and is closely identified with all pub- 
ic improvements and enterprises which have 
for their end the advancement of the interests 
of Centerport. 



T^HARLES E. LEIPPE. Prominent 
I QJ among the principal manufacturing 
VJ^ plants, which have brought fame to 

^^- ^ the fair name of Reading as a city 
of industry, is the Anchor Bending Works, 
which was established in Reading by Jacob 
A. Leippe, in 1880, and is now conducted by 
his two sons, J. Harry and Charles E., under 
the firm name of Jacob A. Leippe's Sons. 
Charles E. Leippe, whose portrait is presented 
on the opposite page, and about whom the 
interest of this sketch centers, is a man of ex- 
cellent business qualifications, and one of the 
good, substantial men of Reading. He is a 
son of Jacob A. and Juliana (Volweiler) 
Leippe, and was born in Lancaster County, 
Pa., on the loth day of September, 1859. 

Jacob A. Leippe, deceased, the founder of 
the family in this country, was born Novem- 
ber 20, 1834, in Steinfort, Baden, Germany, 
where he was reared, and obtained his educa- 
tion in the national schools of his native 
country, which are widely known for their 
efficiency. Each boy of that country is sup- 
posed to learn at least one useful trade, and 
young Leippe became apprenticed to that of 
a wagon-maker. Having thoroughly master- 
ed his chosen craft, he decided that the 
United States was a more desirable field of 
labor than his native country, and wisely 
emigrated hither, locating in Lancaster, in 
1854. There he industriously plied his 
trade and saved his earnings for two years, 
when he concluded to go in business on 
his own account. He located for that pur- 

Eose about four miles from the city of 
rancaster, at Greenland, where he was 
engaged in the manufacture of carriages un- 
til 1865. Upon the latter date he again took 
up his residence in Lancaster, and there 
manufactured shafts, rims and spokes for 
carriages and wagons, which was the begin- 
ning of the Anchor Bending Works of Read- 
ing. Realizing that Reading afforded better 
facilities for manufacturing than Lancaster, 
both in the point of railroad service and in 
obtaining the raw material necessary for the 
work, he came to this city and operated the 
Anchor Bending Works with the best pos- 
sible success until his demise, April 19, 1888. 
Jacob A. Leippe was one of those men who 
are bound to succeed regardless of great 
obstacles to be surmounted ; he was a firm 
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believer in concentration of effort, hence his 
entire life was devoted to one work, and the 
perfection of his trade. Although intelli- 
gently concerned in everything pertaining to 
food government, politics had no charm for 
im even as a diversion. He was a man of 
rare good judgment, one in whom the facul- 
ties of perception and the constructive ele- 
ment were highly developed. He was very 
fond of his family, and his greatest pleasure 
was realized in their midst. In 1856 he was 
united in marriage with Juliana Volweiler, 
who was born in Eppineen, Baden, German3% 
January 22, 1836, and their happ)' union 
resulted in a large family, of whom J. Harry, 
the eldest, was born at Greenland, Lancaster 
County, January 8, 1858, attended the public 
schools of Lancaster after 1865, and then took 
a course at the Cedar Hill Seminary at 
Mount Joy. He then took a course in busi- 
ness at Eastman's Business College, in 1879, 
after which he entered the employ of his 
father, and upon the death of the latter form- 
ed a partnersnip with his brother, our subject, 
and has since conducted the business. Polit- 
ically, he is an unswerving supporter of the 
Republican party, although he is not what 
would be termed an active politician. Soci- 
ally, he is a member of Camp No. 89, Patriotic 
Order Sons of America; Castle No. 51, 
Knights of the Golden Eagle ; the American 
Microscopical Society ; the Philaletical Socie- 
ty of Reading, an organization given to the 
study of stamps; the Philaletical Sons of 
America ; and the Empire State Philaletical 
Society. Mr. Leippe is undoubtedly one of 
the best informed men oi the county on the 
different stamps of the world. In religious 
attachments he is a member of Trinity Luth- 
eran Church, of which he has been vestry- 
man for some years. He was united in mar- 
riage with Ehzabeth Heupel, a daughter of 
Anthony Heupel of Pittsburg, who was inter- 
ested in the manufacture of the famous 
Westinghouse Air-Brake in that city, and 
they are the parents of the following chil- 
dren: Charles, born January 9, 1882, and 
now deceased ; Mamie, born September 27, 
1884: and Edgar, born January 28, 1887. 
The remainder of the children born to Jacob 
A. Leippe and his worthy wife were : Charles 
E., whose name heads these lines ; Mary E., 
born July 22, 1861, the wife of A. C. Hagel- 



gans of Reading; Emma L., born May 8, 
1863, is the wife of Rev. I. S. Heisler of 
Pottsville, Pa.; Kate A., born May 8, 1865, 
is the wife of Robert A. Riegel of Philadel- 
phia ; Julia v., born April 29. 1867, wife of 
J. Lewis Lengel ; Anna J., born May 10, 1870; 
Clara M , born May 16, 1874, married H. H. 
Rank of Joanna, Berks County ; Lillian Rose, 
born June 22, 1876; William T., born April 
13, 1878; and Albert A., who was born Jan- 
uary 16, 1880. 

Charles E. Leippe, the subject of this bio- 
graphical record, nrst attended school in the 
Eublic institutions of Lancaster, alter which 
e completed a course of study in Eastman's 
Business College, in 1878. He immediately 
after entered the employ of Joseph Loehr, 
manufacturer of matcnes, in New York City, 
and as compensation for his services he re- 
ceived the small sum of five dollars a week as 
a start. He remained with that company for 
one year, at the expiration of which time his 
services were so valued by them that he was 
importuned to remain with them at a salary 
of $1,800 per year, but instead he returned to 
Reading and became a bookkeeper in his 
father's establishment, continuing as such un- 
til the latter's death. Then, in company with 
his brother, he purchased the plant, and has 
since operated it, not onl}^ sustaining the 
reputation gained by his father, but adding 
to it and largely increasing the amount of 
business transacted. Mr. Leippe is also close- 
ly identified with other enterprises of note in 
Reading and other cities, being a director of 
the Schuylkill Bank, a director of the Review 
Publishing Company, a member and director 
of the Board of Trade, and chairman of the 
Manufacturers' Committee in 1897 and 1898. 
On March i, 1898, Charles E. Leippe pur- 
chased the interest of Luther E. Gable in the 
Reading Knitting Mills, which mills employ 
over 300 hands, and are the largest manufac- 
turers of exclusively 84 needle half-hose in 
the U. S. Mr. Leippe now divides his time 
between the two factories, and has charge of 
the office departments at both places. 

June 10, 1890. Mr. Leippe was joined in 
wedlock with Alice J. Brose, a daughter of 
Daniel and Mary Brose ol Lancaster County, 
and a woman of high moral character, who 
is greatly loved by her many friends. Relig- 
iously, they are members of Immanuel 
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Church of the Evangelical Association, of 
which church Mr. Leippe is president of the 
board of stewards, and a member of the board 
of trustees. He is also a trustee and treas- 
urer of the Homeopathic Hospital at Read- 
ing. Politically, he is a Republican, but has 
never aspired to public office. In social 
circles he is a well-lcnown figure, and is con- 
nected with the following Masonic Orders : 
St. John's Lodge, No. 435, F. & A. M.; Ex- 
celsior Chapter, No. 237, R. A. M.; Reading 
Commandery, No. 42, K. T. ; and Rajah 
Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S. 

The Anchor Bending Works, under the 
efficient management of its present owners, 
is one that has taken a high standing in the 
commercial world. They manufacture a high 
grade of shafts and rims, that enter into the 
manufacture of carriages, from what is known 
as second growth hickory, and wherever 
they have exhibited their goods they have 
taken first premiums. They have been 
awarded premiums at the following gather- 
ings: Lancaster State Fair in 1875; Centen- 
nial Exposition in 1876; and Provincial 
Expositions at Quebec and at Toronto. 
They give constant employment to a force 
of fifty skilled workmen. 



-OHN G. SCHEALER, president of the 
Union Manufacturing Co. and one of 
the energetic and well-to-do citizens 
of Boyertown, was born in Exeter 
township, Berks County, October 15, 1836, 
and is a son of John and Catherine (Gardner) 
Schealer. 

The great-grandfather of our subject was 
born in Germany and settled in Exeter town- 
ship, this county, when he came to this coun- 
try, and was one of the pioneer settlers of 
that township. He was the father of a large 
family of children, among whom was Wil- 
liam, the grandfather of our subject, who 
was a stonemason by trade and followed that 
occupation in Exeter township all his life. 
He was a member of the Reformed Church. 
John Schealer, the father of our subject, 
was born in Exeter township October 5, 
1793. He learned the trade of a stonemason 
from his father, which occupation he fol- 
lowed to the exclusion of all else. He was 



joined in wedlock with Catherine Gardner, 
and they reared a family of eleven children, 
of whom nine grew to maturity. They were 
as follows : William, deceased, was a car- 
penter and cabinetmaker of Colebrookdale 
township ; Harriett, widow of the late Jere- 
miah Shadier of * Seneca County, Ohio; Eliz- 
abeth, widow of the late Abraham Dehart 
of Ft. Wayne. Indiana; Malara, widow of 
James Eshbach, late of Pike township, this 
county ; Susan, widow of the late Henry 
W under of Reading, Pa.; Lavina, wife of 
John Saltzer of Colebrookdale township; 
John G., the subject of this sketch ; Augus- 
tus, deceased ; and Samuel, who runs a 
stationary engine at Reading, Pa. 

John G. Schealer was educated in the 
common schools of his native town, and then 
learned the trade of a carpenter, and for the 
past twenty-seven years has been a contrac- 
tor and builder in boyertown. Our subject 
has been engaged in tfie erection of some of 
the best business and dwelling houses in the 
town ; he is a man who always does his work 
well, and is possessed of a natural taste and 
an eye to symmetry. The evidence of this 
is observable in the structures that have 

fone up under his eye and superintendence, 
le has built the following business blocks 
and churches: the Lutheran and the Re- 
formed Churches, the Rhoads Opera House 
Block and the Boyer Block. In December, 
1898, he will have completed a new high 
school building in Boyertown. He also 
erected the building of the Union Manufac- 
turing Co., which company was organized in 
1893 and has a capital of $50,000.00. It 
manufactures all kinds of heavy and light 
castings, also the Union Detachable-Handle 
Sad Iron, which is superior to any detachable 
sad iron in the market. Mr. Schealer is the 
owner of a fruit farm of 17 acres, which con- 
tains a variety of apples, pears, peaches, 
plums and many other kinds of fruit trees ; 
he also owns a large cider press and a cold 
storage, which has a capacity ot 3,000 bar- 
rels. January 23, 1863, our subject enlisted 
in the army, and was assigned to Co. E, 75th 
Reg., Pa. Vol. Inf., under the leadership of 
Captain Roswell G. Felten. He was dis- 
charged at the expiration of his time, which 
was October 26, 1863 ; the company of which 
he was a member took part in all the engage- 
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ments of the Army of the Potomac while it 
was[in the service. Mr. Schealer was engaged 
in the battles of Chancellorsville and Gettys- 
burg, and after the latter battle his regiment 
was transferred to the Army of the South- 
West. 

Mr. Schealer was united in marriage April 
3, 1858, with Elizabeth Himmelrich, daughter 
ot John Himmelrich of Pike township, and 
they have reared two children, as follows : 
Sarah, the wife of William Babb, a farmer of 
Pike township; and Milton, who was em- 
ployed as a teacher during the first twelve 
years of his manhood, but is now teller of 
the National Bank of Boyertown. In poli- 
tics our subject is one of the leading Repub- 
licans in his community, and was elected in 
1894 and 1897 burgess of Boyertown, which 
is a strong Democratic town. Socially, he 
is a member of the Stichter Lodge, No. 254, 
F. & A. M. of Pottstown; Reading Chapter, 
No. 152; Nativity Commandery, No. 71, of 
Pottstown ; Rajah Temple, A. A. O. N. M. 
S.; Oasis ot Reading: Consistory of Blooms- 
burg; Oley Lodge, No. 218, I. O. O. F. of 
Reading; P. O. S. of A., No. 104 of Boyer- 
town ; and is one of the charter members of 
the Gen. Crooks Post, G. A. R. of Boyer- 
town. and has been adjutant of the post since 
its organization. 



'OHN COLLER HEPLER. A beau- 
tiful burying ground in which to lay 
away those who have departed this 
life IS a thing in which the citizens of 
every community take great pride. Since 
1880^ when the gentleman whose name ap- 
pears above was chosen superintendent of 
the Charles Evans* Cemetery of Reading, he 
has zealously devoted much of his time to 
the beautifying of this burying ground, 
which, with its rolling surface thickly covered 
with a layer of rich green grass, dotted here 
and there with shrubbery and lovely flower 
beds, with its winding drives and walks, and 
well laid out lots, reflects great credit upon 
the character of his work. He is a son of 
John and Elizabeth (CoUer) Hepler, and was 
born in Reading April 17, 1829. 

His grandfather was William Hepler, who 
was one of the early settlers of Philadelphia, 



locating there prior to 1793. and there spend- 
ing the remainder of his life in hard work. 
During the yellow fever epidemic he was 
engaged in hauling the bodies of the victims 
to the place of interment. John Hepler, the 
father of our subject, was born in Philadel- 
phia December 26, 1800, and came to Read- 
mg at the age of fifteen years, when he 
entered upon an apprenticeship to the house- 
carpenter s trade, serving in that capacity 
for four years and six months. He followed 
that craft all of his lite, and became a very 
prosperous man, dying in Reading December 
22, 1862. He was quite active in politics, and 
was a firm supporter of a high tariff. He 
was a consistent member of the Trinity 
Lutheran Church until 1842, when he became 
one of the organizers of St. Matthew's 
Church of the same denomination. He mar- 
ried Elizabeth Coller, who was born in Read- 
ing January 10, 1803, and died May 23, 1885. 
She was a daughter of John Coller, who was 
a native of this county, and a member of an 
old family located near Hamburg. This 
union resulted in the following issue : Wil- 
liam, who was a soldier in the Mexican War, 
went out as a private in the Ringgold Bat- 
tery U. S. Regulars, being with Gen. Zachary 
Taylor, and died of a fever at Saltillo in 1847 1 
John C, in whom the interest of this sketch 
centers; and Henry and Catherine, twins. 
Henry died in Reaaing in 1880; the latter, 
who was the wife of Joseph G. Holmes, is 
also deceased. 

John Coller Hepler obtained his educa- 
tional training in the common schools, and at 
the age of fourteen and a half years he be- 
came an apprentice to the trade of a tailor. 
After serving in that capacity for five years, 
he went to Philadelphia, where he worked 
for six months and learned cutting, when he 
returned to Reading and engaged in the 
tailoring and clothing business, which he 
followed for six years, but finally gave it up 
because of his health, the work being too 
confining. He was next employed on the P. 
& R. Railroad for some time. He then moved 
upon a small farm in the suburb of the city, 
which he farmed for a period of twenty 
years. In 1880 he was appointed superin- 
tendent of the Charles Evans* Cemetery of 
Reading, entering upon the duties of that 
office April i. This cemetery was incorpo- 
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rated in 1846, the first burial being in May of 
the following year. The cemetery grounds 
now include a tract of 127 acres, and up to 
January i, 1898, 21,000 burials had been reg- 
istered. Mr. Hepler has performed the 
duties of his position in a manner satisfactory 
to all concerned, and has made many friends 
by his faithfulness to his charge. He also 
conducts a greenhouse on the corner of 
Schuylkill and Green streets, which is in a 
prosperous condition. He is a director of 
the Mutual Fire Insurance Co., and of the 
Home for the Friendless. 

September 18, 1854, he was united in mar- 
riage with Hermelinda Abbott, a daughter of 
William Abbott, a gentleman of English 
birth, who came to Reading in 1842, and was 
one of the *49ers who went to the gold fields 
of California. He was a taxidermist, and 
after his return to Reading was employed by 
the Smithsonian Institute to secure speci- 
mens for it. Mr. and Mrs. Hepler became 
the proud parents of three children : Mary 
Meta ; George, a mail carrier, who married 
Maggie Lease of New Oxford ; and John, 
who married Katie Bean of Spring City, an 
assistant to his father. Politically, our sub- 
ject is a Republican, and has represented the 
Seventh Ward, now the Fourteenth, in the 
common council for six years. Religiously, 
he is a member of St. Matthew's Lutheran 
Church. It has been well said, that every 
man should cultivate at least one fad, should 
choose some one thing, and, either for pleasure 
or for profit, devote to the investigation of 
this one subject all of the energies of his 
spare moments. To such well directed 
efforts is the world indebted for much of the 
advance in science, art, literature and inven- 
tion. Mr. Hepler, although a busy man 
throughout life, has yet had time to cultivate 
a fad that has but few followers. He has 
traveled much, has been a close observer, 
and has made it a point to select and pre- 
serve buttons, so that at the present time he 
has perhaps the most extensive collection of 
buttons in the country, comprising about 
75,000 in number, all different in shape and 
design. To appreciate them it is necessary 
to see them, for to many a one is attached an 
interesting story that adds greatly to its 
interest and value in an historical sense. 
His collection includes buttons picked up on 



battlefields of the various wars of the 
world. Another odd collection is 800 varie- 
ties of wood gathered from all parts of the 
world. He also has many other relics that 
are of especial interest to those who are in- 
clined to history and science studies. 



T^HARLES A. Z. GRIESEMER, a 
I QJ prominent real estate man of Read- 
V%^ ing, and one of the energetic busi- 

^^ '^ ness men of that city, was born in 
Oley township, Berks County, Pa., February 
19, 1 841, and is a son of Jacob and Susan 
(Zacharias) Griesemer. 

Casper Griesemer, the great-grandfather 
of our subject, was born in Alsag^^Sermany, 
and emigrated to America aSout 1750. A 
part . of his family located in Montgomery 
County, Pa., but he located in Berks County, 
where Griesemersville is now. He tauglit 
school for a time, and later engaged in farm- 
ing. Jacob Griesemer, the father of our 
subject, was born in Oley township, this 
county ; he received a common school educa- 
tion, and when he attained his majority he 
came into possession of a large tract of land 
near Griesemersville, and engaged in the cul- 
tivation of the soil. He built a flouring mill 
in Exeter township, near the Black Bear Inn, 
on a tract of land he had purchased, and 
owned the same the rest of his life, his son, 
James Z., operating it during the last forty 
years of his father's lite. Mr. Griesemer was 
a strong Democrat in his political views. 
Religiously, he was a member of the Re- 
formed Church of Griesemersville, of which 
he was one of the founders and builders. He 
was united in the bonds ot wedlock with Su- 
san Zacharias, who was born in this county, 
near Reading, August 17, 1805. They were 
the parents of the following children : Ezra 
Z.; James Z.; Ephraim Z.; and Charles A. Z., 
the subject of this personal history. Mr. 
Griesemer passed from this lite in May, 1845. 
The mother of our subject died in February, 
1889. By a previous marriage Jacob Griese- 
mer had two children : Emma, the wife of 
John Lorah, both deceased ; Mrs. John Leize, 
who is the mother of two children, all now 
deceased. 
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Charles A. Z. Griesemer first attended the 
public schools of his native township, then 
entered the Boyertown Academy, and later 
graduated from the Freeland Seminary, now 
Ursinus College. Upon leaving school he 
taught several years in Bern, Oley and Rich- 
mond townships, and later embarked in the 
milling business in Reading; he iollowed 
that line of business some nine years, and 
then began the study of law. He has since 
given his entire attention toward real estate 
and insurance business, and is meeting with 
great success. Our subject is possessed of 
great energy and will power, commands the 
respect and affection of his associates, and is 
one of the foremost men in business circles. 

Our subject was united in marriage De- 
cember 24, 1867, with Mary Bitting, daugh- 
ter of ex-Sheriff Bitting, deceased, of Berks 
County. As results of this union two chil- 
dren were born, namely : Anna L.; and Ma- 
mie A. In 1884, Mr. Griesemer was elected 
alderman of his ward, and has since filled 
that office for eleven years. He upholds 
Democratic principles both by voice and bal- 
lot, and is now serving as notary public ; he 
also served nine years as oil inspector, having 
entered upon the duties of that office in 1878. 
He is a member of Salome Lodge, No. 105, 
I. O. O. P.; Mt. Penn Lodge, No. 65, K. of P.: 
Knights of the Golden Eagle, No. 312: and 
Camp 329, Patriotic Order Sons of Amer- 
ica. Our subject and his devoted wife are 
members and consistent workers of the Sec- 
ond Reformed Church of Reading, and he 
was a teacher in the Sunday School for a 
number of years. 



QYLBERT D. KUNKEL, a thrifty and 
Zll energetic business man of Klinesville, 
fllX and proprietor of a creamery near 
^ V*^ the village, was born in Albany 
township December 28, 1858, and is a son of 
Benjamin and Sarah (Hartman) Kunkcl. 

Benjamin Kunkel was born in Albany 
township, where he has lived all his life, fol- 
lowing the vocation of an agriculturist. He 
was united in wedlock with Sarah Hartman, 
and a family of twelve children was reared, 
who are as lollows: James, who died in 



infancy; Ellen was united in marriage to 
Benjamin Levan, and they reside in Lehigh 
Countv ; our subject was next in order ; 
Matilda, deceased ; Frances, also deceased ; 
Rose was married to Jairus Trexler, a resi- 
dent of Lehigh County ; Benjamin is a well- 
to-do and prosperous farmer of Maxatawny 
township ; Sally, deceased, was the wife of 
Dr. D. Kistler ; Lourena is the wife of George 
Lutz, and they reside in Albany township ; 
Amanda remains at home with ner parents ; 
William also remains at home; and one that 
died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. Kunkel still 
reside on their farm in Albany township, and 
are both popular and well-to-do neighbors 
and citizens. They are members of the Luth- 
eran Church. Mr. Kunkel is a stanch Demo- 
crat. 

Albert D. Kunkel acquired a liberal educa- 
tion in the public schools of his native town, 
and during nis boyhood days remained under 
the parental roof, assisting his father in the 
labors about the farm. Auer his marriage he 
moved to Klinesville, Greenwich township, 
and purchased a farm and began farming on 
his own account. In January, 1897, he bought 
a creamery, which he has since operated in 
connection with farming. He uses some 
44,000 pounds of milk during the summer 
months, and 20,000 pounds during the winter 
months, and ships large quantities of butter 
to the coal regions in the neighboring coun- 
ties, where it is always in demand. 

Our subject chose for his life companion 
Lydia K. Kistler, a native of Lynn township, 
Lehigh County, and they were married in 
1879. She was a daughter of Jacob M. and 
Lydia (Kistler) Kistler, both of whom are 
now deceased. Her father was a tanner, and 
followed that trade in connection with farm- 
ing until his death, which occurred in 1895. 
Three children was the result of this happy 
union, who were as follows: Oscar, who is 
attending the Keystone State Normal School 
at Kutztown ; and Mamie and Ada, who both 
remain at home with their parents. Our 
subject is a strong Democrat in politics, and 
earnestly labors for the success of his chosen 
party. He is now justice of the peace, hav- 
ing been elected in 1895. Socially, he is a 
member of the P. O. S. of A. Camp at Len- 
hartsville. He and his devoted wife are 
members of the Lutheran Church of Klines- 
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ville. Mr. Kunkel is in all points one of the 
best citizens of Berks County, and has mater- 
ially aided in the building up of his county 
and community. 



EO. H. NAGLE, a man of consid- 
erable prominence in the political 
circles of Reading, has served as 
president of the board of inspectors of 
prisons in Berks County with efficiency and 
to the entire satisfaction of all who are in 
any wise concerned. He is a son of Alexan- 
der and Geneva (Dilker) Nagle, and was 
born in Reading July 28, 1856. 

Alexander Nagle, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born in Germany and emigrated to 
America in 1848, becoming a naturalized citi- 
zen in 1854 or 1855. He located in Reading, 
and for twenty-five years was a prosperous 
follower of the boilermaker s trade, being 
employed in the shops of the Philadelphia 
& Reading R. R. He next went into the 
butcher business, which he followed with 
good results in Reading for twenty years, 
but he is now spending his declining years in 
the peace and quiet of a retired life. He 
formed a matrimonial alliance with Geneva 
Dilker, and they reared a family of ten chil- 
dren, five of whom are deceased. Two sons 
and three daughters are still living, namely : 
Charles W., who is in the employ of the 
Pennsylvania R. R.; Mary, the wife of George 
Ritner, an ice dealer of Reading ; Geneva, 
who married Augustus Arnold, a bookbin- 
der of Reading ; Anna, the wife of John 
Fredericks, a grocer; and George H., a 
record of whose life is here given. 

George H. Nagel was intellectually equip- 
ped for life's battle in the public scfiools of 
Reading, after which he learned the trade of 
a butcher, and entered that line of business in 
his native city. He was but fifteen years of 
age when he learned the trade, and he has fol- 
lowed it since with good results. He has 
always been found honest and obliging in all 
dealings, and is held in high esteem by a 
large circle of acquaintances. Politically, he 
is an unswerving member of the Democratic 
party, and has attained considerable distinc- 
tion in party affairs. He has frequently been, 
a delegate to county conventions, many of 

15 



them having a very important bearing in the 
county history. He has been a committee- 
man a number of times in the Tenth, Second 
and Sixteenth Wards, the different wards in 
which he has lived. In November, 1894, his 
services to the party were rewarded by his 
being elected to the board of prison inspec- 
tors, of which he was also made president. 
At the expiration of his term of three years, 
he was again elected to that office, receiving 
the support of many who opposed him- in 
the first election. 

Mr. Nagle was married to Christina Orth, 
a daughter of William Orth of Reading, 
July 27, 1 88 1, and they became the proud 
parents of nine children : Minnie May ; Alex- 
ander G.; William H.; Prudy Elizabeth; 
Christian ; John C; Lesta ; Albert Augustus, 
deceased ; and Charles, deceased. Socially, 
our subject is a member of Mt. Penn Coun- 
cil, No. 495, Royal Arcanum. 




DWIN SASSAMAN, ESQ., of whom 
we publish a portrait on the opposite 
^^ pa^e, has made a record a much 
older man might well be proud of. He is a 
rising and influential lawyer of Reading, and 
possesses more than the ordinary amount of 
business sagacity. He is a son of Augustus 
S. and Sophia (De Turk) Sassaman, and was 
born March 19, 1864, in Amity township, this 
county. 

The Sassamans trace their ancestry to Au- 
gust Sassaman of Witgenstein, a province of 
Westphalia, Germany. This ancestor emi- 
grated to America in 1775, and located in On- 
telaunee township, where he took up a large 
tract of land with a family named Gernands. 
In 1787 he sold his interest to the Gernands, 
and with his son John, great-grandfather of 
our subject, located at Clayton, Hereford 
township, this county. John Sassaman, the 
son, was a well known farmer and blacksmith 
on the old state road leading from Philadel- 
phia to Tamaqua. There the grandfather of 
our subject, Christian Sassaman, was born 
December 25, 1809, and remained on the farm 
with his father until 1819, when, having dis- 
posed of the farm, they moved to Douglass 
township, this county, and bought another 
farm. In 1859 ^^^ father died, and Christian 
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bought the farm and lived upon it until the 
17th of March, 1890, when he died. He 
learned the trade of a blacksmith, but only 
worked at it a short time, when he took up 
farming, to which he afterwards devoted his 
entire time. He was a Jeffersonian Demo- 
crat and took a very active part in the early 
politics of his section. He was an instructor 
m the schools for a number of years, and was 
a great friend of the public school, doing 
much to keep alive the interest in and ad- 
vance the cause of education. He was a 
?food and true man, and his death was wide- 
y mourned. 

Augustus Sassaman, the father of our sub- 
ject, was born February 7, 1834, in Douglass 
township, and was there reared and received 
his education. At the age of seventeen years 
he became one of the instructors in the Mt. 
Pleasant Seminary at Boyertown. and later 
became its principal. This position he con- 
tinued to hold until 1854, when he entered 
Dickinson College, from which he was grad- 
uated in 1856. He then became principal of 
the Union Seminary at New Berlin, Union 
County, this state, and was admitted to the 
bar in that county in December, 1861. He 
practiced there two years and then removed 
to Reading, where he continued to practice 
until his death, September 17, 1895. He 
was a Democrat in politics, but was not an 
aggressive partisan. 1 he only time he ever 
consented to run for office was in 1875, when 
he was elected to the office of judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas. He served one 
term and declined a re-election. He pos- 
sessed a mind of keen penetration, and rare 
analytical power ; his learning and impartiality 
commanded respect; his own dignined man- 
ner inspired decorum in others; and his 
term on the bench only strengthened the re- 
gard in which he was formerly held. He 
was a man of strong will, and as a judge was 
very popular, his rulings giving the highest 
satisfaction. He was a member of the Ger- 
man Reformed Church, and was a liberal 
contributor to that organization, and a trus- 
tee for over twenty years. He was a mem- 
ber of the Masonic Order. He was twice 
married ; his first wife, Sophia DeTurk, the 
mother of our subject, bore him the follow- 
ing family : Margaret, the wife of Henry G. 
Moser, a nephew of Judge Moser of Cum- 



berland County, and a justice of the peace in 
Amity township, this county ; Jacob C, who 
is a farmer of Amity township ; Blanche S., 
wife of Dr. Ambrose Pefler of Dillsburg, 
York County, and a nephew of the celebrat- 
ed Kansas senator of the same name : and 
Edwin, our subject. He was again united in 
matrimony, after his first wife*s decease, the 
bride being Louisa De Turk, a sister of his 
former wife. But one child was born to them, 
Louis A., an attorney of Reading. 

Edwin Sassaman graduated from the Palat- 
inate College at Myerstown, Lebanon County, 
in 1883, and in 1884 from Franklin and Mar- 
shall College. He then took up the study of 
law with Judge James N. Ermentrout, being 
the only student ever taken by that able jur- 
ist. He was deputy prothonotary the first 
year of his studying. He was aamitted to 
the bar on March 20, 1887, and has practiced 
in Reading since with the best success. He 
is a Democrat, but is not tied down to party 
views, being an independent thinker, and in- 
clined to form his own opinions on political 
as on all other matters. He is a member of 
the Patriotic Order Sons ot America, and 
holds fellowship in a number of other organi- 
zations. 

Mr. Sassaman was united in wedlock with 
Ella C. Kauffman, a daughter of Ephraim K. 
Kauffman of Oley township, whose portrait 
and biography appear elsewhere in this 
work. Mr. and Mrs. Sassaman have but one 
child, a bright little girl, Mabel, who came as 
a Christmas present in 1890. Mr. Sassaman 
is a shrewd business man, and is president of 
the Sallade Lumber Co., of which he was one 
of the organizers. He and A. G. Sallade are 
virtually the owners and controllers of this 
company, and are extensive manufacturers 
of lumber, having mills in operation in Ches- 
ter and York Counties, handling about 500 
cars annually. He is interested in various 
enterprises in the city, and is a liberal, public 
spirited citizen. He is a very popular man, 
and is well and favorably known throughout 
the county. 

The De Turks, from which family his 
mother came, were of French Huguenot 
stock, and were among the first settlers of 
Oley township. They were quiet and unas- 
suming people, but popular in the neighbor- 
hood, and among the best citizens the section 
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ever knew. Their connections, by intermar- 
riage and descent, now include the greater 
portion of the township, and they are a 
very prosperous, thrifty class of people. 
They have the original' title papers to the 
homestead south of Friedensburg, dated in 
1720, and entered by Isaac De Turk, and part 
of the land, which then contained 312 acres, 
is still in possession of the family. From 
him descended Jacob, John and Philip De 
Turk, in a direct line to the grandfather of 
Edwin Sassaman. 



-OHN G. SCHOFER, proprietor of the 
Schofer Hotel and a prominent mer- 
chant of Maxatawny township, was 
born in Wurtemberg, Germany, Feb- 
ruary 8, 1825, and is a son of John George 
and Kegina Dorothea (Baeder) Schofer, both 
natives of Wurtemberg, Germany. 

John George Schofer was a rope maker hy 
trade, which he followed in Germany until 
1832, when he emigrated to the United 
States and located in Oley township, Berks 
Count3% Pa.; there he again took up his 
former occupation, and in addition he fol- 
lowed brush making. Later he moved to 
District township, where he spent the rest of 
his active days. He marriecl Regina Doro- 
thea Baeder, and they reared a large family 
of children, namely : Jacob Frederick, who 
died in Rock Island, 111.; John G., the subject 
of this sketch ; Fredericka Caroline, deceased ; 
Christopher Henry, a baker residing in 
Reading; Salome, the wife of Benneville 
Adams and a resident of St. Lawrence, Pa.; 
a son that died in infancy ; William, a wid- 
ower and a resident of Reading; James, a 
retired farmer and capitalist living in Mont- 
gomery County; and Elizabeth, the wife of 
David Deiner of Pike township. Mr. Schofer 
died August 21, 1872. The mother of our 
subject passed from this life January 3, 1855. 
John Gottlieb Schofer was educated in the 
public schools of his native town, and at the 
age of twenty-one years learned the trade of 
a miller, which he followed in Pike township, 
Berks County, two years. He then went to 
Bower's Station, and for three years was 
engaged with Daniel Grim ; at the expiration 
of that time he removed to Greenwich town- 



ship, where he purchased a grist mill, which 
he successfully operated for a period of 
twenty-two years. Selling his mill, he moved 
to Maxatawny township, where he bought 
his present property, known as the Schofer 
Hotel and Tavern, which is considered a 
first-class hotel by transients, all of whom 
make it their headquarters when stopping in 
the place. Our subject also conducts a gen- 
eral merchandise store, in which he carries a 
full line of groceries and dry goods, and has 
the patronage of the village and the sur- 
rounding country. 

Mr. Schofer was joined in marriage with 
Susanna Bieber, a native of Maxatawny 
township, and to them was born a family of 
three children: John H.; Louisiana Elizabeth; 
and Cyrus J., who died in infancy. John H. 
was born December 17, 1851, and has been 
twice married. His first wife was Lucinda 
Leibensperger, by whom he had six children, 
namely : Jacob ; Susan P.; Cyrus A.; Frank 
J.; Mary J.; and Andrew C. Upon her 
death, he married Hattie TroUinger, who 
bore him two children : Victoria E.; and Eva 
A. Louisiana Elizabeth is the wife of Will- 
iam D. Fisher, a resident of Rotherocksville, 
this county. Mr. Schofer and son, John 
H., are firm supporters of the Democratic 
party, and his son has held the office of post- 
master of Schofer since 1882. Our subject 
and family are popular and consistent work- 
ers of the Lutheran Church, and Mr. Schofer 
is at present an elder of that church. John 
H. Schofer is also associate editor for the 
Reading Daily Eagle and Kutztown Patriot, 




MIL L. NUEBLING, superintendent 
and engineer of the Reading Water 
Works, is one of the ablest and most 
proficient civil engineers to be found in this 
part ol the state. Especial attention was 
given this branch of learning in his educa- 
tion, when it was discovered, at an early age, 
that he had a remarkable aptitude for it. He 
is a son of George and Agatha (Obert) Nueb- 
ling, and was born in Reading May 11, 1868. 
The grandfather of Mr. Nuebhng was a 
native of Germany, and died in that country, 
having been for many years burgess of his 
native town. George Nuebling, his son and 
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the father of our subject, was born in Dentz- 
lingen, in the province of Baden, Germany. 
He was educated in that country, and served 
the usual term as a soldier, being in what 
was known as the pioneers of the regular 
army. When he came to America, he locat- 
ed in Reading, where he worked at the trade 
of a machinist for various firms, and then 
opened a machine shop of his own. He is a 
Democrat, and served as councilman one 
term. He was married to Agatha Obert, 
and among his family was the subject of this 
biography. 

Emil L. Nuebling was educated in the pub- 
lic schools of Reading, and graduated from 
the Reading High School in June, 1885. He 
made such rapid progress in mathematics, 
and showed such marked ability for that 
study, it was decided that he should take up 
the study of civil engineering, which he did, 
first under A. Harvey Tyson. He then 
worked in the city engineering department, 
under the city engineers, Daniel Housum 
and J. Gearhart Young, and there obtained 
much practical information. He next worked 
with C. Ph. Bassett of Newark, New Jersey, 
and after that engaged in business with How- 
ard E. Ahrens at engineering and contract- 
ing, for two years, \vhen he received an ap- 
pointment under E. F. Smith, engineer and 
superintendent of the Schuylkill Navigation 
Co., in which connection he remained about 
a year. He then accepted a position with 
the engineering department of the P. & R. 
R. R., at Reading, tor a short time, when he 
once more entered the service of his old em- 
ployer, Mr. Bassett, with whom he remained 
for three years, at Orange and Summit, New 
Jersey. In 1895 he returned to Reading and 
accepted the position he now holds, as en- 
gineer and superintendent of the Reading 
Water Works. This office he has filled in a 
most acceptable manner, showing his skill 
and ability in everything accomplished. 

Mr. Nuebling was married March 11, 1891, 
to Mary Doerrmann, and has a family of 
bright, interesting children, viz: Walter 
John : Dorotha Riary ; George Emil ; Mar- 
guerite Lena; Marks Ernst; and Paul Ed- 
ward. These children are all living. Mr. 
Nuebling is a member of the New England 
and the American Water Works Associa- 
tions, and the Engineers* Club of Philadel- 



phia, and takes a deep interest in anything 
that pertains to his work in any way. He is 
an agreeable, sociable gentleman, and has 
many friends. 



ISAAC MOLL, who is a member of the 
firm of Moll & Richardson, dealers in 
general merchandise and farming imple- 
ments, is one of the energetic and pro- 
gressive business men of Strausstown, Berks 
County, Pa. He is a son of George and 
wSusanna (Unger) Moll, and was born in Perry 
township, Berks County, May 10, 1851. 

George Moll, the father of our subject, was 
born in Maiden Creek township, Berks 
County, but moved to Perry township, where 
he was engaged in agricultural pursuits until 
1857. In that year he moved to Upper Tul- 
pehocken township and located upon a farm, 
upon which he lived until his death in 1876. 
Besides following the occupation of a farmer, 
he was a stone mason by trade, and followed 
it to a certain extent throughout life.' He 
was joined in wedlock with Susanna Unger, 
a native of Perry township, and they became 
the happy parents of seven children, four of 
whom are still living: Alfred, who resides in 
Jefferson township, is an agriculturist and 
was a soldier of the Civil War; Isaac, the 
gentleman whose name heads this sketch ; 
George, a farmer residing in Penn township, 
Berks County ; Ellen, tne wife of S. W. 
Lesher, who conducts a general merchandise 
store at Shortlesville, Berks County ; Rich- 
ard, who gave up his life in defense of his 
country during the Civil War; Daniel, de- 
ceased ; and John, aLso deceased. 

Isaac Moll obtained a good English educa- 
tion in the common schools, and worked 
upon the home farm until 1870, when he 
engaged in the milling business in Penn 
township for one year. He then purchased a 
grist mill at Bernville, and operated it for 
two years, when he returned home and 
remained until after his father's demise. He 
was then engaged in the cultivation of the 
soil lor eleven years, or until 1888, when he 
moved to Strausstown and formed a partner- 
ship with Thomas M. Richardson. The firm 
name is Moll & Richardson, and they con- 
duct a large general store, also having a large 
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farming implement warehouse, in which they 
carry a complete line of binders, mowers, 

?lows, drills, rakes, harrows and grinders, 
hey are energetic and wide-awake business 
men^ and have the patronage of the leading 
citizens of Tulpehocken township. 

In 1874 Mr. Moll was united in hymeneal 
bonds with Hannah Christman, a daughter of 
Levi Christman, who was a farmer of Tulpe- 
hocken township, and they are the proud 
Sarents of eight children : Emma ; fellen ; 
Lichard ; Roger; Homer; Kate Elizabeth, 
deceased ; Mary, deceased ; and Sallie, de- 
ceased. In religious belief, he is a member 
of the Reformed Church, of which he is also 
a trustee. Politically, he is a stanch sup- 
porter of the principles of the Republican 
party. 



^-^HARLES M. HECKMAN, a progres- 
I QL/ sive and successful farmer residing in 
VJ[g^ Earl township, Berks County, Pa., 

^^*— ^ was born in Maiden Creek town- 
ship, April 20, 1859, *^"d is a son of Joseph 
ana Louisa (Masser) Heckman. 

Daniel Heckman, the grandfather of our 
subject, was a farmer by vocation, which he 
followed all his life in Alsace township, this 
county, until his death, which occurred at 
the age of fifty-one years. He was a member 
of the Lutheran Church. He married Esther 
Noll, who bore him a family of twelve chil- 
dren. Joseph Heckman was his father's 
third child, and was born in Alsace township 
November 8, 1827. He was successfully 
engaged in tilling the soil until 1884, when 
he retired from active work and is passing 
life's twilight in ease. Politically, Mr. Heck- 
man is a Democrat ; in religious views he is 
a member of the Lutheran Church. He 
wedded Louisa Masser, daughter of Daniel 
Masser, a wheelwright and farmer of Alsace 
township. To Mr. and Mrs. Heckman were 
born eight children, who were as follows: 
Sarah, the wile of Jacob Hahn, a retired 
farmer living in Muhlenberg, this county; 
Emma married Daniel Ritter, a farmer of 
Exeter township ; Charles M., the subject of 
this sketch ; Adam, a farmer residing in 
Douglass township ; Kate, the wife of John 
Moore, a florist of Alsace township ; John, a 

16* 



laborer living in Exeter township ; Ellen, the 
wife of Nicholas Flickinger, a blacksmith of 
Union township ; and Louisa, a resident of 
Reading. 

Charles M. Heckman was born in Maiden 
Creek township and resided with his father 
until eighteen years of age, when he left 
home and took a two years' course in the 
Scientific Academy at Reading. After com- 
pleting his studies he returned to Exeter 
township, where his father was at that time 
residing. The succeeding four years were 
spent at farming, mostly in Oley township. 

In 1884 his father purchased the farm in 
Earl township, consisting of 118 acres of 
finely improved land, upon which he and his 
son are now residing. Our subject has made 
many improvements upon it since it came 
into their possession, has opened up a lime- 
stone quarry, and has put in a Boomer & 
Boshert cider press, manufactured in Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., which press has a daily capacity 
of 5,000 gallons. He not only makes very 
fine cider, but makes a superior quality of 
apple butter, which is made in two large 
wooden tanks, which are heated by copper 
coiled steam pipes. Our subject is also en- 
gaged in huckstering, which he finds very 
profitable. 

Mr. Heckman is a member of the P. O. S. 
of A. In political views, he takes an active 
interest in the success of the Democratic 
party, and has been elected on that ticket as 
a school director for a term of three years. 
Mr. and Mrs. Heckman are both popular and 
devoted members of the Lutheran Church. 
April 21, 1883, Mr. Heckman was joined in 
Hymen's bonds with Mary Flickinger, daugh- 
ter of Joseph Flickinger, a blacksmith resid- 
ing in Douglass township. 



/pTEORGE W. HARRISON, the well- 
I gT known treasurer of the E. and G. 
vLlJ- Brooke Iron Co. of Birdsboro, Berks 
County, comes of a family which is of Eng- 
lish extraction, and has long been connected 
with the growth and development of Berks 
County. He is a son of Caleb and Mary 
Boone (Maurer) Harrison, and was born on 
the old Harrison homestead in Union town- 
ship, Berks County, Pa., June 8, 1833. 
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He traces his ancestry back to Gen. John 
Harrison, who had charge of the execution 
of Kine Charles I, and for which offence 
against nis father he was beheaded bv Charles 
11 on his accession to the throne. The three 
sons of Gen. Harrison were either banished 
from their native country, or fled to America, 
locating in Virginia, where two of them re- 
mained until their death. Tradition says that 
one of these two brothers is the ancestor of 
ex-President Benjamin Harrison, and the 
other was John Harrison, the great-grand- 
father of our subject, who was employed by 
William Penn as a surveyor in this section of 
Pennsylvania. In 1732 he was given a patent 
to a large tract of land on the south bank of 
the Schuylkill River, extending from Hay 
Creek, which now passes directly through 
the village of Birdsboro. to Mount Airy, a 
distance of two miles ; it also extended back 
one mile. This tract of land is in the most 
fertile section of the state, and was a very 
valuable piece of property. Upon it he 
erected a home, and spent the remainder of 
his days as a gentleman farmer. He was a 
prominent member of the Society of Friends. 
His son, John Harrison, the grandfather of 
our subject, who succeeded to the ownership 
of the homestead, followed the life of a gentle- 
man larmer. He was also a member of the 
Society of Friends. He reared a large fam- 
ily of children, one of whom was Caleb Har- 
rison, the father of our subject, who was born 
in Robeson township, on the old homestead, 
in 1799. He succeeded to part of the home 
estate, and like his forefathers, might be 
termed a gentleman farmer. For thirty years 
he filled the office of justice of the peace, 
receiving his first commission from Governor 
Snyder. He took an active interest in all 
public enterprises which had for an end the 
advancement of the social, moral and educa- 
tional interests of the town. He was especi- 
ally prominent in educational matters, and 
for many years served on the school board, 
and materially assisted in establishing the free 
school system. He also assisted in establish- 
ing a select school in Birdsboro, known as 
the Philomathian Academy. Although his 
ancestors were all members of the Society of 
Friends, and he was brought up under similar 
influences, during his latter years he was 
identified with St. Michael's Episcopal Church 



of Birdsboro. He was twice united in the 
holy bonds of wedlock, his first wife being 
Hannah Todd, by whom he had three chil- 
dren. His second union was with Mary 
Boone Maurer, a daughter of Isaac and Mary 
(Boone) Maurer. She was reared by her 
grandfather, Joseph Boone, who was one of 
the pioneer Friends and farmers of the 
county. He was a brother of Daniel Boone, 
whose name was quite famous in Kentucky. 
He married Mary Lincoln, a member of an 
old Quaker family, and a near relative of 
President Abraham Lincoln. Mr. and Mrs. 
Harrison reared a family of six children, the 
second born being George W., whose name 
appears at the head of this personal history. 
George W. Harrison was brought up on 
the farm, and obtained his education in the 
public schools. At the age of fifteen years 
he left school and became a clerk in the store 
conducted by his brother-in-law, John Bland, 
in the village of Mount Airy. He remained 
there one year, and when Mr. Bland pur- 
chased a store in Birdsboro, he was sent 
there to open the establishment. Although 
but a youtn of sixteen years, he had the con- 
fidence of his employer, and the entire store 
was turned over to his management. After 
conducting the store for sixteen years he was 
taken into partnership, and the firm name for 
the following five years was Bland & Harri- 
son. At the expiration of that time our sub- 
ject bought the entire business and conducted 
it for a period of two years, or until 1 862, when 
he became chief clerk to Major Henry S. Kupp, 
commissioner of drafting for military service 
for the District of Berks County, under a law 
then in force. He retained that position un- 
til the government passed a draft law and 
Major Kupp became provost-marshal, and 
our subject continued as his chief clerk. In 
1865 he was made commissioner of drafts 
by Edwin M. Stanton, who was then Secre- 
tary of War, and he held that position until 
the close of the war. During the war his 
wife gradually disposed of his stock of mer- 
chandise, and at its close he became freight 
agent and assistant ticket agent on the P. & 
R. R. R. at Birdsboro, which position he 
held until 1869. He then became cashier 
and bookkeeper for E. & G. Brooke, iron 
manufacturers of Birdsboro, serving in that 
capacity until 1880, when the firm was merg- 
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ed into the E. & G. Brooke Iron Co., and Mr. 
Harrison was made treasurer of the organiza- 
tion. He is a man of more than ordinary 
business ability, shrewd and calculating, 
honest and upright, and in performing the 
duties of his present office, he has not only 
won the favor and respect of those associated 
in business with him, but has made friends 
of all with whom he has dealt. Being of a 
kind and genial disposition, earnest and sin- 
cere in his friendships, he is firmly established 
in the affections of his fellow-citizens, who 
respect him as a dutiful citizen and esteem 
him as a true neighbor and friend. 

January 31, 1858, he was joined in hymen- 
eal bonds with Hannah Amelia Knabb, a 
daughter of Daniel Y. Knabb, a late farmer 
oi Union township, and they are the happy 

Earents of two sons, namely : Ward of Birds- 
oro; and Henry K., a resident of Birdsboro 
and teller of the Reading National Bank. 
The members of the family are members of 
St. Michael's Episcopal Church of Birdsboro, 
of which our subject is a vestryman. He is 
also superintendent, secretary and treasurer 
of St. Michaers Cemeterj. Politically, he 
firmly supports the principles of the Repub- 
lican party. He was one of the organizers 
of the borough of Birdsboro, and one of the 
first councilmen. He has always been identi- 
fied with enterprises which tended toward 
the advancement of the condition of the com- 
munity, and is vice-president of the First 
National Bank of Birdsboro : director of 
the Pennsylvania Diamond Drill & Ma- 
chine Co. of Birdsboro ; and a director of 
the Reading Foundry. Socially, he is a 
member of Chandler Lodge, No. 227, F. & 
A. M., of Reading. 



'OHN MARSHALL BERTOLET, M. 

D., of Reading, whose portrait we 
present on the opposite page, is a man 
of varied resources, intelligent and 
accomplished. He was born in Reading, 
July 16, 1857, ^"d early developed a love for 
learning and a thirst for information that led 
him to apply himself assiduously at work on 
some unexplained subject, while other boys 
at his age were engaged at their play. In 
this manner he learned the art ot photog- 



raphy, following it as a pastime and entirely 
for his own gratification. In a like manner 
he took up telegraphy, and became an ac- 
complished telegrapher. Not content with 
these researches, he is still continually delv- 
ing in, to him, unexplored fields, and adding 
to his stock of knowledge much that is not 
only a pleasure to him, but oftimes a help 
to others. The family is of French Hugue- 
not stock, his immediate ancestors, Horace 
T. D. and Adaline (Miller) Bertolet, how- 
ever, being natives of this country. 

The maternal grandfather of our subject, 
John Harner Miller, was a son of Philip 
Miller of Berks County, and was born near 
Baumstown, in that county, dying in 1876 at 
the ripe old age of eighty-two years. He 
learned the trade of a millwright, which he 
followed during the early part of his life, but 
afterwards engaged in the work of an agri- 
culturist. He moved to Warwick, Chester 
County, where he married Martha Thomas, 
who attained the advanced age of almost 
ninety-five years before passing into the un- 
known beyond. She was a daughter of 
Edward Thomas, and a granddaughter of 
Ezekiel Thomas, who came from Wales and 
settled in what is now Warwick township, 
Chester County, where he entered upon a 
thousand acres of land in the vicinity of St. 
Mary's. Adaline (Miller) Bertolet was born 
May 20, 1832. 

Horace T. D. Bertolet was born in Oley 
township, and during his childhood and 
early boyhood lived in Friedensburg, Berks 
County. When yet a lad ot probably 
sixteen or eighteen years, he entered the 
employ of the Philadelphia & Reading Rail- 
road. Here his mechanical genius was so 
apparent that it attracted great attention and 
was a matter of surprise to his employers. 
He soon developed great skill, and was the 
best mechanic in the employ of the company, 
and so considered by them. One of his in- 
ventions now in use by all of the railroads in 
the United States is a cylinder cock appara- 
tus for exhausting the water from the cylin- 
ders of locomotives, in place of the ordinary 
stop cock. He afterwards entered the draught- 
ing department of the Philadelphia & Read- 
ing Railroad, and many of the best machin- 
ists of the city to-day were students under 
him in mechanical drawing. He was a natu- 
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ral genius in mechanics, and was widely 
known for his skill. His future looked most 
promising, and his friends predicted for him 
a brilliant career in that field, but most un- 
fortunately their prediction was never ful- 
filled. His untimely death at the age of thirty- 
four years cut on the life that had begun 
with such a promise of usefulness, and was 
the cause of universal sorrow to all those 
who knew or had heard of him. His union 
with Adaline Miller was blessed with the 
following children, who were born to per- 
petuate his name and memory: Dr. John 
Marshall ; Ida E., the wife of Dr. D. Heber 
Plank of Morgantown ; William G., manager 
o( the Postal Telegraph Office in Reading, 
who died in 1889; Kate, the wife of Dr. E. 
E. Bower, a dentist of Camden, N. J.; and 
Ella S., the wife of Edward F. Mehary of 
Philadelphia. 

Dr. John Marshall Bertolet received a 
good education ; he first attended the com- 
mon schools, and subsequently graduated 
from the Keystone State Normal School of 
Kutztown. He learned photography, and 
made that his occupation for a while, at the 
same time learning telegraphy, and upon be- 
coming an able operator he was employed 
by the Reading Railroad Company at vari- 
ous points for a period of fifteen years, the 
last position in that capacity being in the 
dispatcher's office in Reading. He then ac- 
cepted a position as manager of the Lehigh 
Telegraph Company, in connection with the 
American Union lines, one of Jay Gould's 
monopolies, and later was manager of the 
Postal Telegraph and Cable Company in 
Reading for a number of years. He was the 
first operator employed by the Pennsyl- 
vania & Schuylkill Valley Railroad when it 
was completed to Readmg. He was then 
elected teller of the Second National Bank 
of Reading, a position he held for four years, 
after which he organized the Reading Na- 
tional Bank and was elected its cashier and 
served a short time, relinquishing the posi- 
tion to accept that of city treasurer of Read- 
ing. In the meantime he had taken up the 
study of medicine, and while serving as city 
treasurer, he attended the Jefferson Medical 
College of Philadelphia, completing the 
course in May, 1896. Since that time he has 
been practicing his profession in Reading with 
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ratifying results. He is also a skilled short- 
and reporter and typewriter, and is the 
Associated Press representative in that city 
and special correspondent of Chicago, New 
York, Cincinnati and other papers. In addi- 
tion to this he is an accomplished mechanic, 
and would have no difficulty in making his 
knowledge in this particular industry bring 
him a neat income if he so desired. 

Dr. Bertolet was married November 16, 
1882, to Miss Louisa T. Deeter, a daughter 
of Abraham M. and Anna (Trehr) Deeter, of 
Baumstown, Berks County, and a grand- 
daughter, on the maternal side, of Daniel 
and Julia Trehr. Mr. Trehr, a resident of 
Baumstown, died in 1876, at the age of sixty- 
nine years, and his wife still survives him, 
and is living on the old homestead in the 
eighty-sixth year of her age. Two children 
blessed the home of our subject, namely : 
Horace T., deceased ; and John Allan, who 
was born May 26, 1889. He was at one time 
the nominee of the Republican party for 
city treasurer, and was elected by a large 
majority, although the city was strongly 
Democratic. His term of office lasted until 
April, 1896, a period of three years; he was 
a candidate for re-election, but met defeat 
with the entire Republican ticket. He is a 
member of the Reading Medical Associa- 
tion, the Berks County Medical Society; 
the Pennsylvania State Medical Society, and 
the American Medical Association, and is 
devoting his time to his profession in such a 
manner that augurs well for his future. In 
private life he is invariably pleasant and in- 
dulgent, while his public life will stand the 
closest scrutiny, and he is honored and re- 
spected by all. 
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ILLIAM D. SUNDAY, a leading 
farmer and stock raiser of Green- 
wich township, is a son of Jacob 
and Leah (Dunkel) Sunday, and was born in 
Greenwich township, August 20, 1839. 

His grandfather was Martin Sunday, who 
came to Greenwich township at an early day 
and settled on the farm which is now owned 
by our subject. He lived there until his 
death, and was a well known agriculturist. 
Jacob Sunday the lather of our subject, was 
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born in Greenwich township, where he fol- 
lowed farming on the homestead farm all of 
his life. He was a public-spirited man and 
took an active interest in the welfare of his 
fellow workers along the line of agriculture, 
with whom he was very popular. He was uni- 
ted in marriage with Leah Dunkel, a native of 
Perry township, and they reared nine children, 
whose names are as follows: Christiana, de- 
ceased ; William D., whose name appears at 
the head of these lines ; Henry, who died at 
the age of sixteen years ; Jacob, a miller and 
farmer who lives in Jefferson township, this 
county; Simon, a retired merchant of Lees- 
port, ra.; John, a brickmaker of Shoemakers- 
ville ; Joel, who is farming on the old home- 
stead, near our subject ; Hettie, the wife of 
Joel Balthaser of Windsor township: and 
Amelia, who died at an early age. Mr. Sun- 
day folded his hands in final rest in the year 
1886, and his beloved wife survived him two 
years. 

William D. Sunday received his intellect- 
ual training in the common schools and was 
reared on his father's farm. After his first 
marriage, he settled down on 38 acres of the 
homestead farm, which he has since been en- 
gaged in cultivating. He has made many 
improvements, both on the soil and buildings, 
ana carries on general farming, making a 
specialty of stock raising. To his being an 
energetic and industrious worker may be at- 
tributed much of his success. Honest and 
fair in all business dealings, he has won the 
respect and good will of his neighbors and 
fellow citizens. 

October 27, i860, he was united in the holy 
bonds of wedlock with Sophia Dreibelbis, a 
daughter of Ephraim Dreibelbis, a farmer 
and mill owner of Perry township, and they 
became the proud parents of the following 
children: George E., who died young; the 
second child was unnamed and died in infan- 
cy ; Elwood, who married Alice Dietrich, 
and after her death married Ellen Levan, is 
a miller and farmer in Maxatawny township; 
and Mary L., who is now residing at home. 
Mrs. Sunday passed into the unknown be- 
yond January 4, 1868. Our subject formed 
a second matrimonial alliance April 5, 1878, 
his wife being Annie Juria, who was born 
August 24, 1863, in \Vindsor township, a 
daughter of James and Elizabeth (Hemly) 



Juria, both of whom are now living on a 
farm in Windsor township. This union was 
blessed by the birth of two children, namely: 
William R.; and Curtis Jacob. They are 
members of the Lutheran Church, of which 
our subject was deacon and elder at one time. 
In political belief he is a stanch Democrat, 
and has served as auditor for one term. 




ETH A. BROWN, justice of the 
peace at Lobachsville, and one of 
the enterprising farmers of Pike 
township, is a son of Levi and 
Mary (Barndt) Brown, and was born in Lees- 
port, January 29, 1861. 

Daniel Brown, the grandfather of our sub- 
ject, was a tailor by trade, and a resident of 
Pricetown, Berks County, where he died in 
1884. He was an active member of the Luth- 
eran Church of Pricetown. He married a 
Miss Bush, who bore him six children: Levi, 
the father of our subject ; Edwin, a box man- 
ufacturer of Reading ; Mrs. Amelia (Hoch), 
deceased ; Mrs. Kate (Rahnzahn) of Price- 
town ; Mrs. Sarah (Briel) of Reading ; and 
Mrs. Caroline (Rahnzahn) of Reading. 

Levi Brown, the father of our subject, was 
born in Pricetown, and died in Lobachsville 
February 14, 1872, at the age of forty-two 
years. Upon leaving school he clerked in a 
store, and later embarked in the mercantile 
business for a period of ten years. Relig- 
iously, he was a member of the Lutheran 
Church of Lobachsville, and was treasurer 
of St. Paul's Church of Lobachsville* He 
was wedded to Mary Barndt, and they reared 
three sons and one daughter, who were as 
follows : Seth A., whose name heads the above 
lines ; George, a machinist in the Colebrook- 
dale Iron Works; Howard, a respected far- 
mer of Pike township, this county ; and Mary, 
who died in infancy. 

Seth A. Brown received his education in 
the common schools and at the Reading 
Grammar School, and then clerked in a store 
for seven years. He conducted a hotel at 
Lobachsville for two years ; was postmaster 
of that town for two years, and later moved 
on a small farm near Lobachsville, which he 
managed for two jears, and then purchased 
a small one, and, m addition to farming, car- 
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ried the mail from Lobachsville to Reinert. 
Mr. Brown takes a great interest in valuable 
old relics, and is the owner of many curiosi- 
ties, among which is a paper published by 
Benjamin Franklin and a calendar of 1721, 
and a piece of roofing tile taken from a house 
in Pike township that was built about 1746. 
In 1895 our subject was elected justice of 
the peace, a position to which he is well fitted. 
He was married August 13, 1 881, to Savan- 
nah Haas, daughter of Joel Haas, a black- 
smith by trade, but now a farmer of Price- 
town. Two sons and two daughters were 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Brown. They are as 
follows: Daniel, Sallie, Wellington and Mary. 



T^OLONEL WILLIAM HEINS is a 
I QJ retired merchant and farmer of Esh- 
VJ^ bach, and one of the most promi- 

^**— -^ nent men in that community. He 
is a son of Daniel and Elizabeth (Hearring) 
Heins, and was born July 21, 1823, in Ger- 
mantown, Philadelphia County, Pa. 

The Heins family was one of the oldest 
and best known German families of Philadel- 
phia County. The grandfather of our sub- 
ject was an agriculturist, and lived near the 
village of Mt. Airy, now a part of German- 
town, on what was at that time known as the 
township-line road. He was very successful 
in his business ventures, and bore the reputa- 
tion of being an exceptionally prosperous 
farmer. He was the father of the following 
children: Peter; Charles; Abraham; Daniel, 
the father of our subject ; Hettie, who married 
John Siner ; Sally, the wife of a Mr. Beecher; 
Sarah, deceased; and Mrs. Jacob Bechtel. 
They were members of the Lutheran Church. 

Daniel Heins was born in 1779 in the vil- 
lage of Germantown. He was reared on his 
father's farm, and after arriving at manhood 
became proprietor of a hotel in Germantown. 
He conducted the Washington House, and in 
such a manner as to gain the favor of his 
patrons and make it one of the most popular 
hotels in the place. He later took charge of 
the Dove Hotel at Mt, Airy, and also did 
some farming. Religiously, he was a faithful 
member of the Lutheran Church. He was 
united in marriage with Elizabeth Hearring, 
in March, 1816, and the following children 



blessed their union: John, who was born 
February 10, 1817, was a farmer of Norris- 
town, Pa., and owned part of the farm upon 
which the Norristown Asylum now stands; 
Hannah, deceased, was born November 18, 
1 8 19; Susan, deceased, was born February 2, 
1821 ; Anna Margaret, deceased, was born 
March 2, 1825; Elizabeth, the wife of John 
Guisen of Philadelphia, was born January 20, 
1827; Daniel, who was born September 20, 
1829, and died May 25, 1858, was a clerk and 
lived in Montgomery County ; and William, 
the subject of this biography. Mrs. Heins 
died May 25, 1833, and her husband survived 
her nine years, dying February 23, 1842. 

Colonel William Heins was reared on a 
farm, and was mentally prepared for life's 
duties in the common schools. After leaving 
school he began clerking in a store in Sassa- 
mansville, Alontgomery County, continuing 
for two years. He then moved to New 
Berlinville, Berks County, where he was 
.engaged as clerk and huckster for a year, 
aifter which he moved to Limestone, Douglass 
township, and engaged in the same line of 
business, in the employ of Peter K. Lugwick. 
Mr. Lugwick sold the business, and together 
they went to Amity township, where Mr. 
Lugwick engaged m the manufacture of 
gunpowder. Our subject acted as teamster, 
and hauled the powder to Philadelphia, Lan- 
caster, Carlisle and Chafnbersburg. After 
remaining in that business some years, he 
moved to Bechtelsville, and for the following 
five years was employed as clerk and huck- 
ster by Isaac Bechtel. He then engaged in 
the huckstering business on his own account, 
and after a period of five years' time, he pur- 
chased a farm of sixty-two acres at Eshbach. 
He carried on general farming, and also 
fitted up a store in his house and carried on 
general merchandising. He enjoyed the 
patronage of most of the people in the commu- 
nity, and did a large and paying business. 
In December, 1894, he was succeeded in the 
ownership of the store by his son, Daniel, 
who still conducts the business. Colonel 
Heins has since lived in retirement, and is 
now enjoying the fruits of many years spent 
in hard labor. 

On January 16, 1859, he was united in mar- 
riage with Anna Dysher, a daughter of Peter 
Dysher, a late farmer of Eshbach, and the 
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following children have blessed their union : 
Daniel, a merchant of Eshbach ; Horace, a 
baggage master on the P. & R. R. R.; Amelia, 
who died in infancy ; Katie, who died at an 
early age; William, an employee of the 
United States Mint of Philadelphia; Mary, 
who is a school teacher of Washington town- 
ship; James and Alvin both died young; 
Emma, who married Daniel Eshbach, a ticket 
agent of the P. & R. R: R., at Barto ; and 
Warren, a farmer residing at home. Mrs. 
Heins was a kind and loving mother and 
wife, and her death, which occurred July 18, 
1894, was a sad loss to her husband. Politi- 
cally, our subject is a Democrat, and has 
taken a prominent part in the political affairs 
of the community. He was a member of the 
Legislature in 1856, and was placed on the 
Committee of Military Affairs. It was while 
serving on this committee that he was given 
the title of Colonel, which he still bears. He 
was on the Banking Committee, and was 
chairman of the Committee on Roads. He 
materially aided in passing the bill charter- 
ing the Reading & Lehigh R. R., now the 
East Pennsylvania R. R., running from Read- 
ing to Allentown. He also served in a num. 
ber of local offices. He was license commis- 
sioner for four years, and during the Civil 
War he filled the quota for Washington 
township. In religious belief he is a consis- 
tent member of the Lutheran Church. 



YS)OUIS RICHARDS, law writer and 
I [y member of the Bar of Berks County, 
JPU Pennsylvania, was born May 6, 

"^^ ■ ^ 1842, at Gloucester Furnace, At- 
lantic County, New Jersey, of which his 
father, John Richards, was proprietor. The 
latter, a native of Berks County, came of a 
vigorous stock, of Welsh descent, his ances- 
tors having settled in Amity township as early 
as 1718. He was for many years oi^His long 
and active life engaged in the iron manufac- 
turing business, principally in the State of 
New Jersey, representing also Gloucester 
County in the Assembly in 1836 and 1837. 
From 1848 to 1854 he resided at Mauch 
Chunk, Pennsylvania, as proprietor of the 
Carbon Iron Works at that place, and in the 
latter year retired to a handsome country 



seat known as " Stowe," in the vicinity of 
Pottstown, Montgomery County, where he 
died November 29, 1871, at the patriarchal 
age of eighty-eight. The subject of this 
sketch was his youngest son, and only child 
by his second wife, Louisa (Silvers) Richards, 
a native of Monmouth County, New Jersey, 
descended upon the maternal side from the 
well known Rogers family of that section, 
and, in the third generation, from Henry 
Lawes Luttrell, Second Earl of Carhampton. 
Employed in early life as an instructor of 
youth, she was distinguished for her mental 
culture, strong individuality of character, 
and social tastes and accomplishments. Her 
decease occurred January 26, 1880, when 
well advanced in her eighty-first year. 

Mr. Richards received his preliminary edu- 
cation in the public schools of Mauch Chunk, 
and subsequently took an academical course, 
attending the West Jersey Collegiate School 
at Mount Holly, New Jersey, the Hill School 
at Pottstown, and the Upland Normal Insti- 
tute at Chester, Pennsylvania. In November, 
1 861, he came to reside at Reading, com- 
menced the study of the law under the direc- 
tion of his cousin, John S. Richards, Esq., a 
highly talented and well-known practitioner at 
the Berks County Bar, and was admitted to 
practice January 16, 1865. While a student 
he served in the Pennsylvania Militia during 
the invasions of the State by the Confederate 
armies in 1862 and 1863. 

Having an early inclination to write, he 
contributed largely to the press, both before 
and after his admission to the Bar, furnishing 
incidentally accurate reports of all the cases 
tried in the county courts during the greater 
part of the period in which they were pre- 
sided over by the Hon. Warren J. Woodward. 
In 1869 he married, and engaged in journal- 
ism, becoming a partner of the firm of J. 
Knabb & Co. in the publication of the 
'* Reading Times and Dispatch," and the 
"Berks and Schuylkill Journal," the daily 
and weekly organs of the Republican party in 
Berks. In 1871 he resold his interest to the 
firm, and resumed the practice of the law. 
In 1875 he purchased his father's estate at 
'* Stowe," which he occasionally occupied 
until 1882, when he disposed of it to the 
Pottstown Iron Company, which erected 
thereon a very large manufacturing plant. 
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For many years Mr. Richards devoted 
much attention to municipal law, and the 
municipal affairs of his adopted city. While 
serving as a member of its councils in 1875-76, 
he personally revised, amended and codified 
its local laws, and published in the latter year 
the first Digest of the Statutes and Ordinances 
of Reading. Of this work he subsequently 
issued, in 1886 and 1897, respectively, two 
other and more elaborate editions, contain- 
ing many valuable notes and citations of 
judicial decisions. In December, 1876, he 
was selected as Secretary of the State Munic- 
ipal Commission, appointed by Governor 
Hartranft to devise a uniform plan for the 
better government of the cities of Pennsyl- 
vania. Of this body, which was composed of 
eleven eminent lawyers and citizens of the 
State, the Hon. Butler B. Strang was Chair- 
man. The Commission presented its final 
report to the Legislature in January, 1878, 
and the principal features of the code which 
it submitted were subsequently incorporated 
in the Act of June i, 1885, for the govern- 
ment of the City of Philadelphia, known as 
the ** Bullitt Bill." As a member of Com- 
mittees appointed by the Inter-Municipal 
Conventions of 1886, 1887 and 1888, Mr. 
Richards was deputed to prepare the original 
drafts of the Acts of May 24, 1887, and May 
23, 1889, the latter constituting the present 
frame of government of cities of the third 
class in Pennsylvania. In these several ca- 
pacities he rendered much valuable service 
to the people of the State, and acquired a 
wide reputation as a skillful draftsman of 
municipal statutes. In the interests of law 
reform he devised and secured the passage 
by the Legislature of the Act of July p, 1897, 
** declaring the construction of words in a 
deed, will or other instrument, importing a 
failure of issue." 

In 1889, in association with the Hon. G. A. 
Endlich, Additional Law Judge of the Berks 
district, then also a practitioner at the Bar, 
he was the author of a treatise upon the 
" Rights and Liabilities of Married Women 
in Pennsylvania," devoted principally to the 
exposition of the Married Persons* Property 
Act of 1887, which greatly enlarged the con- 
tractual powers of femmes covert. In 1895 
he issued, in two volumes, the ** Pennsylvania 
Form Book," containing precedents in the var- 



ious branches of law practice — a work in gen- 
eral use by the profession throughout the 
State — and, in 1898, a ** Digest of Acts ol 
Assembly for the Government of Cities of the 
Third Class." His other published produc- 
tions include numerous law pamphlets, his- 
torical and genealogical sketches, and reports 
and addresses upon various subjects of pro- 
fessional or general interest. 

Distinguished fo^ his public spirit, he has 
employed his time and talents in the promo- 
tion of every movement in the line 01 prog- 
ress, good government and reform. In poli- 
tics Mr. Richards is a Republican, and in the 
Presidential campaign of 1884 was the can- 
didate of the minority party in the Berks 
District for Congress, against Daniel Ermen- 
trout, the sitting member, receiving 9,405 
votes. His political views are, however, 
strongly tempered with the spirit of inde- 
pendence, which inclines to subordinate mere 
partisan considerations to the superior obli- 
gations of individual good citizenship. 

As a member of the Bar he is recognized as 
a highly reputable, accurate and painstaking 
practitioner, though it is in the capacity of a 
writer, of marked vigor and skill, that he is 
best known to the public. His literary tastes 
are cultured and absorbing, and it is in the 
companionship of his books that he finds his 
chief entertainment and solace. Practical 
and thorough in all his methods and under- 
takings, he devotes to the performance of 
every duty in which he ma^ engage his best 
abilities and most conscientious efforts. 

Mr. Richards has four children — three sons 
and a daughter — all rapidly approaching 
maturity. We take pleasure in presenting 
his portrait on a preceding page. 



fSAAC MOURER, a respected citizen of 
Reading, is a son of Daniel and Hannah 
(Eisenman) Mourer, and was born May 
31, 1835, in Spring township, Berks 
County. His grandfather, John Mourer. 
was for many years a resident of Spring 
township, where he spent his last days. 

Daniel Mourer, the father, was born in 
Spring township and died in Lower Heidel- 
berg, where he had been engaged in the pur- 
suits of husbandry. He was married to the 
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mother of our subject, Hannah Eisenman, by 
whom he had four children : Amanda, the 
wife of Adam Becker of Reading ; Hannah, 
wife of John Texter of Reading ; Maria, the 
wife of Michael Kech, a farmer ot Heidel- 
berg township ; and the subject of this biog- 
raphy. 

Isaac Mourer was educated in Spring 
township, and learned the trade of a carpen- 
ter. Then for a time he worked at mill- 
wright work, and later operated a planing 
mill. He then returned to the work of his 
trade, and has been engaged in that for a 
number of years, being at present superin- 
tendent of a gang of carpenters. He is a 
good workman, and very careful and pains- 
taking in the work entrusted to him. 

Mr. Mourer was united in matrimony with 
Annie Texter, and to them were born the fol- 
lowing children : Hannah, wife of Harry 
Houck of Reading; Valley, the wife of 
George Seybert : Anna, the wife of William 
SmecK ; Abbie, the wife of Henrj' Warren ; 
Mamie; Gertrude; Alice; and Harry. The 
entire family lives in Reading. In politics 
Mr. Mourer is inclined to be independent, 
voting for the men best suited to give the 

Eeople clean administrations. He is a good, 
onorable man, one who is to be implicitly 
relied upon in all things, and his quiet, unas- 
suming manners and conscientious, upright 
life have made him one of the representative 
men of the county. 



KRANK H. SCHMECK, the present 
popular sheriff of Berks County, and 
a highly respected citizen of Reading, 
was born in this county November 18, 1849, 
and is a son of Henry and Mary (Hartman) 
Schmeck. 

Henry Schmeck, the father of our subject, 
was also a native of Berks County, and after 
receiving a liberal education in the public 
schools of his native town, he engaged in 
farming and stock-raising until his death, 
which occurred at the age of eighty-two 
years. In his political views he was a Dem- 
ocrat ; religiously, he was a member of the 
Lutheran Church. He was united in mar- 
riage with Mary Hartman, who bore him a 
family of ten children, named as follows : 



John ; Harvey ; Mary ; Rebecca ; Amelia ; 
Susanna ; Katherine ; Valentine ; Washing, 
ton ; and Frank H., the subject of this bio- 
graphical sketch. 

Frank H. Schmeck acquired his elementary 
training in the common schools of his native 
township, and during his younger days as- 
sisted his father in his labors about the farm. 
He then purchased a farm in Exeter town- 
ship, this county, where he remained twenty 
years, engaged in the tilling of the soil, and 
was one of the leading farmers of his com- 
munity. He then removed to Reading, 
where he found employment in the iron 
mills, and followed that line of business until 
1895, when he ran for sheriff of Berks County 
on the Democratic ticket, and was elected 
by a very large majority. 

Mr. Schmeck is a member ot Lodge No. 
62, F. & A. M.; Patriotic Order Sons of 
America; and the I. O. O. F. In 1869 he 
was joined in the bonds of matrimony with 
Katherine Heckman, a daughter of Jacob 
Hcckman, and to this union the following 
children were born : Henry ; Oscar, de- 
ceased ; Franklin ; Grover ; Agnes ; Kate ; 
Mabel; Sadie; Minerva; Tillie; Anna; and 
Alice. Mr. Schmeck is a wide-awake and 
energetic business man, and as a neighbor 
and a citizen is held in high esteem by his 
townsmen. 



OHN D. WANNER. This esteemed 
citizen is a retired farmer, now enjoy- 
ing the fruits of his early toil, and 
living quietly in his comfortable home 
in Kutztown. He is a son of John Wanner, 
grandson of Peter and Magdalene (Dreibelbis) 
Wanner, and great-grandson of Martin Wan- 
ner. 

Among the pioneers who settled in Berks 
County when the country was new, and took 
up a tract of land in the wilderness, was 
Martin Wanner, the great-grandfather of 
our subject. He was born in Palestine 
Pfals, near Rotterdam, Germany, and was 
the first of the Wanner family to locate in 
America. He left his native country August 
17, 1732, and settled upon coming to this 
country in Colebrookdale township, Berks 
County, Pa., where he successfully carried 
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on general farming all his life. His children 
were: Christian; Jacob; and Peter. Peter 
Wanner, the grandfather of our subject, 
purchased a large tract of land near Fleet- 
wood, this county, and in addition to carry- 
ing on farming, he operated the mills at that 
place and conducted a tavern. Peter Wan- 
ner was one of the progressive and prosper- 
ous men of his community, and by the 
exercise of economy succeeded in accumu- 
lating a fortune, which he left to his children 
upon his death. Mr. Wanner was united in 
wedlock three times, his first wife being 
Annie M. Swartz, and they reared four sons 
and two daughters, namely ; Daniel ; Jacob ; 
Peter ; Thomas ; Cibilla ; and Esther. By 
his second wife, Esther Rothermel, three 
children were born to them, all of whom 
died in infancy. His third wife was Magda- 
lene Dreibelbis, and as a result of this union 
one child was reared, John, the father of 
our subject. 

John Wanner was born on the old home- 
stead near Fleetwood, October lo, 1788, and 
when he attained his majority, he inherited 
a part of his father's farm, and followed the 
pursuits of an agriculturist all his life. He 
also operated the same mill which his father 
had labored in for so many years. Our sub- 
ject's father succeeded in amassing a fortune 
and moved to Kutztown, where he spent his 
latter days in happiness and comfort. Mr. 
Wanner occupied an enviable position in his 
community, and was held in high esteem by 
his neighbors and acquaintances. He was a 
leader in politics, and represented his fellow- 
citizens in the State Legislature from 1836 
to 1839, and was justice of the peace for 
many years. He was the progenitor of a 
family of twelve chiljdren, who were named 
as follows: Annie; Ephraim ; William; John 
D., the subject of this sketch; Joel; Peter* 
C; John C; Charles H.; Elizabeth; Amos; 
and Henry. 

John D. Wanner was reared on his father's 
farm and acquired a liberal education in the 
public schools of his native town. At the 
age of sixteen years he began his battle in 
the arena of life, commencing as a school 
teacher, and taught several years in the 
public schools. He then learned to be a 
surveyor, and followed that occupation un- 
til recently ; he was also engaged in the 



mercantile business, and was the proprietor 
of a store in Fleetwood, which he conducted 
for many years. He sold his store and 
returned to Kutztown to look after the cares 
of his beloved parents. Our subject is re- 
spected for his sterling worth and integrity 
as a man, neighbor and citizen, and holds the 
good-will of all who know him. 

John D. Wanner chose for his life com- 
panion Elizabeth Bower, a daughter of Jonas 
Bower, and to this union were born the fol- 
lowing children : Llewellyn was united in 
wedlock with Catherine M. Deck, and they are 
the parents of four children. — Kate L., Lenora 
E., William R., and Gertrude; Clara E. is the 
wife of William R. Merkel ; and Solon A., 
who was wedded to Mary A. Leiby, and 
three children blessed their home, — ^^Lee, 
Vernon, and Clara M. Mr. Wanner has 
taken an active part in politics, and has 
served as justice of the peace fifteen years; 
as councilman; chief burgess of Kutztown; 
and district register of the county three 
years. Socially, he is a member of the 
Masonic Order, and the L O. .O. F. of Kutz- 
town. Religiously, his wife is a member of 
the Lutheran Church, and he is a member of 
the Reformed Church of Kutztown. 



OHN A. RAUEN, inspector of the 
Hartford Insurance Co., whose terri- 
tory extends throughout the central 
and eastern part of the state of Penn- 
sylvania, is one of the prominent business 
men of Reading, Berks County, Pa., and is a 
select councilman of that city, representing 
the Tenth Ward. This worthy and esteemed 
citizen has been a life-long resident of Read- 
ing, where he was born September 28, 1863, 
and is a son of Jacob and Margaret (Buch) 
Rauen. 

Jacob Rauen was born in Alsace-Lorraine, 
France, January i, 1800, and was reared and 
educated in his native village. In 1848 he 
bade farewell to his native country and emi- 
grated to the United States, locating in New 
York City, where he followed his trade as a 
cabinetmaker and piano manufacturer; later 
he became employed in a commercial house ; 
after remaining in that city a number of 
years he became a resident of Reading, Pa., 
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where he continued his former occupation. 
At the time of his death, which was June 14, 
1876, he was working for the Reading R. R. 
He was joined in marriage with Margaret 
Buch, who was born in Germany in 18 10, 
and died in this city in October, 1879. A fam- 
ily of two daughters and two sons blessed the 
home of Mr. and Mrs Rauen, namely: Kate, 
deceased ; Edna, the wife of Eugene Riley ot 
Reading: Jacob died in 1895; and John A., 
the subject of this biographical sketch. 

John A. Rauen remained with his parents 
during his younger days and received an 
elementary education in the public schools of 
Reading ; at an early age he began to learn 
the trade of a boilermaker, working for the 
Union Boiler Works of Reading; he con- 
tinued to work at his trade and with the 
above company until April i, 1897, when he 
became inspector of the Hartford Insurance 
Co., with a territory extending throughout 
the central and eastern part of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Rauen performs his work in such a man- 
ner as to win the respect and confidence of 
his superior officers ; as a citizen, he is con- 
sidered one of the valued members of his 
community, and is highly esteemed by his 
fellow-townsmen. 

Politically, Mr. Rauen has always given 
his entire support to the Democratic party, 
and has contributed much toward the suc- 
cess of that party in his community. He has 
.served his fellow-citizens in the Common 
Council, representing the Tenth Ward, and is 
now a select councilman of the same ward ; 
he also presided over the city executive com- 
mittee one term. Mr. Rauen is a member of 
Washington Hook and Ladder Co. of Read- 
ing. Our subject chose for his life companion 
Theresa Gruber, and they were united in 
marriage April 11, 1892; four children re- 
sulted from this union, as follows: Hilda; 
Clara; Isa; and John. 



^AMUEL G. BOONE, a prosperous 
merchant of Reading, is a veteran 
of the Civil War, having been one 
of the first to leave a happy home 
and a good paying business and enlist in the 
army, when President Lincoln made his first 
call for troops. He made an enviable record 




in the service, one of which his family and 
descendants for many generations to come 
may rightfully be proud. He is a son of 
William and Catherine (Good) Boone, and 
was born January 28, 1838, at Stonersville, 
Berks County, Pa. 

The family is of English extraction, and 
was established in this country by George 
Boone, who left the country of his nativity in 
the fall of 1 7 16, and settled in America. In 
the spring of 17 17, he moved to Oley town- 
ship, Berks County, where he spent the re- 
mainder of his days, and now lies buried in 
the graveyard of the Friends' Meeting House 
in Amity township. He was the progenitor 
of seven sons, among them being Squire 
Boone, the youngest, who was the father of 
Daniel Boone, the famous Kentucky pioneer, 
who was born in Amity township. Our sub- 
ject is a descendant of one of these seve^ sons, 
but which one it is not definitely known. His 
ancestry is only traced as far back as the 
grandfather, Edward Boone, who was born 
m Amity township, where he followed the 
trade of a blacksmith for many years. He 
later followed that trade in Stonersville, 
where he lived the remainder of his life. 

William Boone, the father of our subject, 
was born in Amity township, and followed 
farming as a means of earning a livelihood. 
He was united in marriage with Catherine 
Good, and their union was blessed by the 
birth of one son, Samuel G., the subject of 
this biographical sketch. 

Samuel G. Boone was born in an old log 
house in the vicinity of Stonersville, and ob- 
tained as good an education as the schools of 
his boyhood days afforded. His parents were 
in poor and fiumble circumstances, and he 
had to make his own way in the world, as 
they could afford to give him neither a trade 
nor a profession. At an early age he began 
working in a blast furnace, after which he 
accepted a clerical position in Reading, and 
later worked at various occupations, among 
which was that of a wool weaver. He was 
engaged in that line of work until the Civil 
War broke out. He had been a member of 
the Reading Artilleryists, being a private 
until the war, when, on account of his thor- 
ough knowledge of military tactics, he was 
promoted to duty as first sergeant. The or- 
ganization was mustered into serxice April 
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17, 1861, one day before the "First Defend- 
ers, " enlisting under Lincoln's first call for 
75,000 men for thirty days. After being mus- 
tered out after three months ot service, he 
re-enlisted as duty sergeant in Co. B., 88th 
Reg., Pa. Vol. Inf., September 12, 1861. 
After serving for three years in that capacity, 
he wa3 promoted to be orderly sergeant, and 
later to sergeant major of the regiment, and 
finally was made second lieutenant of Co. B., 
being transferred to his old company. He 
took part in the battles in which his regiment 
participated until the battle ol Gettysburg, 
when he was captured on the evening of the 
first day of fightmg by the famous " Louisiana 
Tigers. " He was marched to Staunton, Va., 
a distance of almost 200 miles, and was then 
transferred to Richmond, Va., where he was 
incarcerated in the famous Libby Prison and 
subjected for a period of ten months to the 
indignities and hardships which were forced 
upon the prisoners there. In May, 1864, he 
was removed to Danville, whence, after a short 
term of imprisonment, he was transferred to 
Macon, Ga. 600 of the prisoners, all officers, 
were placed in the line ol fire when the. Fed- 
eral troops were bombarding the city of 
Charleston, S. C. The prisoners were then 
removed to Columbia, wnere, on the 17th of 
February, 1865, our subject effected his es- 
cape and travelled with Sherman's forces to 
Fayettesville, N. C. He then went to Wil- 
mington. N. C, and thence to Fortress Mon- 
roe, and finally to Washington, where he 
drew his pay and received an order to return 
to his company, which was returning to 
Washington, as the war was virtually ended. 
The order was with the permission to delay 
thirty days at his home, but at the end of that 
time he was sick with chills and fever con- 
tracted from his long term of imprisonment, 
and on presenting a surgeon's certificate the 
time was extended two weeks. He then re- 
turned to Washington, where he rejoined his 
regiment, and received his discharge May 16, 
1865, after which he returned home and 
entered the shoe business in Reading. A 
short time after, he entered the service of the 
P. & R. R. R. as a brakeman on a passenger 
train, and after serving for one and one half 
years in that capacity, was promoted to the 
position of conductor, which he held for 
nearly a quarter of a century on the main line 



between Philadelphia and Pottsville. He 
resigned March 28, 1890, and has since suc- 
cessfully engaged in the general mercantile 
business, having a first class store in every 
respect. He is a man of high principles, and 
is held in high esteem by his fellow-citizens. 
Mr. Boone was united in marriage with 
Emma M. Harp on June 15, 1865, and unto 
them have been born the following children : 
Clarence S., deceased; Minerva, the wife of 
H. A. Gable, a printer of Reading; Lotta 
Alberta, the wife of William Felix of Read- 
ing; Huizinga M.; Samuel; Laura M.; Grace 
E. ; Annetta Irene ; Ralph E., deceased ; and 
Edgar, deceased. Socially, Mr. Boone is 
quartermaster of Encampment, No. 43, Union 
Veteran Legion of Reading. 




PHRAIM WITMAN, SR., a dealer in 
flour, feed, grain, coal, lumber, etc., is 
one of the leading business men of 
Wernersville, and was born January 11, 1840, 
in the village of Bernville, Penn township. 
He is a son of Henry and Mary (SchelH 
Witman, and a grandson of Jonathan ana 
Catherine (Yerger) Witman. 

Jonathan Witman, the grandfather of our 
subject, was a coppersmith, and later a tin- 
smith of Reading. He married Catherine 
Yerger, and they reared a large family of 
children, one of whom was Henry, the father 
of our subject. Henry Witman was born in 
Reading, where he lived until 1832, when he 
moved to Bernville, where he remained the 
rest of his life. He was a tinsmith by trade, 
but after following it for several years, he 
gave it up and began to deal in coal, grain 
and lumber. He was a very prominent man 
in his section of the county, and continued 
in that line of business until his retirement 
in 1862, when his son succeeded him. Prior 
to i860, he was a Democrat, but after that 
date he unswervingly supported the princi- 
ples of the Republican party. He took an 
active part in political affairs, and was called 
upon to serve in many public offices of trust. 
He was burgess of the village for a number 
of years, and was also a councilman. Relig- 
iously, he was an earnest member of the 
Lutheran Church. He formed a matrimonial 
alliance with Mary Schell of Bern township, 
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and they became the parents of ten children, 
namely : Maria, the wife of Joseph B. Con- 
rad, a retired merchant of Bernville ; Ellen, 
who was the wife of Samuel K. Dundor, de- 
ceased, a merchant of Reading^; Rebecca, 
the relict of John Shirk, a late saddler, is now 
a resident of Myerstown : Ephraim, whose 
name appears at the head of these lines; 
Catherine married John Messermen, and both 
are now deceased ; and five others, who died 
in infancy. Mrs. Witman closed her eyes .in 
final sleep in 1854. Mr. Witman was again 
married, his second union being with Mrs. 
John Erich, widow of John Erich, and a na- 
tive of Reading. Our subject's father was 
called Home in 1 881, at an advanced age. 

Ephraim Witman, Sr., received his intel- 
lectual training in the* common schools, and 
left home at the age of fifteen years. " He 
learned the trade of a tinsmith at Bernville, 
at which he worked for. three years. He 
then clerked in his father's store and lumber 
yard until 1862, when he took charge of the 
concern. Later his brother-in-law became a 
partner in the business, and they conducted 
it under the firm name of Conrad & Witman 
until 1874, when Mr. Conrad retired, arid our 
subject again assumed absolute charge. Af- 
ter a period of ten years he disposed of the 
business and moved to Wernersville, where 
he has since resided. He is a man of more 
than ordinary capacity for business, and the 
manner in which he conducts his affairs has 
not only made for him an ample competency, 
but has gained him many friends. 

Our subject has twice taken marriage vows, 
his first wife, to whom he was united in June, 
1861, being Catherine Ann Andrews. She 
was the widow of Joseph Sey fert, deceased, of 
Bernville, and a daughter ot Abraham and 
Mary Ann Andrews. This union was blessed 
by the birth of nine children, of whom seven 
are now living, namely: Harry, who married 
Annie Auman, and is now living in Chicago, 
111. ; Annie, the wife of Harry Walker, a 
blacksmith of Philadelphia : Mary, who con- 
ducts a boarding house at Newark, N. J. ; Mor- 
ton, who married Sue Sweimer of Reading, 
and has three children, namely — Edith, Har- 
ry and Irene — he assists our subject in his 
business ; Ella, a milliner of Philadelphia ; 
Catherine, a milliner of Philadelphia ; Eph- 
raim, Jr., who married Laura Bohn, and 

16 



works for his father ; Rachel, deceased ; and 
Charles, who died in infancy. Mrs. Witman 
died in 1882, and our subject formed a second 
alliance in February, 1884. with Mrs. Isaac 
Dietrich, nee Boyer, widow of the late Isaac 
Dietrich of Maxatawny township. They 
are members of the Evangelical Church of 
Wernersville, In political belief, Mr. Wit- 
man is a stanch Republican. 




R. FRANKLIN H. GOOD, whose 
portrait is shown on the opposite 
\SJ' page, is engaged in the practice 
of medicine in Reading, Berks 
County, Pa. He was born in Union township, 
Lebanon County, Pa., September 26, 1855, 
and is a son of Benneville and Catherine 
(Hass) Good, and grandson of Peter Good. 
- Peter Good, the grandfather of our sub- 
ject, was born in Berks County, Pa., and 
when he grew to manhood moved to Lebanon 
County, Pa., where he conducted a hotel and 
carried on general farming to a considerable 
extent. He reared a family of children, 
among whom \yas Benneville, the father of 
our subject, who was born in Berks County, 
and died in Lebanon County in 1871, at the 
age of sixty-two. years. Benneville Good 
carried on butchering pursuits in Berks 
County until*] 854, when he moved to Leba- 
non County, where he took up firming, 
which he- continued until his death. He 
married Catherine Hass. and they raised ten 
children, as follows : Sarah ; Amanda ; Mary ; 
Josiah, who entered the Civil War, and was 
taken prisoner and died in Andersonville 
Prison ; Amelia ; Rebecca ; John ; Franklin 
H.; and two that died in infancy. 

Dr. Franklin H. Good received his primary 
education in the common schools, and then 
was a student in the Jonestown and F\ilatinate 
Academies, after which he taught school one 
term in Berks County. Entering the office 
of Dr. J. C. Cooper, he began the study of 
medicine, and matriculated at the University 
of Pennsylvania, from which he was gradu- 
ated in 1878: he at once located in Reading, 
where he has succeeded in building up a 
large and successful practice. He makes a 
specialty of rheumatism and dyspepsia, in the 
treatment of which diseases he has met with 
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the best of results. He has served as a phy- 
sician in St. Joseph's Hospital, and was prison 
physician for three years. Our subject is a 
firm Democrat, and takes an active part in 
local politics, but is not an aspirant to office. 
He chose for his life companion Mary K. 
Rocktaschel ; they were happily married 
October 3, 1881, and are the parents ol three 
children : Benjamin F., Sadie p., and Robert 
G. 



-OHN L. MOVER is one of the men 
of Berks County who have won their 
way in the world through their own 
efforts, and he now occupies a promi- 
nent position among the agriculturists of the 
county. He was born in Marion township, 
this county, April i. 1830, and is a son of 
John and Elizabeth (Leiss) Moyer. 

The paternal grandfather of our subject 
was Daniel Moyer, a leading farmer of 
Robeson township. He married Catherine 
Bellman, and they reared the following chil- 
dren : John, the lather of our subject ; Daniel 
was united in wedlock to Miss Earnst of 
Heidelberg township ; Isaac wedded a Miss 
Moore ; Elizabeth : Catherine ; Sarah was the 
wife of Daniel Miller; and Susan married 
George Fornwaldt. Adam Leiss, the mater- 
nal grandfather of our subject, was engaged 
in farming throughout his entire life in 
Marion township. He married Eva Kintzer, 
who bore him six children, namely : Isaac, 
Hannah, Sarah, Catherine, Elizabeth and 
Polly. 

John Moyer, the father of our subject, who 
was born m Heidelberg township, moved 
in his early manhood to Marion township, 
this county, and there he was engaged m 
tilling the soil. He was very prominent 
among his fellow-countrymen and always 
worked for the advancement of his commu- 
nity and county. In his political views, he 
firmly upheld the principles ot the Demo- 
cratic party, and served as judge of elections 
and in several other minor township offices. 
He took an active interest in church work, 
and was attached to the Lutheran Church. 
He married Elizabeth Leiss, a native of Tul- 
pehocken township, and their family con- 



sisted of seven children, who were named as 
follows; John L., the subject of this bio- 
graphical sketch ; Adam, a retired miller 
residing in Reading, married Kate Kinser, 
and they are the parents of four children, 
namely, — Wellington, Lawrence, John, and 
Amanda; Levi followed the trade of a car- 
penter in Marion township, and by his wife, 
Sarah Schoner, has one son, Oscar ; Belinda, 
who died at the age of forty-six years, was 
the wife of John Keiser, a farmer 01 Jefferson 
township ; Josiah, a miller of Bernville, was 
united in the bonds of wedlock with Emma 
Richards, and three children were born to 
them ; Isaac, a hotel proprietor of Stouchs- 
burg, formed a matrimonial alliance with 
Sarah Gerhart, who bore him five children, 
namely, — Ada, who married W. B. Zeller, 
Margaret, Lizzie, Charles, and Lottie ; and 
Maria was wedded to W. Deck, a real estate 
dealer of Reading, and three children were 
the result of this union, who were named as 
follows, — Anna, Cora and Elmer. 

John L. Moyer received his education in 
the public schools, and remained under the 
parental roof until he became of age; he 
then began farming on the old homestead on 
his own account. In 1862 he sold his farm 
and purchased the one he now owns, which 
farm was formerly the property of his uncle, 
John Read. He is one of the progressive 
farmers of Berks County, and is highly 
esteemed throughout the township for his 
many sterling qualities. He is agent for the 
Sinking Springs Insurance Co.. and has been 
connected with it since 1884. 

Our subject was married in 1861 to Almira 
Hoffman of Center township, a daughter of 
Peter and Margaret (Mogel) Hoffman; her 
father was a prominent farmer of that county. 
His wife died July, 1892, leaving one child, 
Annie Margaret, the wife of Michael Fisher, 
who resides upon the farm owned by our 
subject. Mr. and Mrs. Fisher have reared 
two children, namely : John and Ella. Politi- 
cally, our subject has always supported the 
Democratic ticket, and has served as judge 
of election several jears; assessor two years ; 
and county commissioner from 1869 to 1872. 
He is a member of the Good Fellows Lodge 
of Stouchsburg. He is a consistent worker 
for religion and moral^, and is a member of 
the Lutneran Church." 
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